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A Plea for Prayer – January, 2015 – No. 144 
 
We would appreciate updates on the location of our military because of continued unit 
movements.   
 
Note: This list and plea will be updated and expanded as God gives information and grace. 
While this prayer plea is posted on the Internet, every effort is made to keep information 
appropriately private and with minimum information on mission, units and location.  All requests, 
news and update information should be sent to the editor at: Coie.1@opc.org 
 
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). Let 
us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need (Hebrews 4:16). And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assurance for ever (Isaiah 32:17). 
 
The request continues. Please pray for our OPC men and women, sons and daughters who are 
in harm's way, about to be in harm's way, and who support those in harm's way. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much (James 5:16b).  Pray without ceasing  
(I Thessalonians 5:17). 
 
A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall attain unto 
wise counsels: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy 
is understanding. (Proverbs 1:5; 9:10)  Please also read 2 Timothy 1-14. 
 
 
Prayer Focus 
 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come.  (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

You are a New Creation – As we enter the New Year it is good to reflect on our “newness” in 
Christ.  What does it mean to be a “new creation”? In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul shares many 
encouraging truths about our life in Christ:  1) God has already made our eternal house, in 
heaven (v1); 2) He has given us his Spirit as a guarantee (v5); 3) We can walk by faith and not 
by sight, in the Spirit (v7); 4) We no longer live for ourselves, but for Christ (v15). In the middle 
of all these encouraging words, Paul announces, “the new has come”; in Christ, we are “a new 
creation” (v17).  

This creative work, like the rest of God’s handiwork, takes place entirely outside of us. It is a 
work of God in our lives – he is the one who reconciled us to himself. And, ultimately, it is a work 
beyond our full comprehension. At times we may think we are really the same creation we were 
before coming to Christ. We may even have the same personality traits and struggle with the 
same sinful tendencies we had in the “old man”. But that isn’t Paul’s focus in reminding us of our 
“newness”.  

Regardless of our struggles, how we feel or what we think about ourselves, we do know this 
now:  God “made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God “(v21). Through Christ’s death, burial, resurrection and glorification, we 
are clothed in his righteousness. And it is this clothing of righteousness that makes us new 
creations, in Christ. Clothed now in Christ’s righteousness we have a great calling:  the ministry 
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of reconciliation as ambassadors of Christ (v18-20). God has equipped us, through his Son and 
by his Spirit, to fulfill this great calling.  

As you make your plans and resolutions for 2015, consider how blessed you are to be a new 
creation in Christ, seek his face and shine forth the gospel of peace and reconciliation with 
God. “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:19) 

* * * * 
 

Please pray for our valiant men of war to call out to God continually for strength to enable 
victory over the enemy and that they will continue to be well equipped for battle.  And please 
pray that our nation will be led by humble leaders who call on the name of the Lord and rule 
righteously that we might have peace.  Please pray that God will show himself strong in the 
behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. Pray that they will fear only God and not man 
and be of a good courage.  Pray that they will be bold as a lion and that the wicked will flee. 
(Prov. 28:1) 
 
Pray as we battle forces both foreign and domestic in our long war; plead with our God to make 
a way of escape from defeat, from losing heart in the battle and that in doing so, God will restore 
us as a nation to His righteousness.  Pray for the gracious and needed gift from God of genuine 
national repentance; especially from the iniquities of abortion, supporting homosexuality, the 
widespread disregard of the fourth commandment and rejection of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 
Continue to pray that we will recognize the true nature of the enemy.  Be not weary in hoping, 
praying and waiting to see the salvation of our great God whose new mercies come every 
morning!  Pray that the Gospel may continue to have free expression.  Pray that the culture of 
death will be defeated and that our nation will stand united and will endure in the defense of 
freedom.  Please continue to pray for the spouses, children, parents and siblings of our warriors. 
Pray for the families of the fallen and for the wounded that they may all endure and come to rest 
and trust in Christ.  May they defend our nation's liberties as guaranteed by our Constitution 
with stalwart hearts and minds! 
 
May we be “animated to pray by the certain hope of obtaining our requests.” Calvin 
 
We have lives precious to us in harm’s way: Andrew (two), Brett, Bryan, Chris, Christopher, 
Daniel, David (two), Doug, Douglas, Gabriel, Isaac, Jack, Jim, John, Nicolas, Noah, Paul (two), 
Rachel, Ray, Richard, Robert (two), Samuel, Scott, Sebastian, Stephen (two), and Timothy.  
New deployments are shown in bold.   
 
• From his dad - Thank you for the Plea for Prayer lists.  I would like to update Albert V.’s 

situation.  He is now a Staff Sergeant.  Also his left arm, which was wounded in Afghanistan, 
is now about 80% of normal for which we are very thankful.  He continues to serve in the… 
National Guard. 

• From his dad – Please add Samuel to the list of those deployed in harm’s way.  He is 
currently on a long term combat deployment. 

• Due to his continuing medical problems, our beloved brother, Chaplain Bryan Weaver, 
recently requested resignation from our Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel, 
which was granted with heavy hearts.  Please continue often to remember Bryan and his 
family in prayer, especially for God's comfort and Bryan's complete and soon healing. 
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• With real sadness we also note that another member of the CCMP is now facing an 
unexpected trial. Specifically Chaplain Cornelius Johnson was passed over for promotion to 
Major.  Given present Air Force policy about failure to promote, this places Cornelius in the 
position of having to make some difficult decisions about how best to respond.  Please be 
diligent to pray not only that our Redeemer will grand him wise decision making, but also for 
Christ's tender shepherding of this dear family. 

The revision of DADT presents difficulties for many Christians, both those serving in line 
positions and those serving as chaplains.  Therefore we urge you to pray: 
1.   For all who serve in our military who name the name of Christ, 
2.   For all Christian chaplains who serve not only the military but also their churches under 
creedal statements of faith and belief, 
3.   That the implementation of this legislation will be just and righteous, 
4.   That the heretofore moral standards of our military will not be severely denigrated by those 
of good moral character leaving this godly calling, 
5.   That the Committee and Commission will have wisdom in order to protect those who serve.  
Praise God that the Commission has adopted additional protections for our chaplains.  Please 
pray that God will grant a powerful and sustained protection for our chaplains from this revision. 
6.   That our military, which has taken an oath defend the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies foreign and domestic, will not be diminished or perish, 
7.   That this trial will not also in time descend on the pulpits of our land. 
 
 
Chaplains’ Reports: 
 
CAPT Bryan Weaver, CHC, USN, Assistant Chief of Staff, Religious Ministries, Paris 
Island, SC   (Presbytery of Central Pennsylvania)  
Bryan had a successful second brain surgery on 29 September at the Medical University of 
South Carolina (MUSC) located in Charleston. The Weavers give much thanks to their Heavenly 
Father.  Psalm 23 and the Lord's Prayer have been a great comfort to Chaplain Weaver.  
PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please continue to pray for his complete healing as he now enters a 
period of ongoing care and evaluation by his medical team over the next several months since 
the tumor was diagnosed as cancerous. Please pray for his dear wife, Shelly, as she continues 
to be his primary caregiver and constant companion and also pray for his three sons, Grant, 
Kurt, and Trent. As you pray for healing, also pray for a lessening of pain and for necessary 
healing sleep. Should you like to contact them, these circumstances make it best to write them 
(cards welcome) at their home located on Marine Corps Air Station at 81 Bay Circle, Beaufort, 
SC  29906. Chaplain Weaver is truly grateful for the support of the Navy-Marine Corps Team as 
well as that of the OPC and PCA. He is grateful for the Christian love and prayers of his local 
PCA church in Beaufort, SC, First Scots Presbyterian Church, and for their pastor, Rev. Alex 
Mark, as he provides support and care to his wife and family.  He is also grateful for the prayers 
of the pastors and members in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARPC) and those 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of the North America (RPCNA) (Bryan graduated from the 
Reformed Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Pittsburgh, PA in 1983).  He is preparing to 
start chemotherapy and radiation in the near future. The treatment plan is 6 weeks long. His 
treatments will be done together at the Keyserling Cancer Center, Beaufort Memorial Hospital, 
Beaufort SC, a Duke Medicine affiliate cancer center. Please continue to pray for the Weavers. 
EMAIL: bryan.j.weaver1@usmc.mil 
 
Ch Capt Cornelius Johnson, USAF, MacDill AFB, Tampa, FL (Presbytery of New Jersey)  
We are in the process of planning a Clergy Appreciation Day in the city of Tampa/St Petersburg 
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in the month of February. Our hope is to send out 500 invitations to local pastors and church 
workers. This will be a great time for the local parish pastors to better understand what it means 
to be a military Chaplain. We are also hoping that this will be a means for pastors to consider 
the calling to become a Chaplain.  
PRAYER REQUESTS:  Please pray for God to prosper our efforts and remember to keep my 
wife and son in your prayers as well. 
EMAIL: cornelius.johnson@us.af.mil 
 
 
Pray that President Barack H. Obama, will guide us as a nation in righteousness that is 
according to God’s Word, and that he will be just, ruling in the fear of God (II Sam 23:3b).  Pray 
for those who lead our warriors, from those in the cabinet to the NCO in the field, particularly for 
all those who name the Name of Christ. 
 
Pray for those who serve us, that their courage, strength and wisdom will not waver or fail, that 
their actions will be swift, victorious and bold as a lion (Proverbs 28:1), that God will grant them 
safety and bring them home to their families.  Pray for their wives and families, that as they are 
without their loved ones, they may endure and support them.  Pray that we will minister to the 
families in the stead of those who serve.  Pray for their testimony to the lost.  Please pray both 
publicly and privately.  
 
Pray that our chaplains will be bold in the ministry of the Word – that precious Word that not 
only tells how we can have life eternal, but also instructs how we are to live!  Pray for all our 
members who serve, that the light of the Gospel will burn brightly in their lives. 
 
In His hands, Robert M. Coie, for the OPC Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel with 
the Prayer Focus by CAPT Michael W. Jennings, USN, Ret.. 


