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And the angels answered and said unto the

women, Fear not ye; for I know that ye seek Jesus,

who hath been crucified. He is not here; for he is

risen, even as he said. Come, see the place where

the Lord lay. And go quickly and tell his disciples,

He is risen from the dead; and lo, he goeth before

you into Galilee; there shall ye see him:lo, I have

told you.

Matthew 28:5-7
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Meditation

The Great Awakening
" .. the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible."

-I CORINTHIANS 15:52.

MANY people fight off the frustra­
tion they feel at the thought of

dropping their tools before their task in
life is finished with the hope that death
will not end all but will rather usher
them into a greater opportunity. It
seems unbelievable that the soul of man
should simply vanish into nothingless
at death. Instinctively they look for a
blessed immortality.

The sense of the endlessness of our
existence is not an empty dream. Abra­
ham accepted a pilgrim's existence and
died contentedlv because he looked for
a city that has foundations, whose
builder and maker is God. He ac­
cepted his privations because he be­
lieved in more than his eye could see.
And Jesus makes plain by the parable
of the rich man and the beggar that
death is not the end of everything. ,

But the Gospel holds out the hope of
something more than the immortality
of the soul. The Church has always
confessed her faith in the resurrection
of the body. This has been her com­
fort in the presence of death. And
with this hope she lays away her dead.
She cannot sorrow as those that have
no hope, for she is confident in the final
conquest of the grave. Death is a fall­
ing asleep. They shall awake to see a
better day.
- Even the Old Testament hints at this.

God calls himself the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. In the teaching of
our Lord this is proof of the resurrec­
tion, for God is not the God of the dead
but of the living. Isaiah has this hope
in mind, at least in part, when he says,
"Awake and sing, ye that dwell in the
dust; for thy dew is as the dew of the
herbs, and the earth shall cast forth the
dead." So also Ezekiel, when he said,
"Behold, I will open your graves, and
cause you to come up out of your
graves, 0 my people." These verses
cannot be restricted in their application
to the restoration of the Jewish nation.
They have their complete fulfilment in
the blessings of the new heavens and
the new earth, and reach out to take in

all the people of God. For this reason,
Martha of Bethany could reply to the
promise of our Lord that her brother
should live again by saying, "I know
that he shall rise again in the resurrec­
tion at the last day."

But it is especially in the New Testa­
ment that this hope is held out the
most openly and dearly. The triumph
of the Church, body and soul is boldly
foretold. "The hour cometh when all
that are in the tombs shall hear his
voice and shall come forth," is the
promise of our Lord. This is more
than immortality. It is an event to take
place "at the last day," when the Lord
shall descend from heaven with a shout.
The trumpet of the Lord shall be heard,
and the dead shall be raised incorrupti­
ble. The sea shall give up the dead
that are in it, and those that sleep in
the dust shall come forth to stand be­
fore the Judge of all the earth. The
small and the great shall stand and give
account of the lives they have lived in
this world.

Biblical immortality is not restricted
to the soul. Our mortal bodies too
shall live again glorified, for redemp­
tion reaches the whole of man.

The resurrection of the body is a
staggering promise. Many are not able
to take it in. Will the dead really live
again? We must stand in the presence
of death, and ponder the remains of
men long dead, to appreciate what we
are asked to believe. The bones of'
many have been scattered. Others, re­
duced to ashes, have been blown by the
four winds. Will they live again? An
awful finality seems to mark their con­
dition.

In the days of our Lord there were
the Sadducees, who believed in nothing
they could not see, it seems. For them
there were no angels or spirits. And
there was no resurrection. Paul met
with the kind of reception at Athens
that a father might give a little child
with a childish idea. when he men­
tioned the resurrection. And even
within the professing Church there
were denials, and explanations that
were really repudiations of this teach­
ing. Yet the doctrine was maintained
because it is the Word of God. It is a
part of the Gospel. It is rejected by
those who know not the Scriptures nor
the power of God. But its truth and
certainty of fulfilment are guaranteed

by the triumph of the Christ. He lives.
-We too shall live!

HENRY P. TAVARES.

Westminster Seminary
Activities

Aseries of four lectures dealing with
psychiatry and pastoral care of the

mentally ill was delivered at West­
minster Seminary in March by the Rev.
William E. Hiemstra, Chaplain at the
Christian Sanatorium in Wyckoff, N. J.
Mr. Hiemstra has been Chaplain at the
Christian Sanatorium for four years.

On Monday, March 29, Dr. Jan
Waterink, Professor of Pedagogy and
Applied Psychology at the Free Uni­
versity of Amsterdam, was a guest lec­
turer at the Seminary. He addressed
the Student body in the afternoon, was
guest at dinner in the evening, and
later gave a public lecture which, be­
cause of the large attendance, had to be
held in neighboring Calvary Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. Dr. Waterink is
reputed to be the foremost Christian
psychologist of the present time. He
is in this country for a series of lectures
at Calvin College and Seminary, and
was also on the program of the First
American Calvinistic Conference on
Christianity, Psychology and Psychiatry,
held at Calvin, April 7 and 8.

The Seminary authorities have de­
cided to begin construction of the pro­
posed new apartment building for mar­
ried students in February of 1955. Plans
for constructing the building this year
were changed in the hope that funds
available next year would make possi­
ble the construction of a more adequate
and suitable building.

Seminary Commencement

TH E Twenty-fifth annual com­
mencement exercises of Westmin­

ster Theological Seminary are to be
held on the Seminary Campus Wednes­
day afternoon, May 12, at 3 p.m. Guest
speaker for the occasion will be the
Rev. Robert S. Marsden, Executive
Secretary of the Seminary, who will
speak on The Future of Westminster.

The annual banquet of the alumni
Association will be held Tuesday eve­
ning, May II, in the ballroom of the
Casa Conti Hotel in Glenside. The
program for this gathering has not
been announced in detail.
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We Have Hope

L. W. S.

T HE heavens shall pass away with a great noise ...
the elements shall be dissolved with fervent heat

... the earth ... shall be burned up ... the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat . . .

No, these are, not excerpts from the latest report of
the Atomic Energy Commission. Though they might
well be. For the reports that body has given of recent
tests in the Pacific certainly sound similar. We have
been told of a fire ball over three and half miles in
diameter. We have been told of an island dissolved,
of a crater in the earth, of clouds of ashes covering the
sky. The Commission picked a suitable time, we
assume, for its tests, giving consideration to weather
conditions, and other significant factors. But most
significant of all, its report of the tremendous destruc­
tive power of its nuclear products is spreading across
the face of the earth as men are preparing to celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

The phrases we quoted above were written many
years ago, centuries before anyone dreamed of an
atomic energy commission. They were written by the
apostle Peter in the course of a letter to some Christian
brethren. They, or similar words, appear on more
than one occasion in the Scriptures which are the word
of God to men. For the concept of human history
which appears on the pages of Scripture is one which
presents a beginning, and an end.

We have been very content to do our thinking in
terms that involve no radical crisis to experience.
There will be changes, of course, but no ultimate
change. But suddenly, through scientific develop­
ments, we have been jolted out of that rut. Even
though our scientists confidently assert that these
nuclear forces with which they are playing can not
possibly get out of control, their assurance is the
product of a fallible human wisdom. And even if
they be right, and the forces themselves cannot get out
of control, we know all too well that the human factor
involved can get out of control.

But actually we do not need to worry about such
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matters. God has told us in no uncertain terms that
the world as we know it will end one day. And even
regardless of that, we know assuredly that our own
lives, as we know them, will end one day. Yet neither
of these events will mark a real "end."

For as Christians we have hope. We remember
something more than flowers and rabbits and green
trees and new clothes at this season of the year. We
remember Jesus Christ, dead for our sins, buried in a
tomb with a rock seal at the door, yet coming forth in
mighty power, raised from the dead on the third day
in the same body in which He had suffered. We
remember Him ascending into the heavens, there ac­
cording to the Word of God to sit at God's right hand
until all His enemies are made" the footstool of His
feet. And we remember the promise He gave His
people-Where I am, there ye shall be also.

That promise and that hope do not encourage
complacency. That we shall see Christ, that we shall
stand in His presence, these challenge us to our utmost
that we may be well pleasing in His sight. But they
challenge us just because we do have hope.

Human wisdom has no answer to the despair that
grips men's minds when they read or hear or see the
nature and consequences of nuclear power. But as
Christians our trust is in God who brought into its
being the world with all its latent powers, and our
confidence is in the Son of God who Himself bare our
sins in His body on the cross, and who rising from the
dead manifested a power that even the scientists can­
not duplicate.

"Seeing that these things are thus all to be dis­
solved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy living and godliness, looking for and earnestly
desiring the coming of the day of God, by reason of
which the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat? But accord­
ing to ,his promise, we look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Pet. 3: 11­
13) .
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Special Announcement

TH E Board of Trustees of THE PRES­
BYTERIAN GUARDIAN PUBLISHING

CORPORATION, at a meeting held April
6, decided that the financial problems
confronting the paper made it necessary
to seek an increase in subscription in­
come.

To this end, it was decided that the
subscription price for individual copies
should be increased, effective June I,

from $2 per year to $2.50 per year. It
was also decided, however, that the
price of $2 per year would be main­
tained for "clubs" of ten or more sub­
scribers, whose subscriptions would be
handled locally by a "club secretary:"
Club subscriptions will be mailed to the
individual subscribers, but the work of
securing these subscriptions initially,
and of getting renewals, will be in the
hands of the local secretary, saving de­
tail work for the GUARDIAN office.

Subscriptions currently in effect will
of course be continued to their present
expiration, and such subscriptions may
be extended for one year from their
present expiration at the old rate of
$2.00, if such extension or renewal is
received before June 1.

Clubs may be set up ey groups join­
ing together for the- purpose, by indi­
viduals maintaining a club of gift sub­
scriptions, or by organizations sub­
scribing for their members as a group.
The requirement is a club of ten sub­
scriptions, handled so far as the GUARD­
IAN office is concerned through a single
representative or club secretary.

Help us to increase the circulation of
the GUARDIAN in your community by
setting up a GUARDIAN "club" of ten or
more subscribers, who will receive the
GUARDIAN at the continued low price
of only $2 per year.

Freedom Under God

I N an informal talk to the American
people on April 5, the President of

the United States placed emphasis, as
he has frequently done, on the concept
of human liberty. He quoted the well­
known phrases of the Declaration of
Independence, adding that they in­
volved a "spiritual conception."

We prize liberty, and we do so'
rightly. But we must beware of mak­
ing human liberty into an idol which
stands by itself, and before which all
men bow down and worship.
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The phrase in the Declaration of In­
dependence declares that all men have
been endowed by their Creator with
certain rights, including liberty. Hu­
man liberty, in other words, is a gift of
God. It is a product of the Creator­
creature relationship. It is derived, not
original, and it is limited, not absolute.
Only the Creator Himself is absolutely
sovereign and therefore absolutely free.
When He created man on the earth, He
endowed that man with a creaturely
sovereignty. Within pre-determined
limits, man was free to determine his
own thought and conduct. But only
within those limits. To transgress those
limits was to bring punishment and
tragedy.

Actually our first parents did trans­
gress those limits, imposed by divine
authority. And the consequence was
punishment, a punishment which took
the form of further limitation of free­
dom-of bondage to sin. In the very
exercise of his freedom, man was no
longer able to serve his Creator, but
only a creature.

Yet God in grace also intervened to
bring deliverance from this bondage,
and to restore that originally-given
freedom. He did so by sending His
own Son to enter into the bondage
state, endure the punishment of sin for
God's people, and bring them forgive­
ness and deliverance. In Christ,
through faith in Him, we are freed
from the limits, the bondage, of sin.

But sin has not yet been done away
completely. Its effects are still present.
And in this world that means that man
is constantly tempted to violate the lim­
itations which God has placed about
his freedom. He is constantly tempted,
in other words, to break God's laws and
those human laws which properly de­
rive from the laws of God. To talk
about human freedom as existing in
and of itself without limits is to pro­
mote a false idea of human freedom.

In fact, it is only under conditions of
the most absolute submission, that man
may exercise the most freedom. It is
only as he is completely subject to the
law of God, only as he is a member of
the Kingdom of God and under the
rule of God, that he may act freely.
And this means that true freedom may
characterize man only as he is in Christ,
and therefore in the Kingdom of God.

The evangelistic work of the church,
thus, is the only really effective way of
promoting freedom among men. To

promote freedom on a political or social
basis for men as men carries with it the
threat of serious consequences in those
areas where it is not recognized that
freedom is from God, and that it is to
be exercised in submission to God and
for His glory. There is no ultimate
freedom for evil or unbelief. Only that
is true freedom which most fully
knows, most heartily accepts, and most
completely submits to, the trath of God.

Ye shall know the truth, said Christ
to His disciples, and the truth shall
make you free.

Church News

WE try to keep our readers informed
of the major developments that oc­

cur in the life of The Orthodox Presby­
terian Church, and also of some of the
minor developments. But we do not
have reporters in the field, and there is
undoubtedly much that we miss. Each
month "news cards" - return postals,
are sent to the pastors, with a request
for local news of general interest. If
"news" of a particular church does not
appear in the GUARDIAN it is not be­
cause we haven't asked for it. We
would urge the pastors to keep us in­
formed of what is going on in their
neighborhood. A good "news" section
will help to maintain and promote mu­
tual acquaintance among the churches.
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God-Centered Preaching
Substance of an address before
Alumni ofWestminster Seminary

ON the occasion of the annual home­
coming of Westminster Seminary

alumni, February 9, the guest speaker
at the evening meeting was Proiessor
Ned B. Stonehouse, who spoke on the
subject, "Keeping our Preaching God­
centered." Weare glad to present a
condensation of the meJJage, prepared
from a tape-recording. After some in­
troductory remarks, Dr. Stonehouse
proceeded in substance as follows:-

I might have formulated the topic,
Keeping our Preaching Reformed,

or Biblical. But by using the term
God-centered I think I concentrate just
a little more on what we have in mind
when as Reformed people we speak of
keeping our preaching Reformed or
Biblical.

The Situation Today
There is a special need that we be

reminded of our duty, in this regard,
in view of the times in which we live.
I could cite numerous examples of
preaching and of positions that are not
God-centered. I have often mentioned
Rudolf Bultmann. He is as much in
the center of attention today as he ever
was. There is in fact quite a contro­
versy going on as to whether a man
who holds as little of the gospel of
Christ as he does should be recognized
as having a place in the Christian
church.

But my particular observation now is
that Bultmann, in a more emphatic way
than any modern student of the New
Testament, has presented a view which
is the opposite of God-centered. Thus
in his work on theology he speaks of
anthropology as being what he is really
teaching. All we can hope to present
is man's understanding of his existence.
Though he still uses the Christian
proclamation, he uses it as a way of
presenting man's understanding of
man.

Here in our own country there is
much preaching that seems to take al­
most no account of the Christian proc­
lamation. Recently I have heard some
brief radio talks by Norman Vincent
Peale. One, just a few days ago, was
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By NED B. STONEHOUSE

to the effect that we are to have faith­
faith in God, faith in ourselves, faith in
our country. Somehow, if we just have
faith, that is all we need, and we "never
walk alone." That is certainly one
message without God and without
Christ. It is distressing that that kind
of message is being associated with a
back-to-God movement sponsored by
the American Legion, and supported by
Eisenhower. There is little of what we
would call God-centered preaching in
it.

For us here tonight, however, per­
haps a greater danger is that our
preaching, rather than being God-cen­
tered, should be Christo-centric in a
sense that is not God-centered. We're
living in a time when many people in­
sist that theology and the understand­
ing of the Bible must be Christo-cen­
tric. To a point, of course, we would
agree, but there is also a danger that
we be deceived on this score.

In this connection I would like to
mention Professor Oscar Cullmann of
both Basel and the Sorbonne. Several
of his books have been published in
English, particularly his Christ and
Time, which has attracted much atten­
tion.

I have here his little book called The
Earliest Christian Confessions, an in­
structive study of certain aspects of the
Apostles' Creed and the development
of Christian faith in the early times. A
central contention of this book is that
the Christian creed from its beginning
was basically Christo-centric. In par­
ticular he means that it was not Trini­
tarian. To the extent that the Father
and the Spirit were introduced into the
creed, it was to illuminate the central
theme of the creed which was Christ.

Near the end of the book he expresses
vigorously the thesis that Christianity
began with a distinctly Christo-centric
message, and to the extent that it has
developed in the creed into a tri-partite
or Trinitarian position, there has been
a turning aside from that original pur­
ity and strength of the first confessions.
At one point he says that faith in the
Father and the Holy Spirit really con-

stitutes a part of the essential substance
of faith in Christ, who stands as the
sale object of confession in the majority
of the earliest formulas. And in his
book Christ and Time he develops the
notion that we are to understand history
in terms of its mid-point, which is
Christ.

I think one of the great weaknesses
of this position is that it is not grounded
and rooted in the doctrine of creation.
Though there are differences from
Barth, there is much also that is like
Barth who insists on a Christo-centric
interpretation of theology and the Bible.

Now I wonder if it is not true that
in our average service of worship, our
hymns, and even our preaching, there
is not a tendency to be Christo-centric
in a fashion that impoverishes very
grievously the presentation of Christ
and the gospel.

As one example, isn't it true that
even Reformed ministers and preachers
in referring to eschatology are likely to
speak simply about the return of Christ,
the blessed hope, centering their atten­
tion almost exclusiveiy on that event.
Not that the event is not important,
but should not eschatology be more
basically conceived in terms of the con­
summation of the Kingdom of God in
the new heavens and new earth where­
in dwelleth righteousness, and where
God is all in all? Surely we must
preach the return of Christ on the
clouds of heaven with great power and
glory, but must not these broader as­
pects of eschatology have their proper
place.

The New Testament is
God-Centered

Perhaps, though, some of you feel
that the New Testament - and all
Scripture-is really Christo-centric after
all. I was once asked, by a man known
as a representative of the Reformed
faith, whether it wasn't true, after all,
that the Lutheran emphasis on the gos­
pel of salvation through Christ wasn't
just a little truer to the New Testament.

Well, I don't think so at all. I think
indeed that the New Testament is con­
cerned with Jesus Christ, but not with
a Christo-centric emphasis, at least cer­
tainly not with an exclusively Christo­
centric approach to the truth.

Let us look briefly, first, at the apos­
tolic preaching as recorded in Acts. At
the beginning, there in the second chap­
ter, our attention is centered on Christ
as the one slain by wicked rulers, but
whom God raised up. The prophecy
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of Joel is introduced as God's word to
men. Jesus is presented as the Naza­
rene, a man approved by God unto you,
by miracles and wonders and signs
which God did through him. And it
was by the foreknowledge of God that
Jesus was delivered up. God, you see,
is very much at the center. Jesus,
whom God raised up, is exalted to
God's right hand, and God hath made
him both Lord and Christ. And the
message is to as many as the Lord our
God shall call.

Again in the third chapter Peter de­
clares-vs. I3-that the God of Abra­
ham and Isaac and Jacob, the God of
our fathers, glorified Jesus. Christ is
put in the context of the covenant God
and his revelation and his redemptive
activity. This, I am insisting, is the
emphasis of the apostolic preaching. It
appears throughout the preaching re­
corded in Acts. The message was a
message of God's doing in Christ, not a
narrowly exclusive presentation of sal­
vation in terms of Christ alone.

This point could be reinforced in
many ways throughout the New Testa­
ment. The Gospels present Jesus
Christ as the fulfillment of the promises
of God to David and to Abraham.
Paul speaks in similar terms, for ex­
ample in Galatians 3 and Romans 4·
Even in Philippians 2, which Cull mann
dwells on because of its strong Christo­
logical emphasis, we note that it is God
who exalted Jesus and gave him his
great Name. And he is to be acknowl­
edged as Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

Again if we turn to Jesus' own mes­
sage concerning himself, as presented in
the gospels, the same thought prevails.
Christ presents himself as the Christ of
God, as God's anointed. This means
many things, but it certainly means that
Christ's relationship to God is basic,
and only if we recognize that will we
have a key to understanding many of
the details that are given.

How can we understand the Bap­
tism or temptation of Christ without
this thought, that he is God's anointed,
come to do God's will as God's servant.
The miracles are not "show" miracles,
but by them he discloses the power and
authority of God with which he works
in the world to accomplish the purpose
for which he came. Likewise all of his
life, his going to the cross, and the
resurrection cannot be expounded in
the perspective which they have in the
Gospels, unless we take account of this
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basic thought, that Jesus is the anointed
of God.

We also notice that Jesus' own mes­
sage is summed up in the message of
the Kingdom of God, and the coming
of that Kingdom. What could be more
God-centered than that? And Christ
presented his own person in relation­
ship to that all encompassing theme of
the coming of the Kingdom of God.
When we think of the Kingdom of
God, we must think of its consumma­
tion. For the rule and the realm of
God are only perfectly present when
God himself is all in all, and when the
petition of the Lord's prayer is fully
answered-thy kingdom come, but
also, thy will be done, and thy name be
hallowed. Only in the consummation
will this be truly accomplished. And
our concern for the glory of God must
be a concern that his Kingdom shall

Brief Church Notes

Portland, Me.: A large audience
gathered on Sunday afternoon, April 4,
in Second Parish church for the dedi­
cation of the memorial pipe organ.
Following a Scripture reading and
prayer, the choir under the direction of
Mr. Warren Marshall sang "Praise to
the Lord," by Gesangbuch. The con­
gregation joined in repeating the dedi­
cation form. Then Mr. Charles Finney,
F.A.G.O., Chairman of the division of
Music and Art of Houghton College,
presented the dedicatory concert on the
organ. Total cost of the organ recon­
struction was $7,800, of which about
$5,000 has been raised through offer­
ings . . . Two elders of the church,
Lenville Hawkes and Ernest Kliernan,
had their personal testimonies pub­
lished in the Portland Morning Herald
in a series of articles by laymen during
the Lenten season.

Rural Maine: Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Oliver and his family have come to
Ludlow to take charge of the work in
that area. Services have been held in
Ludlow since last July, though no
church has yet been formally organized
there . . . Plans are under way for
erecting a more permanent organiza­
tion to supervise the Cornville Bible
Conference. A tract of some 85 acres

indeed come, according to his promise.
So I am saying that the New Testa­

ment message is not, in the sense in
which Cullmann and others assert, a
Christo-centric message, but is a thor­
oughly God-centered message.

How to Keep Preaching
God·Centered

In conclusion I would suggest ways
in which we may keep our messages
God-centered, or make them more God­
centered. And my main suggestion is
that we take account of the way in
which details of Scripture find their in­
tegration in terms of great ruling con­
cepts, such as the covenant and the
Kingdom of God. We won't keep our
preaching God-centered by an occa­
sional series of sermons on specific Re­
formed doctrines. In every sermon,

(See "Stonehouse," p. 75)

of land bordering on a nearby lake has
been secured. A building suitable for
chapel and dining hall is also being
provided. Conference sessions have
been held in each of the past two years
and another is being planned for this
summer.

Schenectady, N. Y.: The pastor of
Calvary Church, the Rev. Raymond M.
Meiners, has been preaching a series of
sermons on the Seven Last Words of
Christ, during the period preceding
Easter. On the evening of March 28
a film, Land of Heartbreak, depicting
the work of the Pocket Testament
League in Korea, was shown. More
than 100 persons attended the service
the evening of March 7, when the
senior choir presented the sacred can­
tata, Penitence, Pardon and Peace, by
Mainder.

East Orange, N. J.: By means of a
generous offering on March 14, the
people of Covenant church wiped out
the indebtedness on the electronic organ
purchased last summer. Seven men of
the church participated in the service on
April I I, presenting brief meditations
on the Seven Last Words.

Middletown, Pa.: Teachers in the
Sunday schools of Calvary church and
the branch work at Olmstead have com­
pleted a three month training course
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Architect's Drawing of new building of Franklin Square Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, for which funds are being sought. Building now in use appears in the

background.

conducted by the pastor, the Rev. Rob­
ley Johnston. The Rev. Robert W.
Eckardt was guest speaker for special
services held in February. Average
attendance at week-night services was
95. The Christian day school in Mid­
dletown observed March as Christian
school month, with special attention
given to Christian education.

Grove City, Pa.e Young people of
Wayside church have been studying a
booklet on Creation and Evolution,
written by Dr. Russell Mixter of
Wheaton College. It has provided an­
swers to some of the instruction in high
school and college. Young people from
Wayside, and from Covenant Church
of Pittsburgh have participated in spe­
cial services at the county jail recently.
A program of neighborhood visitation
is being fostered among the families of
the church.

Bancroft, S. D.: William Leckey
was ordained an elder of the Man­
chester church on March 21. Four
persons were received into the church
on April 4. The Bancroft congrega­
tion mourns the loss through death on
March 10 of Hubert Muilenburg, a
member of the congregation since 1921.
A delegation of ladies from the Ban­
croft, Manchester and Yale churches
attended the Presbyterial at Volga on
April 8.

Los Angeles, Calif.: Under the title
of a Christian Life Conference, special
services were held at Beverly Church
each night from March 10-19, with
neighboring ministers as guest preach­
ers. Attendance was generally excel­
lent at the services, which were a real
blessing to the people. The Rev. John
D. Johnston was guest speaker at the
church on March 28. On the same day,
ground was broken for a new unit of
the church structure. This will be an
education building, for Sunday school
classes. Funds available or pledged in­
dicate the new unit will be paid for
completely in about a year.

Long Beach, Calif.: A Christian
School Association has been organized
among the members of First Church,
with Mr. Dayton Johns serving as
chairman. A men's dinner was held at
the church recently, with about ISO

persons present. Bob Davenport and
Bob Heydenfelt of the UCLA football
team were guest speakers.

Whittier, Calif.: The Whittier Sun­
day school, which began a few months
ago with an attendance of 17, in [anu-

ary and February had an average at­
tendance of 47, and won an attendance
contest with Santee and Westminster
Sunday schools. The Rev. Robert
Nicholas, home missionary in the area,
has been conducting a Tuesday morn­
ing Bible class at the home of Mrs.
Norman Beize, with ten women from
the neighborhood enrolled.

Sun Gardens, Calif.: The group in
Sun Gardens, meeting under Home
Missionary Robert Nicholas, have de­
cided to sell the original lot they pur­
chased, and have chosen another lot
near two new housing developments.
Zoning to permit a church at the new
location has been granted.

National City, Calif.: Members of
Valley Church of Santee met with
members of First Church of National
City on March 19 for a dinner for the
Rev. and Mrs. John D. Johnston, mis­
sionaries on route to Formosa. A
daughter Lois Francine, their sixth
child, was born to Pasror rand Mrs.
Petersen on January 10.

Franklin Square to
Erect Building

T a E Franklin Square Orthodox
Presbyterian Church of Franklin

Square, Long Island, N. Y., has de­
cided to proceed with the construction

of a new church building. Their pres­
ent meeting place is a small building
converted to church use.

The new building, with balcony, will
seat about 250 persons. Present plans
call for red brick construction, with
laminated wooden arches inside. There
will be a full basement, a nursery room,
and radiant heat. The church has re­
ceived the promise of some used pews
in excellent condition from a neighbor­
ing church, and these are of such de­
sign that they can be used and addi­
tional pews made when the new build­
ing is ready.

The new construction is to be fi­
nanced by 20-year bonds in amounts
of $25 and $100, bearing 4 % interest,
and anyone interested in helping the
work of the church in this way is in­
vited to purchase some of the bonds.
Information may be secured from the
Rev. Elmer Dortzbach, pastor of the
church, at 64 Garfield St., Franklin
Square, N. Y.

Mahaffy Writes
from Eritrea,

A letter from the Rev. Francis Ma­
haffy, Orthodox Presbyterian mis­

sionary in Korea, under date of March
9, contains the following brief account
of some recent experiences:-
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"We have not lacked for interest at
our meetings recently. Last Sunday at
Senafe there were perhaps some 80
people, with about fifteen Coptic
priests. After my message as usual I
ask for questions, and priests and others
really fire them! For four or five Sun­
days now the message has been fol­
lowed by a z-hour discussion. Yester­
day, five priests came to our house and
Herb (the Rev. Herbert S. Bird), Alam
and I continued the discussion for a
couple more hours. They may come to
Adi Caieh tonight to study with our
group here for a couple of days. As­
beha, the Tauro priest, has come here
and I am spending most of the week
here teaching a number of people.

"It takes a lot of patience working
with people like the Senafe priests.
They ask a question and after you have
answered it they return to the same
question again and often with the most
irrational sort of arguments. Last Sun­
day I turned the tables and pressed a
young priest with questions until he
made some very absurd and contradic­
tory statements, and if he didn't get the
point, I think the rest of the people did.
But as Alam says, some of those who
are the strongest in their opposition to
us and our teaching may some day be
the ones with the strongest faith. At
least I hope so, and I think there is
some evidence that some people are
beginning to think, and at least they
now realize that our teaching is very
different from theirs."

The latest information was that the
Mahaffy family expected to reach this
country in August. They are due
home for a year's furlough this sum­
mer, but are making travel arrange­
ments from Eritrea and had not yet
completed those arrangements.

Foreign Missions
Committee Appeals
for Help

T H E Committee on Foreign Mis­
sions of The Orthodox Presbyterian

Church has sent out an appeal for addi­
tional financial support of its mission­
ary enterprise.

The letter, distributed March 18, re­
minded its readers that the Committee
had appointed two new missionary
families in the past year, and that one
of these families, the Theodore Hards,
was already in the Orient. The addi­
tions of missionary personnel had faced
the committee with the prospect of a
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definite financial crisis within a few
months, unless contributions were sub­
stantially above those of a year ago.

In addition to this, however, it has
now become possible for Mrs. Hard
and the children, who were temporarily
held in Japan, to go on to Korea and
join Mr. Hard. In fact, the family
went to Korea about the middle of
March. But the housing problem in
the overcrowded city of Pusan is very
difficult. The only way out seems to
be to purchase a house, at a price of
about $5,000. But this places that
much greater a demand on the funds of
the Mission committee.

The Committee estimated that it
needed regular contributions in the next
few months nearly $2,000 per month
above contributions received in the
similar period a year ago. Churches
and individuals are urged to bear this
special need in mind.

On April 16, the Rev. and Mrs. John
D. Johnston are scheduled to sail from
the west coast for mission work in
Formosa. When they reach the field,
the church will have eight family
couples and two individual mission­
aries on the foreign field.

General Assembly to
Meet in Rochester

TH E Twenty-first General Assembly
of The Orthodox Presbyterian

Church is scheduled to meet in Cove­
nant Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
Rochester, N. Y., on Wednesday, May
26, 1954, at 8 p.m. The intent of this
arrangement is that the worship service
and administration of Communion
which usually precede the Assembly
shall be held on Wednesday evening,
instead of Thursday morning as has
been customary. This gives an extra
half day for business of the Assembly
during the first week. Last year the
Assembly lasted through Tuesday eve­
ning of the second week.

Covenant Church is the smaller of
the two Orthodox Presbyterian congre­
gations in Rochester. Its pastor is the
Rev. Herbert V. G. DuMont. The As­
sembly of 1942 met in the Memorial
church in Rochester, of which the Rev.
John DeWaard is pastor.

Philadelphia Presbytery

TH E March meeting of Philadelphia
Presbytery was held in Knox

Church, Silver Spring, Maryland, the
first time in its history the Presbytery

has met in this church. Twelve min­
isters and nine ruling elders attended
the meeting.

More than an hour was taken up
with a discussion of the proposed re­
visions to the Form of Government,
carried on under the leadership of the
Rev. John P. Galbraith, a member of
the Assembly committee dealing with
this matter. It became apparent that
there were serious doubts on the part
of a number of the presbyters concern­
ing certain features of the proposed
Form.

Presbytery had before it a communi­
cation from Calvary Church of Glen­
side expressing the view that the re­
quirements of Scripture and the Con­
fession cannot be satisfied through the
practice of "open" communion, and
asking that Presbytery give attention to
the matter. Presbytery, on the basis of
a report of a study committee, replied
that the administration of Communion
was the responsibility of the local ses­
sion, and that without some complaint
or appeal against the procedure of the
session there was no obligation for
Presbytery to issue a ruling.

A complaint, signed by three minis­
ters and two ruling elders, charged that
Presbytery acted "arbitrarily and un­
fairly" in failing to approve Mr. G.
Travers Sloyer for ordination after hav­
ing approved an examination of him in
theology and placed a call from Re­
deemer Church in his hands. A com­
mittee was appointed to prepare an
answer to the complaint, for the next
meeting of Presbytery.

Since the only ruling elder of Re­
deemer church is unable to act, due to
illness, Presbytery appointed a commit­
tee of three to supervise the work of
that congregation.

Relief Parcels
for Korea

T H E following letter from the Rev.
Edwards E. Elliott of San Francisco,

California, gives information concern­
ing the sending of relief parcels to
Korea:-

"The present arrangement by which
the Navy takes relief clothing direct
from San Francisco to Pusan and de­
livers it to Bruce Hunt personally, is
satisfactory in every way. It eliminates
delay with customs at Pusan (a vexing
problem) and it eliminates the need for
itemizing the goods before mailing.
We are deeply grateful to Dr. Margaret
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Fire on the Earth

"Curse Ye Meroz"
By ROBERT K. CHURCHILL

Chung, whose knowledge of high Navy
personnel makes this possible.

"If the Eastern churches wish to par­
ticipate in this effort, they may do so.
Here are specific suggestions-

"I. Bolts of muslin should accompany
all relief shipments. The Koreans need
underwear, and highly prize muslin. If
money is sent, I will purchase muslin
in San Francisco. It may also be eco­
nomical to purchase second hand cloth­
ing in San Francisco, if the carloading
and freight rates from the east are pro­
hibitive. Such checks should be made
out to the First Orthodox Presbyterian
Church of San Francisco.

"2. Clothing should be clean and in
good repair. Shoes should have good
strings, and be tied in pairs. Rather
large cartons, sealed and tied securely,
are recommended.

"3. Parcels should be sent to me at
1283 Arguello Blvd., San Francisco 22,

Calif. Number the parcels and de­
scribe them in a letter, enclosing a pre­
paid post card for acknowledgment.

EDWARDS E. ELLIOTT."

Mrs. Park
Killed

WORD was received in Philadel­
phia on Monday, March 22, of the

tragic death in a traffic accident in
Korea, of Mrs. Yune Sun Park, wife of
the President of Korea Theological
Seminary. The shock of this was all
the greater because Mr. Park himself is
at present in Holland, studying at the
Free University, and the eldest daugh­
ter, Choon [a, is in America preparing
to enter Calvin College this fall. There
are five children of the family in Korea,
the oldest being a son 22 and the young­
est 3.

Spooner to Go
to Korea

MR. A. Boyce Spooner and his
family expect to go to Korea early

in the summer. Mr. Spooner is an
engineer, who was employed in Korea
following World War II. He became
interested in the work of Korea Semi­
nary and in the missionary activities of
the Rev. Bruce Hunt, and returned to
this country for a period of study at
Westminster Seminary. He made his
home in Wildwood, N. J., where he
became an elder in Calvary Church.

The company with which he was
formerly associated has sought his serv-
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ices again in Korea, and he has decided
to go out. He expects to be able after
a limited period, to return and com­
plete his work at the Seminary.

Welmers to Work
in Kpelle Language

DR. William E. Welmers, Orthodox
Presbyterian minister who has

been doing teaching and research in the
field of linguistics, will be engaged in
directing the language instruction of
missionaries and in supervising the
translation of the Bible into the Kpelle
language, when he goes to Liberia early
this summer. He plans to leave with
his family in June, and to fly by Pan­
American plane to Monrovia. His
work will be under the United Luther­
an Church, but will be related to sev­
eral different missions working in the
Kpelle language area of Liberia.

A man of letters once heard the great
Irish orator, Daniel O'Connell.

So impressed was he that he went home
and wrote:

Once to my sight ,
That giant form was given,
Walled by wide air
And roofed by boundless heaven.
It was with something akin to this

feeling that in the Fall of 1933, I went
to hear our great missionary statesman,
Dr. Robert E. Speer, senior Secretary of
The Board of Foreign Missions of The
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. For
years the name Speer was a name to be
reckoned with in many lands. Our
pastor, Dr. Weyer, would often hold
him up as our ideal both academically
and spiritually: as a student in College
and Seminary, he far outdistanced
others; as a Christian leader and worker
he was incomparable. He commanded
respect and love from all classes of peo­
ple, both in and out of the church. The
conservative forces especially claimed
him because of his missionary vision
and evangelical zeal. The meeting was
to be held in a 'certain Presbyterian
Church in Media, Penna., and a large
expectant crowd had gathered. But
there was decidedly more than expect­
ancy there that' night. The feeling of
tension and crisis was very manifest.

Dr. J. Gresham Machen had recently

Dr. Welmers is currently completing
a period of work at Cornell university,
where he has been associated with the
preparation of a series of textbooks for
teaching English in other countries. He
has also had the job of checking, for

.the American Bible Society, a transla­
tion of the Gospel of Mark in Kpelle.
He not only checked this translation,
in the process engaging in correspond­
ence by way of tape-recordings with
missionaries on the field, but also be­
came the actual compositor of the
printed booklet, which was a photo­
graphic reproduction slightly enlarged
of his typewritten manuscript.

Dr. Welmers expects to be in Liberia
for about IS months, and beginning in
September, 1955, has accepted an ap­
pointment as Associate Professor of
Linguistics at the Kennedy School of
Missions in Hartford, Connecticut.

published a large pamphlet entitled
'Modernism in the Board of Foreign
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in
the U. S. A.' This work was an argu­
ment in support of an overture intro­
duced to Presbytery in January of '33,
and made the Order of the Day for a
meeting in April of that year. On the
subject of missions, the air was electric
anyway, ever since the book RE­
THINKING MISSIONS had been for­
mulated and published. And now this

, work of Dr. Machen had showed in an
unmistakable and unanswerable way
that the Presbyterian Church through
its Mission Board was, to say the least,
condoning Modernism. Plainly the
church, or at least its leaders, was on
the 'spot'-an answer and a very good
answer had to be forthcoming.

Let me say a few more words about
this large pamphlet of Dr. Machen's.
The contents are most important. Here
was over one hundred pages of well­
documented evidence of modernism
and unbelief in the foreign missionary
work of the Presbyterian Church. The
work was ably supplemented by a long
communication from Chancellor Arie
Kok, at that time stationed in North
China. This last mentioned part of the
work made the whole argument very
real.-Here was an eye-witness account
of the havoc wrought by Modernism on
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the Foreign Field-a report of a wit­
ness who was known and respected the
world over. I wish that my reader
could sit down for an hour or two with
this splendid piece of work; it is not
easy to read, but it is most enlightening.
Here is controversial material and al­
though it is treated in a forthright
fashion (Dr. Machen hated weasel
words) the treatment is fair and gentle­
manly, it is far removed from the
squabble experienced in so many
churches. What will you find in this
work ? You will find quotations of
error, heresy and unbelief which will
fairly stop the mind. How could it be,
you wonder, that a church bearing the
Name of Christ, could countenance and
support such blasphemy? But the work
is more than a mere citation of evidence
picked at random from this or that
writer. It is also more than a condem­
nation of a Foreign Missions Board, or
anyone church agency. Before you
come to the end of that comprehensive
work you will have arrived at the con­
viction that the 'new theology' and its
methods, rather than skulking in a few
corners of the church, has saturated the
whole life and work of the denomina­
tion. As salt is in the sea, so is mod­
ernism in the church: this is the sad
conclusion the evidence bids us take.

It was this evidence and the presen­
tation of such facts set forth in such a
reasonable way which drew the hatred
of the church leaders down on the head
of Dr. Machen. Moreover Presbyterian
laymen were awakening - something
was surely wrong: Why were not these
facts known before? Why should
Christians continue to support anti­
Christ? Why doesn't our church do
something?

So the city of Media was the Arena.
Dr. Speer was the champion, and the
multitudes would hear a blow for blow
description of the contest. The West­
minster men were there. Yes there was
Dr. Machen in the audience, the people
were more than ready for the clash.

As Dr. Speer began and continued
speaking, he met all my expectations.
Here indeed was a man of God of rare
qualities and undoubted powers. But
the hour grew late and no reference was
made to those burning issues which
were then troubling the church. Men
were going to eternal ruin under false
teaching-didn't he care? Why this
parading of all that was so touching in
missionary annals, when the enemy of
souls had come in like a flood? But no,
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I am wrong, he is now mentioning
modernism. There is a pause. He has
saved this for the conclusion. Then he
continues with the words which made
such an impression on me that I believe
I can still remember them as they were
given: "If there is modernism or un­
faithfulness in the Board of Foreign
Missions, I ought to know about it."
Then, with his great hands clasped in
front of him, he quotes slowly and with
telling effect, John 3: I 6, and the meet­
mg IS over.

I tell you I did not sleep that night.
(There were to be many such nights.)
What was I to think now, of Dr. Speer,
of the church he so ably served, my
church?

IN the conflict between Modernism and
Orthodoxy in the Presbyterian Church

in the U.S.A., there was frequently an
effort on the part of the liberals to avoid
dealing directly with the issues of the
struggle. Here the pastor of Calvary
Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Cedar
Grove, Wisconsin, reports some of his
own experiences of this procedure.

During my last two years at the Uni­
versity I had lived at Westminster
House, the name for most Presbyterian
houses and student centers on univer­
sity campuses. Living at such a place
is an education in itself. I am glad that
I had such an opportunity. I think
now of the many kindnesses shown to
me by that minister's family. But I'm
glad of that opportunity for other rea­
sons. It offered a wonderful opportu­
nity to get acquainted with so many
leaders of the church; also to meet close
at hand the inner life and problems of
the denomination. The pulsing life of
a great university surged around me;
also the pulsing life of a church which
was trying desperately to meet those
strong currents. There I was to be con­
fronted continually with the strength
and awfulness of those pagan currents,
and also the weak and puerile message
which the church offered, as it were to
stem the tide.

I did not need to read Dr. Machen's
pamphlet to know of the sad state of
the various boards and agencies of the
church. As a pre-ministerial student I
underwent many visits from various
denominational leaders. I also heard
these men speak to large groups of
students on the campus. A few were
sincere men of God. More were typi­
cal modernists. But the greater part of

the program in such places was the
generally liberal, "please everybody"
affair. What we did or said was irrele­
vant and inconsequential. Sometimes
I'm sure the Lord is angry at modern­
ism and other times I think He must
be just bored.

Well, that was Presbyterianism at a
great pagan University. Talk about the
discovery of old violins! There is one
ancient fiddle which the liberals have
dug up. It is not a 'Strad'-No, it is
the genuine fiddle of Nero which they
have discovered, and on Nero's fiddle
they have been playing with great
gusto.

I knew what a task Dr. Machen had
in gathering evidence of modernism in
church agencies. There was indeed
bold and blatant unbelief, and they
dared put their unChristian beliefs in
writing - they were never challenged.
Many however, were either too clever
or too fearful to be so articulate. But
there was another kind of damaging
evidence which was not at all difficult
to gather. It came at you from all
directions. There was so much of the
preaching, teaching, and program of
the church which was neither hot nor
cold, but lukewarm. This program was
being set forth as a new and vibrant
type of faith to meet the modern age.
Christians were being called upon to
sacrifice and push forward a faith and
program which the Saviour of the
world would spue out of His mouth.
Many ministers did not, for instance,
deny such truths as the blood atone­
ment, but neither did they proclaim it.
Men were going to perdition under the
preaching which kept a discreet silence
on anything offensive to the natural
man.

But I was speaking of Dr. Speer and
the sleepless night he had caused me.
In student days I had been helped by
the writings of Dr. Speer. As evangel­
icals we felt that here was one leader in
the church who could easily measure
up to any of the men who were speak­
ing forth the denials of liberalism, he
oft proved a friend in need. How then,
could I explain what happened in
Media? "If there is modernism in the
Board of Foreign Missions, I ought to
know it," said this giant of faith and
intellect. Was there modernism in this
Board? None could deny it. Did Dr.
Speer know about it? Who would dare
say that he did not know about it?
Why then did he so speak and act, on

(See "Churchill," p. 74)
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A Home Study Course in Christian Doctrine

The Application of Redemption
By JOlIN MURRAY

LESSON XVIII
Union with Christ I.

I N these articles we are dealing with
the application of redemption. In­

telligent readers may have wondered
why there has not been up to this point
some treatment of union with Christ.
Obviously it is an important aspect of
the application of redemption and, if
we did not take account of it, not only
would our presentation of the applica­
tion of redemption he defective but our
view of the Christian life would be
gravely distorted. Nothing is more
central or basic than union and com­
munion with Christ.

There is, however, a good reason
why the subject of union with Christ
should not be coordinated with the
other phases of the application of re­
demption with which we have dealt.
That reason is that union with Christ
is in itself a very broad and embracive
subject. It is not simply a step in the
application of redemption; when
viewed, according to the teaching of
Scripture, in its broader aspects it
underlies every step of the application
of redemption. Union with Christ is
really the central truth of the whole
doctrine of salvation not only in its ap­
plication but also in its once-for-all ac­
complishment in the finished work of
Christ. Indeed the whole process of
salvation has its origin in one phase of
union with Christ and salvation has in
view the realization of other phases of
union with Christ. This can be readily
seen if we remember that brief expres­
sion which is so common in the New
Testament, namely, "in Christ." It is
that which is meant by "in Christ" that
we have in mind when we speak of
"union with Christ." It is quite ap­
parent that the Scripture applies the
expression "in Christ" to much more
than the application of redemption. A
certain aspect of union with Christ, it is
true, belongs strictly to the application
of redemption. With that we shall deal
later. But we would not deal properly
with the subject of union with Christ
unless we set forth, first of all, its
broader meaning. We would not be
able to appreciate that which falls with­
in the application of redemption if we
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did not relate it to that which is
broader.

The breadth of union with Christ
can be seen if we survey the teaching
of Scripture respecting it. When we
do this we see how far back it goes and
how far forward.

The fountain of salvation itself in the
eternal election of the Father is "in
Christ." Paul says: "Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in
Christ, even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world"
(Eph. 1:3,4). The Father elected from
eternity, but he elected in Christ. We
are not able to understand all that is
involved, but the fact is plain enough
that there was no election of the Father
in eternity apart from Christ. And
that means that those who will be saved
were not even contemplated by the
Father in the ultimate counsel of his
predestinating love apart from union
with Christ-they were chosen in
Christ. As far back as we can go in
tracing salvation to its fountain we
find "union with Christ;" it is not
something tacked on; it is there from
the outset.

It is also because the people of God
were in Christ when he gave his life a
ransom and redeemed by his blood that
salvation has been secured for them;
they are represented as united to Christ
in his death, resurrection, and exalta­
tion to heaven (Rom. 6:2-rr; Eph. 2:4­
6; Col. 3:3, 4). "In the beloved," Paul
says, "we have redemption through his
blood" (Eph. 1:7). Hence we may
never think of the work of redemption
wrought once for all by Christ apart
from the union with his people which
was effected in the election of the
Father before the foundation of the
world. In other words, we may never
think of redemption in abstraction from
the mysterious arrangements of God's
love and wisdom and grace by which
Christ was united to his people and his
people were united to him when he
died upon the accursed tree and rose
again from the dead. This is but an­
other way of saying that the church is
the body of Christ and "Christ loved

the church and gave himself for it"
(Eph. 5:25).

It is in Christ that the people of God
are created anew. "We are his work­
manship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works" (Eph. 2:10). Here Paul
is insisting upon the great truth that by
grace, not works, we are saved. Salva­
tion has its inception in God's grace.
And this is certified by the fact that we
are saved by a new creation in Christ.
It should not surprise us that the be­
ginning of salvation in actual posses­
sion should be in union with Christ be­
cause we have found already that it is
in Christ that salvation had its origin
in the eternal election of the Father and
that it is in Christ salvation was once
for all secured by Jesus' ransom blood.
We could not think of such union with
Christ as suspended when the people of
God become the actual partakers of
redemption-they are created anew in
Christ.

But not only does the new life have
its inception in Christ; it is also con­
tinued by virtue of the same relation­
ship to him. It is in Christ that Chris­
tian life and behavior are conducted
(Rom. 6:4; I Cor. 1:4,5; ct. I Cor. 6:15­
17)' The new life believers live they
live in the fellowship of Jesus' resurrec­
tion; in everything they are made rich
in him in all utterance and in all knowl­
edge.

It is in Christ that believers die.
They have fallen asleep in Christ or
through Christ and they are dead in
Christ (I Thess. 4:14, 16). Could any­
thing illustrate the indissolubility of
union with Christ more plainly than
the fact that this union is not severed
even in death? Death, of course, is
real-spirit and body are rent asunder.
But the separated elements of the per­
son are still united to Christ. "Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of
his saints" (Psalm rr6:15).

Finally, it is in Christ that the people
of God will be resurrected and glori­
fied. It is in Christ they will be made
alive when the last trumpet will sound
and the dead will be raised incorrupti­
ble (I Cor. 15:22). It is with Christ
they will be glorified (Rom. 8:17).

We thus see that union with Christ
has its source in the election of God the
Father before the foundation of the
world and it has its fruition in the glori­
fication of the sons of God. The per­
spective of God's people is not narrow;
it is broad and it is long. It is not con-
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Church Government
The Governmental Organization of
the Church, and the Work of the Session

fined to space and time; it has the ex­
panse of eternity. Its orbit has two
foci, one the electing love of God the
Father in the counsels of eternity, the
other glorification with Christ in the
manifestation of his glory. The former
has no beginning, the latter has no end.
Glorification with Christ at his coming
will be but the beginning of a consum­
mation that will encompass the ages of
the ages. "So shall we ever be with the
Lord" (I Thess. 4:17). It is a perspec­
tive with a past and with a future, but
neither the past nor the future is
bounded by what we know as our
temporal history. And because tempo­
ral history falls within such a perspec­
tive it has meaning and hope. What is
it that binds past and present and fu­
ture together in the life of faith and in
the hope of glory? Why does the be­
liever entertain the thought of God's
determinate counsel with such joy?
Why can he have patience in the per­
plexities and adversities of the present?
Why can he have confident assurance

FOLL OW IN G are chapters 8 and 9
of the proposed revision of the FORM

OF GOVERNMENT of The Orthodox
Presbyterian Church. The change from
the present Form in these chapters con­
sists chiefly in more extensive analysis
of the matters dealt with, rather than
any positive change of operation.

CHAPTER VIII

Of Church Government and the
Several Kinds of Judicatories

I. It is absolutely necessary that the
government of the church be exercised
under some certain and definite form.
We hold that government by presbyters
is the form of government prescribed
by Scripture and appointed for the
church to the end of the world.

2. The church consists of many dis­
tinct congregations. Since these con­
gregations belong to the body of Christ,
which is one, they are not independent
units but sustain to one another an
organic, corporate relationship.

3. This corporate unity must express
itself in government as well as in other
respects. Hence the government vested
in the church and exercised by the
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with reference to the future and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God? It is be­
cause he cannot think of past, present,
or future apart from union with Christ.
It is union with Christ now in the vir­
tue of his death and the power of his
resurrection that certifies to him the
reality of his election in Christ before
the foundation of the world-he is
blessed by the Father with all spiritual
blessings in the heavenlies in Christ
just as he was chosen in Christ from
eternal ages (cf. Eph. I:3, 4). And he
has the seal of an eternal inheritance
because it is in Christ that he is sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise as the
earnest of his inheritance unto the re­
demption of the purchased possession
(cf. Eph. 1:13, 14). Apart from union
with Christ we cannot view past, pres­
ent, or future with anything but dismay
and Christless dread. By union with
Christ the whole complexion of time
and eternity is changed and the people
of God may rejoice with joy unspeak­
able and full of glory.

presbyters must not be restricted to the
government exercised by the sessions
over local congregations but must be as
embracive as the corporate unity which
belongs to the church as a whole.

4. Under certain circumstances the
most satisfactory way of exercising this
inclusive oversight would be for all the
presbyters of all the congregations to
meet for the purpose of exercising over­
sight and jurisdiction over the whole
church.

5. Since however, it is not usually
possible, or, at least, practicable, for all
the presbyters to meet in assembly, it is
proper that a number of presbyters
should be chosen to meet in general as­
sembly in order to adjudicate those mat­
ters which concern the whole church.

6. Moreover, since it is often imprac­
ticable for such general assemblies to
perform such oversight and govern­
ment as are requisite to the good order
which ought to be maintained in the
church, it is proper that the presbyters
within a particular area should meet in
assembly in order to exercise oversight
over the congregations within that area.
And since it is not always practicable
for all of the presbyters within such an

area to meet in assembly, representa­
tives from the presbyters of each con­
gregation may thus meet. This assem­
bly of presbyters is generally called the
presbytery.

7. The unity that belongs to the body
of Christ is therefore exemplified in the
government of the church by the fact
that the congregation is subject to the
jurisdiction of the session, the session to
the jurisdiction of the presbytery, and
the presbytery to the jurisdiction of the
general assembly. By such measures
mutual counsel and assistance are pro­
moted, soundness of doctrine and regu­
larity of discipline are preserved, knowl­
edge and piety are furthered, and in­
fidelity, error, and immorality are more
effectively prevented.

8. These congregational, presbyterial
and synodical judicatories ought not to
possess any civil jurisdiction, nor to in­
flict any civil penalites. Their power is
wholly moral or spiritual, and that only
ministerial and declarative. They pos­
sess the right of requiring obedience to
the laws of Christ, and of excluding the
disobedient and disorderly from the
privileges of the church. To give effi­
ciency, however, to this necessary and
scriptural authority, they possess the
powers requisite for obtaining evidence
and inflicting censure. They can call
before them any offender against the
order and government of the church;
they can require members of their own
society to appear and give testimony in
the cause; but the highest punishment
to which their authority extends is to
exclude the contumacious and impeni­
tent from the congregation of believers.

9. In these assemblies voting by
proxy shall not be permitted, nor shall
anyone be allowed to vote except when
the vote is being taken.

CHAPTER IX
Of the Session

I. The session consists of the pastor
or pastors and ruling elders of a par­
ticular congregation.

2. Of this judicatory, two elders if
there be so many, with the pastor if
there be only one, or one of the pastors
if there be more than one, shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum.

3. The session shall always choose its
own moderator. It is proper and some­
times highly expedient that the pastor
should be elected to serve in this capac­
ity. But since those who rule in the
church perform this function on a
parity with one another it is not requi­
site that the pastor should be moderator
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Children's Day Program
in the Sunday School

of the session. The moderator shall
serve for a term of one year or for such
a longer or shorter term as the session
shall determine.

4. When, for prudential reasons, it
may appear advisable that some other
minister or an elder from another ses­
sion should be invited to preside, the
session may invite such other minister
or elder as they may see meet, belong­
ing to the same presbytery, to preside
in that case.

5. When a church is without a pastor
the session may meet and proceed to
business without the presence of a min­
ister. But it is usually expedient in
such cases that a minister appointed by
the presbytery or invited by the session
should be present and, in such an event,
he may be elected to preside. This is
particularly advisable when the session
is constituted for judicial business. In
the case of the illness or absence of the
pastor, the same procedure may be fol­
lowed.

6. When a church is without a pastor
or when by reason of absence or illness
the pastor is unable to be present, three
elders, if there be so many, shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum. In
no case may the work of the session be
performed where there are less than
two in attendance.

7. The church session is charged with
maintaining the spiritual government
of the congregation. For this purpose
they have power to inquire into the
knowledge and Christian conduct of
the members of the church; to call be­
fore them offenders and witnesses, be­
ing members of their own congrega­
tion, and to introduce other witnesses,
where it may be necessary to bring the
process to issue, and when they can be
procured to attend; to receive members
into the church; to admonish, to re­
buke, to suspend or exclude from the
sacraments, those who are found to
deserve censure; to determine all mat­
ters concerning the conduct of worship
and of other religious services; to con­
cert the best measures for promoting
the spiritual interests of the congrega­
tion, including the supervision of the
Sunday school and of other organiza­
tions within the church, and to appoint
delegates to the higher judicatories of
the church ..•

II. By vote of the session it may, at
the request of a member, dismiss him
to a particular congregation of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, or of a
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denomination of like 'purity in faith
and practice, in token whereof a letter
commending him to the care of the
session of that congregation shall be
sent to it under the hand of the clerk.
The request of the head of the family,
on behalf of the family, shall be deemed
sufficient request for the dismissal of
the family. The session may refuse to
grant a request for dismissal to a con­
gregation of another denomination if
in its judgment such refusal is war­
ranted. If a member desires dismissal

AT a convention of the New Jersey
Sunday School Association held

last fall, several of the ladies took part
in a discussion of _, how the Sunday
school might observe certain special
days in the year. In a previous issue
we published the talk of Mrs. John Gal­
braith on the subject of having mission
Sundays in the Sunday school. Here­
with we are presenting the talk of Mrs.
Edward L. Kellogg, wife of the pastor
of Immanuel Church of West Collings­
wood, on the subject of observing Chil­
dren's Day in the Sunday school.

WH AT is Children's Day, and what
is the purpose of observing Chil­

dren's Day? The day is usually ob­
served the second Sunday in June. It
seems to be a day on which children
present a program for their parents, for
the adults who come to church. One
purpose might be said to be, to interest
the parents in the work of the children.

Often this program is presented dur­
ing the morning worship-service. Some­
times it is given during part of the Sun­
day school hour, extending on into the
morning worship period, and then per­
haps there is a shortened worship
period.

Now I am going to suggest some
things that we shouldn't do on Chil­
dren's Day, and then I am going to
suggest some things that might be done
on Children's Day.

In the first place, I feel rather
strongly about taking the worship
period for a Children's Day program.
I don't think it ought ever to be done.
Now I realize that some of you may do
that. I think that the Children's Day

to a church not of like purity, in faith
and practice, and cannot be dissuaded,
the session shall be obliged to grant him
a certificate of standing, and shall erase
his name from the roll. When the ses­
sion of the receiving church has re­
ceived a person into its membership the
clerk shall send notification in writing
to the session of the dismissing church.
Upon receipt of such notice the clerk
shall remove his name from the roll of
the church and the session shallrecord
the fact in its minutes.

program, if you have one, should be
entirely in the Sunday school hour,

In the second place, I feel that a pro­
gram that is to be presented at Chil­
dren's Day should not be one that is
planned and prepared in two, or shall
we say three, weeks. This is often the
case. There are hurried, last minute
rehearsals, and only about half the chil­
dren come, and the children are very
frequently ill prepared. To my way of
thinking, that should never be the case.
We know how our regular school pro­
grams are presented. They are usually
very well done. You see the advantage
the public or Christian school teachers
have. They have the children every
single day, all year long, and they can
practice every day when they are look­
ing forward to a program. But even
so, they plan a program long in ad­
vance, and when it is given, of course
it is given in a finished fashion.

Then there is something else I think
we shouldn't do in connection with
Children's Day. We shouldn't make it
an exhibition of our children. How
often have you been at a Children's
Day program, and the little folks will
walk up on the platform-perhaps they
are giving a recitation-and you hear
a murmur-Oh, isn't she cute-isn't he
a darling-and there are whispers and
murmurs in the audience, and some­
times the little one will become very
stage-struck and will forget what they
were going to say. Then what hap­
pens? Usually everyone laughs, or
many laugh. That not only is cruel, it
is an attitude that just shouldn't be in
the house of God. Often too when
children perform in this manner, when
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we have them come and give a recita­
tion in front of the congregation, they
begin to feel that they are pretty im­
portant - this really is their day ­
they're showing off their new spring
clothes to advantage-and they are con­
scious of that sort of thing. It fosters a
very wrong attitude. Sunday is the
Lord's day, and anything we do on
that day ought to glorify Him. And I
do think we should get away from ex­
alting our children on Children's Day.

Now for some positive suggestions,
what can we do? Someone might ask
in this connection, do we have to have
Children's Day? You don't. Lots of
churches have dispensed with Chil­
dren's Day, found it unnecessary, and
I don't believe it is at all necessary to
have a Children's Day program. But
you might observe Children's Day, and
rather effectively.

I think it might be used to interest
the parents of the children in the work
their children have been doing. A
great many of the parents perhaps are
not Christian, and if we could plan a
special day once a year on which they
would be specially invited to come to

the Sunday school and really observe
there what their children have been
learning, what they are doing from
week to week, it could be of great
value. '

This is a suggestion that I would
make. I think that rather than have
a program in the main auditorium
where an audience gathers and the chil­
dren are in an unnatural atmosphere
and become self-conscious, the program
should be in the individual depart­
ments. The class of beginners have
their own little program, and the
juniors and intermediates. Send a spe­
cial invitation to the parents concerned
to come to that particular department
in which their child has been. And
there there will be presented to them
just exactly what the children have
been doing from week to week through
the year. Let's not try to get up some­
thing on the spur of the moment, but
let's carefully, as teachers, plan our pro­
gram all year long, looking forward,
perhaps, to this time when they shall
sing their songs and give their memory
work to their parents.

I don't really think that the program
should last the whole of the period.
Perhaps the opening exercise period
might be extended a little, and there
could be presented in the opening peri-
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ad the memory work, catechism, and
songs they have learned and so on. As
for the songs, I feel there is a danger of
getting into a rut, of singing the same
songs or choruses over again and again.
They should learn new songs. There
are some lovely ones. We might just
mention-"There is a city bright,"
"Around the throne of God in heaven,"
from our hymnal. And "Holy Bible,
book divine," from Let Youth Praise
Him. There are a number of very
lovely children's hymns. Here too
might be a real opportunity for the
teachers to plan ahead for a year, teach­
ing the children new songs to present
in this program.

You might ask the question, what
will the parents do then, if you just
have them for the opening exercises.
They are there-will they stay and hear

Churchill
(Continued from p. 70)

that important occasion? This was not
a case of human frailty; what then, was
it? I had not then learned the awful
truth, nor was I ready to admit it if I
had learned it at that time, namely, that
there is scarcely any sin short of vio­
lence which the modern liberal will not
commit when his position is exposed or
attacked. There were to be many
"Medias" all over the nation as time
progressed and it meant that the people
in the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.
A. were to be kept in ignorance, or even
deceived, at all costs. The program of
Modernism must be advanced and if It

could be advanced by evangelicals, or
by quoting John 3:16, so much the
better! In fact, how could it be done
without employing this very method?

When Dr. Speer uttered those words
that night, something happened in that
large audience. There was a notice­
able relieving of the tension. Many
earnest Christians seemed to say, 'what
a relief to know that all this talk about
doctrinal unfaithfulness in our Boards
is unfounded, how good it is to be a
part of such a wonderful work; what a
little crackpot this Machen man must
be for trying to oppose the glorious
cause of missions.'

There was also happiness among the
modernists that night. They had tri­
umphed in their own way-without
meeting the issue squarely, without
striking a blow.

the lesson presentation? I think that
might be unwise. I would suggest in­
stead that they might adjourn to the
auditorium or another room, where the
Sunday school superintendent or pastor
might give a talk on how they, the
parents, could help the children in the
home. The talk might concern family
worship, aiding the children in mem­
ory work for the Sunday school, and
so on. Any number of valuable sug­
gestions might be given the parents in
a special meeting while the children
were having the regular lesson period.

We might call this a Sunday school
"Open House" and invite the parents
by special written invitation to the vari­
ous departments. I think a program
such as this might well be very worth­
while, for the children, the parents, and
the church.

Had I read further in the writings of
Dr. Speer, I would have been less sure
of his support of the orthodox cause.
Dr. Machen brought this out admirably
in his pamphlet-but students seldom
have more than a smattering ot data,
especially in things religious. Never­
theless Dr. Speer stands in the van­
guard of a very long group of ministers
and elders of the Presbyterian Church
who while they may be loyal to the
Scriptures in their own personal faith,
yet can be used to serve the cause of
Modernism.

This point may be best illustrated by
a story that went the rounds in those
early days of the formation of West­
minster. It was said that a certain Prof.
Erdman of Princeton did not believe
in smoking himself, but that he always
carried matches for the boys who did
smoke. The part which the 'match
carriers' played in the unfolding drama
of modern church history is a very im­
portant one indeed. We will see these
people often-many times in the pew.
There are thousands of people in the
church who are not unbelievers them­
selves, yet these very people can always
be counted on to support in every way
the program of unbelief. It is most
difficult of course, for the ordinary citi­
zen to see through the deception of
modernism; when good Christian terms
are used with a different meaning
poured into them, the trick is not easily
detected. However, when this is done
in the business world, the place where
the pocket book is affected, men usually
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Will float a bond issue of

Can you help in the development of this field?

to finance the construction of a church building

love as we set forth the rich conception
of the covenantal relationship which is
so much at the heart of the Bible.

The other ruling concept I mentioned
is the Kingdom of God. There are
many texts here, of course, that we can
preach on separately and with great
profit. I wonder whether we don't
miss a great deal by not preaching more
frequently on texts dealing with the
Kingdom of God. Surely here the Re­
formed faith shines forth with at least
the brilliance that appears in Paul. We
don't need to think of Paul as the
apostle of. the Reformed faith. The
Reformed faith is just as emphatically
in the Gospels.

When we think of the Kingdom of
God, we are bound to think of salvation
in its comprehensiveness. Salvation is
indeed an individual matter, but salva­
tion and reconciliation are comprehen­
sive, and they mean that God's purposes
with regard to men have not been frus­
trated but will surely by his grace be
accomplished, as also his purposes re­
garding the whole world will be real­
ized.

Likewise eschatology, the true teach­
ing of the coming of the Kingdom of
God, demands a comprehensive concep­
tion of salvation and of the Christian
life. A true understanding of eschatol­
ogy in such terms will not bring an
anti-social attitude toward the world, or
indifference to the world. Hope exists

$45.000
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Stonehouse
(Continued from p.66)

rather, we must give expression to the
great central emphases of Scripture.

The first of these ruling concepts I
would stress is the idea of the covenant.
This fact of covenant relationship is
central in the whole of Scripture. We
have noticed various ways in which it
is emphasized. We might mention
here Revelation 21, where in connec­
tion with the picture of the consumma­
tion we read that he shall tabernacle
with them and they shall be his people
and God shall be with them and be
their God. This is the covenantal idea
in its bare and essential elements. And
here certainly is true religion in its sim­
plicity. I will be your God, and ye
shall be my people. Isn't that the heart
of true religion? Isn't that the doc­
trine of the covenant in its essence?
Isn't that what the Bible is talking
about on every page? How rich may
preaching be in which the sovereign
grace of God is presented in terms of
this covenant relationship.

Here also we may do justice in our
preaching to duty, and to sin. Sin in
its true character will never appear
more clearly than when it is presented
in terms of the covenantal relationship,
as the breaking of God's covenant.
Likewise God's people may be inspired
to a life of obedience and service and

catch on, they make it their business to
get wise.

Every Christian is called to be a
soldier; every church member is called
to fight the Lord's battles. It is a most
solemn pronouncement which God
makes in Judges 5:23, "Curse ye Meroz
... because they came not to the help
of the Lord, to the help of the Lord
against the mighty." I have often won­
dered how the vast army of church
goers stands in the light of this sen­
tence.

At this juncture and by way of con­
clusion, I must refer to an incident
which took place some time later in a
meeting of the Philadelphia Presbytery.
A colored preacher, or perhaps he was
an elder, had been sitting through
several meetings where the issues of
Modernism in the Boards and agencies
of the church were being discussed.
He, along with others, were informed
of the unbelief and questionable proce­
dures, and so on. But it invariably hap­
pened that in the midst of these fact
findings, some very 'spiritual' minister
would arise and turn on the emotional
heat. He would speak of the wonder­
ful missionary enterprise and the con­
straining love of Christ, the need for
brotherly love rather than criticism, and
the beauty of dwelling together in
unity. Such men would usually con­
clude by quoting the 'love chapter' of
Corinthians. It was by these senti­
ments, as well as by parliamentary
sleight of hand, that the liberals were
able to keep the questions from being
judged on their own merit. The truth
or falsity of the arguments against the
Boards was never openly debated, the
matter of life and death never came to
an issue. Finally, this good colored
gentleman saw through the play, espe­
cially the part which these 'spiritual'
ministers had in it. To a group of men
in the rear, he said, with righteous in­
dignation: "Gentlemen, Ah thinks the
time has come when we have to live
like Christ, and fight like the Devil,"
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because it is God's world, and the
Christian has responsibilities to that
world because it is God's world.

Again if we think of the Kingdom
of God in this way, we will put a due
emphasis on the performance of God's
will. I think there is a danger among
us as well as among others of a subtle
kind of antinomianism. Often evan­
gelical people who grasp well the doc­
trine of the grace of God in salvation
yet discount the law of God and the
place of obedience. But if we really
mean business about the Kingdom of
God, about a world in which righteous­
ness will be accomplished, how can we
for a moment neglect the matter of
obedience to the revealed will of God.
In the context of the Kingdom of God
we will be required to put new em­
phasis on the validity and sanctity of
God's holy will, without in the least
neglecting the doctrines of sovereign
grace.

I think that just here a proper em­
phasis on the Kingdom of God will be
helpful in dealing with those who come
from what we sometimes speak of as a
fundamentalist background. For they
are quite outspoken in insisting that the
Kingdom of God, which is their hope,
is not going to come by human coopera­
tion. It depends on the sovereign grace
and power of God. But then does it
not follow that the realization of God's
rule in our hearts and lives must also
come from God, and not from man?

So in preaching the Kingdom of God
we will be giving proper emphasis to
the basic ingredients of the Reformed
faith.

Truly God-centered preaching indeed
will not be the thin, sterile Christ-less
sort of preaching sometimes heard in
our day. There is a sort of God-cen­
tered preaching which conveniently
omits reference to Christ. But in the
broad context of Scriptural thought we
shall preach Christ as never before­
the Christ in and through whose min­
istry the Kingdom of God is realized,
the Christ in whom we dwell and who
dwells in us. The wonderful particu­
larities of the gospel will have their
proper place, and we will be able to do
justice to the whole teaching of Scrip­
ture.

1£ we are to commend men to God
and to his Word, in a way that will
agree with Scripture, we need to preach
such a message, and cultivate such an
emphasis in our preaching. May it be
so, to the glory of God.
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Uomotos Looking to
Active Missionary Work

T H E Rev. and Mrs. George Y. Do­
moto, Orthodox Presbyterian mis­

sionaries in Japan, have completed their
formal language study and are making
preparations to. go to the Sendai area
where they will be engaged in evangel­
istic endeavor. They have been living in
the Tokyo area while pursuing their
language study.

In a recent letter they reported hav­
ing made a couple of trips to the Sendai
area looking for a house to live in, but
so far without success. On March I a
conference of the three Sendai area

News Item

To THE EDITOR:

The son of Karl Barth, Dr. Marcus Barth,
spoke at the Mission House College on March
29. The topic of the morning session was
"The Christology of the old Testament." In
the afternoon, the subject was "The Unity of
the New Testament."

Questions in the morning session uncovered
the fact that although the blood sacrifices were
surely a part of the church, we should never
sing ARE YOU WASHED IN THE BLOOD,
A trustee of the College who spoke from the
audience testified that the shedding of blood
meant the commitment of the life of the com­
munity to God.

Dr. Barth taught that the "Unity of the New
Testament" lies in the fact that it is a witness
to Christ. If many signs point to a central
object, the signs may point in different or
opposite directions and still point to that ob­
ject. ln this way. the Bible is a witness to
Christ. During the question period a man
asked if the 'witness' had to be true in order to
be a witness, could the witness be also false, or
did it matter? To this Dr. Barth answered,
"What is truth?" The questioner persisted by
saying that the truth of the Bible was well set
forth in the Westminster Confession. To this
Dr. Barth replied that the Westminster Con­
fession was neither Calvinistic nor Scriptural.

After the lecture, the OPCers asked Dr.
Barth what he thought of Dr. Van Til's book
The New Modernism. Oh, said Dr. Barth
with much heat, it was awful, it was terrible,
a complete off-the-beam book. He was then
quite surprised to learn that Dr. Van Til had
spoken in the same pulpit last year. It was
then suggested that a debate be arranged be­
tween Dr. Barth and Dr. Van Til on this sub­
ject. At this point the man from Germany
quickly said, oh, but he may be better than I

churches was held, with Mr. Uomoto
and the Rev. Heber McIlwaine present.
The purpose was to make definite plans
for reaching the un-churched areas in
the vicinity. Concrete plans were made
at this meeting looking to strengthening
the local churches and developing a
cooperative evangelistic effort.

Mr. Uomoto also had the oppor­
tunity of conducting the communion
service in Japanese, on February 28 at
Sendai, and on March 7 at Kita Urawa,

His letter indicated the possibility of
several Japanese students coming to
Westminster Seminary. This matter,
however, has not been definitely deter­
mined as yet.

am. The idea of a debate was mentioned to
those in charge; some thought it might be a
good idea. At some time in the future a
debate may be arranged between Dr. Barth
and Dr. Van Til. But until it actually takes
place, thunderous applause is a bit premature.
Cedar Grove, Wise. R. K. CHURCHILL

Church Growth
To THE EDITOR:

This is a rather delayed reaction to your
editorial in the January issue. I do agree that
statistics do not tell the whole story of the
church and religion, etc. There is one point,
however, that I believe would be proper for us
to consider.

The number of members of a particular
church is not entirely without significance.
Certainly a church that endeavors to obey the
"great commission" cannot remain static, ex­
cept possibly in extremely unusual circum­
stances.

I cannot help but wonder if there is not
something amiss when I read the statistical
reports in our Minutes of the Twentieth Gen­
eral Assembly. Communicant membership as
of March 3I, 1953 was a decrease of one from
that of 1951. For the year 1951-2 there was
a decrease of 28. The next year did not see
this loss regained.

Statistics do not tell the whole story, but in
this case they certainly tell enough to consti­
tute a call to our church to fall on its face
with the plea that our God would be pleased
to use us, the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
Certainly, it is nothing with which to be con­
tent when we find that in one year our
churches gain an average of less than one half
a member each.

Sincerely,

H. WILSON ALBRIGHT
Manhattan Beach, Calif.
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Malan Writes' Piersma
Concerning Segregation

PRIME Minister Daniel F. Malan
has stated that his government's

apartheid (segregation) policy in South
Africa is based on the Africaners' belief
in their divine calling to convert the
heathen without obliterating his na­
tional identity.

The statement was in a letter sent to
the Rev. John Piersma of the Oakdale
Park Christian Reformed Church of
Grand Rapids. Mr. Piersma and his
congregation had asked for a statement
to be published in the Banner.

Dr. Malan said it should be appre­
ciated that apartheid is part of a 300­

year old South African tradition and is
still supported by the large majority of
White South Africans of the main poli­
tical parties. This deep-rooted color
consciousness arises, he said, "from the
fundamental difference between the
two groups, white and black."

The Prime Minister continued:

"The difference in color is merely the
physical manifestation of the contrast
between two irreconcilable ways of life,
between barbarism and civilization, be­
tween heathenism and Christianity, and
finally between overwhelming numeri­
cal odds on the one hand and insignifi­
cant numbers on the other . . .

"Small wonder that the instinct of
self-preservation is so inherent in the
white South African. He has retained
his identity all these years. He is not
willing to surrender it now."

If South Africans had succumbed to
the temptation of assimilation, Dr.
Malan said, and had not thrown "an
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impenetrable armor of racial purity and
self-preservation" around themselves,
they would have been submerged in
"the black heathendom of Africa" as
effectively as if they had been com­
pletely annihilated.

Dr. Malan said that the policy of the
Dutch .Reformed Church, the largest
denomination in the country, was not
only to Christianize the Bantu natives,
but to foster and finance "to the full the

'social, educational and economic devel­
opment of the non-whites." But, he
added, the Africaner believes that "if
he is to be true to his primary calling
of bringing Christianity to the heathen,
he must preserve his racial identity in­
tact." For this reason the Church op­
poses racial intermarriage and "every­
thing calculated to facilitate it."

At the same time, he continued, "it
does not begrudge the non-white the
attainment of a social status commen­
surate with his highest aspirations.
Whereas the church, therefore, opposes
the social equalitarianism which ignores
racial and color differences between
white and black in everyday life, it is
prepared to do all in its power to im­
plement a social and cultural segrega­
tion which will redound to the benefit
of both sections . . .

"Here a tremendous experiment is
being tried; not that fraught with the
bloodshed of annihilation, nor that col­
ored by assimilation, but that inspired
by a belief in the logic of differentia­
tion, with the acceptance of the basic
human rights and responsibilities."

Dr. Malan summarized the efforts of

the government in behalf of the natives,
pointing to its accomplishments in edu­
cation, housing, agricultural and indus­
trial developments of the Bantu re­
serves, and social welfare measures.
South Africa, he asserted, has '''brought
about the upliftment of the Bantu far
beyond that reached by him in any
other country on the sub-continent."
White taxpayers bear most of the finan­
cial burden of this program.

Bonnell on
Presbyterianism

DR. John Sutherland Bonnell, min­
ister of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian

(U.S.A.) Church in New York and
visiting lecturer at Princeton Seminary,
in the March 23 issue of Look maga­
zine describes what he thinks a Presby­
terian is.

According to Bonnell, a Presbyterian
believes that the Old and New Testa­
ments are the Word of God and "the
only infallible rule of faith and prac­
tice." But he interprets this to mean
that Presbyterians emphasize inspired
men, not inspired words, and asserts
that Presbyterians in general do not
believe in the literal inerrancy of Scrip­
ture.

According to Bonnell, Presbyterians
do not believe in a "material" heaven
or hell. We are living in a moral uni­
verse. Sin carries its own penalty, and
righteousness its own reward, includ­
ing the vision of God.

According to Bonnell, when Presby­
terians speak of God as three persons,
they do not think of Him as three indi­
viduals. That is tritheism. One God
reveals Himself in three manifestations.

According to Bonnell, Presbyterians
believe in the incarnation, but some
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find a symbolic rather than a physical
meaning in the accounts of the birth of
Jesus. And the doctrine of the virgin
birth is not used as a test of orthodoxy.

According to Bonnell, Presbyterians
believe that salvation is found only
through a complete commitment and
surrender to God as He is revealed in
Christ. God pardons our sins and ac­
cepts us, not for any merit of our own,
but because of our faith in the perfect
obedience of Christ and His sacrificial
death.

According to Bonnell, Presbyterians
do not interpret the phrase in the apos­
tles' Creed-the resurrection of the
body-as meaning the physical body.
They understand the language rather
as a reference to the spiritual body,
which is a medium of growth and self
expression appropriate to a spiritual
world.

All this according to Dr. Bonnell.
What Presbyterianism is according to
its own creedal statements, is something
else again. But it is probably true that
Bonnell speaks for a good many of his
fellow churchmen.

Another "Presbyterian"

TH E Christian Century for March 24
carries an extensive article by Paul

Hutchinson on the religious faith of
President Eisenhower. Shortly after the
inauguration, the President, who had
not held membership in any particular
church, joined the National Presby­
terian Church in Washington, D. C.

Hutchinson's article is largely de­
voted to reporting the religious environ­
ment from which Eisenhower came.
His grandparents and parents were of
the Brethren in Christ movement, and
associated in particular with the "River
Brethren." There is little difference
between these folk and the Mennen­
nites.
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However, when Mr. Eisenhower
broke with the pacifist background of
his parents and entered the military
profession, he seems to have left any
outward expressions of religion behind
also. Not until he was given the top
command in the last War, did the
necessity of a religious element impress
itself on him. In military decisions,
and later in political ones, he found it
necessary to fortify himself through a
religious awareness:

Hutchinson's article, however, pic­
tures the religion of the President as
little more than an adherence to simple
moral principles and to the concept of
democracy as a social way of life. One
could wish that the faith of our nation's
President might have a more solid and
concrete content.

California Loyalty
Oath Questioned

TH E state of California has a law
which requires non-profit and wel­

fare organizations desiring property tax
exemption, to sign a "loyalty oath."
This year a number of churches and
religious organizations are protesting
against the arrangement. The Presby­
tery of Los Angeles of the Presbyterian
U.S.A. Church voted to ask the General
Assembly to look into the matter. The
American Friends Service Committee
(Quakers) decided not to sign the dec­
laration. Several individual congrega­
tions have substituted a statement of
their own for the declaration. In most
cases, however, it appears that the
finance officers of churches simply
signed the declaration, appearing on the
tax forms, as a matter of course. The
agitation however makes it apparent
the constitutionality of the law will be
tested in the courts before long.

Adventist Upheld in
Compensation Case

TH E Ohio State Supreme Court has
ruled that a Seventh Day Adventist

was eligible for unemployment compen­
sation, when she refused to accept a job
which would have required her to work
on Saturday, which the denomination
observes as its Sabbath.

The case has been in the courts since
1950, when the claimant, Mrs. Regina
Tary of Toledo, being out of work, re­
fused to accept the proffered job. The
local bureau refused her claim for un­
employment compensation, on the

ground that such compensation cannot
be granted when an applicant refuses
suitable work. But the law also states
that the administrator shall consider the
degree of risk to the claimant's health,
safety and "morals" when judging
whether a certain job is suitable for a
claimant. ,

In this case the courts seized on the
word "morals," and held that requiring
a person to work on Saturday contrary
to his religious faith would be detri­
mental to the morals of that person.

Dr. Barnhouse and FBI

D R. Donald Grey Barnhouse has
attracted attention with his charge,

published in his magazine Eternity,
that 77 per cent of all FBI agents are
Roman Catholics. FBI Director J.
Edgar Hoover issued a reply that such
a charge was unfounded, since the
bureau does not maintain a record of
the religious beliefs of its employees,
and therefore no one can state that a
certain percentage belong to a particular
religious denomination. Barnhouse in
turn stated in a letter to Hoover that
knowledge of the religious affiliations of
G-men was certainly available, whether
or not the Bureau maintained any offi­
cial record on the subject, and added
that in checking the background of its
agents the Bureau undoubtedly in­
cluded every affiliation with every or­
ganization that could possibly be dis­
covered, which would certainly include
church affiliation.

Matthews Not to
be Questioned

TH E House Uri-American Activities
Committee on April 1 voted 5-4

against taking testimony from Dr. J. B.
Matthews. Dr. Matthews caused a stir
some months ago by charging that
seven thousand Protestant ministers
were Communist or fellow travelers.

National Council
Urges Single Probe Unit

TH E National Council of Churches
in a statement adopted by its Gen­

eral Board called upon Congress to re­
form its investigating procedures by
establishing a single Joint Congressional
Investigating Committee to probe sub­
versive activities, in place of the various
House and Senate groups now active
In this field. The report, proposed by
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a National Council committee whose
chairman was Eugene C. Blake, Stated
Clerk of the Presbyterian Church in the
U.. S. A., charged that competition
among present committees had turned
them from their legitimate objectives of
seeking the truth about subversion, to
seeking publicity, self-aggrandizement
and political advantage.

Other points made in the statement
concerned alleged procedural abuses in
the present arrangement. Included as
such were the stigmatizing of individ­
uals and organizations on the basis of
unsupported accusations and casual as­
sociations; forcing individuals under
pretext of investigation to testify con­
cerning personal political and economic
beliefs; including defamatory material
in the record without permitting the
accused to confront the accuser; re­
leasing unevaluated material from the
flIes with the result of spreading mali­
cious gossip.

Catholic Named
Chie.f of Chaplains

P
~SIDENT Eisenhower has nomi­
nated Chaplain P. J. Ryan to be

Chief of Army Chaplain. Chaplain
Ryan, the second Roman Catholic to
hold the position, will succeed Chap­
lain Ivan L. Bennett, a Southern Bap­
tist, who retires on April 30. He has
been Deputy Chief since August, 1952.

Clergymen Before
House Committee

Two clergymen were among per­
sons recently interrogated by the

House Uri-American Activities Sub­
committee in Washington. Dr. John
A. Hutchinson, professor of religion at
Williams College in Massachusetts, ap­
peared before the Committee on March
19 to answer charges of a former Com­
munist party organizer who claimed
Hutchinson had been involved with
Communism in Baltimore in 1935. He
denied knowing the alleged informer,
Earl Reno. He admitted having been
a member of a League against War and
Fascism, an organization later declared
subversive.

The other clergyman is the Rev.
Joseph Nowak, now of Detroit, who
admitted he had joined the Communist
party in 1946 and dropped out some
months later. Nowak admitted that a
denial of Communist party member­
ship, made earlier at secret hearings
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before the committee, had been untrue.
Nowak, however, charged that Hutch­
inson had also had Communist asso­
ciations.

The varied testimony of these men
was later sent by the committee to the
justice department for possible perjury
prosecution.

Anti.Protestant Office
In Spain

A Secretariat for the Preservation of
the Faith has been created in

Barcelona, with the explicit directive to
work for the repression of Protestant
propaganda. The office was set up fol­
lowing a letter from the Catholic
Bishop which charged that proselyting
activities of Protestants were "intense,
tenacious, systematized and provoca-_
tive," that they were almost entirely
illegal, and had been greatly intensified
since the end of World War II. "It is
one thing," the Bishop said, "for us
Catholics to refrain from molesting
Protestants on account of their beliefs,
but it is another matter when they
molest Catholics with the object of

. separating them from the church."

Baptist Student
Officers Fired

TH REE officers of the Baptist Stu­
dent Union in North Carolina have

been fired by the general Board of the
North Carolina Baptist Convention on
general charges of not supporting the
church's life and doctrine.

Last fall the Union invited Dr. Nels
F. S. Ferre, theologian of Vanderbilt
University, to speak at the state conven­
tion. After the convention was in prog­
ress, literature was circulated charging
Ferre with liberalism and modernism.
The invitation for him to speak was
hastily withdrawn.

Following this the State Board set up
a committee to investigate the student
group's "program, purposes, and per­
sonnel." It is reported that the com­
mittee some time ago indicated to the
officers of the group-all of whom are
ordained ministers--that if they would
resign no adverse report concerning the
Union would be presented. However,
they refused to resign, and a number of
Baptist ministers and college groups
criticized the Committee for its proce­
dure.

The action of the Board firing the
three officers was taken following a

ten-hour public debate on the question.
Those fired were the state secretary,
Rev. James Ray of Raleigh; the secre­
tary at Duke University, Rev. Max
Wicker; and the secretary of the Uni­
versity of North Carolina group, Rev.
J. C. Herrin. Wicker was specifically
accused of not believing in the virgin
birth of Christ. He replied that he did
not deny it, but neither did he affirm it.

Rouen Cathedral
Reopened

TH E famous Cathedral of Rouen,
partially destroyed by bombs during

the War, has been restored and re­
opened for public worship. The Ca­
thedral dates back to the 13th century.
It was reconstructed with the same kind
of stone as was originally used, and
masons were given special instruction
in handling instruments used by their
predecessors of the middle ages.

Joint Passover.
Communion Proiect

ABOUT 350 persons in Denver re­
cently sat down together for a

joint demonstration of the Jewish Pass­
over Seder and the Communion service.
Planned by the Denver Council of
Churches, the service included an ex­
planation of the Seder by a Jewish
rabbi, after which the Seder service was
observed. Then the origin and devel­
opment of the Communion service was
described by Protestant ministers, and
the service "demonstrated." The meet­
ing was held in the Park Hill Congre­
gational church, and Protestant minis­
ters participating were of the Congre­
gational and Brethren in Christ denom­
inations.

Graham Meetings
In London

TH E series of revival meetings being
conducted by Evangelist Billy Gra­

ham in London has attracted a large
attendance during the first month. Re­
ports indicate that during the first four
weeks, nearly 400,000 persons have at­
tended the Harringay Arena, which has
been filled to capacity each evening.
Some nine thousand persons have re­
corded decisions for Christ during this
period.

In order to reach more people, plans
are being developed to have extension
services in other places. Thus a mo-
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cause for this defection was said to be
intermarriage.

Catholic spokesmen were quick to
challenge the figures. It was charged
that the methods used in the survey
were not adequate to establish the con­
clusions. Later the Catholic Digest, on
the basis of a survey made by it in
1952, claimed that in the 20 years be­
fore only some 1,400,000 Catholics had
turned Protestant, while in the same
period 1,800,000 Protestants had turned
Catholic. . .

It has been suggested that the Bureau
of Census be asked to seek data' of
religious affiliation in its survey made
every ten years. The Bureau has not
included questions of this type previ­
ously.
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Dear sirs:

the fund, paying four per cent, and as
the loan is repaid the money is avail­
able for other congregations. The
average cost of the new church build­
ings is reported as $60,000.

Enclosed find $2.00 for which please send The Presbyterian Guardian
for one year to:

The Presbyterian Guardia" is a monthly magazine committed to stating, defending, and
promoting orthodox Presbyterianism as set forth ill the Westminster Confession of Faith.

Colombia's President
Supports Protesta,nt Curb

PRESIDEN T Pinilla of Colombia,
South America, has indicated his

support of restriction on Protestants in
that country. In a recent address he
made clear the intention of his govern­
ment to protect the Roman Catholic
religion. Thus he gave support to the
recent order of the Interior Ministry
which forbids non-Catholics from pros­
elyting or propagandizing outside their
own places of worship. The country
professes to hold to freedom of con­
science, that one shall not be molested
because of his private opinions, but in­
sists that the preservation of public
order prevents any public activity
against the religion protected by the
state.

TH E Christian Herald, a non-denom­
inational Protestant magazine, in its

April issue, made the claim that in
the past ten years some 4 million
Roman Catholics had joined Protestant
churches. This conclusion was based
on replies to questionnaires sent to
25,000 Protestant .ministers in various
denominations throughout the country.
Over 2,000 questionnaires were re­
turned, and the conclusion was a pro­
jection from these results. The chief

tion picture theater has been leased,
where members of the Graham team
will conduct the first part of the meet­
ing, and then the sermon of Graham
will be heard over a loudspeaker hook­
up. This arrangement is to be tried in
areas throughout Great Britain. An
open air meeting was also scheduled for
Trafalgar Square on April 3.

The meetings were originally plan­
ned to last for three months.: but may
be continued for a longer period. A
feature of the meetings has been the
large number of ministers in attend­
ance. There was also a special meeting
for children one afternoon, with Roy
Rogers and his wife as guests.

Lutherans "sell
Home Missions Certificates

TH E Evangelical Lutheran Church
has speeded up its program of build­

ing new church buildings by practically
going into the financial investment
business. For more than a year the
church has been selling "home mission
trust certificates," and putting the capi­
tal into buildings for new congrega­
tions. In 16 months the idea has netted
the church over a million dollars to add
to its church extension fund. The trust
certificates are in the amount of $100

or more, and earn annual interest of
3 per cent. Congregations borrow from

Anti-Religious Pressure
in East Berlin

T H E head of the Evangelical Church
in Berlin, Bishop Otto Dibelius, has

charged that there is a renewal of anti­
religious pressure in East Berlin. The
campaign against the church reached
its height in June, 1953, but then sud­
denly was called off, and there was a
definite easing in the situation for a
time. However, around the end of the
year the anti-church pressure again be­
came noticeable. The Bishop men­
tioned specifically that school children
had been subjected to pressure, that
clergymen and religious services are
under government supervision, and
difficulties have arisen concerning the
issuance of permits for religious meet­
ings in the Soviet zone.

The Bishop also indicated that
church-state relations in the western
zone were on the whole friendly, but
that there was a tendency to schedule
public events during worship hours on
Sunday.
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