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A PLEA for PRAYER – October 5, 2013 - No. 129 
 
We would appreciate updates on the location of our military because of continued unit movements.   
 
Note: This list and plea will be updated and expanded as God gives information and grace. While this prayer plea is 
posted on the Internet, every effort is made to keep information appropriately private and with minimum information 
on mission, units and location.  All requests, news and update information should be sent to the editor at: 
Coie.1@opc.org 
 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). Let 
us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need (Hebrews 4:16). And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever (Isaiah 32:17). 
 
The request continues. Please pray for our OPC men and women, sons and daughters who are 
in harm's way, about to be in harm's way, and who support those in harm's way. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much (James 5:16b).  Pray without ceasing (I 
Thessalonians 5:17). 
 
The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe…The fear 
of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; but fools despise wisdom and instruction…The fear of 
the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
(Proverbs 29:25; 1:7; 9:10)  
 
Prayer Focus: Fear not the face of men; fear the Lord, put your faith in the Lord, and be 
faithful to the Lord in your prayers. 
 
Fear the Lord, and not Men:  Scripture clearly teaches us and those for whom we pray Whom 
to fear and whom not to fear, lest we fall into the trap of cowardice and fail to pray as we should.   
To fear the Lord means that we so revere the self-attesting God of the Bible, that we hold him in 
absolute awe and in complete reverence because He, our Triune Creator, has revealed Himself 
and redeemed us as freely and fully as we creatures can comprehend or receive by His grace 
through faith for our good and His glory in our Lord Jesus Christ.  This reverent response to 
God’s self-revelation and saving redemption has been the recorded practice of all the saints 
from Abraham, to Moses, to David, to Peter, and the Apostle John in the Book of the Revelation 
(Genesis 18; Exodus 3; Psalm 130; Luke 5; Revelation 1). 
 
Put Your Faith in the Lord, and not in Men:  Do we want for our churches, chaplains, 
warriors, and citizens to be safe? The Proverb writer tells us how we may be safe. “The fear of 
man bringeth a snare; but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe.”  Fear of God and 
fear of man are mutually exclusive alternatives. Do we want to be wise? Do we want to have 
understanding and knowledge of the Holy One? Then we must put our faith in the LORD and 
not in people. A metrical version of Psalm 146 (Trinity Hymnal revised, #57) says: “Put no 
confidence in princes, not for help on man depend; he shall die, to dust returning, and his 
purposes shall end. Happy is the man that chooses Jacob’s God to be his aid; he is blessed 
whose hope of blessing on the Lord his God is stayed.” 
 
Fear of what people will think of us say about us, or do to us is one of the greatest hindrances to 
effectual fervent prayer on behalf of those in harm’s way for the defense of our nation and its 
warriors. Our chaplains are sometimes chided and challenged by their superiors and peers for 
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their public prayers in Jesus’ Name. But our Lord Jesus has clearly taught us, “And whatsoever 
ye [that is, all of you] shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son… Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my name; ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may 
be full.” (John 14:13; 16:24, KJV)  
 
Be Faithful to the Lord, and not merely to men: The apostle Paul exhorts his readers not to 
be fearful but rather to be faithful in at least two places: 
“Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as 
menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God. And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the 
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. 
 
 “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the 
putting on of my hands. For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind.”  2 Timothy 1:6-7 (KJV) 
 
The Lord Jesus has plainly taught that a day is coming, and in God’s time, soon will be here, 
when there are many who will suffer the horrific never-ending fear of Him who is able to cast 
both body and soul into hell (Matthew 10:28). The Lamb of God, revealed in the infinite purity of 
his righteous wrath and retribution against all sin and wrong, who is of purer eyes than to behold 
wrong, and cannot look on iniquity, will be eternally feared by those who say to the mountains 
and rocks, “Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?” 
(Revelation 6:16-17)  
 
A metrical version of the second Psalm therefore concludes: 
“Therefore kings, be wise, give ear; 
Hearken judges of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with godly fear 
And with trembling mix our mirth. 
Kiss His Son, His wrath to turn, 
Lest we perish in the way; 
For His anger soon will burn, 
Blest are all who on Him stay.” 
 
The writer of Ecclesiastes sums up the matter this way: “This is the end of the matter: Fear God, 
and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed 
into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). 
 
Please pray for our valiant men of war to call out to God continually for strength to enable 
victory over the enemy and that they will continue to be well equipped for battle.  And please 
pray that our nation will be led by humble leaders who call on the name of the Lord and rule 
righteously that we might have peace.  Please pray that God will shew himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Pray that they will fear only God and not man 
and be of a good courage.  Pray that they will be bold as a lion and that the wicked will flee. 
(Prov. 28:1) 
 
Pray as we battle forces both foreign and domestic in our long war; plead with our God to make 
a way of escape and that in doing so, God will restore us as a nation to His righteousness.  Pray 
for the gracious and needed gift from God of genuine national repentance; especially from the 
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iniquities of abortion, supporting homosexuality, the widespread disregard of the fourth 
commandment and rejection of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
Continue to pray that we will recognize the true nature of the enemy.  Be not weary in hoping, 
praying and waiting to see the salvation of our great God whose new mercies come every 
morning!  Pray that the Gospel may continue to have free expression.  Pray that the culture of 
death will be defeated and that our nation will stand united and will endure in the defense of 
freedom.  Please continue to pray for the spouses, children, parents and siblings of our warriors. 
Pray for the families of the fallen and for the wounded that they may all endure and come to rest 
and trust in Christ.  May they defend our nation's liberties as guaranteed by our Constitution 
with stalwart hearts and minds! 
 
May we be “animated to pray by the certain hope of obtaining our requests.” Calvin 
 
We have lives precious to us in harm’s way: Andrew (two), Bowe, Brett, Bryan, Chris, 
Christopher, Daniel, David (two), Doug, Douglas, Gabriel, Isaac, Jack, Jim, John, Nathan, 
Nicolas, Noah, Paul (two), Phil, Rachel, Ray, Reservist R, Robert (two), Scott, Sebastian, 
Stephen (three), and Timothy.  New deployments shown in bold.  Please pray for the three 
chaplains deployed in harm’s way: Phil Holstein, David DeRienzo and Stephen Roberts.  
 
• From his family – After information that was private was posted online, prisoner of war Army 
SGT Bowe Bergdahl’s family released the following statement: "Through the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, we recently (1st quarter 2013) received a letter we’re confident 
was written to us by our son Bowe.  Our family is greatly relieved and encouraged by this letter, 
which gives us hope that Bowe is doing as well as can be expected under the circumstances.  
We thank the ICRC for all their assistance and support over these past four years.  We want to 
also thank the many individuals, private groups and agencies who are working to support us 
and bring Bowe home. We hope Bowe’s captors will again consider his parents’ plea to release 
him, but in the meantime, we ask that you please continue to keep him in good health and allow 
him to keep corresponding with us.” [Bowe has been a prisoner of war since June 30, 2009.]  
 
• [09/19/13] - My son, CW2 Nathan B. USA, is routinely in harm’s way which he refers to as 
being “down range”.  As his father I am requesting prayer for his safety along with his fellow 
soldiers in arms, and for their victory in battle along with their safe return home. Pray also that 
Nathan and all who serve would put his whole trust in the Lord Jesus Christ and that all his and 
their actions would be honoring to the Lord. May our gracious God bring all these valiant 
warriors safely home to their families!  
 
• [9/15/13| - Thank you for serving our troops this way. To update your list, SGT Michael 
Belliveau has been honorably discharged from the Army.  In Christ, Rick Belliveau  [Thank you 
Michael for your service and may God bless you in new labors to honor the King!] 
 
• [9/23/13] - My son PVT Matthew L. (USMC) is in Marine Combat Training... where he will train 
for the next five weeks before his specialized Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) training.  It 
would be a great blessing to our family if you would add Matt to the list.  We (including Matt) are 
members of [an] OPC in ...  So many have been lifting us up in prayer.  Your list looks like a 
great opportunity for us to do the same for others.  Could you also add us to your mailing list?  
[Glad to do both!] 
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• [10/04/13] – From Sharon Dillard, wife of OPC pastor Dan who is a pastor to some of our 
warriors - On August 29th, Pastor Dan Dillard of Grace Reformed Presbyterian Church in Bend 
Oregon, was riding his motorcycle home from work, and was hit [broadside] by a car.  Pastor 
Dillard's handlebars slammed into his lower stomach and he was thrown across the car onto the 
pavement.  He suffered numerous injuries including a shattered pelvis and a torn aorta.  In 
God's tender mercies, the aorta didn't bleed out and God held it together until it could be 
repaired.  Dr. Nelson performed a cardiac cauterization on Pastor Dan, so that the doctors didn't 
have to break the chest bone.  This was the first time this procedure was performed at St. 
Charles Hospital.  Praise the Lord for Dr. Nelson [who providentially arrived in Bend in July]!  Dr. 
Hinz, the orthopedic surgeon stabilized the pelvis by attaching an external fixator to his hip 
bones, and put screws in the back of the pelvis.  Pastor Dan will have to wear this external 
fixator for 12-16 weeks.      
We are depending on our Great Physician to mend Dan's shattered pelvis.  There is nothing 
else the doctors are going to do to the pelvis right now.  Later on they may do bone grafts on the 
pelvis.  Pastor Dan was in the ICU for 4 weeks.  He is now in room 344 on the 
neurology/orthodontics floor.  Please pray for God to heal Dan and to comfort Him as he waits 
on the Lord.  The journey is long, but God's grace is sufficient.  Please pray for Sharon, Dan's 
wife, as she is using this opportunity to be a missionary at St. Charles Hospital, and to the 
community.  Please pray for their beloved 7 year old son Joseph, who misses his daddy.  You 
may follow Dan's healing progress on caringbridge.org.  [And from that journal this recent entry 
– “So, remember that post a few weeks ago about the staph and VRE infections that had taken 
over Dan's body and how the doctors said it was out of their hands and there was nothing 
humanly possible they could do??? Well, today, the doctors confirmed that BOTH infections are 
COMPLETELY GONE!!!”] All praise be to God, the Great and Wonderful Physician! Thank you 
for your prayers. 

• The revision of DADT presents difficulties for many Christians, both those serving in line 
positions and those serving as chaplains.  Therefore we urge you to pray: 
1.  For all who serve in our military who name the name of Christ, 
2.  For all Christian chaplains who serve not only the military but also their churches under 
creedal statements of faith and belief, 
3.  That the implementation of this legislation will be just and righteous, 
4.  That the heretofore moral standards of our military will not be severely denigrated by those of 
good moral character leaving this godly calling, 
5.  That the Committee and Commission will have wisdom in order to protect those who serve.  
Praise God that the Commission has adopted additional protections for our chaplains.  Please 
pray that God will grant a powerful and sustained protection for our chaplains from this revision. 
6.  That our military by serving in one of the last bastions of the defense of freedom, will not be 
diminished or perish, 
7.  That this trial will not also in time descend on the pulpits of our land. 
 
 
Chaplains’ Reports: 
With all of our military might, the greatest weapon we have in the long war against Islamic 
terrorists is the Sword of the Spirit utilized in the proclamation of the Gospel and empowered by 
the sovereign Lord of evangelism.  The church wields this weapon best when the expectant 
prayers of His people accompany it. Pray the Lord of the harvest for the success of the Gospel 
and for more laborers for the harvest, specifically for more chaplains.  Plead for a corps of 
reformed chaplains sufficient to fill every available opening and sufficient to minister to all of our 
own deployed warriors.  Great petitions to Him bring! 
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Ch Capt C. Phillip (Phil) Hollstein III, USAF, Deployed (Presbytery of Southern California) 
I am winding down my tour at [an] Air Field, Afghanistan.  This has been a time of immense 
growing for me, both personally and professionally.  Thankfully, there were not that many 
difficulties with this tour, as people's morale was generally high (they were busy!).  I was able to 
spend some good time on the flight line with pilots and maintainers, and also lead worship 
almost every Sunday for our combat search and rescue Airmen.  As I turn over the ministry here 
to my replacement, I am looking forward to transitioning home and reuniting with family.  
PRAYER REQUESTS: Please pray for a good transition, and that our time together would be 
blessed. 
E-Mail: charles.hollstein@dm.af.mil 
 
LCDR John Carter, CHC, USN, Command Chaplain at Naval Station Everett, Everett, WA   
(Presbytery of Southern California) My orders have been modified.  I will no longer transfer in 
August.  Due to a pending gap here, I've been extended at NAVSTA Everett until November.  I 
still plan to report to 2nd MLG at Camp Lejeune and deploy shortly thereafter with the 22nd 
MEU.  PRAYER REQUESTS: Because the plan is to deploy immediately upon arrival in North 
Carolina, I expect to leave my family here in the Seattle area where they are settled.  After we 
return from the deployment, I plan to come back here and move my family to Camp Lejeune.  
That transition should take place sometime next the summer.  Please pray for all of these 
“plans” to go well for our family and my ministry. 
E-Mail: john.a.carter1@navy.mil 
 
CH (CPT) Kyle Brown, USA, HHD, 302nd SIG BN , Fort Detrick, MD   (Presbytery of Ohio) 
In the fall I requested a one year extension in this assignment, which had been initially granted 
as long as it complied with the needs of the Army and the Chaplain Corps.  The Chaplains 
Personnel Conference met in late June of this year, after which I received a phone call.  Well, 
the needs of the Army and the needs of the Chaplain Corps superseded my request and they 
put me on assignment to Hawaii with a 16 SEP 2013 report date.  The Hawaii bit threw us for 
loop with the idea of living in Hawaii, but it also helped confirm the decision for our family to get 
out. It would be too expensive to juggle the cost of living in Hawaii as well as the uncertainty of 
renting out our house & farm in PA...and all by mid-August!  And in the end, we would be right 
back to square one of getting out in 3 years.  So, as Laurel put it, "Hawaii is enticing, but we 
made our decision when we bought the house."  I am going to put in to accession to either the 
Reserves or the Guard and explore the diversity of ministry in the Reserves.  Laurel and I have 
essentially lived an itinerate life our whole marriage and have come to a place where we want to 
"get off the treadmill" and raise our family.  A lot of prayer is needed and a lot of prayer is 
happening. PRAYER REQUESTS: Please pray that the Lord of the Harvest will continue to 
water the Gospel seeds that have been sown over the past 6+ years; pray that He would open 
our eyes to new ministry opportunities in our community beyond what has already been 
revealed; pray that no matter what the Brown family would abide in His love and bring honor 
and glory to our Savior.  Thank you all for your love and your prayers in the past as well as 
those for our future! 
E-Mail: kyle.n.brown.mil@mail.mil 
 
CH (1LT) David DeRienzo, Maine National Guard, Gardiner, ME   (Presbytery of New York 
and New England) I am a federally recognized Chaplain now, serving with the Maine Army 
National Guard.  My unit is preparing for deployment to Afghanistan this fall in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom.  I am excited about having this extended opportunity to proclaim 
and apply the Gospel to my Soldiers.  It will be a challenging mission but we have some great 
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leadership. PRAYER REQUESTS: Please pray for the safety and spiritual enrichment of the 
brave men and women of the 133rd Engineer Battalion.  Please also be in prayer for our 
families who will face many struggles in our absence.   
E-Mail: david.m.derienzo.mil@mail.mil 
 
 
Pray that President Barack H. Obama, will guide us as a nation in righteousness that is 
according to God’s Word, and that he will be just, ruling in the fear of God (II Sam 23:3b).  Pray 
for those who lead our warriors, from those in the cabinet to the NCO in the field, particularly for 
all those who name the Name of Christ. 
 
Pray for those who serve us, that their courage, strength and wisdom will not waver or 
fail, that their actions will be swift, victorious and bold as a lion (Proverbs 28:1), that God 
will grant them safety and bring them home to their families.  Pray for their wives and 
families, that as they are without their loved ones, they may endure and support them.  
Pray that we will minister to the families in the stead of those who serve.  Pray for their 
testimony to the lost.  Please pray both publicly and privately.  
 
Pray that our chaplains will be bold in the ministry of the Word – that precious Word that not 
only tells how we can have life eternal, but also instructs how we are to live!  Pray for all our 
members who serve, that the light of the Gospel will burn brightly in their lives. 
 
In His hands, Robert M. Coie, for the OPC Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel, with 
monthly Prayer Focus by COL Christopher H. Wisdom, USA. 


