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Although the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) traces her roots back to the Protestant Reformation, her official formation was on June 11, 1936. The constituting members of the new church were following the lead of Princeton Seminary theologian J. Gresham Machen. 

Machen had led the fight within the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (PCUSA) to preserve the cause of historic Christianity against theological modernism and its denial of biblical supernaturalism and the historical person and work of Jesus Christ. When the PCUSA’s Board of Foreign Missions refused to take action against missionaries who admittedly held to modernist beliefs, Machen and others established the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions to support and send out Christ-affirming, Bible-believing Presbyterian missionaries. The 1934 PCUSA General Assembly declared that the Independent Board was unconstitutional and that  anyone connected with it would be subject to discipline. Machen was tried and found guilty by his Presbytery. When his appeal was denied at the 1936 PCUSA General Assembly, he was deposed from office. 

Soon thereafter, Machen and his supporters determined that the God-honoring thing to do was to form a new church that would continue the true spiritual succession of the Presbyterian Church. With the birth of the new church, Machen exclaimed, “We became members, at last, of a true Presbyterian Church; we recovered, at last, the blessing of true Christian fellowship. What a joyous moment it was! How the long years of struggle seemed to sink into nothingness compared with the peace and joy that filled our hearts!”

Machen eagerly threw himself into service for the new church. However, during a preaching tour to the Dakotas to encourage new congregations, he became ill with pneumonia and died on January 1, 1937. 



2. Identity

Formed in the face of controversy over theological modernism and having experienced the sudden death of its leader, the new church also faced internal struggles at its beginning. Some thought that, in addition to standing against theological modernism, the church should emphasize the American fundamentalist tenets of premillennial dispensationalism and total abstinence from alcoholic beverages. The church determined, however, that dispensationalism, with its fracturing of the covenant of grace, was out of accord with the teaching of Scripture. It also concluded that the Bible teaches that drunkenness is sinful, not the moderate use of alcohol. 

Many who favored dispensationalism and total abstinence consequently left the church in 1937. Although saddened that brethren had departed over these matters, there was no question that the Word of God was going to be the sole arbiter in matters of faith and practice. 

Membership was small even before the division, but many believed what Machen had argued: that the power of a body is not in proportion to its numerical strength, but in the atoning blood of Christ and in the uncompromising supernaturalism of the New Testament, the very things the old church had left behind. 

The realignment also established that the new church would not be defined solely by American Presbyterianism. Ministerial leaders included men from Dutch Reformed (Cornelius Van Til, R. B. Kuiper, Ned B. Stonehouse, J. J. DeWaard) and Scottish and Irish Presbyterian (John Murray, Alexander Davison) heritages, in addition to those representing the American Old School Presbyterian tradition (Robert Marsden, Everett DeVelde, Paul Woolley, Edward J. Young). (Pictured below are Murray, Woolley, Van Til, Kuiper, and Young enjoying a lighter moment.)
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After Machen’s death and the early struggles of the church, these men and others provided a steady hand as the OPC began to grow and expand. The opportunity to preach the gospel and uphold the Reformed faith, which had been denied in the PCUSA, created great excitement in the new church.



3. Name

Immediately after the new church’s founding, the PCUSA sued the young church in the Court of Common Pleas in Philadelphia over the name it had chosen, “the Presbyterian Church of America.” The plaintiff church argued that it was the largest Presbyterian church in America and that this new body would gain members from it through the similarity of the name. The defendant church responded that the PCUSA did not have sole right to the name “Presbyterian” and that the Constitution of the United States guaranteed every church in America the right to proselytize. 

In June 1938, the Court decided in favor of the PCUSA. The young church gave notice of appeal to the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, but simply did not have the money to continue the legal battle. The estimated cost to continue the legal fight was $800, which was sizable, given that the new church had $884.93 in its combined Home and Foreign Missions bank accounts.
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An assembly was quickly called in February 1939 for the purpose of choosing a new name for the church. After much deliberation, the name “Orthodox Presbyterian Church” was chosen. In regard to its beliefs and practices, the church would be “orthodox,” that is, it would follow the straight teaching of Scripture in all of life. It would also be Presbyterian in its theology and rule of government. 



4. Development

Despite its humble beginnings, the new church was marked by enthusiasm for the gospel and a steadfast devotion to its Savior. In his sermon that opened the Second General Assembly in November 1936, Machen proclaimed that while the new church was “a real part of the Church of God,” it was also a “little company of weak and sinful folk.” The message was clear: the strength of the new church would be found in its Savior, Jesus Christ, and not in itself. 

Now many decades later, the OPC is still a weak and marginal church in the world’s eyes. It does not have that which the world esteems—great numbers, political influence, and financial assets. In its best moments, the desire of the OPC has not been to impress the world, but faithfully to serve its Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Plainly put, the OPC has put its hope in the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—and he has blessed the OPC in its pilgrimage with heavenly treasure that far transcends any earthly riches. 

What follows in the pages of this booklet is a primer about the OPC’s doctrine, life, and ministries. The booklet does not claim to be exhaustive or definitive. Rather, its purpose is to introduce the OPC to those who are unfamiliar with it and would like to get to know it better. The OPC is not the “Only Perfect Church.” Rather, it is an expression of the church of Jesus Christ that seeks to be faithful to him and to his Word. If you are looking for such a church, one that seeks to glorify God and enjoy him at all times, we invite you to visit a local Orthodox Presbyterian congregation.
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Doctrine



1. Scripture

A Bible-believing Presbyterian church, the OPC confesses that the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, the only rule of faith and life.  



2. Confession of Faith and Catechisms
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At the time of its birth, the OPC adopted the original American edition (1789) of the Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger Catechism, and the Shorter Catechism, which present the basic teachings of the Bible. The Confession and Catechisms are the church’s secondary standards in that they are subordinate to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. All OPC church officers—ministers, ruling elders, and deacons—are required to receive and adopt the Confession and Catechisms as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Bible.



3. Book of Church Order

The Book of Church Order contains the Form of Government, the Book of Discipline, and the Directory for the Public Worship of God. These documents, which are consistent with the teachings of Scripture, regulate the government, discipline, and worship of the OPC, and all church officers must receive and approve them. 

 

4. System of Doctrine

Here is a brief summary of some of the major points of the OPC’s system of doctrine, which is also called the Reformed faith or Calvinism:

a. Doctrine of Scripture

The Word of God, which consists of the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy God. Inspired by God, the Bible is entirely trustworthy and without error, and its teachings are to be believed and obeyed. 

b. Doctrine of God

God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. The one true God is personal, yet beyond our comprehension. He is completely self-sufficient and unbounded by space or time. In the unity of the Godhead there are three “persons”: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.

c. Doctrine of Creation

God created the heavens and the earth, and all they contain out of nothing, by the word of his power, in the space of six days, and all very good. After God had made all other creatures, he created man, male and female, after his own image. 

d. Doctrine of Sin

Sin is any lack of conformity unto, or transgression of, the law of God. Because of the sin of the first man (Adam), all mankind is corrupt by nature, dead in sin, and subject to the wrath of God. 

e. Doctrine of Salvation

By a covenant of grace, God has established that sinners may receive forgiveness and eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ. Faith in Christ has always been the only way of salvation for fallen sinners. 

f. Doctrine of Christ

Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking to himself a true body and a reasoning soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary and born of her, yet without sin. He lived a sinless life and died on a cross, bearing the sins of his people and received God’s wrath for them. He rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, where he sits as Lord and rules over his kingdom. He will return to judge the living and the dead, bringing his people with glorious, resurrected bodies into eternal life, and consigning the wicked to eternal punishment.

g. Doctrine of Justification

Justification is an act of God’s free grace, whereby he pardons all our sins, and accepts us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone. 

h. Doctrine of Adoption

Adoption is an act of God’s free grace, whereby we are received into the number, and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons of God. 

i. Doctrine of Sanctification

Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace, whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin, and live unto righteousness. 

j. Doctrine of the Sacraments

A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ, wherein by sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new covenant, are represented, sealed, and applied to believers. There are two sacraments in the New Testament, baptism and the Lord’s Supper. 



5. The Church

The OPC, as a branch of the true church, acknowledges Jesus Christ as the sole head of the church, which is his body. The OPC also believes that Christ has established his church to gather and perfect his people by the ministry of the Word and the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. OPC congregations gather on the Lord’s Day to worship the triune God by hearing the Word read and preached, praying, singing psalms and hymns, and receiving the sacraments.



6. The Local Church

a. The Local Church and Its Members
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Members are received into a local OPC congregation on the basis of their credible profession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ before the session. They are required to acknowledge that the Bible is the Word of God and contains the perfect and only true doctrine of salvation. They must also accept instruction in doctrine and life.

Communicant members are believers who have been baptized and who have professed their faith in Christ before the session. As communicant members, they are admitted to the Lord’s Supper and have voting rights within the congregation. Their baptized children are received as noncommunicant members of the congregation. Noncommunicant members do not partake of the Lord’s Supper or exercise voting rights within the congregation. 

b. The Local Church and Its Session

Each congregation is governed by a session, which is made up of one or more ministers and two or more ruling elders. The session endeavors to see that the Word of God is faithfully preached in the church, that the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper are properly administered, and that spiritual care and discipline is lovingly and effectively provided. Session members also regularly visit members to encourage them in the faith, to know how to serve and pray for them, and also, when necessary, to help them turn from sin.
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Deacons are officers elected by congregations to oversee ministries of mercy and love. However, deacons do not exercise spiritual oversight with the ministers and elders on the session. 

According to the clear teaching of Scripture, all officers must be men. Under the oversight of the session, nonordained individuals may serve on committees that involve important aspects of congregational life.

c. The Local Church and Its Property and Trustees

Congregations are entitled to hold and own their own property. Congregations may withdraw from the OPC by the affirmative vote of two successive meetings of the congregation, if they first notify the presbytery and allow the presbytery an opportunity to dissuade them from withdrawing. 

Congregations may also choose to incorporate and elect trustees. However, trustees are not ordained and have no ruling authority in the congregation.



7. The Regional Church and Its Presbytery

The congregations of the OPC are organized into regional churches, each with a governing body called a presbytery. A presbytery is made up of the ministers within its geographical bounds and the commissioned ruling elders representing the churches within its bounds. It has the power to order whatever pertains to the spiritual welfare of the churches under its care, while respecting the liberties guaranteed to those churches. It also has the power to organize and receive congregations, or at the request of the people to unite or dissolve congregations. 

A presbytery examines, licenses, and ordains ministerial candidates, and continues to oversee ministers after their ordination. It uses the combined resources of its churches to spread the gospel in its region through evangelism and church planting. It conducts youth ministries for the churches, handles larger diaconal needs, and provides support for missionaries. It also has the power to resolve questions of doctrine or discipline that arise from the sessions of local churches.

The seventeen presbyteries of the OPC are:

• The Presbytery of Central Pennsylvania (PA [between and including Potter, Clinton, Centre, Blair, and Bedford Counties on the west; and Bradford, Sullivan, Columbia, Northumberland, Lebanon, York, and (part of) Lancaster Counties on the east])

• The Presbytery of the Central US (AR, KS, MO [Cass, Clay, Jackson, and Platte Counties], NE, OK [northeastern counties])

• The Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York (CT, NY [south of the northern boundaries of Sullivan, Ulster, and Dutchess Counties])

• The Presbytery of the Dakotas (CO, IA [Lyon, Sioux, Osceola, and O’Brien Counties], ND, SD, UT, WY)

• The Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario (IN [northern counties], lower MI, Ontario)

• The Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic (DC, MD, northern VA)

• The Presbytery of the Midwest (IL, IA [except Lyon, Sioux, Osceola, and O’Brien Counties], upper MI, MN, MO [except Cass, Clay, Jackson, and Platte Counties], WI)

• The Presbytery of New Jersey (NJ, PR)

• The Presbytery of New York and New England (MA, ME, NH, NY [north of Sullivan, Ulster, and Dutchess Counties], RI, VT)

• The Presbytery of Northern California and Nevada (CA [north of northern borders of San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San Bernardino Counties], NV)

• The Presbytery of the Northwest (AK, ID, MT, OR, WA)

• The Presbytery of Ohio (IN [except northern counties], KY [except southeastern counties], OH, western PA, WV)

• The Presbytery of Philadelphia (DE, eastern PA)

• The Presbytery of the South (AL, FL, southern GA, LA, MS, western TN)

• The Presbytery of the Southeast (northern GA, southeastern KY, NC, SC, eastern TN, southern VA, Bermuda)

• The Presbytery of Southern California (AZ, CA [south of northern borders of San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San Bernardino Counties], HI)

• The Presbytery of the Southwest (NM, OK [except northeast counties], TX)



8. The Whole Church and Its General Assembly

The general assembly oversees the ministry of the whole OPC and is made up of ministers and ruling elders who have been commissioned to represent their respective presbyteries. It seeks to advance the worship, edification, and witness of the whole church as it hears reports from its standing committees and approves the budget of the whole church for the upcoming year. It also promotes the unity of the church of Christ through correspondence with other churches. As a court of final appeal in the administration of judicial discipline, it seeks to resolve all doctrinal and disciplinary questions brought before it from the lower assemblies.
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Life



The OPC is a doctrinal church, but it does not believe in doctrine to the exclusion of life or piety. Obedience to the Word of God and a desire to glorify and enjoy God in all of life mark the congregations of the OPC. Public worship of the triune God is the most important way in which church members fellowship with one another. This section highlights worship as an integral part of church life, as well as other ways that members fellowship with one another. 



1. Worship

Public worship is, above all, a meeting of the triune God with his covenant people. God-produced, God-enabled, and God-centered, it is the reverent and joyful assembly of the Lord’s people on the Lord’s Day. The elements of the ordinary religious worship of God are the call to worship, the reading of the Scriptures, the preaching and hearing of the Word, the singing of psalms and hymns, the due administration and worthy receiving of the sacraments, and the benediction. Most OPC churches have morning and evening worship services. 



2. Bible Studies
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Many churches hold Bible studies during the week. These studies are usually held in connection with the weekly prayer meeting at the church building, a member’s home, or a place in the community. The studies are often led by ministers or ruling elders, or by members approved by the session. 



3. Prayer Meetings

Nearly every OPC congregation has a scheduled prayer meeting, although the time and place of the meetings vary. Some hold a prayer meeting on a Wednesday or Thursday night at the church building. Others hold prayer meetings for men or women on Saturday morning at the church buildings. Meetings are also held at members’ homes. 



4. Outreach Ministries

Congregations also reach out in their communities in various ways to inform individuals of the worship and ministry of the church. This is often done through canvassing of neighborhoods on foot, mailings, and special events. Increasingly, OPC churches use their websites to tell their story to others.
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5. Evangelistic Ministries

Direct gospel communication to those outside the church also takes place in OPC congregations. From personal conversations with neighbors to hosting a booth at a county fair to passing out gospel literature, the righteous requirements of God and his plan of salvation are made known in the marketplace. Some pastors also participate in street or public forum preaching. 



6. Youth
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Children and young adults often have Sunday school and catechism classes for their age group. Weeklong vacation Bible schools for the youth are held by some OPC congregations. Some churches have a catechism club or boys and/or girls clubs. Many presbyteries host youth camps, youth rallies, and backpacking trips, and provide short-term missions opportunities for the youth of the churches. Teens and young adults are often asked to join a class for communicant membership, typically taught by a pastor or elder.



7. Adult Fellowship

Men’s fellowship activities often include prayer breakfasts, Bible studies, and diaconal projects. Men are also often involved in helping with church building upkeep and repair. 

Women’s fellowship activities vary from church to church, but many sponsor women’s Bible studies, book studies, and fellowship luncheons. Some presbyteries also have women’s presbyterials, which typically meet once or twice a year within the border of a presbytery in support of foreign missions. The women who participate meet for a day of fellowship, to listen to a speaker, pray, and share lunch. Missionaries often speak at presbyterials, and sometimes an offering is taken to support the work of foreign missions in the OPC. 

Some churches have movie nights, followed by a discussion period. Other churches sponsor book clubs. Still others provide opportunities for their members to attend local music and arts performances in groups. In addition to informal fellowship or congregational meals following worship, many congregations have banquets and picnics throughout the year.



8. Community Service

Many churches engage in service that is particular to their local communities. Among the numerous activities that OPC congregations participate in are providing meals at schools, volunteering at Right to Life centers and food kitchens, and running prison and nursing home ministries.



9. Conferences
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Many OPC churches hold an annual Reformation conference at the end of October to mark the anniversary of Martin Luther’s nailing of his ninety-five theses, which the Lord used to spark the Protestant Reformation. Still other churches host Bible and theology conferences during the year. 



10. Thank Offering



During the month of November, the OPC holds its annual Thank Offering. The offering is an expression of the OPC’s thankfulness to the Lord for his grace and mercy during the past year. A large number of OPC congregations hold a special banquet or dinner with a speaker to promote giving to the Thank Offering.



Ministries



1. Foreign Missions

Committed to proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations, the OPC, through its Committee on Foreign Missions, labors throughout the world to help establish—by the grace and power of God—indigenous national churches that are firmly and fully committed to the Reformed standards, that are self-supporting, self-governing, and self-propagating, and with whom the OPC may have fraternal relations. Recognizing that the Lord ultimately provides the opportunities, personnel, and support, the Committee is presently committed to sending missionaries to nine fields:

• China—We assist indigenous congregations in evangelism and in preparing qualified men for the gospel ministry.

• Eritrea—We assist the indigenous Mehrete Yesus Evangelical Presbyterian Church, established through the labors of our missionaries in 1995, and wait upon the Lord for the authorities to grant us permission to resume sending missionaries.

• Ethiopia—We assist the young indigenous Ethiopian Reformed Presbyterian Church, established through the labors of our missionaries in 1998.

• Haiti—We assist indigenous congregations in the training of their pastors and elders and in their organization into a presbyterian denomination.
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• Japan—We work with the Reformed Church in Japan in church planting and evangelism. We also provide some instruction at Reformed theological institutions and have a ministry of mercy to those still suffering from the effects of the earthquake and tsunami in 2011. 

• Quebec—We assist the indigenous Reformed Church of Quebec in evangelism and church planting among the French-speaking people of Quebec.
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• Uganda—We assist the indigenous Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Uganda in church planting and in preparing men for church office. Our Mbale Station operates Knox Theological College to train men for the gospel ministry. Our Nakaale Station in South Karamoja operates the Akisyon a Yesu (“Compassion of Jesus”) Presbyterian Clinic and carries on other ministries of mercy. Also, one member of our Uganda Mission teaches at Mukhanyo Theological College in KwaMhlanga, South Africa.

• Ukraine—In cooperation with Mission to the World of the PCA, we work to plant congregations of, and train leaders for, the indigenous Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ukraine.

• Uruguay—We assist indigenous congregations in the training of their pastors and elders and in their organization into a presbyterian denomination.

The Committee is also developing opportunities to serve indigenous Reformed churches in Columbia, Cuba, Kenya, and Malawi through its Mobile Theological Mentoring Corps.
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2. Home Missions

The Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension works in partnership with the presbyteries and congregations of the OPC to help them establish new churches throughout North America. Here are some of the ways that the Committee serves the OPC:

• Financial Help for New Churches

Up to four years of financial assistance is provided at the request of the presbytery for employing an organizing pastor. Approximately twelve new churches are assisted each year. Over forty mission works are currently receiving denominational financial assistance.

• Regional Home Missionaries

These specialized church planters work within presbyteries to develop new churches where organizing pastors will be called to labor. The Committee helps to find, train, and support them in their work.

• Prayer

Home Missions Today, a prayer newsletter, is issued biweekly. To facilitate prayer, information about the Committee’s ministry and individual mission works is provided at chmce.org.

• Training and Equipping

Through staff visits and contacts, an annual training conference, and the manual Planting an Orthodox Presbyterian Church, church planters are provided with the information and encouragement they need to do their work effectively.

• Assistance to Presbyteries

The Committee staff remains in close contact with presbytery home missions committees and works with them to develop new churches. An annual gathering of home missions committee chairmen helps to coordinate the church planting efforts of the OPC’s seventeen presbyteries.

• Church Planter Recruitment and Training

Seminars are held annually at selected Reformed seminaries to identify and encourage men with an interest in church planting.

• The OPC Loan Fund

This fund provides loans to churches and mission works for building worship/education facilities through the investments of individuals who desire a reasonable return while having their money used to serve the Lord.

• Home Missions History

A video presentation (on DVD) of the first seventy-five years of OP home missions may be obtained by e-mailing ophomemissions@opc.org. 



3. Christian Education

Christ commissioned his church to “make disciples … teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19–20). Accordingly, the Committee on Christian Education serves the church through such ministries as these (see opc.org/committee_ce.html for details):

• Serial Publications
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• New Horizons is a monthly magazine that propagates the Reformed faith and provides news of the OPC. It is distributed free of charge to OPC members and friends. Ordained Servant is an online journal that equips ministers, elders, and deacons in their work.

• Great Commission Publications

GCP is a joint publications ministry of the Christian education committees of the OPC and the Presbyterian Church in America. It publishes Sunday school materials, VBS materials, Trinity Hymnal, and other worship aids and instructional materials (see www.gcp.org). 

• The OPC Website (OPC.ORG)

OPC.ORG puts forth news and information regarding the OPC. New feature articles regarding the OPC are regularly posted. Church resources, articles, and information pertaining to the Scriptures, the Reformed faith, and the OPC are also available at www.opc.org.

• Literature

The Committee produces books (such as The Confession of Faith and Catechisms and The Book of Church Order), booklets (such as Why Join a Church?), and pamphlets (such as Get to Know Us Better). 

• Ministerial Training

The Committee coordinates yearlong and summer ministerial internships and provides financial assistance to participating churches. It maintains contact with several seminaries with a view to strengthening the training of ministers for the OPC.

• The Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC

The MTIOPC provides supplementary education for men under care, licentiates, and ministers. Class schedules are announced on the OPC website and in New Horizons.



4. Diaconal Ministries
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The OPC carries on a word-and-deed ministry of mercy through its Committee on Diaconal Ministries, focusing on the covenant community, the church, its adherents, and earnest inquirers. The Committee supports the work of local congregations and presbyteries by bringing the resources of the whole denomination in to assist where the diaconal need is too great for those bodies to handle. It also provides assistance for medical costs to aged and infirm ministers and their widows and orphans.



5. Disaster Response 

The OPC engages in emergency help, both in this country and abroad. For example, it sent multiple volunteer teams and supplies to Haiti following that country’s 2010 earthquake and to Japan following its 2011 tsunami. When Hurricane Sandy struck the East Coast in 2012, disaster response teams from the OPC were immediately on the scene assisting those in need.
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6. Short-Term Missions

The OPC provides short-term missions opportunities for those who desire to assist foreign mission fields and local churches in need. Teams are regularly sent to the Czech Republic, Haiti, Quebec, and Japan.



7. Ecumenicity

The OPC, through its Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations, maintains ecclesiastical fellowship with many churches both in the U.S.A. and around the world that share its Reformed commitments. As a member of the North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council, the OPC has an intimate connection with eleven other North American churches in the work of bringing the gospel to a starving world. The OPC is also a member of the International Conference of Reformed Churches, a fellowship that includes thirty Reformed denominations worldwide. 



8. Historian
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The historian of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, elected to office by the General Assembly, oversees the denomination’s efforts to preserve her history through the collection and organization of historical documents and records. He is responsible for the organization of the denomination’s archives, the production of materials that promote a greater understanding of OPC history, and the organization of conferences to observe the denomination’s anniversaries. 



9. Chaplains and Military Personnel 

The Committee on Chaplains and Military Personnel represents the OPC on the Presbyterian and Reformed Joint Commission on Chaplains and Persons in the Military, which serves as the endorsing agency for OPC chaplains. The Committee publishes Please Pray for Those Who Serve and Their Families (a list of Orthodox Presbyterians in the military) and A Plea for Prayer (a digest of current prayer requests).



Appendix 1: People to Contact



	The administrative offices of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church are located at 607 N. Easton Road, Bldg. E, Willow Grove, PA 19090-2539; tel. 215/830-0900; fax 215/830-0350. At this location you may contact the following people (and their supporting staff) about the ministries of the OPC:

The stated clerk of the General Assembly 
statedclerk@opc.org

The general secretary for Home Missions 
ophomemissions@opc.org

The general secretary for Christian Education 
CCEsec@opc.org

The general secretary for Foreign Missions
opforeignmissions@opc.org or CFMsec@opc.org

If you are considering becoming a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, you are urged to contact an OP minister in your area. OP churches and ministers are listed geographically in our annual Directory, which may be ordered (free of charge) from the stated clerk. A directory of churches is posted (and continually updated) on our website, www.opc.org.

Ministers or licentiates of other denominations who are considering ministry in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church are encouraged to speak with the general secretary for Home Missions, the stated clerk of the General Assembly, and/or the stated clerk of the appropriate presbytery (listed in the printed Directory and the booklet What Is the OPC?).



Appendix 2: Sources of Further Information



A great deal of information about the OPC can be found at the OPC website (www.opc.org), including, in downloadable digital form at no charge, a growing number of the publications listed below.



The following publications may be ordered by calling the administrative offices of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Willow Grove, Pa., at 215/830-0900. Most of the items (and others) that are for sale may also be ordered at www.opc.org using a credit card. (Prices may change.)

• Directory — free listing of all churches and ministers in the OPC (annual editions; directory of churches kept current on website)

• New Horizons in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church — free monthly denominational magazine; $20/year requested from non-OPC subscribers in the U.S.; $40/year required from overseas subscribers ($30 in Canada); also available as a free e-mail attachment; downloadable in PDF, ePub, and Mobi formats

• Get to Know Us Better — leaflet about the OPC, available in packets of 100 for $10; also available in Spanish (10¢ per leaflet) 

• Minutes of the General Assembly — $15.00 annual publication

• The Confession of Faith and Catechisms of the OPC with Proof Texts — $12.00 

• The Book of Church Order — $10.00

• What Is the OPC? — $1.50 booklet; $1.00 per copy for 25 or more; one free copy when requested by non-OPC members

• What Is the Reformed Faith? — $1.50 booklet; $1.00 per copy for 25 or more; one free copy when requested by non-OPC members

• Why Join a Church?—75¢ booklet; 50¢ per copy for 10 or more

• Home Missions Update — free biweekly newsletter at chmce.org

• Planting an Orthodox Presbyterian Church — free at chmce.org

Great Commission Publications (3640 Windsor Park Drive, Suwanee, GA 30024-3897) sells Sunday school and VBS materials, Trinity Hymnal, and adult studies. Call toll-free 800/695-3387 to ask for a catalogue or order material. To find more information and/or to order online, go to www.gcp.org.

The following publications are sold by the Committee for the Historian.  For information and/or to order online, go to www.opc.org/historian.html. Orders may also be placed at 215/830-0900 or bookorders@opc.org. There is an additional charge for shipping. (Prices may change.)

• The Presbyterian Conflict, by Edwin H. Rian — paperback, $5.00

• Lest We Forget: A Personal Reflection on the Formation of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, by Robert K. Churchill — paperback, $2.00

• Fighting the Good Fight: A Brief History of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, by D. G. Hart and John Muether — paperback, $5.00

• Between the Times: The Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Transition, 1945–1990, by D. G. Hart — hardback, $10.00 

• J. Gresham Machen, by Ned B. Stonehouse — hardback, $10.00

• Confident of Better Things: Essays Commemorating Seventy-five Years of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church — hardback, $12.00 

• For a Testimony, by Bruce Hunt — paperback, $5.00

• History for a Pilgrim People: The Historical Writings of Charles Dennison — hardback, $5.00

• The Orthodox Presbyterian Church: A Video History — DVD, $15.00

• Minutes of the General Assembly of the OPC, 1936–2004 — two CDs, $15.00 

• A Ministerial Register of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 1936–2011 — paperback, $10.00

• The God-Breathed Scripture, by Edward J. Young — paperback, $5.00



Appendix 3: How to Join the OPC



If you are an individual or a family …



We invite you to get to know us better by visiting one of our churches. Members are received into our local churches by the session (consisting of the ministers and ruling elders). After hearing of your desire to join the church, the session will meet with you to learn of your faith in Christ. 

You may become a communicant member of an Orthodox Presbyterian church in one of three ways:

1. By transferring your membership from another approved denomination (a church of like faith and practice), 

2. By reaffirming your faith in Christ to the session, or 

3. By professing your faith in Christ for the first time as the session meets with you.

You will be asked to give your assent to the following five questions before the congregation:

1. Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New Testaments, to be the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the perfect and only true doctrine of salvation?

2. Do you believe in one living and true God, in whom eternally there are three distinct persons—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit—who are the same in being and equal in power and glory, and that Jesus Christ is God the Son, come in the flesh?

3. Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and humble yourself before God, that you repent of your sin, and that you trust for salvation not in yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?

4. Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord, and do you promise that, in reliance on the grace of God, you will serve him with all that is in you, forsake the world, resist the devil, put to death your sinful deeds and desires, and lead a godly life?

5. Do you promise to participate faithfully in this church’s worship and service, to submit in the Lord to its government, and to heed its discipline, even in case you should be found delinquent in doctrine or life?



If you are a group of families or a congregation …



You should contact the stated clerk of the presbytery for the region in which your group or church is located. (He may be found in the printed Directory or by contacting anyone listed on page 25). He will be able to make arrangements for you to meet with presbytery representatives with whom you may explore the process of becoming a congregation or a mission work of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. The membership requirements are the same as those for individual membership, listed above.

The presbytery will want to know that your official documents will relate your group or congregation to the doctrinal standards of the OPC (the Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the documents in The Book of Church Order). In addition, they will want to know that your pastor and your elders are committed to the Lord Jesus Christ, to the Reformed faith, and to the presbyterian form of church government.

Pastors and ruling elders will be examined as to their qualifications and will be required to give their assent to the following questions, among others:

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?

2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and Catechisms of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures?

3. Do you approve of the government, discipline, and worship of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church?

4. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord? (Ruling elders: Do you promise to seek the purity, the peace, and the unity of the church?)

At a service of recognition and installation, the congregation will be required to respond affirmatively to this question:

In reliance upon God for strength do you solemnly promise to walk together as a church of Jesus Christ according to the Word of God and the constitution of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church?

Then the officers of the congregation will be ordained (if necessary) and installed in the usual manner.



If you are a minister of the gospel …



You should contact the stated clerk of the presbytery for the region in which you currently live or minister. (He may be found in the printed Directory or by contacting anyone listed on page 25). He will be able to help you to make arrangements to meet with presbytery representatives with whom you may explore the process of becoming a ministerial member of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. They will need to inquire concerning your educational and ministerial credentials. In addition to other requirements, you will be asked to stand before the presbytery for an oral examination of your theological beliefs and of your commitment to the Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the documents in The Book of Church Order. You will be asked to give your assent to the questions put to all ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, as given above.




OPS/1000000000000400000003007837DB53.jpg





OPS/10000000000006270000049E75FFC521.jpg





OPS/10000000000005780000041A00ECBBA4.jpg





OPS/10000000000002BC00000439AF3098BD.jpg





OPS/10000000000006270000049D28263400.jpg





OPS/CoverDesign.jpg
A Primer on the

BY DANNY E. OLINGER





OPS/10000000000006D60000054534319DAF.jpg





OPS/10000000000005BE0000044FD6B993D6.jpg





OPS/1000000000000524000002157C448B22.jpg
6=

PO 3
R A u
&= %





OPS/10000000000001B20000029869E66FFB.jpg





OPS/10000000000006400000042B2578D04B.jpg





OPS/100000000000066D000004D23732B34D.jpg





OPS/10000000000001FE0000028AD53271B1.jpg





OPS/100000000000076B000005EA91A70303.jpg





OPS/10000000000004A60000070547ED205A.jpg





OPS/10000000000006270000041A4716F245.jpg





OPS/10000000000003FC0000036433E2CA2B.jpg





OPS/10000000000005780000074B9F5F97FE.jpg





OPS/10000000000009EA0000043E69447C96.jpg





OPS/10000000000002EE000003BCB1525D55.jpg
NEW HORIZONS






