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Daily Bible Readings

Week of July 26
Thursday Exodus 36:1-13
Friday Exodus 4°:17-27
Saturday Exodus 4°:28-38
Sunday Hebrews 9:1-12

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

1. What was the source of the skill
of Bezaleel and Aholiab?

2. Is there need for a command
ment today such as the one given by
Moses in Exodus 36:6?

3. What holy place did Christ enter
when He had obtained eternal redemp
tion for us?

Week of August 2

Monday Leviticus 9:1-14
Tuesday Leviticus 9:15-24
Wednesday .Leviticus 1O:1-II
Thursday .fames 3:1-8
Friday .fames p)-18
Saturday .fames 5:1-12
Sunday Matthew 5:33-42

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

1. Who were appointed to offer sac
rifices for Israel?

2. Why were the sons of Aaron, Na
dab and Abihu, slain?

3. To what does James liken the
human tongue? Is the use of the
power of speech easily controlled?

Week of August 9

Monday Numbers II:1-9
Tuesday Numbers II:1O-23
Wednesday " Numbers 1/."24-35
Thursday " Numbers 14:1-10
Friday " Numbers 14:II-25
Saturday" Numbers 14:26-35
Sunday Numbers 14:36-45

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

1. How did Moses complain to Je
hovah when Israel tired of the manna
and wanted flesh?

2. How did God answer this com
plaint? How was Israel punished for
her covetousness?

3· According to Numbers 14 what
did the people want to do when they
heard the report of the spies?

Week of August 16

Monday .. Psalm 105:I-II
Tuesday .Psalm 105:12-26
Wednesday Psalm 105:27-45
Thursday Psalm 106:1-8
Friday Psalm 106:9-23
Saturday Psalm 106:24-36
Sunday Psalm 106:37-48

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

I. What does the Psalmist exhort
men to do in Psalm 105?

2. What contrast is to be seen in the
Psalm 106?

Week of August 23

Monday Numbers 15:1-16
Tuesday .Numbers 15:17-26
Wednesday Numbers 15:27-41
Thursday Numbers 16:1-II
Friday . Numbers 16:12-24
Saturday .Numbers 16:25-35
Sunday Numbers 16:36-50

Questions for Sabbath Meditation

1. What was done to the man who
gathered sticks on the Sabbath day?
Should we keep the Sabbath day?
Why?

2. What was the complaint of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram?

3. Whom did Korah enlist on his
side? Who favored Moses and Aaron?

Discontent

One thing that strikes the reader of
Israel's history in the march through
the wilderness to the Promised Land
is the repeated mention of complaint.
One feels great sympathy for Moses in
his difficult place of leadership. We
are awed by the longsuffering of God
whose leadership is really attacked
through Moses, his servant. Is there
some underlying reason for this dis
content and constant irritation? Is
God unjust to bring His people through
a wilderness? Could He not have
brought them to Canaan by an easier
and shorter route? Could not Jehovah
remove some occasions for complaint?

First of all, blame cannot be put
upon God for the sinful lusts of men.

July

He does not tempt them. He proves
them, but they often fail to pass the
test. Do not examine God for Israel's
failure. Look at the people. Ask them
what they want. They simply want
their own way. God would take them
through a wilderness experience to
make them strong to face the foe in
Canaan, but the nation would rather
be weak though it means defeat and
possible slavery. Israel wants the line
of least resistance.

How much do Christians today need
to learn the lesson of contentment and
uncomplaining compliance to the will
of God. Paul wrote, "I have learned,
in whatsoever state I am, therewith
to be content. I know how to be
abased and how to abound: every
where and in all things I am instructed
both to be full and to be hungry, both
to abound and to suffer need." He
looked beyond his own needs to the
greater demands of the kingdom of
Christ. When one learns to subordin
ate his own personal comforts to the
welfare of the kingdom then he has ad
vanced beyond the spiritual state of
Israel in the wilderness.

But what ground for discontent was
there? Food and water were supplied?
Guidance and protection were guaran
teed. Consecrated leadership assured
them of a hearing before God. The
promise of ultimate victory was theirs.
How blind are those who fail to take
God at His word.

Today our Saviour tells us to take
no thought for eating or drinking. He
says, "Lo, I am with you always even
unto the end of the world." The world
shall be ours. These kingdoms which
we look at and fear will become the
kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ. Can we be petty like Israel?
May God deliver us from this spirit of
discontent and help us to fix our eyes
upon Him who leads us on.

He leads us on by paths we did
not know;

Upward He leads us, tho' our steps
be slow;

Tho' oft we faint and falter on the
way,

Tho' storms and darkness oft ob
scure the day,

Yet when the clouds are gone,
We know He leads us on.

LERoy B. OLIVER

...

I
;
r

The Presbyterian Guardian is pulliished monthly by The Presbyterian Guardian Publishing Corporation, 728 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa., at the
following rates, payable in advance for either old or new snbscribers in any part of the world, postage prepaid: $2.00 per year; $1.00 for five months; 20c per single
copy. Entered as second class matter March 4, 1937, at the Post Office at Philadelphia, under the Act of March 3. 1879.



1948 THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN 171

.i..

'!L ~leidmt-
GUARDIAN

1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa.

EDITOR
Ned B. Stonehouse

Leslie W. Sloat
Managing Editor

John P. Clelland
Arthur W. Kuschke, Jr.

Robert S. Marsden
Contributing Editors

ADVISORY COUNCIL
Robert L. Atwell
Leslie A. Dunn

John Patton Galbraith
Edward L. Kellogg

Some Lessons from
The Presbyterian

TH E discontinuation of The Pres
byterian, reported in our columns

last month, raises important questions
concerning journalism in the religious
field. It has special bearing upon our
own prospects and mission as an organ
committed to militant Presbyterianism.

The announcement takes the form
that The Presbyterian is merging with
Presbyterian Life, the new official de
nominational paper, and thus the sig
nificance of the step is minimized.
The merging of corporations is often
dictated by sound practical consider
ations, and such might seem to have
been decisive in this case. Yet we
cannot but regard this development as
having far deeper implications than
those of efficiency and economy, how
ever much these might also be involved.

This appears especially from the fact
that The Presbyterian for 1I7 years has
been an independent voice, free from
ecclesiastical control awl from power
ful pressures to support the status quo.
The merger of a free paper with an
official organ does not produce some
thing in between; the free paper is
absorbed by the ecclesiastical paper,
and thus its distinctiveness is com
nletely lost with the loss of its separate
identity.

The radical ness of this development
is indeed to a large degree moderated
by the observation that The Presby
terian in recent years has appeared to

regard the situation in the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. with equanimity
and to support the official program
with enthusiasm. It has certainly not
viewed the inclusiveness and latitudi
narianism of that body with alarm.
There has been no cry for reformation.
Hence, viewed from the standpoint of
editorial policy it would appear that
nothing very vital is lost.

Yet, when we think of the noble
history of The Presbyterian and the
opportunity of sounding a call to arms
in the battle for the truth, we cannot
but mourn its demise. The day is not
long past when it stood in the breach
and valiantly resisted the avalanche
of the forces of unbelief and compro
mise. For several years while the battle
to save Princeton Seminary was being
waged, and for a brief period following
the organization of Westminster, it was
the indispensable voice of the con
servative cause. In its pages the editors,
Dr. Kennedy and Dr. Craig, and many
others of whom Dr. Machen was by
no means the least, heroically and vigor
ously warned the church of the on
rush of modernism and sought to
awaken its readers to the destruction
that threatened. But finally, in th~

name of moderation and peace, it gave
up the fight when Doctor Craig was
ousted from the editorship. Then
Christianity Today came into existence
to wage the battle and still later Tm
PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN was establish
ed to carryon this noble tradition.,
Hence, in spite of her recent defection,
the passing of The Presbyterian is a
cause for deep sorrow. The merger
with Presbyterian Life destroys the
hope that it might throw off its com
placency and speak once more with
strong and steadfast words for the
truth as it is in Christ.

These developments are not without
significance for the GUARDIAN. They
point, first of all, to the difficulties of
maintaining an independent paper like
ours. This is true because commitment
to a militant proclamation and defence
of the faith is not popular in our day
any more than it was two decades ago.
Anti-creedal and anti-denominational
tendencies have had an ennervating
effect upon evangelical Christendom.
There is not much heart for contro
versy, even when the issues involved
are of the most basic kind. Our name,
THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN, which
was Dr. Machen's choice, and which in
fact had been his strong preference

when he participated in the foundation
of Christianity Today, sets forth point
edly our specific commitment to Pres
byterianism and our concern to stand
unflinchingly for it in the face of every
onslaught. Our future is bound up,
therefore, with that of militant Pres
byterianism, and we are in sacred duty
bound to foster nothing short of that
consistently Biblical view of Christian
ity.

Nor can we overlook the financial
difficulty of maintaining an independ
ent paper like ours. Whatever may
have been true of The Presbyterian in
recent years, we know that for many
years it had to be subsidized very
heavily and was maintained only be
cause of the sacrifices of those who
were devoted to the cause of truth.
This same difficulty has, we know,
beset other journals of this character.

During the fifteen months of the
existence of THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARD
IAN that antedated Dr. Machen's un
timely death, he gave thousands upon
thousands of dollars to supplement its
income received through subscriptions.
He was went to say that nothing was
as essential to the cause to which he
was committed as a free, courageous
journal. Even Westminster Seminary,
to which he was devoted in heart and
soul, could not- possibly exist, he was
convinced, unless a militantly presby
terian paper was maintained. And so
he backed up his conviction with regu
lar gifts of very substantial amounts.

In the years since his death THE
PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN has constantly
been beset with financial difficulties.
That we have been able to maintain the
paper at all has been due to the fact
that friends of the cause have sac
rificed to meet the deficits. Some ten
years ago we resorted to the expedient
of publication once a month, to help
meet a financial crisis. To our very
deep regret we have been compelled
recently in a similar situation to cease
again our semi-monthly appearance.
We have sought to effect economies all
along the line, but sharp rises in the
cost of printing and in certain other
items have added greatly to our prob
lems. We have considered raising our
subscription rates, but even if a fifty
per centum increase were put into ef
fect, we would still be far from meeting
our budget. And we are restrained by
our desire to promote the widest pos
sible circulation.

In short, even with the putting into
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effect of these present economies, we
are still dependent upon our friends.
We cherish the hope that our present
donors will realize afresh our need of
their support, and will rally to the
cause. We also pray that new sup
porters may arise, through the testi
mony of the paper itself and through
the solicitation of our friends, to help
bear the burden. There is great need
also that the mission of the paper may
be advanced through the securing of
many new subscribers.

The challenge to go forward is
greater than ever. The passing of The
Presbyterian serves to emphasize the
dearth of journals vigorously commit
ted to the proclamation of the whole
counsel of God. A compelling sense
of duty encourages us to carryon.
With your help we shall do so, ever
seeking, in all things, the glory of our
covenant God.

N. B. S.

Five Years for the South?

TH E enthusiasm of the Northern
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for

union with the Southern Church
(U.S.) has been slightly dampened.
Not long ago the Episcopalians were
reluctant to join them. Now the much
more likely combination with the
Southern Presbyterians has been post
poned. The plan of union is to be
"held in abeyance" for five years. So
the Southern General Assembly has
decided unanimously.

Within the Southern Church the
strife has been severe between those
who want to unite with the North and
those who oppose union on various
grounds, a chief ground being the
doctrinal Modernism of the Northern
Church. The latter group has formed
the Continuing Church Committee,
which has held annual conventions,
raising the possibility of a continuing
Southern Church if the majority should
cast their lot with the North. Argu
ments against union. have also been
stated with commendable force in 17ze
Southern Presbyterian Journal.

Strategy at the Southern Assembly
was somewhat devious. The unionists
wanted to press for a final decision in
1949. The opponents of union wanted
a decision now, in the apparent belief
that enough would fear a division and

vote with the conservative minority
against union. The Assembly produced
a compromise, which each side seems
to regard as a victory, that the entire
plan of union be held in abeyance for
five years, while the "avenues of ac
quaintance and cooperation" shall con
tinue to be explored. This was adopt
ed unanimously, whereupon the As
sembly rose and sang the Long Metre
Doxology. Then an announcement
was made on behalf of the Continuing
Church Committee that that group
would discontinue its meetings for the
same five year period.

The decision is merely postponed.
Eventual union itself has not been set
aside at all. So the question arises,
will the Southern Church be more, or
less doctrinally conservative in five
years? Dr. Pugh, stated clerk of the
Northern Assembly, in reporting the
postponement to his own body, feels
that the Southern advocates of union
will gain strength: "Time, after all,
is on the side of those who want this
union between the Churches". And it
seems that the unionists may have an
easier cause. They have only to ex
plore their avenues of cooperation with
th~ North and discuss the plan of
union, which the compromise motion
expressly provides is to be completed
for publication by March I, 1949. For
them the five years are years of prepara
tion, and it will be quite proper to talk
union. By waiting five years they can
make smooth the way and render
eventual union less disturbing. As
Montaigne says, "By divers means a
like end is attained".

On the other hand the foes of union
are fighting against the stream and
must agitate in order to survive. The
decision to hold no C.C.C. conventions
appears unfortunate. However the op
position to union will no doubt con
tinue.

We would humbly suggest that there
be also an active program for the
thorough indoctrination of the church,
to try to restore its firm doctrinal heri
tage as expressed in the Westminster
standards. The true bulwarks and
right armament in the battle for the
faith, as well as the one and only basis
for any real progress in the church,
is the Biblical system of truth in its
entirety. It was their love for the
system of truth as such that is the chid
reason for the abiding greatness of
those giants of former days, Thorn-

well, Dabney, Girardeau, Hoge and
Palmer. All of us who would be faith
ful need today, more than anything
else, the covenant, the doctrines of
God's efficacious grace, the whole coun
sel of God.

A.W.K.

Marsden Receives
New Position
THE Rev. Robert S. Marsden, who

has been for a number of years the
general secretary of the Committees on
Home and Foreign Missions of The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, has in
dicated his acceptance of the newly
created position of Executive Secretary
of Westminster Theological Seminary.

For reasons of health, the Rev.
George J. Willis, who has been serving
as field representative of Westminster,
declined to consider reappointment to
that position. The Board of Trustees
of the Seminary, after considering the
whole matter at some length, decided
to establish a position of Executive
Secretary, involving both the work of
field representative in securing con
tributions to the work of the institution,
and of publicity and student contact
man in promoting the cause of the
Seminary among students looking to
preparation for the ministry.

Mr. Marsden graduated from West
minster Theological Seminary with its
first class in 1930, after transferring
from Princeton Seminary when that
institution was reorganized in 1929.
He served as pastor of the Presbyterian
Church of Middletown, Penna., from
1930 to 1936, and as pastor of the
congregation formed by those with
drawing from the Presbyterian Church
from 1936 to 1938 when he assumed
his duties as secretary of the Missions
committees.

Mr. Marsden submitted his resigna
tion as secretary of the committees at
a joint meeting held June a rst. The
resignation is to be effective December
21, 1948, but Mr. Marsden indicated
his desire to be released from his
responsibilities as soon as the commit
tees could secure a suitable successor.
The committees then proceeded to elect
the Rev. John P. Galbraith. Mr. Gal
braith has not yet indicated his ac
ceptance of the position.

\11
.<
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The NeW" TestalDent
COlDlDands Infant BaptisDl

By W. BENSON MALE

"I NFANTS should not be baptised
because baptism is a sign of

faith. Faith is not possible in an infant
of a few days. The New Testament
teaches that the outward sign of the
covenant should be given to those only
who are capable of belief." Such, in
a word, is the argument of our Baptist
brethren against the almost universal
Christian practice of administering the
sacrament of baptism to the children
of believers.

But according to the Scriptures, bap
tism is not so much a sign of faith as
it is of the recipient's union with
Christ - of his dying and rising with
Christ, of his participation in the out
pouring of the Spirit, of his being
sprinkled with the blood of Christ and
washed clean from the filth of sin.
It is primarily a sign of that which
has been done to the recipient, rather
than of that which the recipient him
self has done.

Union with Christ involves the im
plantation of a new life deep in the
hidden recesses of the soul. It is "the
circumcision of the heart", the opening
of the heart, "baptism into Christ,"
etc. The church observes the outward
appearance only, and tries to ascertain
by outward manifestation whether the
work of grace has transpired within or
not. Often she makes mistakes. Men
cannot see perfectly what is in the
heart of man.

If baptism is to be limited to those
who have actually received salvation,
to "born-again Christians", as it is often
expressed, an infallible knowledge of
the human heart would be required.
Such knowledge the church does not
possess.

It is the church's duty, therefore, to
administer the sacraments to those
whom the Saviour, the Head of the
Church, has specified as possessing the
proper qualifications. She must strictly
follow her Lord, and obey His com
mands to the letter. Any other stand
ard, whether more broad or more
narrow, is sinful and wrong.

All Christians admit that baptism
is commanded for the unbaptized adult

upon a credible profession of his faith.
Many such persons later prove to have
been baptised with water only. Then
the church must exercise discipline.

Our Lord further commands that
the rite be administered to the children
of Christians. As with adults, this does
not mean that all are actually united
with Christ in salvation. It means that
they are members of Christ's church,
on the basis of Scripture promises, and
are to be considered heirs of salvation.
Here are a few considerations which
prove that Christ requires His church
to baptise her infants.

I. The Old Testament church
which is essentially one with the
church of the New Testament, admin
istered the initiatory rite to infants.

That the church of the Old Testa
ment and of the New are essentially
one and the same, is obvious from these
facts:

A. There is one Saviour and one
salvation for both.. In Hebrews 9:15
Jesus Christ is declared to be the med
iator "for the redemption of the trans
gressions", so that the called under
both testaments or covenants "might
receive the promise of eternal inherit
ance" (Cf. also Rom. 3:24-25).

B. God's people under both dispen
sations are the spiritual seed of Abra
ham, and the real heirs of the cove
nant. "But he is a Jew which is one
inwardly; and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the spirit, and not in the
letter". (Rom. 2:29). And note Paul's
words in Galatians 3:16, 29: Now to
Abraham and his seed were .the prom-

The baptism of the infant children
of believing Christians has been a
feature of the Christian church
through the centuries. But there
have always been some sincere
Christians who could not approve
the practice. Here Mr. Male, him.
self formerly a Baptist, indicates
some of the considerations which
convinced him that infant baptism
is not only permitted, but actually
required, by the New Testament.

ises .... if ye (Gentiles) be Christ's
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs
according to the promise".

C. The unity of God's true people
under both covenants is explicitly reo
clared in many Scripture passages.
Perhaps the clearest and fullest is
Ephesians 2:IIf. Here we are told
that in former ages the Gentiles were
"aliens from the covenants of promise,
but now in Christ Jesus ye who were
sometime far off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ ... through Him both
have access by one spirit unto the Fa
ther. Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens with the saints and of the
household of God".

Under the Old Testament the in
itiatory rite or circumcision was admin
istered by the "congregation of the
Lord", ie.,the church, to the children
of the covenant when they were eight
days of age (Gen. 17:9-II), and fail
ure to comply with this command
brought serious penalties - "that soul
shall be cut off from his people; for
he hath broken my covenant". Neglect
of the rite was a refusal to believe
God's promises and to accept God
given responsibilities. It was a breach
of the holy covenant of God.

This circumcision was a sign and seal
of spiritual, inward blessings-"of the
righteousness of faith" (Rom. 4: II ),
of "casting off the body of the sins of
the flesh" (Col. 2:II), etc. It was value
less unless it was accompanied or fol
lowed by the circumcision "of the fore
skin of the heart" (Deut, 10:16; 30:6;
Jer. 4:4; Phil. 3:3). It pictures cleans
ing from sin and union with the cove
nants, of promise.

II. In the New Testament church,
baptism has taken the place of circum
cision as the initiatory rite.

Just as the passover with its bloody
sacrifice picturing the death of Christ
was set aside as the great church feast
and the bloodless Lord's supper took
its place, so circumcision with its blood
letting severity was replaced as the
initiatory ceremony by the sacrament
of baptism.
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Getting Acquainted in Korea
A Letter from the Far East

By MISS FLORENCE HANDYSIDE

The significance of circumcision and
baptism are the same. This is indi
cated clearly in Colossians z ir r : "In
whom (Jesus)' also ye (Gentiles) are
circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, in putting off the
body of the sins of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ, buried with
Him in baptism". Obviously God's
word teaches here that true circum
cision and true baptism have the same
significance in God's sight. Both pic
ture cleansing from sin and true union
with Christ.

III. Baptism, therefore, must be ad
ministered to the infants of the New
Testament church.

Here are some undeniable facts!
A. At the institution of the New

Testament church children were in
cluded in the covenant with the same
definitenes~ that they were in the cov
enant made with Abraham. Compare
for example, Genesis 17:10 and Acts
2:39-"This is my covenant between
me and you (Abraham) and thy seed
after thee" ... "For the promise is to
you (N. T. church) and to your chil
dren".

B. Both Testaments promise salva
tion to the seed or children of the
faithful. Psalm 103:13 says, "But the
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear him,
and His righteousness unto children's
children". Acts 16:3 I declares, "Be
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved, and thy house".

C. The baptism of households, like
the circumcision of families under the
Old Testament, was consistently prac
tised in New Testament times. The
whole households, or families, of Cor
nelius (Acts 10:48; r r n a): of Lydia
(Acts 16:15); of the Philippian jailer
(Acts 16:33) were baptized by the
apostles.

D. Although a specific command
from Christ, the head of the church,
would be necessary if men were to dare
to bring such a radical change into the
conduct of the church, as to exclude
her infants from the membership rite,
Christ gave no such command!

On the contrary, Jesus the friend of
little children rebuked His disciples
with gracious words concerning the
suckling babes brought to Him, "Suf
fer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not, for of such is the
kingdom of heaven". He commanded
His apostle to "feed my Lambs", just
as we would expect, since the little

ones have a place in His flock.
E. The New Testament declares the

children of believers to be distinguished,
as they are under the Old Testament,
from the children of the world. They
are, by virtue of the covenant with their
believing parents, made clean and holy,
while the children of unbelievers re
main unclean and unholy (I Cor. 7:14).
This gracious act of God, this cleans
ing, is beautifully depicted in their bap
tism. Failure to adminster the rite to
the children indicates unbelief in the
promise of God declared in Scripture,
and unwillingness to assume the obliga
tions of the covenant.

F. Every rational argument against
administering infant baptism applies
with equal force against the Old Testa
ment practice of infant circumcision.
Yet no one dares deny that God com
manded the latter.

The mother of a family preparing
for membership in an Orthodox Pres
byterian church had been led out of
strong Baptist convictions to accept the
Scriptural teaching concerning infant
baptism. She said happily, "How
thankful I am that my little girl will

F ROM my window it looks as if
the rainy season in Korea has be

gun. If this is so, it is much earlier
tl -an usual. We are having our third
day of continual rain. I am told that
this will go on for weeks - everything
in the closet gets moldy - your shoes
turn green etc. (But it does make the
rice grow).

I am still struggling with the lan
guage. If only the Koreans weren't so
eager to learn English it would be
much easier. I have been very reticent
about having any BIble classes in Eng
lish because I felt I should concentrate
on Korean only. However I have at
last yielded to temptation, persuasion,
(or what have you) and am taking a
class in English Bible at the Ewha
High School beginning next Wednes
day. I'm sure I shall enjoy the class
and although it may not help me learn
Korean it will help me lean! about the
Korean young people.

be in the church with us. All my
childhood I would say, 'This is my
Sunday school', or 'This is my young
people's society', but I was forbidden
to say, 'This is my church'. It will
mean much to her to be able to say
with us her parents, 'This is my
church'."

The author of this article once re
jected infant baptism. When the truth
was perceived, it seemed as if he had
climbed from the confining walls of a
narrow chasm to the pinnacle of a
majestic peak and a vast new panorama
of God's handiwork spread out on
every hand. The Bible became a new
and immeasurably bigger book. God's
truth was more vast and deep than
ever before dreamed. The old, subtle
sense of evasion of certain truths gave

. way to a delightful sense of honestly
believing and accepting the whole coun
sel of God. A great blessedness came
into his heart as he' realized that his
precious children were not his own
care alone, but were to be entrusted
also to the faithful care of the great
Mother of us all, the Church' of the
living God.

Last Sunday I went to a small Kor
ean church and had the privilege of
helping with the service by playing
for the hymns. The church had no
musical instrument. My Korean teach
er who went with me is a fine Chris
tian girl. We taught the Sunday
School children to sing "This is my
Father's world". Of course Miss Park
did most of the teaching and I helped
on the musical end. It made me feel,
however, that I was getting a little
initiated into missionary work. Last
night I played my accordion at an or
phanage which is just over the hill
from my hotel. The Koreans like
music and one can always interest them
in that way. It proves to be a sure way
to draw a crowd.

Two weeks ago I visited Pusan,
where Mr. Hunt, our Orthodox Pres
byterian missionary, is working. It was
my first experience at "itinerating in
Korea". Mr. Hunt, two civilian work-

..
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Predestination and
The Test of Time

..

ers from Seoul, and I visited a leper
colony about eleven miles from Pusan.
We rode to and from the camp on bi
cycles. It was a long trip but very in
teresting because Mr. Hunt was simply
a well of information concerning the
things we saw along the way. The
camp was back in the woods, a bit off
the beaten track. About 80 lepers were
in the colony.

This colony was started by a Korean
Christian. He had formerly worked in
another larger colony near Pusan.
Some of the lepers had been living
under bridges and in caves (former
bomb shelters) in Pusan. Many of
these now live in the colony. At first
even there, they lived in caves in the
mountain side, but now they have a
few tents and they hope in the future
to build some houses. The lepers who
are able to work are willing to help
in this building, but material is so
difficult to obtain. All degrees and
stages of the disease are seen. Some
show the ravages of the disease through
disfigured faces and bodies and dif
ficulty in their speech, but on others
it is hardly noticeable.

If the proper medicine and care could
be given many could be cured.

Dr. Bigger, a missionary who has
worked with the lepers, said that there
were between 30 - 40,000 lepers in
South Korea, and they have medicine
to supply only a very few of these. If
some of you would like to help in this
leper work by sending medicine for
them it would certainly be greatly ap
preciated. This is one of the great
physical needs of Korea and meeting
this need will be a way of opening the
door to meet their greater spiritual
need - the need of Christ. The medi
cines that Dr. Bigger recommends are
I) Promin,a drug which is injected
intermuscularly, and 2) Diason, which
comes in tablet form. These have
proved to be very effective and can be
obtained in the States from the large
drug companies.

Mr. Hunt gave each leper a Korean
New Testament. It was wonderful to
see their joy over the gift. Most of
them could read Korean. They sang
the Christian hymns with such joyous
ness and sincerity. Although some
voices had been affected by the disease,
they nevertheless "made a joyful noise
unto the Lord". They had certainly
learned to glory in tribulation!

A few miles from the leper colony

we stopped to visit a little village
church. It was a small Korean build
ing but very clean, with the floor pol
ished until it actually shone. Outside
the building was a church bell which
the Koreans had made from the shell
of a bomb. During the war the Japan
ese had taken most of the church bells
and melted them to make bombs. It
is quite significant to realize that .now
the weapon intended for destruction of
the church was being used to call peo
ple to worship. Isn't it a case of the
Lord "beating swords into plow
shares" ?

Perhaps many of you are wondering
how much longer the armed forces
will remain in Korea. We, too, are

FROM time to time certain people
have attempted to dismiss the view

of Predestination held by Augustine
and Calvin, through the simple pro
cess of calling it unscriptural. But the
greatest theologians and historians
since their day have been much more
careful in their estimate and analysis
of a system that has produced the
finest fruits of Christian character that
are left on record.

For the first four centuries of the
Christian era the question of predes
tination was not a subject for popular
discussion, but there are evidences that
it was favored by Irenaeus, Cyprian,
Rheticius, Olympius, St. Hilary, Greg
ory, Ambrose, Basil, John Chrysostom,
Barnabas, Clemens Romanus, Ignatius
and Polycarp. The Albigenses and
Waldenses, those brave witnesses for
Faith who sealed their faith with their
blood, held the same view. The Ro
man Catholics wrote of them, "Of all
the sects which have ever existed none
is more destructive to the church";
but among their "dangerous character
istics" Catholic writers describe these
Christians as having "a mighty appear
ance of piety inasmuch as they live
justly before men and believe all things
rightly before God"!

Gottschalk (A. D. 840) was a
thorough-going believer in predestina-

wondering. As yet we have had no
definite word of an evacuation. Most
of the dependents have been sent back
home, and we are turning much of the
property we have been using back to
the Koreans. It may be that the armed
forces will leave by Fall, but then again
it may be much later. It is hard to
prophesy. At any rate I am trying to
get prepared for a transfer to mission
ary work by stocking up on canned
goods and household equipment.

Korea is going through a very criti
cal time politically, morally and spirit
ually. I trust you will remember the
Korean people and their country in
prayer. I thank you for your interest
and your prayers on my behalf.

By GEOFFREY WILLIAMS

tion. For his faith he was tortured un
mercifully, suffering until his death in
870. John Huss, hero and martyr of
what is now Czechoslovakia, was a
firm believer in election, and the Ven
erable Bede called the opposing theory
"The Pelagian Plague." The God
honored John Wycliffe was a decided
predestinarian. The great pioneer of
the Reformation, Martin Luther, was
of course a believer in election. John
Knox, whose divine oratory swayed his
hearers as corn before the wind, Sam
uel Rutherford whose letters on the
love of Christ are unsurpassed, and all
the great Scottish Covenanters were
convinced believers in predestination.

The noble army of English martyrs,
-Bilney, Tyndale, Patrick Hamilton,
Wishart, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer,
Hooper, John Bradford, - all of whom
were faithful unto death, were staunch
believers in election. The great body
of Huguenots in France, who were the
very backbone of all that was worth
while in that country, stood firm to
their faith in predestination. The
learned historian Froude (not himself
a Calvinist) portrayed a remarkable
picture of the character and achieve
ments of believers in election, and
illustrated his points by naming Wil
liam the Silent, Andrew Melville,
Coligny, Cromwell and Milton. Taine,



176 THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDI~N July

speaking of Oliver Cromwell and his
Puritans, calls them "the greatest
single force ever directed to a moral
purpose".

The Pilgrim fathers, founders of the
most powerful nation in the world,
were to a man believers in election,
and the whole race of Puritans, from
whom sprang theologians, in number
combined with erudition and spiritual
ity without parallel in history, held ten
aciously to the same faith. Of these
mighty men, to whom the English
speaking race owes so great a debt,
Froude says "They were crushed down
but they rose again. They were splin
tered and torn but no power could
bend or melt them". Hastie in his
history writes, "the principle of ab
solute predestination was the very
Hercules-might of the young Reforma
tion, by which no less in Germany than
elsewhere it strangled the serpents of
superstition and idolatry, and when it
lost its energy in its first home it still
continued to be the very marrow and
back-bone of the faith of the Reformed
Church, and the power that carried it
victoriously through all its struggles
and trials". Rice in his book God
Sovereign and Man Free pays this re
markable tribute to the faith of which
predestination is the cardinal doctrine,
"It is a fact that the most glorious
revolution recorded in the history of
the church and the world since the
days of the apostles was effected by the
blessing of God upon its doctrines."
The immortal John Bunyan whose
Pilgrim's Progress is one of the most
penetrating expositions of Scripture,
held the faith of the Reformers in re
gard to predestination.

Indeed let any impartial person
search for the true heroes of Britain
and America, and he will find them
amongst those to whom predestination
was a vital and glorious truth of Holy
Scripture. They were nicknamed Puri
tans because of their insistence on a
purer way of worship and of life, and
Macauley calls them "perhaps the most
remarkable body of men which the
world has ever produced". Bancroft
states "that the English people became
Protestant is due to the Puritans".
Professor John Fiske states "it is not
too much to say that had it not been
for the Puritans, political liberty would
probably have disappeared from the
world. If ever there were men who
laid down their lives in the cause of
all mankind, it was those grim old

Mr. Geoffrey Williams is Librar
ian and Organizing Secretary of the
Evangelical Library, located at 78,
Chiltern Street, London, W. 1. This
library is a collection of the works
of the Reformers and Puritans, deal.
ing with a variety of subjects but all
magnifying the grace of God. There
is probably no finer collection of the
works of Puritan and Evangelical
divines of the seventeenth and eigh
teenth century than is to be found
here. Mr. Williams will be glad to
supply information concerning the
library to interested inquirers.

Ironsides whose watch-words were texts
of holy writ, and whose battle cries
were hymns of praise". Of Scotland
Froude states, "It is certainly a signifi
cant fact that in that country where
there is the most of Calvinism there
should be the least of crime; that of all
the peoples of the world today that
nation which is confessedly the most
moral is also the most thoroughly Cal
vinistic; that in that land where it
has the supremest sway individual and
national morality has reached its lofti
est level." Referring to John Knox,
Carlyle states, "What Knox did for his
nation we may really call a resurrection
as from death", and Froude declares
that he was "the one man without
whom Scotland as the modern world
has known it, would have had no
existence". The three great American
universities of prime historical im
portance, Harvard, Yale and Princeton
were founded by predestinarians and
that faith was the basis of all their re
ligious instruction.

Finally let us come to believers in
election in later days. George White
field, the most eloquent Christian ora
tor since the days of the apostles, was
a fervent advocate of election. Of poets
the world-renowned Isaac Watts took
the same stand. In America the great
philosopher and theologian, Jonathan
Edwards, has left us a most masterly
defence of the doctrine of election.

The Articles of the Church of Eng
land testify to the scriptural truth of
predestination. The Westminster Con
fession of Faith, to which Presbyterians
the world over owe allegiance, declares
the doctrine in the most emphatic
manner, and it is worthy of note that
this Confession of Faith was formu
lated by a body of erudite theologians
to which the greatest authorities pay
respectful and ungrudging tribute.

We repeat, It IS easy to assert that
the faith of all these men was un
scriptural, but before unbiased people
will believe such a statement they will
need arguments as masterly as those
of St. Augustine, as cogent and con
vincing as those put forward by Dr.
John Owen (Vice Chancellor of Ox
ford and Chaplain to Cromwell), as
lucid as those of President Edwards of
Princeton University, and systematic
reasoning as profound as that of John
Calvin.

Meanwhile, let all who respect the
memory of our beloved forefathers and
desire to follow in their steps, take
heed to the word of God:

"Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and
election sure, for if ye do these things,
ye shall never fall". II Pet. 1 :10.

(The author acknowledges his in
debtedness to the works of Professor
Loraine Boettner and Dr. E. W. Smith,
where readers will find further facts
along the line of the above.)

Brief Items of Church News
Volga, S. D.: Five adults and three

children were received into the mem
bership of Calvary Orthodox Presby
terian Church on Sunday, July 4. Mr.
Ahn, a Korean student at Westminster
Seminary, addressed a missionary rally
at the church in June.

Berkeley, Calif.r Parables of Jesus
illustrated by puppet shows constructed
by high school students highlighted the
closing exercises of the vacation Bible
school of Covenant Orthodox Presby
terian church on June 7th. A joint
Bible conference sponsored by the
Berkeley and San Francisco churches
is being planned for the end of Auguust
at Mt. Herman.

Ringoes, N. ].: Subjects discussed
at the adult social evening program of
Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
in recent meetings have been Released
Time Religious Education, The Modern
Amusement Question, and Euthanasia.
The pastor, the Rev. M. G. Kline, leads
the discussion period.

Los Angeles, Calif.: The Missouri
Synod Lutheran motion picture, Reach
ing from Heaven, was shown twice on
July 7th at Grace Church. Mr. Robert
Sander, a student of Westminster Sem
inary, has been assisting the pastor in
calling on members of the community.
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The Glory of the ~hristian~horeh

By the REV. PROFESSOR R. B. KUIPER
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X
THE CATHOLICiTY OF THE

CHURCH

AGOOD dictionary defines catholici
ty as "universal prevalence or

acceptance; universality". The Christ
ian church is truly universal, and its
universality is an outstanding aspect of
its glory.

Prevalent Misinterpretations
For that very reason it is regrettable

that the catholicity of the church is
sometimes misunderstood. Two mis
interpretations are particularly preval
ent. On the one hand, there are those
who take too narrow a view of it; on
the others there are those who view it
too broadly.

The Church of Rome calls itself the
Catholic Church. By claiming catho
licity for itself it bars every other com
munion from the church universal.
According to this view the universality
of the church does not extend beyond
the Church of Rome. That is indeed a
restricted universality.

On the contrary, many Protestants
take far too loose a view of the catho
licity of the Christian church. They
recognize as constituent parts of the
universal church any and all groups
that call themselves churches. That is
the opposite extreme of the Romish
view and is not a whit less erroneous.
Communions which deny the Holy
Trinity or tolerate deniers of the Deity
of Christ in their membership, and
perhaps even in their ministry, have
beyond all doubt forfeited the honor
of being counted as Christian churches.
That fact is overlooked and even
denied by most of the leaders of the
modern ecumenical movements. Then
too, there are self-styled churches which
in reality are mere sects. Difficult
though it often may be to distinguish
between a church and a sect, when a
new denomination is founded for rea
sons which in the light of Scripture
must be deemed picayune, the sin of
schism is committed, and that which
comes into being is not a church, but
a sed.

Old Testament Anticipations
In order to get the proper slant on

the catholicity of the Christian church
one must compare the church of the
old dispensation with that of the new.

It has often been said that the church
of the old dispensation was confined to
the people of Israel and therefore was
national, not universal, in its scope. It
cannot be denied that by and large
this is true. God established the cov
enant of grace with Abraham and

'his seed. "He sheweth his word unto
Jacob, his statutes and his judgments
unto Israel. He hath not dealt so with
any nation, and as for his judgments,
they have not known them" (Psalm
147: 19, 20).

However, that is by no l?leans the
whole story. The Old Testament may
be said to teem, not only with prophe
cies and promises of coming univer
salism, but also with actual anticipa
tions thereof. At the very time when
God called Abraham out of his heathen
surroundings in order to become the
father of His peculiar people, He told
him: "In thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed" (Gen. 12:3). Nation
alism was never an end in itself, but
from the outset was a means to the
end of universalism. The seventy
second Psalm is only one of many that
speak of Messiah's universal reign.
"He shall have dominion", we are told,
"from sea to sea and from the river
unto the ends of the earth" (Psalm
72:8). Through the evangelical proph
et God issued the universal invitation:
"Look unto me and be ye saved, all
the ends of the earth" (Isaiah 45: 22).
At God's command the prophet Jonah
preached the gospel of repentance to
the heathen city of Nineveh. Rahab
of Jericho, Ruth the Moabitess, and
N aaman the Syrian are some of the
Old Testament characters who turned
from paganism to the true and living
God.

New Testament Realization
It is not until the new dispensation,

however, that the universality of the
Christian church comes to its full real
ization.

When, toward the close of Jesus'
public ministry, certain Greeks wanted
to see Him, He was deeply moved and
said: "I, if I be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto me"
(John 12: 32). This He said referring
to His crucifixion. When He was
about to return to heaven from Mount
Olivet, He commanded His disciples:
"Ye shall be witnessess unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth" (Acts I:8) . On the day
of Pentecost there were present at Jeru
salem men "out of every nation under
heaven" (Acts 2:5). Through the
power of the Holy Spirit the gospel
was preached to every man in his own
language. Three thousand were con
verted and received by baptism into the
Christian church. .The Ethiopian
eunuch was converted through the
teachings of Philip, the Roman centur
ion Cornelius with his household
through the preaching of Peter. Most
important of' all, Paul became God's
chosen vessel to carry the gospel far
out into the gentile world. The book
of Acts tells the story of the triumphant
march of the gospel from Jerusalem,
the capital of Jewry, to Rome, the cap
ital of the world.

In a word, in the new dispensation
the church of Christ breaks completely
through the dikes of nationalism and
flows out over the whole earth.. Before
Christ's return the gospel will have
been preached to all nations. In heaven
the redeemed will sing to the glory
of the Lamb: "Thou wast slain, and
hast redeemed us to God by thy blood
out of every kindred and tongue and
people and nation" (Rev. 5:9).

Practical Applications
The fact of the catholicity of the

Christian church has a great many
practical applications. A few of them
will be named.

In the past there have been several
national churches, and some persist to
the present day. The Church of Eng
land is an outstanding example. But
if catholicity is an attribute of the
Christian church, it follows that a
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AssembUes North and South

national church is a contradiction in
terms. It is not even correct to des
cribe the church of Christ as interna
tional. It is supra-national. That is
so to say, it far transcends all national
ism.

For that reason, among others, the
principle of the separation of church
and state must be upheld. Just because
Pentecost spells the end of a national
church, it also spells the separation of
church and state. Often the precise
application of that principle is admit
tedly difficult to make, but beyond all
doubt the church may never brook
interference of the state with its spirit
ual affairs. The church's right, for
example, to preach the gospel both at
home and abroad is not dependent on
the consent of the state, but was be
stowed upon it by its Divine Head and
is inalienable.

The church must ever be on its
guard against anything that may de
tract from its catholicity. Therefore it
must avoid sectarianism. The term
sectarianism .has often been abused but
is not difficult to define. The church
cannot possibly take Scripture too
seriously. It follows that insistence
within the bounds of Scripture on the
exact formulation of Christian doctrine
or the exact delineation of Christian
ethics may never be deprecated as sec
tarianism. Yet precisely that is often
done. But when one teaching of Scrip
ture is stressed out of all proportion to
others, and again when men presume
to add to the teaching of the Word of
God-then it is that sectarianism
puts in its appearance. Concretely,
when a church stresses human respon
sibility at the expense of divine sov
ereignty, as does Arminianism, or
when after the manner of Hyper
Calvinism it does the reverse, that is
sectarianism. Again it is patently
sectarian to take the position that even
the most moderate use of wine as a
beverage is sin. Whatever form sec
tarianism may assume, it is always a
great evil, for it makes for narrowness,
prejudice, and bigotry and is bound to
obscure that glorious attribute of the
church which is known as catholicity.

A violation of the catholicity of the
church which is not unusual even
among Protestants is to equate to all
intents and purposes one's own denom
ination with the church of Christ.
There are, no doubt, denominations
that have degenerated into false

churches. There are also denomina
tions that are sects rather than churches.
But after all has been said it must be
admitted that no one denomination
anywhere is the whole Christian church.

The most important positive implica
tion of the church's catholicity is its
solemn duty to proclaim the gospel of
Jesus Christ to all nations and tribes
on the face of the globe, and to receive
all who believe of whatever race or
color into the church by holy baptism.
In the Christian church "there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision
nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scyth
ian, bond nor free: but Christ is all and
in all" (Col. 3:II).

In the winter of 1909 Mr. Arthur
Balfour lectured in Edinburgh on "The
Moral Values Which Unite the Na
tions." He named such matters as
common knowledge, common commer-

A CROSS SECTION of the life of
the average American and a cross

section of the docket of a contemporary
General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A. show many re
semblances. One of them is the lack
of interest in ideas concerning truth
and a great interest in ideas concerning
organization, finance, publicity and
planning. The discussion of doctrine
or biblical teaching of any sort appears
to be almost a forgotten art.

This year's Northern Presbyterian
Assembly provided an interesting spec
tacle in the contest for the moderator
ship between Dr. Jesse H. Baird, Dr.
Clifford E. Barbour and Dr. George
Emerson Barnes. Dr. Barnes withdrew
after the third ballot, but even the
fourth ballot failed to produce a rna-

"jority for either Dr. Barbour or Dr.
Dr. Baird, and it was only on the fifth
ballot that Dr. Baird squeaked by with
a majority of one out of nearly nine
hundred votes. In spite of this spirited
contest, no issue of doctrine appears to
have been publicized as dividing the
two candidates.

The Rev. Paul Woolley is Professor of
Church History in Westminster Theological
Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa,

cial interests, diplomatic intercourse,
and the bonds of human friendship.
When he had finished and the ap
plause by the audience had subsided,
a small voice from the balcony queried:
"But, Mr. Balfour, what of Jesus
Christ?" Both Balfour and his audi
ence looked up and recognized an
oriental student as the speaker.

Only a few years ago there was much
enthusiastic talk about "one world."
Many were so gullible as to believe
that the conclusion of the second world
war and the organization of the United
Nations would usher it in. Today
there is general disillusionment. No
wonder. The prerequisite of one world
is a universal church. Only then will
there be one world when every knee
shall bow at the name of Jesus and
every tongue shall confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord (Philip. 2:10,II).

By PAUL WOOLLEY

Probably the most significant action
of the Assembly followed a speech by
Dr. Robert B. Whyte of Cleveland,
Ohio in which he urged the need of
a special board of planning and strategy
to direct the Church. He said that the
General Council had originally been
intended to be such, but that the Con
stitution of the Church had prevented
its performing this function. The As
sembly voted to continue a special com
mittee, of which Dr. Whyte is chair
man, that it may draw up plans for
such a board of direction for the
Church. Older readers of the GUARD
IAN will recollect that the Constitution
was not allowed to hamper the General
Council in securing approval by the
Assembly in 1934 of its plans to drive
members of the Independent Board for
Presbyterian Foreign Missions out of
the Church. Perhaps it is now felt,
however, that it would be wiser to ac
complish such projects without any
reference to the General Assembly at
all. It is possible that the growth of
the membership of the National As
sociation of Evangelicals among adher
ents of the Presbyterian Church in the
U. S. A. is causing concern to the mem
bers of the Presbyterian Politburo and
it is considered desirable to have
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machinery for dealing with such mat
ters without the necessity of Assembly
publicity.

There was not, of course, any sign of
dissatisfaction in the Assembly with
the ruling powers, and the "chief ex
ecutive officer of the Church", Stated
Clerk Dr. William Barrow Pugh, was
reelected for a term of five years.

The Assembly expressed concern
over the fusion of the functions of
church and state visible in the public
schools of New Mexico. More than
one hundred nuns, WAO, of course, have
taken vows to carry out the orders of
ecclesiastical superiors above all others,
are reported to be employed as teachers
in the public schools of the State.

The Assembly expressed the opinion
that 'retired ministers should not cele
brate marriages, baptize, or conduct
funerals without an invitation from an
installed pastor. Dr. Stewart P. Mac
Lerman's disregard of the Constitution
of the Church in the Topping-Turner
marriage would seem to be a poor ex
cuse for limiting the opportunity for
other ministers to cheer, comfort, ad
vise and, in general, carry out our
Lord's orders to proclaim the gospel
whenever appropriate.

An announcement symbolic of the
state of the Presbyterian Church in the
U. S. A. throughout the nation was
made to the commissioners when thev
were informed that, effective with the
first issue of July, The Presbyterian
would be merged with the new official
magazine of the Church, Presbyterian
Lite. The Presbyterian was founded
in 1831 as an unofficial paper to defend
the doctrines of the Church against the
New School attack of that day. It has
always been regarded as attempting,
to some extent at least, to defend a bib
lical gospel. Now its voice is being
stilled entirely in the interests of of
ficialdom and unification.

In the southern part of the United
States there appear to be more Presby
terians who are alive to the question
whether Christianity is a biblical relig
ion or one based upon "the best
thought" of the current generation.
The General Assembly of the Presby
terian Church in the U. S. (Southern),
therefore, indicated more interest in
questions of ultimate truth and in last
ing values than did its northern coun
terpart.

In this connection, two major issues
faced the southern brethren - con
tinuance of membership in the Fed-

eral Council of the Churches of Christ
in America and reunion with the
northern Church. Both of these are
related to the question of the ultimate
truth of Christianity.

Chosen by a small majority to fill the
moderatorial chair was Dr. C. Darby
Fulton, Executive Secretary of the
Church's Committee of Foreign Mis
sions and a convinced evangelical.

The advisory voting of the presby
teries during the past year on the sub
ject of membership in the Federal
Council foreshadowed, almost precisely,
the decision approving continued af
filiation with that body. The presby
teries voted 61 in favor and 24 against
and the Assembly 274 in favor and
108 against.

On the matter of union with the
northern Church, it was generally con
ceded that a majority of the commis
sioners were personally favorable to
union. They recognized, however, that
a sizable' minority throughout the
Church was so strongly opposed that
an' attempt to force union now would
result in disruption and a continuing
Church of some considerable size.
Rather than produce that result, a com
promise was worked out during the
time of a devotional session in which
it was agreed to postpone action on the
subject of union with the northern
Church for five years. This was adopt
ed by the Assembly unanimously. It
was a disappointment to the U. S. A.
(northern) Church forces, which are
strongly in favor of union, but as Dr.
Pugh, northern Stated Clerk, remark
ed, Time is on the side of union. Un
less revival comes strongly to the
Church, this is unquestionably true.
The decision of the southern opposition
to hold no meetings of its Continuing
Church Committee (opposed to union)
for the next five years is, therefore, all
the more surprising.

The actual temper of the southern
Assembly on the union question was
indicated further by its adverse vote on
two proposals from Meridian presby
tery to make clear the right of the in
dividual congregation to retain its prop
erty, should the denomination enter a
union contrary to the wishes of the con
gregation. Although presented by
President Gillespie of Belhaven Col
lege, even a proposal to study the
matter further in a special committee
was voted down.

Numerically the southern Church is
making excellent progress. During the

past year there were 26,129 additions
on confession of faith. The present
communicant membership is announc
ed as 638,653, a gain of nearly 50% in
twenty years.

A very interesting series of advertise
ments, graphs, and charts have been
published in the south during the past
two years in connection with the sub
ject of union, showing how much
greater is the rate of growth in mem
bership and number of churches in the
south than in the north. They also
demonstrate that total giving, benevo
lent giving in general, and giving to
both home and foreign missions is
greater per capita, sometimes by a wide
margin, in the southern than in the
northern Church.

There appeared to be genuine inter
est in evangelism and the spread of the
gospel indicated by the reports to the
Assembly of the "Program of Prog
ress". It is also heartening to note
that a number of ruling elders take an
active part in the work of the southern
Church. It is still possible for an evan
gelical to say that even an individual
ist can speak freely "on any and all
issues on the, , .Iloor of the Assembly".

The future for the evangelical faith
is not bright in the southern Church.
It is handicapped by the non-Christian
position taken by many evangelicals on
the Negro question. Nevertheless
there is, at the present time, by a wide
margin, more democracy and more
evangelicalism visible in the Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S.
than in that of the Presbyterian Church
in the U. S. A.

Organ Installed in
Cedar GroiVe

A SPECIAL service was held in the
Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian

Church of Cedar Grove, Wis., on Sun
day evening, June 27th, at which time
the new pipe organ recently installed
in the building was officially dedicated
to the service of God. The Rev. John
Verhage of Bethel Church, Oostburg,
assisted in conducting the service. The
organ was constructed by the Schaefer
Organ Company of Slinger, Wisconsin.

The vacation Bible school of Calvary
church, held early in June, had an en
rollment of I ~3 children. '
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The Life of Jesus Christ

Supplementary Lesson I

The Geography of Palestine

T H E land of Palestine in which
Jesus lived is a small country sit

uated on the eastern shore of the Med
iterranean Sea. At its southern bound
ary it is about seventy miles wide, and
it extends a distance of about one hun
dred fifty miles north and south. The
southern boundary is more or less iden
tical with an imaginary extension of the
southern shoreline of the sea, and the
northern boundary touches the sea at
a point somewhat less than one half
way up the sea's eastern shore. The
southern boundary of the land of Pales
tine did not always reach all the way to
the Mediterranean, however. The sea
shore region there once belonged to
Philistia. And likewise in the north a
section of the shore territory belongs to
Phoenecia. Palestine proper thus con
sists of a rather rectangular area, the
longest dimension being. north and
south. The whole area consists of
about 8,000 square miles, a little more
than that of New Jersey, and a little
less than that of Massachusetts.

The physical or topographical fea
tures of the land are five parallelzones
extending north and south, rather well
defined by their individual character
istics. Along the Mediterranean shore
is the Maritime plain, some six miles
in width, rising to about two hundred
feet above sea level, and very fertile
for farming. Next inland from this is
the low hill country or Shephelah, a
plateau some five or six hundred feet
in altitude and of varying width, sep
arating the maritime plain from the
central mountain range. This moun
tain range forms the third zone. It is
a region of high hills, with some rolling
country and some real mountains with
high peaks. It begins in the north with
Mt, Hermon, a peak about 9,000 feet
high. South of this is a section of roll
ing country from which the name
Galilee (Hebrew galal, to roll) comes.
On southward the region becomes
more mountainous and continues so
to the southern boundary of the
country, near which the city of Hebron,
is located. Beyond this the region flat
tens out into a desert. Hebron itself

By LESLIE W. SLOAT

is three thousand feet in altitude.
East of the mountain zone is the

Jordon valley. The Jordon rises at the
foot of Mt. Hermon and runs a course
almost directly south, constantly deep
ening its channel, until it is actually
about 1,300 feet below sea level where
it terminates in the Dead Sea. On its
journey south it forms first the "waters
of Merom", about thirty miles from
Hermon, then ten miles further on
spreads out into the Sea of Galilee.
From here to the Dead Sea is a stretch
of some sixty miles, and this is the
section commonly thought of when one
mentions the Jordon. The flow here
is often slow and very winding. The
Dead Sea is about 45 miles long and
ten miles wide. It has no outlet, and
the constant evaporation of its mois
ture has left it so densely salty and fill
ed with minerals that swimming is
practically impossible, though one can
not sink.

The city of Jerusalem is on the
mountain range about opposite the
north end of the Dead Sea, and the
city of Jericho is in the Jordan valley
near the river. Hence Jericho is some
three to four thousand feet lower in
altitude than Jerusalem, and it is not
strange that we read of going down
from Jerusalem to Jericho and going
up to Jerusalem.

East of the Jordon the land rises
again abruptly to form a high plateau
which stretches away eastward into the
Arabian desert.

The only real break in these features
is a mountain spur which extends
slightly north of westward from the
central mountain range until it juts
out into the Mediterranean, forming
there the famous Mt. Carmel, almost,
directly west of the Sea of Galilee.
Carmel, of course, is well known as
the scene of the great dramatic conflict
between Elijah and the priests of Baal.
This mountain spur is itself broken,
where it crosses the shephelah, and here
is located the valley of Esdraelon, a re
gion also known as the plain of Megid
do. It was famous in the old times as
a battle field, and is used in the Revela
tion as the name of the coming great
battle, of Armageddon.

The land of Palestine is divided into
four political regions. Three are west
of the Jordan river. In the south is
Judea. In the north, west and north of
the Sea of Galilee, is the region known
by the same name, Galilee. Between
Judea and Galilee was Samaria. The
region east of Jordon was called
"Perea", from a Greek word meaning
"the other side". In this area Reuben
and Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh
settled following the Exodus from
Egypt.

The inhabitant's of Samaria were the
descendants of the mixed population
which were settled in the region after
the Assyrians had carried the Israelites
away captive. Because of this dubious
ancestry, the Jews would have nothing
to do with them. Weare also informed
that the inhabitants of Galilee spoke
with a dialect which distinguished
them from the Judeans. Apparently
all of the disciples of Jesus, except
Judas, the traitor, were from Galilee.

Of the cities of Palestine we have
mentioned Jerusalem and Jericho.
Bethany was near Jerusalem, to the
southeast, and Bethlehem about five
miles south of Jerusalem. North of
Jerusalem were the ancient cities of
Rama, Bethel and Shiloh. Farther
north, now in Samaria, we come to
Sychar with Shechem near by, and
Jacob's well. In Galilee Nazareth is
about fifteen miles southwest of the
Sea of Galilee, and Cana is five miles
north of Nazareth. Capernaum is on
the north shore of the sea, and much
farther north, near the slopes of Her
mon, on the east side of Jordon, is
Caesarea Philippi.

The geographical features of the
country naturally resulted in certain
routes of travel. The maritime plain
was the easiest route for those travel
ling up from Egypt. It was the route
of many armies in ancient times. An
other route was along the Jordon val
ley, on either side of the river. There
was also, of course, a route north along
the mountains, but it was a difficult
road, and not used more than was
necessary. However it would appear
to have been along this route that Jesus
travelled when He "must needs go
through Samaria", for this route took
Him directly by Sychar.

On our Lord's last trip to Jerusalem,
He apparently used the Jordon valley,
and approached the capital city by way
of Jericho.
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The Bible. and the Knowledge
of God

Politically Palestine was under the
Roman rule. At the birth of Jesus,
Herod the King ruled the entire land.
He died shortly, and the regions of
Samaria and Judea were given to Arch
elaus. The northern area was divided
into three smaller units ruled by "te-

The report of the Committee on
Doctrines to the last General Assembly
of ri; Orthodox Presbyterian Church
included certain studies of Scripture
teaching on the controverted matters.
Believing that the exposition of these
Scripture passages is of importance and
deserving of wider attention than it
might otherwise receive, we gladly de
vote space in the GUARDIAN for the
publication of this section of the report.

The revelation of the New Testa
ment presupposes fully the revelation of
the Old Testament, and thus also the
doctrine of God set forth in the Old
Testament. Neither in the teaching of
Jesus nor in that of the apostles is
there a new doctrine of God. The
God whom Jesus proclaims is the Lord
of heaven and earth (Matt. II:25) and
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
(Matt. 22:32). The distinctiveness of
the New Testament revelation is, there
fore, only relative; it is the distinctive
ness which is involved in the recog
nition that the God of creation and of
the covenant revealed himself afresh
in word and deed in the establishment
of the new covenant. This revelation
of the new covenant, as the fulfillment
of the prophetic revelation of the old
covenant, possesses an eschatological
character. It heralds the arrival and ex
pounds the significance of the coming
of a new order through the mani
festation of the power of God. Thus
that new revelation may be subsumed
under the doctrine of the coming
of the kingdom of God. It is a
revelation through signs and wonders,
which in association with the revelation
through words spoken with divine
authority, bespeak the presence of God
and his action in the accomplishment
of his redemptive purposes. Though
the revelation of the new covenant may
be characterized in terms of the mes
sage of the kingdom and the miracles

trarchs". At the beginning of our
Lord's ministry Judea had been placed
under a "procurator", a ruler appoint
ed directly by the Roman emperor
Caesar. The procurator's name was
Pontius Pilate. Luke describes these
political arrangements in Luke 3:1-2.

which disclosed the presence of the
kingdom, it may more pointedly still
be described as the revelation "in a Son"
(Heb. 1:2). The revelation of the
old covenant was concerning the son-of
God, Jesus Christ, but that of the new
was a revelation which possessed final
ity and absoluteness because of the very
presence of the Son of God. The incar
nation of Jesus Christ is then the great
fact and act of revelation with which
the New Testament has to do.

That the manifestation of the Son
of God among men constituted a glor
ious fact of divine revelation does not
require special emphasis here. "The
people that sat in darkness saw a great
light" (Matt. 4:16). "And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we beheld his glory, glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth . . . Grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. No man
hath seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son (or, God only-begotten),
who is in the bosom of the Father, he
hath declared him" (]n. 1:14-18). See
also Mt, II:25-27; 13:13-17; 16:17.
These passages show that Jesus Christ,
his words and works, constituted an
objective revelation of God. But they'
also teach that there was an adequate
apprehension of the revelation on the
part of some only, namely on the part
of the babes who were given eyes to
see according to the good pleasure of
God.

Matthew II :25·27
This passage, and the parallel pas

sage in Luke 10:21,22, bears significant
ly upon the doctrine of the incompre
hensibility of God. It emphatically
teaches indeed the possibility and the
reality of true knowledge of God and
of His Son Jesus Christ, a knowledge
based upon revelation, an apprehension
granted by the Father and the Son in

their good pleasure. The things hid
from the wise and understanding are
revealed unto babes. The Son knows
the Father but also men may know
Him.

In spite of the accent which is placed
upon the fact of revelation and the
possibility and reality of human knowl
edge of God, however, there is another
aspect of the passage which gives it
pertinence to the present subject. For
it clearly is concerned with the trans
cendence of the Son of God in the
sphere of knowledge. What the pas
sage states concerning the Son, in con
nection with what it states about the
Father, constitutes it a completely un
ambiguous evidence of the ontological
sonship, or deity, of Christ. It has been
thus acknowledged because of the exact
correspondence and reciprocity of the
Father and the Son which is set forth.

This correspondence finds partial ex
pression in what is said concerning
the revelational activity of the Father
and the Son. The Son reveals as well
as the Father. And both do so in the
exercise of their sovereignty. "I thank
thee, a Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that thou . . . didst reveal them
unto babes: yea, Father, for so it was
well pleasing in thy sight" (Matt.
II :25). "Neither doth any know the
Father save the Son and he to whomso
ever the Son willeth to reveal him"
( II :27). The Son as well as the
Father is described as sovereign re
vealer, and this description is a sig
nificant evidence of the deity of Christ.

What is said concerning the sov
ereignty of the Son's action, and what
is affirmed concerning the Son's re
vealing activity, however, are far from
exhausting the significance of the pas
sage in this connection. The very heart
and center of the passage is reached
only when one considers what is said
concerning the Son's knowledge in
relation to the Father's knowledge. The
revealing activity in the case of the Son,
and evidently also in the case of the
Father, is based upon the knowledge
which is predicated. The terms in
which the Son's knowledge of the
Father and the Father's knowledge of
the Son are described correspond so
exactly, and are so extraordinary, that
subordination of the Son to the Father
is ruled out. "No one knoweth the
Son save the Father; neither doth any
know the Father save the Son" (v.27).
With an eye upon the whole of the
Biblical revelation it is perhaps not
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extraordinary that the Father should
be said to possess an absolutely exclu
sive knowledge of the Son. It has
depths and heights which place it be
yond human reach. Since it is divine
knowledge there is no knowledge that
is comparable to it. Surely all this is
involved in the statement that "no one
knoweth the Son save the Father".

In the context of the history of
revelation, the most extraordinary fea
ture of the passage is that Jesus immedi
ately adds the stupendous claim that
"neither .doth any know the Father
save the Son". The very terms that
are used to set forth the absolutely
,exclusive knowledge of the Father con
cerning the Son are now employed to
describe the Son's knowledge of the
Father. The Son's exclusive knowl
edge of the Father, then, like the
Father's exclusive knowledge of the
Son, is a divine knowledge to which no
human knowledge of God can be com
pared.

When now on the background and
alongside of such affirmations of exclu
sive knowledge, the passage speaks of
human knowledge of the Father, it is
clear that a most significant distinction
is in view. It is crucial to gauge this
distinction accurately. (I) The dif
ference does not concern the object of
knowledge. The Father is known by
the Son and He may be known by men.
Since the distinction does not concern
the object known, it must relate to the
difference in the apprehension of the
object. (2) It is clear that the differ
ence in apprehension goes beyond the
fact that human apprehension is based
upon revelation. The Son indeed is the
revealer and men know only as the
Son willeth to reveal. But the appre·
hension of the Son is described as an
exclusive knowledge, and hence the
difference in relation to revelation does
not describe it fully. The knowledge
of the Son is itself an incomparable
knowledge, which he possesses as Son
just as the knowledge of the Father
is an incomparable knowledge which
he possesses as Father. This goes far
beyond saying that the knowledge
of the Son and of the Father is not an
acquired knowledge. (3) The dis
tinction between the Son's knowledge
and human knowledge which is drawn
here is not viewed in terms of the ex
tent of knowledge. The Son's knowl
edge is not described as complete in
contrast to the partial knowledge which
men possess. It does not take the form

that the Son knows all about the
Father whereas men may know only
certain propositions about the Father.
(4) The Son's apprehension as an abo
solutely exclusive apprehension is a
divine knowledge; the apprehension on
the part of men necessarily does not
possess that exclusive" divine character
which has been shown to be the mark
of the Son's knowledge. The contrast
in view involves the contrast between
the divine subject (the Son) and hu
man subjects, for the exclusiveness of
the knowledge of the Son is bound up
with his being the Son, that is, a divine
person. The very evidence, therefore,
which establishes the ontological son
ship, or absolute deity, of Jesus de
mands the conclusion that a distinction
in' ontology between God and men is
basic to the affirmations concerning the
Son's knowledge of the Father and hu
man knowledge of the Father. The
Son knows the Father on the divine
level of understanding; men may know
the Father from the human level, the
level of their creaturehood.

The teaching of Matthew 11:25-27
finds significant parallels in the Gospel
according to John. There, too, the fact
of the revelation of God through Jesus
Christ is a conspicuous theme. The
possibility and actuality of knowledge
of God on the part of men is also em
phatically set forth. "The Word be
came flesh, .. and we beheld his glory
... he hath declared him" (John
1:14-18). "If ye had known me, ye
would have known my Father also;
from henceforth ye know Him, and
have seen him ... He that hath
seen me hath seen the Father also"
(14:7,9). "And this is life eternal,
that they should know thee, the only
true God, and him whom thou didst
send, even Jesus Christ" (17:3f; d.
'17:25£; 1:10; 16:3).

But a further significant point of
contact between the Matthean pas
sages and the teaching in John is
found in the place given to the af
firmation of the deity of Christ in
connection with the subject of the
knowledge of God. Jesus identifies
knowledge of himself with knowl
edge of the Father. "If ye knew
me, ye would know my Father also"
(8:19; d. 10:15; 14:7,9). With the
same intent, Jesus uses the verb "see",
when he says, "He that hath seen
me hath seen the Father" (14:9).
Thus he makes himself one with the
Father.

Jesus teaches moreover that the Son
has an exculsive knowledge of the Fa
ther. "Not that any man hath seen
the Father, save he that is from God;
He hath seen the Father" (6:46).
"No man hath seen God at any time;
the only begotten Son (or God only
begotten) who is in the bosom of
the Father, he hath declared him"
( I:18). In denying, then, that God
hath been seen, the concern is not
with the spirituality and invisibility
of God. If the passages just quoted
had to do with invisibility of God,
they would not state that the Son had
seen God (d. 14:7,9). These pas
sages teach, accordingly, that the Son
has an exclusive knowledge or God.
The Son as the Son, as God only be
gotten, being in the bosom of the Fa
ther, being from the Father, - in
short, because of his absolutely unique
relation to God as the eternal Son
alone hath seen and known God. It
is on the background of this teaching
concerning the deity of Christ, ex
pressed in terms of the Son's original,
essential and exclusive knowledge of
God, that the Gospel sets forth the
fact of revelation.

Alongside these truths the Gospel
nevertheless teaches that men may see
God (14:9; II :40). The problem
presented by the juxtaposition of the
exclusiveness of the Son's knowledge
of God and the affirmation of knowl
edge on the part of men is identical
with that presented in connection with
Mt. II :25-27. And the answer must be
found in the same terms. The ontolog
ical Son knows God as the Son, and
therefore his knowledge is exclusive.
As the knowledge of a divine person,
the knowledge itself is divine. When
men nevertheless are said to know
God, the distinctiveness of their ap
prehension can be explained only in
terms of the distinctiveness of their
nature as human beings.

Romans 11:33£
Paul's ascription of praise to God

in Romans II :33f, is a crucial pas
sage. In the translation of the ARV
it reads, "0 the depth of the riches
both of the wisdom and the knowl
edge of God! how unsearchable are
his judgments, and his ways past
tracing out! For who hath known
the mind of the Lord? .. "

The passage has as its immediate
background a consideration of certain
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judgments and ways of God which
centers attention upon the marvellous
disclosures of the mercy of God al
ready realized and yet to be manifest
ed. Although the ascnption of praise
is not isolated from the consideration
of the divine revelation it should be
recognized that it does not consist of
praise or thanksgiving for revelation.
Basically the passage is an acknowl
edgement of the transc-endence of
God, and has largely to do with the
transcendence of God in the sphere
of knowledge. Turning from the
consideration of specific manifesta
tions of the justice and mercy of God,
the apostle ascends here to a general
contemplation of the transcendent
knowledge and judgments of God.
In spite of his own lack of compre-

. hension, the devout child of God may
rest in confidence in God whose
knowledge is unfathomable and whose
judgments are unsearchable.

In our judgment the apostle is not
concerned here with the distinction
between the secret counsel of God
and his revealed will in the Scrip
tures. He is not affirming that, be
cause God has not chosen to reveal
it, the secret counsel is unsearchable.
The contrast between the secret and
the revealed will is not drawn here.
But certain affirmations are made con
cerning the wisdom, .knowledge,
judgments and ways of God in abso
lute terms. The wisdom and knowl
edge of God, without' reservation or
qualification, are said to possess in
exhaustible wealth, or, in other words,
to be unfathomable. His judgments
are said to be such that they cannot
be searched out, they are unfathom
able. His ways cannot be traced out; •
they are inexplorable. As Hodge
comments in this connection, "It is
because God is infinite in his being
and incomprehensible in his judg
ments and in his ways, that he is an
inexhaustible source of knowledge
and blessedness".

It is further to be observed that the
transcendence of the divine knowledge
in view in this passage is not that of
the divine omniscience as contrasted
with the partial character of human
knowledge. The judgments and
ways of God, even when the subject
of revelation, and even when consid
ered individually, are regarded as un
fathomable and inexplorable. There
inheres in them a quality of divinity,
as judgments and ways of the infinite

and transcendent God, which makes
human comprehension impossible.

This interpretation of Rom. II:33
receives support from the opening
words of V.34, which depend on Isaiah
40:13. The rhetorical question,
"Who hath known the mind of the
Lord?", emphatically implies that no
one hath known the mind of the
Lord. This is said without qualifica
tion: it is not qualified, for example,
by making knowledge depend on
revelation. The connotation of the
verb "known" is therefore a crucial
matter. If it means "apprehended"
the question would amount to a
declaration of the inapprehensibility or
unknowability of God. Since, how
ever, such a view would contradict
the entire thrust of the Scriptures,
it must be understood in the sense of
comphrehended. The question is
equivalent, then, to a declaration that
the mind of God is incomprehensible.
When the language of v.34 is applied
to v.33, it carries the implication that
no one hath known (ie. comprehend
ed) the wisdom, knowledge, judg
ments and ways of God.

I Corinthians 2 :6·16
First Corinthians 2:6-16 may ap

propriately be considered in this
connection, especially since a point of
contact is found in the fact that v. 16
also employs the language of Isa.40: 13.
It must be acknowledged that the
main emphasis of the Corinthian
passage differs sharply from that of
Romans II :33f. For I Cor. 2 is large
ly occupied with the glorious wisdom
and knowledge communicated to the
children of God rather than with the
transcendence of the divine knowl
edge and with incomprehensibility.
The wisdom that hath been hidden,
which none of the rulers of the world
hath known, the things which entered
not into the heart of man, that" which
the natural man doth not receive and
cannot know - these God hath re
vealed through the Spirit. And those
who are spiritual, possessing the mind
or Christ, know the things freely
given of God.

But even in this context, however
much the 'wisdom and knowledge
possessed by the regenerate may be
emphasized, the wisdom and knowl
edge in view stand in an entirely
different relation to men than to God.
To receive the Spirit is not to qualify
men to know as the Spirit knows; to

have the mind of Christ is not to
know in the exclusive and exhaustive
way in which Christ knows. The
Spirit, who reveals the things of God
to men, has an exclusive knowledge
of the things of God in virtue of His
being the Spirit (v. I I ). The Spirit
alone enjoys the intimacy of commun
ion with God which makes it possible
for Him "to search all things, yea the
deep things of God" (v, 10). Hence,
when in v.I6, -Paul says, "For who
hath known the mind of the Lord,
that he should .instruct him?", he is
not interpreting the language of
Isaiah 40:13 differently from the force
which it has been observed to have in
Romans II:34. In quoting this pass
age Paul's point is not, in effect, that
the natural man does not know the
mind of the Lord. Nor is he saying
that men who have not come into
contact with the divine revelation do
not know the mind of the Lord. But
he must be understood as setting forth
the astounding truth that God is so
transcendent in knowledge that he is
incomprehensible. Nevertheless, he
adds, they have the mind of Christ.
The children of God, being in union
with Christ, and having received the
Spirit, have a true apprehension of
God. It is this' apprehension of the
incomprehensible God which gives
the spiritual man the advantage over
the unregenerate (v, 15).

I Corinthians 13:12
In another passage in I Corinthians,

Paul apparently goes even beyond the
teaching of I Cor. 2 in emphasizing
the privileges of the children of God
in the sphere of knowledge. When
in I Cor. 13:12 he says "For now we
see in a mirror, darkly, but then face
to face; now I know in part, but then
shall I know fully even as also I was
fully known", he might app'ear to
teach that in heaven the knowledge
of men will be indistinguishable from
the divine knowledge. If taken liter
ally, the passage would teach that
man's knowledge will be as complete
and exhaustive as God's. But such
an interpretation would bring the
verse into sharp conflict with Scrip
ture as a whole. Paul is indeed
stressing the glorious privileges of the
people of God in the age to come.
Their knowledge will correspond to
the time "when _that which is per
fect is come" (v. 10). But, on the
analogy of Scripture, a distinction
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Canadian Presbyterian
Assembly

must be drawn between the perfec
tion of God and the perfection of man
in heaven, and this distinction must
be regarded as implicitly qualifying
the assertion in v . 12. As Charles
Hodge says, "as we are required to
to be perfect (Mat. 5:48) as our Fa
ther in heaven is perfect, we may be
said to know even as we are known.
We may be perfect in our narrow
sphere as God is perfect in his, and
yet the distance between him and us

I N the minds of many observers, the
General Assembly of the Presbyter

ian Church in Canada this year was
one of the most important since that
of 1925, when the church decided to
stay out of the United Church. The
court met in Toronto from June znd
to loth, and during that period dealt
with a number of matters which have
been causing division in the church for
years.

That this Assembly was prepared to
face the issues involved in these prob
lems, may in part be due to the fact
that it was preponderantly an assembly
of younger men. Their importance
and position was quite apparent,
throughout all the meetings. But
whether this was the cause or not, two
things were very noticeable. One was
that the debates centered on principal,
not personality. On one or two occa
sions, it is true, personalities were
brought in, but this was usually done
by the members of what one might
call the "Liberal Old Guard." As a
result of this tendency to deal with
principles, there was a very good feel
ing among the members of the Assem
bly. The feeling of fellowship was
strong; and above all other things there
was a strong conviction that the church,
as the largest Reformed church in the
country, had very serious responsibil
ities. At the same time there was a
real consciousness of the resources of
divine power behind it. These factors,
by and large, controlled the thinking
and action of the commissioners.

Probably the most important matter
before the court, was that of the
church's connection with the Church

remains infinite". Hodge according
ly interprets this passage in the con
text of the Biblical doctrines of God
and man. As there are two levels of
being, there are two levels of perfec
tion. Even in heaven man remains a
creature. His understanding will al
ways remain that of a creature. In
the perfection of his creaturely knowl
edge in heaven, he will realize as
never before the transcendence of
God.

By W. STANFORD REID

of Christ in China. Ever since 1944
growing opposition has been manifest
in the church to the sending of mis
sionaries out to work under this body
which is church-unionist in the ex
treme, and has no doctrinal basis worth
mentioning. After no little controversy
and numerous petitions to the General
Assembly, the whole subject was last
year sent down to the presbyteries for
consideration and report. The pres
byteries answering the remit were fair
ly evenly divided. Those representing
350 ministers and elders were opposed,
and those representing 349 were in
favour. Three presbyteries petitioned
that the Assembly appoint a committee
having members from both sides of the
question, to gather material, send it
down to the presbyteries and have
further answers next year. After a
lengthy discussion on the floor of the
Assembly, it was decided that while •
the church would continue to support
those already working under the
C.C.C., since they had gone out in
good faith, there would be no further
commitments to that body. Hence
forth the church would concentrate on
its own work in Manchuria, Formosa,
India and British Guiana. This was
a very real victory for those who had
been fighting for years against this
connection.

The other major problem which was
settled was that of participation in a
Divinity Faculty, this summer estab
lished at McGill University. Taking
part in this venture would have meant
the virtual closing of one of our semin
aries, except as a boarding house where
practical theology would be taught.

Biblical subjects, church history and
theology are to be handled by the
university faculty. Four of the chairs
of this body are to be appointed by the
university on nomination from a com
mittee representing the United and
Anglican churches. But the final de
cision is in the hands of McGill Board
of Governors. The chairs of philos
ophy and history of religions are com
pletely under the university appoint
ment. Moreover, removal of a
professor could be accomplished only
by the university. One can easily see
the dangers of such a system.

In 1942 this proposal had been sent
down to the presbyteries. More courts
replied to this remit than to any other
since 1925. Thirty-five answered, of
which only two were in favour. The
Assembly, however, turned the matter
down in 1945 by only two votes. Con
sequently no one knew what might
happen this time. The result, however,
was conclusive. The debate was the
best of the Assembly with many taking
part, but almost all in opposition.
Finally Prof. Robert Lennox, newly
appointed principal, of the Presbyterian
College, Montreal, took. the floor
against the plan. This helped to
settle its fate. When the vote was
taken it .was recorded as 84 to 43
against. This was another victory for
Presbyterianism.

One matter which was not so pleas
ing, was the decision to send down to
the presbyteries a statement on "Elec
tion and Predestination" prepared by
the Committee on Articles of Faith.
The writer, who is a member of that
committee, dissented from the state
ment as being in direct conflict with
the doctrine presently held by the
church, and recommended that it be re
committed. In this, however, he was
defeated, but it is to be hoped that the
presbyteries, which are often the salva
tion of the church, will take a strong
stand against the views expressed.

Many other matters were of course,
discussed. There was the question of
the Dutch immigrants coming into the
country in large numbers. The church
has decided that it must do all it can to
help meet their spiritual needs when
they are not near one of their own
churches. Then, too, there was the
matter of missionary expansion which
is so desperately needed at the present
time, and which the church is attempt
ing to carry out as far as finances per
mit.
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On looking back over the Assembly
one cannot but fed that on the whole
it was generally a good assembly. For
one thing it definitely asserted that the
church is going to remain a Presbyter
ian church, both at home and abroad.
This is very important in this day of
easy church union and lack of convic
tion. But there is no church which is
perfect, so in all things we must still be
on guard.

Stonehouse to
Amsterdam

DR. NED B. STONEHOUSE who
was elected by the General As

sembly of The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church as its representative to the
formative gathering of the fundament
alist International Council of Chris
tian Churches in Amsterdam will leave
for Holland July 23rd. He expects to
be gone about five weeks, returning
the latter part of August.

No exact information is available as
to the total numbe'r of delegates who
will attend this meeting. Dr. William
H. Bordeaux, general secretary of the
American Council, which is sponsoring
the Amsterdam meeting, has indicated
that delegations are expected from Can
ada, South America, China, Korea,
Japan and .various European countries
as well as from America.

The theme of the conference will be
"The Christ of the Scriptures". De
cisions will be made as to the name,
creedal basis, organization and purpose
of the proposed international group.
Officers will be elected, a tentative con
stitution probably adopted, and plans
made for the next meeting which
may be held from two to five years
later.

The proposed International Council
will be set in sharp opposition to the
W orId Council of Churches, dominated
by Modernism, which meets in Am
sterdam a week later.

.Group Withdraws
from Ko,rea Seminary

AGROUP of about fifty students,
with one professor, have with

drawn from Korea Theological Semin
ary. In a letter under date of June 6th
the Rev. Bruce Hunt reports and com
ments on this development.

At the time Dr. Park joined the
Seminary staff last fall, a number of
students from Seoul came to the Korea
Seminary, and its enrollment jumped
to about 140. However, Dr. Park
himself and some of those who come
from Seoul have become dissatisfied
with the strict stand of those who
founded the Seminary. Some of the
complaints were that those at the Sem
inary were fighting from outside the
Presbyterian Church in Korea, trying
to form a new denomination, and that
they Were emphasizing the shrine issue
too much and offending many good
Christians thereby. In answer, though
the founders of the Seminary feel that
the church's present general assembly
is illegally constituted, having met with
out a quorum of its presbyteries being
represented, they do not agree that they
are "outside" the church. And they

Good Religion Wanted

TH E state or religious conviction and
commitment among present-day

college students is illuminated by a
rather careful study made recently at
Harvard and Radcliffe by three mem
bers of the Harvard department of so
cial relations, Gordon W. Allport,
James W. Gillespie, and Jacqueline
Young. The results have been publish
ed in The Journal of Psychology and
reprinted, under the title, "The Relig
ion of the Post-War College Student",
by the Hagen Foundation (400
Prospect Street, New Haven II, Conn.
15c).

A degree of caution in generalizing
these results is to be observed because
of the fact that they are based on a
study of only two related institutions
and on five hundred students all of
whom were members of a course en
titled Social and psychological founda
tions of behavior. It is possible that
only students of a certain interest in
this subject would pursue this course
and that there might be a correlation be
tween that field of interest and a par
ticular religious viewpoint which
would not hold good of the student
population in general.

With this caution in mind, it is well
to note some of the findings. The
study covered 414 men and 86 women
and included both veterans and non
veterans and both married and unmar
ried students.

The most useful information, in the

do not feel that the so-called general
assembly has really faced or cleared up
the Shrine issue.

Some of the students who left with
Dr. Park indicated that they were
not willing to take the strong stand
the Seminary has been taking on cer
tain issues. Others however claimed
that they wanted to carryon the fight
in Seoul right in the camp of the
"enemy".

This development has not affected
the stand or program of the Korea
Seminary, which is committed as it
was at the first to the service of Christ
and His church. Mr. Hunt continues
his teaching work there. Recently Dr.
Chisholm and Mr. Malsbary, mission
aries to Korea of the Independent
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis
sions, have been helping with some of
the teaching.

writer's judgment, may be summed up
as follows:

A genuine interest in religion is felt
by about 70% of the students, though
the proportion is somewhat greater
among women than among men.
However, in spite of this fact, only
about 25% of the men and 42% of the
women believe in the deity of Christ.

There is a constant shift toward a
position of greater doubt as to Biblical
teaching. Only about 50% of the
Protestants find the faith in which
they were reared satisfactory, while
nearly 85% of the Roman Catholics
do. One reason for the drift among
Protestants is plain ignorance. The
investigators say, "Even college stu
dents know next to nothing of the
rich field of theology" (p. 24).

A larger portion of students engage
in "religious practices" than have any
adequate base for such practices. There
are not more than 30% who feel that
any apparent conflict between science
and religion is insurmountable and
only about half of these are sure that
it cannot be reconciled.

The vital point of all of this, and
more that the full report contains, is
that there is actually a much greater
need and desire for religion among
students than is being met. One of
the major obstacles is ignorance of
theology. A large proportion of stu
dents want an adequate religion but
believe it is not being made available
to them at present. . P.W.
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Religious Schools in Buragar"
Taken Over by the Government

A TOTAL of 4,474 denominational
schools in Hungary passed into

the control of the Communist-domin
ated government as a result of legisla
tion adopted in June by the Hungar
ian parliament. The schools are of the
elementary level, and include 2,797
Roman Catholic, 1,097 Reformed and
579 Jewish or Greek Orthodox institu
tions. Some 650,000 children attend
these schools, comprising 61.5 per cent
of all Hungarian school cli'iidren. All
teachers automatically passed into state
employment and the salaries of the
teachers will be raised 20 per cent on
August 1.

The nationalization of Hungary's re
ligious schools has been a matter of
conflict and controversy ever since it
was first proposed. Chief opponents
have been the Catholics, who, of course,
have most to lose through the change.
Gatherings of the people in protest
against the action resulted in a number
of cases in riots, and there are reports
that a number of priests have been ar
rested and imprisoned for participation
in such riots.

On the day the government acted,
Cardinal Mindszenthy had ordered the
church bells to be tolled, and special
masses to be said. The National As
sociation of Lutheran Pastors also had
petitioned the government to abandon
the scheme "in order that the peace
of souls may be preserved."

One member of parliament who vio
lently opposed the action of the govern
was a nun, Sister Margit Schlachta. She
requested that the matter be referred
for approval to the United Nations.
And after the bill had been passed,
when parliament stood to sing the na
tional anthem, she refused to budge,
but remained "offensively seated". In
consequence she was suspended for
one year.

The Hungarian hierarchy later an-

nounced that it would continue to
work for the return of the schools to
church control. A pastoral letter con
taining this promise asserted that prior
to the national elections there had been
no indication in any party program
that the nationalization of the schools
was under consideration.

Meanwhile a government spokesman
asserted that the new textbooks to be
placed in the schools next fall would
contain "no single anti-religious word",
and would have as many religious
songs and stories as were .published
under pre-war government.

The Synod of the Hungarian Re
formed Church has ratified a prelim
inary agreement with the government.
This agreement approves the national
ization of the schools, with the under
standing that four leading colleges of
the church will be exempt from the
nationalization. It also calls for the
completion of church-state separation
in 20 years, with the churches gradual
ly becoming self-supporting during
that period.

Catholics Repudiate
Religious Tolerance

T HAT the Roman Catholic Church
does not believe in religious liberty,

and is not willing to grant freedom of
religion to non-Romanists where it has
control of the situation, has always
been true, regardless of occasional
statements to the contrary.

But recently this position has been
emphasized again, with special refer
ence to the country of Spain. Spain
is of course very largely Catholic in
its population. However the numerous
declarations against Protestants in that
country lead us to believe that Protest
ant propaganda is making more head
way than the Roman church would like

to admit. And just recently the official
journal of the Jesuit organization of the
Catholic church, dealing with the situa
tion in Spain, made the following
declaration (We quote it as published
in The Christian Century, June 23):

"The Roman Catholic Church, con
vinced, through its divine prerogatives,
of being the only true church, must
demand the right to freedom for her
self alone, because such a right can be
possessed only by truth, never by error.
As to other religions, the church will
certainly never draw the sword, but she
will require that by legitimate means
they shall not be allowed to propagate
false doctrine. Consequently in a state
where the majority of the people are
Catholic, the church will require that
legal existence be denied to error, and
that if religious minorities actually
exist, they shall have only a de facto
existence without opportunity to spread
their beliefs. If, however, actual cir-'
cumstances, either due to "government
hostility or the strength of the dissent
ing groups, makes the complete ap
plication of this principle impossible,
then the (Catholic) church will require
for herself all possible concessions,
limiting herself to accept, as a minor
evil, the de jure toleration of other
forms of worship. In some countries,
Catholics will be obliged to ask full
religious freedom for all, resigned at
being forced to cohabitate where they
alone should rightfully be allowed to
live. But in doing this the church does
not renounce her thesis, which remains
the most imperative of her laws, but
merely adapts herself to de facto con
ditions, which must be taken into ac
count in practical affairs. Hence arises
the great scandal among Protestants,
who tax the Catholics with refusing to
others freedom and even de jure tol
eration, in all places where they are in
the majority, while they lay claim to
it as a right when they are in a minor
ity ... We ask Protestants to under
stand that the Catholic church would
betray her trust if she were to proclaim,
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theoretically and practically, that error
can have the same rights as truth ... ".

Taking their cue from this declara
tion of the Jesuits, the Spanish Catholic
hierarchy in turn issued a statement
warning against the proselytizing activ
ity of non-catholics. Article 6 of a 1945
.Spanish law states that "The profession
and practice of the Catholic religion,
which is that of the Spanish state, will
have official protection. No one will
be molested for his religious beliefs, or
in the private practice of his religion.
No external ceremonies or manifesta
tions other than those of the Catholic
religion will be permitted." The Cath
olic statement pointed out that this
article does not grant liberty to non
catholic cults, especially to their con
ducting public worship or engaging in
evangelization. There are to be no
"external manifestations" of these cults.

The statement concludes with a
declaration of confidence that the mass
of Spanish Catholics will not be con
verted to Protestant persuasion. Such
a declaration, from the hierarchy, can
only be interpreted as indicating that
such conversions are taking place, and
to an extent that calls for official notice.
And then the statement expresses the
hope that eventually all "who recognize
Christ" will cease their attacks on the
Catholic church and will re-enter its
fold.

Declarations such as these are of real
interest, and especially so when leaders
of the current protestant ecumenical
movement speak of bringing Rome into
their orbit, and when it is reported
that Rome will have observers at the
World Council meeting in Amsterdam.
Rome will never join the World Coun
cil, but she would love to have the
World Council join her, on her own
terms.

Chair of Missions
at Calvin Seminary

T H E Synod of the Christian Re
formed Church at its recent meet

ing in Grand Rapids determined
among other matters, to establish a
Chair of Missions at Calvin Seminary,
and elected the Rev. Harry Boer, now
a missionary in Nigeria, to the new
position. Mr. Boer was formerly a
chaplain in the Marine Corps. It is
reported that Mr. Boer, who has been
on the mission field only about a year,

'will be permitted to finish out a short

term on the field, in preparation for
assuming the post.

Other decisions .of the Synod in
cluded the expansion of the denomina
tion's "Back to God" radio hour into a
coast to coast network, the opening of

. new mission fields and the sending of
additional missionaries to China and
Nigeria, and the approval of a $53,000
building program at its Indian mission
fields in New Mexico.

Although a number of minority
groups had recommended that the
church sever its connection with the
National Association of Evangelicals,
the Synod limited its action on that
score to appointing a special committee
to study more. throughly the whole
matter. Opposition to the NAE as ex
pressed on the floor was directed chief
1yagainst the "Arminianism and funda
mentalism" of that organization.

The Synod elected nine lay members
to the Board of Trustees of Calvin Col
lege, a new departure since previously
only ministers had been on the board.
A budget of $410,000 for the College
was approved.

Two other matters failed to receive
Synod's approval. One was a proposal
that ministers teaching Bible courses
in Christian schools lose their minister
ial status. The other was a recommen
dation for the establishment of a
church-controlled Junior college.

The Rev. Henry Baker of Chicago,
former home missions director, was
elected president of the Synod, succeed
ing the Rev. Emo VanHalsema of Pas
saic N. J.

Religious Education
Program Confused

T H E Supreme Court decision declar
ing unconstitutional the religious

education program in the Champaign,
Illinois schools has resulted only in con
fusion for the program throughout the
country. Reports are constantly being
received that some communities have
discontinued the local program, while
in other localities it is being maintain
ed. As an example the State Depart
ment of Education in North Carolina
reports that many of its schools are
continuing the program until there is
further clarification. However the
Burlington Ministerial Association, in
the same state, voted to discontinue
its Bible teaching in the public schools.
The reason given was that the clergy-

men did not want to be understood as
opposing the decision of the Supreme
Court, or as opposing the separation of
church and state. It seems generally to
be agreed that the religious instruction
classes in local communities have pub
lic support, though a few individuals
may here and there object. The
Supreme Court decision certainly does
not seem to represent the sentiment of
the people generally.

Reformed Presbyterians
Meet

T H E I25th meeting of the General
Synod of the Reformed Presbyter

ian Church was held in the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in Clay Center,
Kansas, May 14-20, 1948.

Meeting west of the Mississippi
River for the first time in its history,
the General Synod was opened with a
sermon by the retiring Moderator, Rev..
Charles F. Pfeiffer, pastor of the Fifth
Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Philadelphia. Following the sermon
the Court proceeded to the election of
the new Moderator. Rev. Samuel S.
Ward, pastor of the Coulterville Re
formed Presbyterian Church and pres
ident of the Board of Home Missions,
vas chosen.

A drive for a 10 per cent increase in
membership, and a 20 per cent increase
in missionary giving was the feature
of the meeting.

A General Secretary of Missions was
chosen to coordinate the work of the
Board of Home Missions and the For
eign Mission Board, with headquart
ers at Darlington, Beaver County, Pa.
"The whole Word for the whole
World" becomes the theme as the new
General Secretary, Mr. J. Wayne
Graham, an elder in the Fairview (Pa.)
Reformed Presbyterian Church endeav
ors to unify the mission program of
seeking the unsaved in the homeland
at Houston Mission in the mountains
of Kentucky, and at Los Angeles Mis
sion at z rst and Wall Sts., and abroad
in the United Province in India with
six native churches, and in Shanghai,
China, where work is being done in
preparation of teaching aids and litera
ture in the Phonetic in order that those
to whom the Word is a locked Book
may read and know of Jesus Christ,
Who alone can save. Mr. Graham was
formerly Executive Secretary of the
Board of Home Missions.
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New BAIlER
Publications

"TAKING HEED TO THE nocK"
A Manual on Family Visitation

By Dr. P. Y. De Jonq
Pastor, Alpine Avenue Christian Reformed

Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan
"The book is interesting reading, and

withal informative."-Prof. S. Volbeda,
in the Foreword.

Just Published! .•. $1.25

"MY SERMON NOTES ON OLD
TESTAMENT CHARACTERS"

By Rev. William P. Van Wyk
late Pastor, Eastern Avenue Christian

Reformed Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan
This new volume treats Moses, Abra

ham, Isaac, Jacob, and the twelve sons
of Jacob. Particularly vital and signifi
cant is the" succession of sermons on
.Jacob's prophecies concerning his sons.
The fulfillment of these prophecies is
skilfully traced throughout Israel's
tribal history.

Just Published! ... $1.75

REFORMED EVANGELISM
A Manual on Prlnciples and Methods

of Evangelization
This monumental work is .designed to

fill a long-felt need and desire to a com
prehensive manual on Reformed princi
ples and practices of evangelization.
Nothing like it has been available in
the English language up to the present
time.

CONTRffiUTORS:-
Prof. Louis Berkhof Mr. Albert Huisjen
Rev. Martin Monsma Mr. Thomas Afman
Rev. Dick H. Walters Mr. A. Vander V~Er
Rev. Arnold Brink Rev. C. M. SchooJland
Rev. Idzerd Van Dellen Mr. G.Oppenhuizen
Rev. W. Van Peursem Mr. John Vande Water
Dr. George Goris Miss G. Holkeboer
Miss Johanna Timmer Rev. J. K. Van Baaleri

Rev. Vincent C. Licatesi

Evangelistic workers be they full-time
or part-time, have felt lost without an
adequate manual and guide. Ministers
have long been asking for just such a
source book. Churches, Mission Boards
and societies, Bible Institutes and col
leges have been hampered because of a
dearth of literature on Reformed princi
ples and practices in evangelism. Every
Christian interested in witnessing for
his Lord will find this volume to be a
rich source of instruction and inspira
tion.

Just Published! ... $2.50

Baker Book House
GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICH.

Encouraging reports were heard
from the constituent boards and agen
cies of the denomination.

On Friday evening, May 21, Rev.
Robert Waldo Chesnut, Ph. D., was
guest of honor at an anniversary dinner
celebrating his attendance at 60 meet
ings of the General Synod. It is quite
unlikely that any minister in any de
nomination can boast of such a record
for attendance at the meeting of the
highest court of his church. Dr. Ches
nut, born near Morning Sun, Iowa, on
September r5, 1858, enjoys very good
health and says if he had a new pair
of feet and a wig he would be able to
preach regularly. Dr. Chesnut edited
and published the Reformed Presby
terian Advocate, the oflical publication
of the denomination, for 45 years. He
retired from that work in 1945 and
now does some supply preaching in
the Duanesburg, New York, Reformed
Presbyterian Church.

The General Synod accepted the in
vitation from the Fifth Reformed Pres
byterian Church of Philadelphia to
hold their 1949 meeting in the city of
brotherly love on May 19-23.

Welmers to
Gold Coast
D R. William E. Welmers, Orthodox

Presbyterian minister who has
been engaged in language work at the
American Lutheran Mission in Liberia,
has completed the work there and has
moved to the Gold Coast, British West
Africa.

In a letter recently distributed to
friends in this country Dr. Welmers
wrote:

"The language work in Kpelle is
almost finished now, and will be fin
ished the end of next week. The pro
duct of this work is primarily a lesson
course in spoken Kpelle for mission
aries, consisting of some 650 mimeo
graphed pages. That has kept me busy
for over sixty hours a week for almost
five months ...

"Besides all this, some work has been
done in the preparation of material for
a literacy campaign in Kpelle. The
writing of the languag~, had to be de
termined on first, and then elementary
lessons prepared. These are now being
put to use to a small extent at least,
with encouraging success. •

"Meanwhile the Lutheran service is
being used in Kpelle at all services here

now, and its use is spreading to other
areas. This involved a complete re
vision of the old translations of the
Lord's Prayer, the Apostles' Creed and
the Ten Commandments. On Easter
Sunday, for the first time in history,
the entire Communion service was
conducted in both English and Kpelle,
yours truly serving as interpreter. ...

"While we use Kpelle for most of
our daily conversational needs, we our
selves have not concentrated on de
veloping fluency in the language, but
primarily on producing the facilities
for others to acquire a fluent" mastery
of it. At the same time, I hope and
intend on Sunday, May 2, the night
before we leave Sanoyea, to preach in
Kpelle for my first, last, and only
time."

The W elmer's new address is PO
Box 142, Cape Coast, the Gold Coast,
British West· Africa.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
PAPERS

Edited by Orthodox Bible Teachers

Bible Lessons in Bible Order

Flannelgraph Pictures

Ask for Samples

CHRISTIAN REFORMED PUBLISHING HOUSE
Grand Rapids, Mich.

College Graduates
Christian education on all levels and
in all areas of knowledge will be
come a reality only when educated
Christians are united in the effort to
formulate the principles of true
Christian education. You may help
by applying for membership in:

The Inter·Collegiate Gospel Fellowship,
INCORPORATED

464 Pequot Avenue New London, Conn.
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