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Introduction

M

any people today are looking for a church that is true to the Word of
God. The search is complicated, however, because of the wide variety
of churches to be found in most communities. Some local churches are
faithful to God’s Word, but many are not. Some think they are following the
Bible, but have fallen into serious error.
Other people belong to a local church that is faithful to the Bible, yet
their denomination is drifting away from it. Such congregations or groups
within them may be looking to unite with a denomination that remains
faithful to the Scriptures.
If you are looking for a local church or a denomination that confesses
the Bible to be the Word of God, and has made it her authority for faith and
life, we invite you to find out more about the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
(OPC).
In the following pages, we will tell you
		

• where we came from (our history),

		

• where we are today (our doctrine and characteristics), and

		

• where we are going (our ministries).

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church is steadfastly committed to
promoting the glory of God. She has seen his hand guide, protect, and even
reprove her during the seventy-five years of her existence. She was born
out of persecution for the sake of the gospel, nurtured in adversity, and
strengthened as she sought to fulfill her Master’s call. She strives to keep her
eyes fixed on Christ Jesus, her Savior and Lord. By the strength of his Spirit,
she endeavors to live righteously in full obedience to his Word, her only rule
for faith and life.
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Part I:
Where We Came From
1. Historical Background
The church of Jesus Christ, regrettably, is divided into many
denominations. How does the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) fit into
this complicated picture?
For several centuries the church struggled to clarify its understanding
of the Bible in opposition to error. The church formulated basic doctrines
about God and Christ in such creeds as the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene
Creed. We share these great ecumenical creeds with other Christians.
But after centuries of rivalry, the Western (“Catholic”) church split from
the Eastern (“Orthodox”) church in 1054. Despite our name, the OPC is part
of the Western stream.
During the Middle Ages, ritualism, superstition, ignorance, and a
growing hierarchy (headed by the pope at Rome) increasingly eclipsed the
Bible and its gospel. But Christ always preserved at least a small remnant of
faithful believers who held to the truth (and often suffered for it). Finally,
by God’s grace, the central truths of the Bible were rediscovered by Martin
Luther, John Calvin, and other Reformers. The Bible was translated into
the languages of the people, and this fueled the Protestant Reformation
of the sixteenth century. Protestants insisted on the infallible authority of
Scripture, unencumbered by church tradition (nonbiblical doctrines and
practices that had developed down through the centuries). They declared,
on the basis of Scripture, that salvation is a gracious gift from God, received
by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, and not something
dispensed by priestly rituals or earned by good works. These Protestant
principles undergird the OPC today.
The Protestant world soon divided over such matters as church
government, the nature of the sacraments, and worship. In these matters,
the Lutherans did not distance themselves from the Roman Church as
much as the Reformed (or Calvinistic) churches did. The Anabaptists, with
misguided zeal, rejected various biblical beliefs and practices. The OPC
belongs to the Reformed stream of the Reformation.
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A movement called Arminianism arose within the Reformed churches.
It compromised the doctrines of the sovereignty of God and salvation
by grace alone. Although the Synod of Dort condemned it in 1618,
Arminianism spread and became influential in many churches of Reformed
parentage. It has many followers in American churches today. The OPC,
however, seeks to be biblically Reformed and firmly rejects Arminianism.
(For a summary of the Reformed faith, see “Our System of Doctrine” on
pages 10–11.)
During an enormous religious and political struggle to determine the
character of the English and Scottish national churches, the Westminster
Assembly met in London from 1643 to 1649. It issued the Westminster
Confession of Faith and Catechisms. These documents are distinctly
Reformed, much like the Heidelberg Catechism and other earlier Reformed
creeds. They became the basis for what we today call Presbyterian churches.
With minor revisions reflecting developments in American Presbyterianism,
they are the doctrinal standards of the OPC.
The Westminster Assembly set forth a “presbyterian” form of
government. The Assembly rejected both the “episcopalian” system
(in which the church is ruled by bishops in a hierarchy), and the
“congregational” system (in which each congregation is independently
ruled by its members). In the presbyterian system, followed by the
OPC, each congregation is governed by a session, consisting of elders
(“presbyters”), including its minister(s). Each congregation chooses its own
elders, who are accountable to local, regional, and national assemblies in a
connectional relationship.
When people immigrated to America, they brought their religion with
them. Immigrants from Scotland, Ireland, and England soon established
Presbyterian churches. Presbyterianism grew up with America and had a
major impact on shaping her destiny. Tragically, at the time of the Civil War,
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. split along geographical lines. In 1936
the OPC came out of the Northern Presbyterian church. Today it is a national
church with congregations in all sections of the country.
Reformed theology is also called covenant theology, because it teaches
that God has established covenants that govern his dealings with men. In
the covenant of grace, operating in both Old and New Testament times,
God graciously provides salvation to his people through Jesus Christ, the
Mediator of the covenant. However, in nineteenth-century England a
different view arose, called dispensationalism. It distinguished sharply
between Israel and the church (assigning to each a different way of salvation
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and a different destiny), and divided the Scriptures into portions that
applied to one or the other. Dispensationalism has a considerable following,
but the OPC regards it as a serious error.
The greatest struggle within the church at large in the twentieth
century was that between biblical faith and theological liberalism (or
modernism). Although claiming the name of Christianity, liberalism began
by questioning the full authority of the Bible and ended up denying every
biblical doctrine that modern secular thinking found disagreeable. The OPC
was established in direct opposition to liberalism. The word orthodox in our
name indicates that we are committed to “straight” doctrine, which “lines
up” with God’s Word.
Many in modern times have been affected by the “charismatic”
movement. It alleges that the gifts of speaking in tongues, prophesying, and
miraculous healings continue in the church today. The OPC rejects these
claims, believing that these special gifts of the Holy Spirit ceased at the end
of the Apostolic Age, their purpose (to lay the foundation of the apostolic
church) having been achieved.

2. The Formation of the OPC
During the nineteenth century, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.
was largely a strong and faithful church. But liberalism began to creep
in from Europe, and little was done to check its spread. In 1924 about
1,300 (out of 10,000) Presbyterian ministers signed the liberal Auburn
Affirmation, which denied that the Bible was without error and declared
that belief in such essential doctrines as Christ’s substitutionary atonement
and his bodily resurrection should not be made “tests for ordination or for
good standing in our church.” Unbelief was taking over the church.
Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey, remained a
bastion of Presbyterian orthodoxy. But in 1929 its Board was reorganized
with a mandate to put liberal professors on the faculty. Four Princeton
professors resigned and (with the support of others) established
Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia as an independent
institution to continue teaching biblical Christianity.
The leading opponent of liberalism in those days was J. Gresham
Machen, a Presbyterian minister and professor at Princeton (and later at
Westminster). When he exposed the modernist unbelief that permeated
the foreign missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., the General
Assembly in 1933 refused to do anything about it. Because he and others
would only support missionaries who were actually preaching the gospel,
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they established the Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions.
The 1934 Assembly condemned their action, and they were soon deposed
from office. In response, 34 ministers, 17 ruling elders, and 79 laymen met
in Philadelphia on June 11, 1936, to constitute the Presbyterian Church
of America. (Because of a lawsuit brought by the Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.A., the name of the new church was changed to the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in 1939.) They wanted to “continue the true spiritual
succession of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.” They hoped that a
mass exodus of Bible-believing Christians would swell the ranks of the new
denomination, but it never happened. Then, on January 1, 1937, Machen’s
untimely death dealt a severe blow to the new church.

3. The Development of the OPC
The first major question facing the new church was whether it would be
a typically American fundamentalist and evangelical church, or whether it
would follow its confession and be biblically Reformed in character. Many
who favored the former path left in 1937 to form a different church. That left
the OPC with a more clear-cut commitment to the Reformed faith.
This struggle continued through the ensuing decades, but the church
maintained a firmly Reformed stand. This tension between a more
American evangelical and a more rigorously Reformed emphasis remains
in the OPC, but our commitment is to follow the Holy Spirit speaking in
Scripture, wherever he leads.
From the beginning, the OPC emphasized mission work, both at home
and abroad. Largely as a result of church-planting efforts, the OPC has
experienced slow but steady growth. Today one may find her approximately
325 churches and mission works in 47 states, 2 provinces in Canada, and
Puerto Rico. They are organized into 17 regional churches, each governed by
a presbytery (see appendixes 1 and 3). Carrying the whole truth of Scripture
to the ends of the earth has also been important to Orthodox Presbyterians
from the outset. Today the OPC has missions on five continents.
The OPC has never isolated herself from the rest of Christ’s church. She
has energetically promoted the Reformed faith around the world and has
engaged in ecumenical discussions with other Reformed churches in order
to perfect the unity that Christ desires for his people.
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Part II:
Where We Are Today
1. Our Constitution
The constitution of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church consists of its
standards of doctrine, government, discipline, and worship, namely, its
Confession of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechisms, Form of Government,
Book of Discipline, and Directory for the Public Worship of God.
This constitution is not the final authority in the OPC, but is subordinate
to the primary standard of the Church, namely, the Scriptures of the Old
and New Testaments. Since the Scriptures are “the rule of faith and life,” the
Confession subordinates itself to them, declaring that “in all controversies
of religion, the church is finally to appeal unto them” (chap. 1). The OPC,
under the lordship of Jesus Christ, is guided in all matters by the Word of
God, as illuminated by the indwelling Holy Spirit. The Church endeavors,
humbly and prayerfully, to follow the Bible’s teachings, regardless of the
world’s current “wisdom.”
Our doctrinal standards are the Confession of Faith, the Larger
Catechism, and the Shorter Catechism. The Confession (like the
Catechisms) is essentially the one prepared by the Westminster Assembly
in the 1640s, but it incorporates a few modifications that have been adopted
during the course of American Presbyterian history, notably statements
separating the state from involvement with the church. These documents
set forth the basic teachings of the Bible.
The documents regulating our government, discipline, and worship
follow scriptural principles and are published together as The Book of Church
Order. They consist of the Form of Government, the Book of Discipline, and
the Directory for the Public Worship of God.
All church officers—ministers, ruling elders, and deacons—are
required to receive and adopt the Confession and Catechisms as
containing the system of doctrine taught in the Bible, and to approve of
the government, discipline, and worship of the Church. Other church
members are only required to acknowledge that the Bible, as the Word of
God, contains the perfect and only true doctrine of salvation and to accept
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instruction in doctrine and life. (Appendix 4 lists the questions asked of
persons when they become members and officers in the OPC.)

2. Our System of Doctrine
Our system of doctrine is the Reformed faith, also called Calvinism
(because Calvin was the most important exponent of it during the
Reformation). It pulls together the most significant doctrines taught in
the Bible. These doctrines are set forth in the Westminster Confession
of Faith and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms (with accompanying
biblical references). Our system of doctrine is summarized in the following
paragraphs.
• The Bible, having been inspired by God, is entirely trustworthy and
without error. Therefore, we are to believe and obey its teachings. The Bible
is the only source of special revelation for the church today.
• The one true God is personal, yet beyond our comprehension. He is an
invisible spirit, completely self-sufficient and unbounded by space or time,
perfectly holy and just, and loving and merciful. In the unity of the Godhead
there are three “persons”: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
• God created the heavens and the earth, and all they contain. He
upholds and governs them in accordance with his eternal will. God is
sovereign—in complete control—yet this does not diminish human
responsibility.
• Because of the sin of the first man, Adam, all mankind is corrupt by
nature, dead in sin, and subject to the wrath of God. But God determined,
by a covenant of grace, that sinners may receive forgiveness and eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ. Faith in Christ has always been the only way of
salvation, in both Old Testament and New Testament times.
• The Son of God took upon himself a human nature in the womb of
the Virgin Mary, so that in her son Jesus the divine and human natures were
united in one person. Jesus Christ lived a sinless life and died on a cross,
bearing the sins of, and receiving God’s wrath for, all those who trust in
him for salvation (his chosen ones). He rose from the dead and ascended
into heaven, where he sits as Lord and rules over his kingdom (the church).
He will return to judge the living and the dead, bringing his people (with
glorious, resurrected bodies) into eternal life, and consigning the wicked to
eternal punishment.
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• Those whom God has predestined unto life are effectually drawn to
Christ by the inner working of the Spirit as they hear the gospel. When they
believe in Christ, God declares them righteous (justifies them), pardoning
their sins and accepting them as righteous, not because of any righteousness
of their own, but by imputing Christ’s merits to them. They are adopted as
the children of God and indwelt by the Holy Spirit, who sanctifies them,
enabling them increasingly to stop sinning and act righteously. They repent
of their sins (both at their conversion and thereafter), produce good works
as the fruit of their faith, and persevere to the end in communion with
Christ, with assurance of their salvation.
• Believers strive to keep God’s moral law, which is summarized in
the Ten Commandments, not to earn salvation, but because they love their
Savior and want to obey him. God is the Lord of the conscience, so that men
are not required to believe or do anything contrary to, or in addition to, the
Word of God in matters of faith or worship.
• Christ has established his church, and particular churches, to
gather and perfect his people, by means of the ministry of the Word, the
sacraments of baptism (which is to be administered to the children of
believers, as well as believers) and the Lord’s Supper (in which the body
and blood of Christ are spiritually present to the faith of believers), and the
disciplining of members found delinquent in doctrine or life. Christians
assemble on the Lord’s Day to worship God by praying, hearing the Word
of God read and preached, singing psalms and hymns, and receiving the
sacraments.

3. Our Church Government
The church is no mere human organization or a means to an end. The
church is Christ’s body, of which he is the head. As a faithful branch of the
true church, the OPC acknowledges Jesus Christ as her only head and his
word as the final authority in all matters of faith and life.
It is our desire to be faithful to our Lord, not only in matters of doctrine,
but also in matters of structure, government, and order. Accordingly, we
have a presbyterian form of government. Each congregation is governed
by a session, which consists of one or more ministers (teaching elders)
and a number of ruling elders (depending on the size of the congregation).
Elders must meet the scriptural qualifications for the eldership. They are
ordained for life and installed to office. Ministers are licensed and ordained
by regional presbyteries and are called by congregations; ruling elders are
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elected by congregations. Deacons are elected by congregations to oversee
their ministries of mercy. They are ordained, but they do not exercise
spiritual rule alongside elders. As required by the Scriptures, all officers
must be men, not women. Nonordained people often sit on committees
that supervise important areas of congregational life, but always under the
oversight of the session.
The local church focuses on worship, education, evangelism, ministries
of mercy, and godly discipline. The session ensures that the Word of God is
faithfully preached, that the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper
are properly administered, and that spiritual care—including, where
necessary, the discipline of erring members—is lovingly and effectively
provided. Sessions meet together to direct and supervise the ministries of
local congregations, to examine and receive new members, and to provide
wisdom and judgment when disputes arise within the church. Because of
these responsibilities, elders (and also deacons) are required to “sincerely
receive and adopt” the doctrinal standards of the OPC—the Confession of
Faith along with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms—“as containing the
system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures.”
Members are received into a local Orthodox Presbyterian congregation
by the session on the basis of their credible profession of faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ. While members are exposed to the Reformed faith from the
pulpit, from the teaching ministry of the church, and from the sincere
convictions of their elders and deacons, they are not required to receive
and adopt the Confession of Faith and Catechisms as a standard for
membership. Believers who have been baptized and who have professed
their faith in Christ to the elders of the church are termed “communicant
members.” They are admitted to the Lord’s Supper and have voting rights
and responsibilities within the congregation. Their baptized children are
received as “noncommunicant members” of the congregation, and as such
do not partake of the Lord’s Supper or exercise voting rights.
Congregations are entitled to hold and own their own property without
right of reversion to the presbytery or denomination. Congregations
may choose to incorporate and elect trustees. However, trustees are not
ordained as such and they have no ruling authority in the congregation.
Congregations may also withdraw from the OPC by the affirmative vote of
two successive meetings of the congregation, provided that the presbytery
has been notified and has had an opportunity to dissuade them from
withdrawing.
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The congregations of the OPC are organized into seventeen regional
churches, each with a governing body called a presbytery. A presbytery
combines the efforts of its churches in conducting youth ministries,
caring for diaconal needs, establishing new churches, and helping to send
missionaries to other countries. The presbytery, which meets two or more
times each year, consists of all the ministers and commissioned ruling
elders in the regional church. It cares for the health and well-being of its
local congregations and provides help and a place for appeal in resolving
conflicts in local churches. It supervises ministers and prepares ministerial
candidates, and it spreads the gospel in its region through evangelism and
church planting.
The General Assembly oversees the ministry of the whole OPC. It
ordinarily meets once each year and is composed of ministers and ruling
elders representing each presbytery. It provides training and educational
materials for the churches. It arranges internship training for prospective
ministers. It coordinates the planning, funding, and prayer support for the
efforts of presbyteries and local congregations in establishing new churches.
It helps to oversee special diaconal needs. It makes health and pension
plans available to its ministers and elders. It sends missionaries to foreign
lands. And it resolves matters of conflict in regional and local churches, and
administers judicial discipline as a court of final appeal.

4. General Assembly Decisions
Over the years, the OPC has faced many questions relating to both
doctrine and life. The decisions reached by her general assemblies, while not
enjoying constitutional status, do indicate how the church has historically
understood the Scriptures and the subordinate standards to speak to these
matters. These questions usually arise as overtures presented by lower
judicatories or in connection with appeals of presbytery decisions.
Some of the more significant decisions of OPC general assemblies are
listed below.
• Liberty of Conscience
The 1936 Assembly rejected a call for total abstinence from alcoholic
beverages. It determined that Christians have liberty in this matter because
Scripture does not prohibit their moderate use. All agree that Scripture
condemns drunkenness as a serious sin. The 1942 Assembly adopted a
statement that underlined the responsibility of believers, in the exercise of
their liberty in Christ, not to offend weaker brothers unnecessarily.
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• Eschatology
The second Assembly in 1936 declined to declare that historic
(nondispensational) premillennialism, along with amillennialism and
postmillennialism, was compatible with our church standards. Nonetheless,
all three views have been welcome within the OPC.
• Freemasonry
The 1942 Assembly received a committee report which concluded that
“Masonry is a religious institution and as such is definitely anti-Christian.”
The 1950 Assembly received a further report condemning Masonry and
urged sessions to be guided by it.
• Exclusive Psalmody
Some in the OPC have held the view that the regulative principle of
worship (that only those elements prescribed in the Bible are to be employed
in the public worship of God—see the Confession of Faith, chap. 21, sec.
1) requires the exclusive singing of psalms in worship. However, in 1947
the Assembly received a committee report which concluded that hymns as
well as psalms are appropriate for use in worship. Accordingly, the 1949
Assembly authorized the production of a hymnal containing both psalms
and hymns. It was published in 1961 as Trinity Hymnal (revised in 1990).
• Evangelism
In 1952 a special Committee on Local Evangelism completed a tenyear study of the message, subjects, and methods of evangelism. Among its
conclusions were:
—“The message of evangelism is the whole counsel of God as revealed
in His Word.”
—“True evangelism must ever bear in mind that it is not the mere
possibility of salvation nor simply provision for salvation that is offered
freely in the gospel. It is rather salvation full, perfect and free.”
—The gospel is offered freely to the lost. Both Arminianism and hyperCalvinism are rejected in this connection.
• Guidance from the Holy Spirit
After a lengthy study of the subject of guidance, brought to it by
certain complaints against the doctrines and practices of the Peniel Bible
Conference and taught by certain members of the OPC, the 1961 Assembly
concluded:
[Peniel’s views] in teaching that in every decision of life the
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Christian may look for a sense of assurance akin to the witness of
the Spirit to his sonship, in teaching that a witness of the Spirit is
the decisive index constraining assurance respecting the proper
course of action in daily life, and in teaching a non-exegetical
conscious leading of the Holy Spirit … constitute a deviation from
the doctrine set forth in the Word of God and our subordinate
standards.
• Diaconal Ministry
In 1964 the Assembly decided that ministries of mercy, including
medical works such as operating a medical hospital, are a proper
supplement to the ministry of the Word in foreign mission endeavor.
In 1972 the Assembly discussed a study that asked, “What are the proper
objects of diaconal ministry; are they the members of Christ’s church, or
additionally also the world?” In 1973 the Assembly adopted a statement that
said in part, “We have an obligation to provide for the poor both within and
without the Church; but the primary concern must be for those within the
Church.”
• Abortion
The 1971 Assembly—two years before the infamous Roe v. Wade decision
of the U.S. Supreme Court—denounced the practice of voluntary abortion
except possibly for the purpose of saving the mother’s life.
• Race Relations
The 1974 Assembly received a report on “Problems of Race.” It surveyed
relevant biblical passages and outlined steps to achieve biblical race
relations.
• Sabbath Observance
At least two assemblies have faced questions regarding the continuing
relevance of, and the obedience required by, the Fourth Commandment.
The 1973 Assembly declared that, according to the Scriptures, God had
appointed the first day of the week to be the Christian Sabbath or Lord’s
Day. The 1977 Assembly upheld the discipline of a minister who was found
guilty of violating the Sabbath ordinance by participating in an organized
sport on the Lord’s Day.
• Tongues-Speaking
In 1976 the Assembly upheld a presbytery’s discipline of a minister who
practiced the private exercise of “speaking in tongues.”
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• Women in Office
The OPC understands Scripture to limit ordained office in the church
to qualified men. In 1989, for example, the Assembly upheld a complaint
against a session that had allowed women to serve as adjunct elders. In 1997
the Assembly acted to end ecclesiastical fellowship with a denomination
that had opened all church offices to women.
• Christian Schools
Numerous reports received by general assemblies from the Committee
on Christian Education have supported the establishment and operation
of Christian day schools by parents. The denomination’s magazine, New
Horizons, has featured articles promoting both Christian schools and
homeschooling.
• Homosexuality
The 1993 Assembly framed a petition urging the President of the United
States to stand against the sin of homosexuality and specifically not to
lift the ban on homosexuals in the military. This decision is particularly
noteworthy in that Orthodox Presbyterian general assemblies have typically
refrained from making sociological and political pronouncements, unlike
many other churches and ecumenical organizations.
• Admission to the Lord’s Supper
The denomination has declined to alter its subordinate standards in
such a way as to permit the admission of baptized children, who have not
yet made a public profession of faith in Christ, to the Lord’s Supper. Also,
it continues to allow local sessions discretion in admitting visitors to the
Lord’s Supper.
• Human Origins
The 1996 Assembly upheld the suspension from office of an elder
who held that Adam’s body probably had animal ancestors. This view
was determined to be contrary to Scripture and the OPC’s confessional
standards, and a bar to holding the eldership.

5. Characteristics of the OPC
Reformed theology, as expressed in our Confession and Catechisms, is
rich and comprehensive, encompassing the full range of biblical teaching.
We endeavor to preach and teach this “whole counsel of God.” Furthermore,
we understand the teachings of the Bible to form a system of doctrine (see
above, pages 10–11).
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The Orthodox Presbyterian Church stands or falls with the Bible. We are
very serious about the Bible being the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of
God and thus our rule of faith and life. As a result, we are very serious about
doctrinal purity. This zeal may at times spill over into contentiousness, but
our overriding concern is to follow our Lord Jesus Christ as he speaks in the
Scriptures. We are not monolithic in our thinking, but any divergent views
are always examined in the light of Scripture.
We have always staunchly opposed theological liberalism. This heresy
undermines the authority of Scripture and replaces its teachings with
modern, secular ideas, eventually denying virtually every essential Christian
doctrine. It attacks the church on a broad front and in many guises, such
as biblical criticism, secular humanism, evolutionism, hedonism, and
feminism. We do not twist the Bible’s teachings in order to accommodate
liberal ideas and values. We humbly acknowledge that we are not immune
to such influences, but we endeavor by God’s grace to remain faithful to our
Lord and his Word.
Because of our concern to maintain and promote the Reformed faith,
our church has a fine tradition of biblical scholarship. We have produced
and attracted many scholars for our size. Thus, we have had an influence far
beyond our numbers, both in this country and abroad.
We follow the Bible wherever it leads us, but we are also careful not to
add to its teachings. If the Bible does not condemn a certain practice or idea,
neither do we. We allow Christian liberty in matters in which the Word of
God allows liberty.
Most evangelical churches are premillennial, but we have allowed
considerable liberty regarding eschatology. Most OP ministers are
amillennial, some are postmillennial, and a few are historic premillennial
(but not dispensational).
Because Reformed theology is rich and comprehensive, we endeavor
to promote a Reformed world-and-life view. That is, we believe that all
areas of life—both personal and cultural—should be brought under the
dominion of Jesus Christ. We don’t restrict our faith to “getting saved,”
going to church, and a few “don’ts.” We are concerned to be good Christian
witnesses and also to influence the institutions and culture around us to be
more righteous. We strive to be faithful to Reformed doctrine and apply it in
our life.
We gather together on the Lord’s Day principally to worship God. Our
worship services are God-centered, not man-centered. They tend to be
simple and dignified, focusing on praising God and hearing his Word. This
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reflects the “regulative principle” of worship—that we should worship God
only in the ways that he specifies in the Bible.
Every member is encouraged to be active in the life and work of the
congregation. The gifts of both men and women are utilized to build up
Christ’s spiritual body.
Many of us have been involved with Christian schools or homeschooling. This reflects our concern to take our faith seriously and apply it
broadly to life.
We are concerned that our covenant youth be brought up in the
instruction of the Lord. Thus, catechetical instruction is strongly promoted.
Congregations as a whole encourage and assist parents in fulfilling their
responsibility to instruct their children in the faith.
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Part III:
Where We Are Going
Our churches are enthusiastic about fulfilling Christ’s Great
Commission. As a denomination, we carry out our mission for worldwide
outreach through three ministry committees of the General Assembly: the
Committee on Foreign Missions, the Committee on Home Missions and
Church Extension, and the Committee on Christian Education.
The work of each committee is administered by a general secretary and
a small staff, with offices located in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, a suburb of
Philadelphia. (For more information, see appendix 1.)
These ministries are supported by the generous gifts of God’s people
within and outside the OPC. Under a unified plan of giving called Worldwide
Outreach, undesignated gifts are divided among the committees on a
percentage basis set by the General Assembly. Gifts may also be designated
for individual committees or special purposes.
Other denominational work is carried out through other committees of
the General Assembly, including the Committee on Diaconal Ministries and
the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations.
The work of the five major standing committees is outlined below.

1. Foreign Missions
The 1937 General Assembly established the Committee on Foreign
Missions to carry on the work of foreign missions for the new church. We
are committed to pursuing the opportunites our Lord presents to us to
further the proclamation of the gospel to the nations, remembering that
ultimately he is the one who provides the clear and focused opportunity, the
necessary personnel, and the required support.
Our goal is to establish healthy, indigenous national churches that
are firmly and fully committed to the Reformed standards, that are selfsupporting, self-governing, and self-propagating, and with whom the OPC
may have fraternal relations.
Presently the Committee is committed to sending missionaries to nine
different fields:
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• China

We assist indigenous congregations in evangelism and
in preparing qualified men for the gospel ministry.

• Eritrea

We assist the indigenous Mehrete Yesus Evangelical
Presbyterian Church, established through the labors
of our missionaries in 1995, and wait upon the Lord
for the authorities to grant us permission to resume
sending missionaries.

• Ethiopia

We assist the indigenous Ethiopian Reformed
Presbyterian Church, established through the labors of
our missionaries in 1998.

• Haiti

We assist indigenous congregations in the training of
their pastors and elders and in their organization into
a presbyterian denomination.

• Japan

We work with the Reformed Church in Japan in church
planting and evangelism. We also provide some
instruction at Reformed theological institutions and
have a ministry of mercy to those still suffering from
the effects of the earthquake and tsunami in 2011.

• Quebec

We assist the indigenous Reformed Church of Quebec
in evangelism and church planting among the Frenchspeaking people of Quebec.

• Uganda

We assist the indigenous Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in Uganda in church planting and in
preparing men for church office. Our Mbale Station
operates Knox Theological College to train men for
the gospel ministry. Our Nakaale Station in South
Karamoja operates the Akisyon a Yesu (“Compassion
of Jesus”) Presbyterian Clinic and carries on other
ministries of mercy to extend the gospel witness into
a primitive region. Also, one member of our Uganda
Mission teaches at Mukhanyo Theological College in
KwaMhlanga, South Africa.

• Ukraine

Working under a cooperative agreement with Mission
to the World of the PCA, we assist the MTW Mission
to Ukraine in planting congregations of, and training
leaders for, the indigenous Evangelical Presbyterian
Church in Ukraine.
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• Uruguay

We assist indigenous congregations in the training of
their pastors and elders and in their organization into
a presbyterian denomination.

The Committee is also developing opportunities to serve indigenous
Reformed churches in Columbia, Cuba, Kenya, and Malawi through its
Mobile Theological Mentoring Corps.

2. Home Missions
Fully half of our Lord’s Great Commission strategy is directed toward
the home front. He spoke of his disciples being witnesses in Jerusalem
and Judea as well as in Samaria and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). The
Committee on Home Missions and Church Extension works in partnership
with the presbyteries and congregations of the OPC to help them in their
efforts to establish new churches throughout North America. Here are some
of the ways that the Committee serves the OPC:
• Financial Help for New Churches
Up to four years of financial assistance is provided at the request of the
presbytery for assistance in employing an organizing pastor and keeping the
whole church informed of prayer needs on the field. Approximately twelve
new churches are started each year. About 30 mission works are currently
receiving denominational financial assistance.
• Regional Home Missionaries
These specialized church planters work within a presbytery to develop
new churches where organizing pastors will be called to labor. The
Committee helps to find, train, and support them in their work.
• Prayer
Home Missions Today, a prayer newsletter, is issued biweekly.
Information about the Committee’s ministry and individual mission works
is provided at chmce.org, so that the church may pray knowledgeably.
• Training and Equipping
Through staff visits and contacts, an annual training conference, and
ongoing review of the manual Planting an Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
church planters are provided with the information and encouragement they
need to do their work effectively.
• Assistance to Presbyteries
The Committee staff remains in close contact with presbytery home
missions committees and works closely with them to develop new churches.
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An annual gathering of home missions committee chairmen helps to
coordinate the church-planting efforts of the OPC’s seventeen presbyteries.
• Church Planter Recruitment and Training
Seminars are held annually at selected Reformed seminaries to identify
and encourage men who have an interest in church planting.
• Help with Church Buildings
The OPC Loan Fund provides loans to churches and mission works
for building worship/education facilities through the investments of
individuals who desire a reasonable return while having their money used to
serve the Lord.
• Home Missions History
A video presentation (on DVD) of the first seventy-five years of OP
home missions may be obtained by e-mailing ophomemissions@opc.org.

3. Christian Education
Christ commissioned his church to “make disciples … teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19–20). Accordingly,
the Committee on Christian Education serves the church through such
ministries as these (see opc.org/committee_ce.html for details):
• Serial Publications
New Horizons is a monthly magazine that promotes the Reformed faith
and provides news of the OPC. It is distributed at no charge to all OP homes
and churches; others may subscribe. It is also available online. Ordained
Servant is an online journal that equips church officers for their work.
• Great Commission Publications
GCP is a joint publications ministry of the Christian education
committees of the OPC and the Presbyterian Church in America. It
publishes Sunday school materials, VBS materials, Trinity Hymnal, and other
worship aids and instructional materials (see www.gcp.org).
• The OPC Website
Resources, articles, and information pertaining to the Scriptures, the
Reformed faith, and the OPC (including an updated directory of churches)
are available at the OPC website (www.opc.org).
• Literature
The Committee produces books (such as The Confession of Faith and
Catechisms and The Book of Church Order), booklets (such as What Is the
Reformed Faith?), and pamphlets (such as Get to Know Us Better).
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• Ministerial Training
The Committee coordinates yearlong and summer ministerial
internships and provides financial assistance to participating churches. It
maintains contact with several seminaries with a view to strengthening the
training of ministers for the OPC.
• The Ministerial Training Institute of the OPC
The MTIOPC provides supplementary education for men under care,
licentiates, and ministers. Class schedules are announced on the OPC
website and in New Horizons.

4. Diaconal Ministries
The Committee on Diaconal Ministries supports (but does not replace)
the work of local congregations and presbyteries by bringing the resources
of the whole denomination in to assist where the diaconal need is too great
for those bodies to handle. The amount of money it expends on ministries
of mercy varies considerably from year to year, but is generally around
$400,000 annually and more for major disaster relief.
Through four standing committees, the Committee (1) addresses
the work of missionary deacons and candidates in conjunction with the
Committee on Foreign Missions, (2) oversees care for retired OP ministers
and their widows, (3) is a resource for the teaching and training of deacons
and presbytery diaconal committees, and (4) responds to major disasters.
The Committee helps some inner-city families and others to provide
their children with a Christian education. It provides partial medical
insurance coverage for ministers who need such help. A short-term
missions coordinator and disaster relief administrator is employed by the
Committee: see http://opcstm.org.
The Committee supports missionary deacons. It also supports worthy
causes abroad, as requested by the Committee on Foreign Missions or a
church court: tsunami relief, medicines for clinics, famine relief, suffering
believers, a rehabilitation center, Christian school scholarships, etc. Where
feasible, these funds are administered by or under the oversight of Orthodox
Presbyterian missionaries or ministers or churches in fraternal relations.
For more information, see http://opc.org/committee_dm.html.

5. Ecumenicity
We in the OPC maintain ecclesiastical fellowship with churches that
share our Reformed commitments. We see them as our partners in the work
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of bringing the gospel to the world. We have ties with them through our
Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations (see www.opc.org/
icr.html). Currently we are in ecclesiastical fellowship with:
• The Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
• The Canadian Reformed Churches
• The Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
• The Evangelical Presbyterian Church in England and Wales
• The Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland
• The Free Church of Scotland
• The Presbyterian Church in America
• The Presbyterian Church in Korea (Kosin)
• The Reformed Church in Japan
• The Reformed Church in the United States
• The Reformed Church of Quebec (l’Église Réformée du Québec)
• The Reformed Churches of New Zealand
• The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland
• The Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
• The United Reformed Churches in North America
Also, corresponding relations have been established with:
• The Africa Evangelical Presbyterian Church
• The Bible Presbyterian Church
• The Evangelical Reformed Church, Westminster Confession, in Austria
• The Free Church of Scotland (Continuing)
• The Free Reformed Churches of North America (pending)
• The Heritage Reformed Congregations
• The Independent Reformed Church in Korea
• The Presbyterian Church in Japan
• The Presbyterian Church of Brazil (Igreja Presbiteriana do Brasil)
• The Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia
• The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) (de
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland [Vrijgemaakt])
• The Reformed Churches of South Africa
The OPC is a member of the North American Presbyterian and
Reformed Council (NAPARC) and of the International Conference of
Reformed Churches (ICRC).
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Conclusion
We thank you for your interest in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and
hope that as you have read our testimony to God’s grace, love, and mercy in
these pages, you may praise him for his wonderful goodness to his people.
If you are interested in learning more about the OPC or uniting with us, the
appendixes that follow will provide you with helpful information.
Although we strive, with God’s help, to be faithful to his Word, both in
what we teach and in what we do, we are well aware that we fall short of all
that Christ, our Head and King, requires of those who bear his name. We
struggle with sin and weakness in our life and our ministry as a church. Our
only hope, our only confidence, our only peace is in him who, by his perfect
obedience and sacrifice of himself, purchased an everlasting inheritance in
the kingdom of heaven for all those whom the Father has given to him. Our
joy is in doing what pleases him in humble obedience to the whole counsel
of his holy Word.
To God be the glory!
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Appendix 1:

People to Contact
The administrative offices of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church are
located at 607 N. Easton Road, Bldg. E, Willow Grove, PA 19090-2539; tel.
215/830-0900; fax 215/830-0350. At this location you may contact the
following people (and their supporting staff) about the ministries of the
OPC:
The stated clerk of the General Assembly
statedclerk@opc.org
The general secretary for Home Missions
ophomemissions@opc.org
The general secretary for Christian Education
CCEsec@opc.org
The general secretary for Foreign Missions
opforeignmissions@opc.org or CFMsec@opc.org
If you are considering becoming a member of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, you are urged to contact an OP minister in your area. OP churches
and ministers are listed geographically in our annual Directory, which may
be ordered (free of charge) from the stated clerk. A directory of churches is
posted (and continually updated) on our website, www.opc.org.
Ministers or licentiates of other denominations who are considering
ministry in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church are encouraged to speak with
the general secretary for Home Missions, the stated clerk of the General
Assembly, and/or the stated clerk of the appropriate presbytery (see below).
Stated Clerks of Presbyteries
Presbytery of Central Pennsylvania (Pennsylvania [between and including
Potter, Clinton, Centre, Blair, and Bedford Counties on the west; and
Bradford, Sullivan, Columbia, Northumberland, Lebanon, York, and
(part of) Lancaster Counties on the east])
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Mr. Alan W. Montgomery
275 Montgomery Ln., Duncansville, PA 16635-4324
814/693-5134
amontgomery.pcp@gmail.com

Presbytery of the Central US (Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri [Cass,
Clay, Jackson, and Platte Counties only], Nebraska,
northeastern Oklahoma)
Rev. Mark T. Harrington
2800 Hallmark Rd., Lincoln, NE 68507-2749
402/464-5939 (home), 402/464-5939 (office)
harrington.1@opc.org
Presbytery of Connecticut and Southern New York (Connecticut,
New York [south of the northern boundaries of Sullivan,
Ulster, and Dutchess Counties])
Rev. John W. Mallin III
444 North Allison St., Greencastle, PA 17225-1212
717/597-7599 (home), 717/816-2793 (cell)
mallin.1@opc.org
Presbytery of the Dakotas (Colorado, Iowa [Lyon, Sioux, Osceola,
and O’Brien Counties only], North Dakota, South Dakota,
Utah, Wyoming)
Rev. Archibald A. Allison
3808 Ziegler Rd., Fort Collins, CO 80525
970/282-8011 (home), 970/308-5268 (office)
allison.1@opc.org
Presbytery of Michigan and Ontario (Indiana [northern counties],
lower Michigan, Ontario)
Rev. Kenneth A. Smith
7482 20th Ave., Jenison, MI 49428-7702
616/667-3559 (home), 616/457-0050 (office)
smith.3@opc.org
Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic (District of Columbia, Maryland,
northern Virginia)
Rev. Stuart R. Jones
6508 Langdale Rd., Rosedale, MD 21237
410/866-2529
jones.1@opc.org
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Presbytery of the Midwest (Illinois, Iowa [except Lyon, Sioux, Osceola, and
O’Brien Counties], upper Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri [except Cass,
Clay, Jackson, and Platte Counties], Wisconsin)
Rev. Christian M. McShaffrey
248 Myrtle St., Reesburg, WI 53959
608/524-5856
mcshaffrey.1@opc.org
Presbytery of New Jersey (New Jersey, Puerto Rico)
Mr. Jon W. Stevenson
2206 New Jersey Ave., North Wildwood, NJ 08260
609/522-5616
stevenson.1@opc.org
Presbytery of New York and New England (Massachusetts, Maine, New
Hampshire, New York [north of Sullivan, Ulster, and Dutchess
Counties], Rhode Island, Vermont)
Rev. Stephen J. Tracey
664 South Union Road, Union,ME 04862
207/785-4566 (home), 207/594-2264 (office)
nyneclerk@ne.twcbe.com
Presbytery of Northern California and Nevada (California [north of the
northern borders of San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San Bernardino
Counties], Nevada)
Mr. Donald G. Jamieson
1813 Comstock Ln., San Jose, CA 95124-1705
408/265-3338 (home), 408/314-4288 (cell)
jamieson.1@opc.org
Presbytery of the Northwest (Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington)
Rev. Donald M. Poundstone
624 NE 63rdAve., Portland, OR 97213
503/234-0610
clerk@pnwopc.org
Presbytery of Ohio (Indiana [except northern counties], Kentucky [except
southeastern counties], Ohio, western Pennsylvania, West Virginia)
Rev. Everett C. DeVelde
5549 Georgetown Rd., Franklin, PA 16323-4913
814/518-7414 (home), 814/758-1432 (cell)
develde.1@opc.org

28

Presbytery of Philadelphia (Delaware, eastern Pennsylvania)
Rev. Thomas A. Foh
735 Rt. 115, Saylorsburg, PA 18353-7949
570/992-3152
foh.1@opc.org
Presbytery of the South (Alabama, Florida, southern Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, western Tennessee)
Rev. Jeffrey K. Boer
6270 W. 6th Ave., Hialeah, FL 33012-6529
305/821-0693 (home), 305/439-9694 (cell)
boer.1@opc.org
Presbytery of the Southeast (northern Georgia, southeastern Kentucky,
North Carolina, South Carolina, eastern Tennessee, southern Virginia,
Bermuda)
Rev. Hank L. Belfield
532 Vance Dr., Chilhowie, VA 24319
276/646-1296
belfield.1@opc.org
Presbytery of Southern California (Arizona, California [south of the northern
borders of San Luis Obispo, Kern, and San Bernardino Counties],
Hawaii)
Rev. William J. Gorell
10101 Cunningham Ave., Westminster, CA 92683-7001
714/531-9950 (office), 714/230-5449 (cell)
pscopc.sc@gmail.com
Presbytery of the Southwest (New Mexico, Oklahoma [except the northeast],
Texas)
Rev. Joseph A. Keller
949 Dunkirk Lane, Arlington, TX 76017-6560
214/293-7820 (cell)
keller.4@opc.org
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Appendix 2:

Sources of Further Information
A great deal of information about the OPC can be found on the OPC
website (www.opc.org), including, in downloadable digital form at no
charge, a growing number of the publications listed below.
The following publications (and other literature) may be ordered from
the Committee on Christian Education at CCEsec@opc.org or 215/8300900 (to be billed). The books and booklets (and other resources) may be
ordered on the OPC website (store.opc.org) using a credit card. Minimum
order $5.00. Free shipping on orders of $35.00 or more. Prices may change.
New Horizons in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church — free monthly
denominational magazine; $20/year requested from nonOPC subscribers in the U.S.; $40/year required from overseas
subscribers ($30 in Canada); also available as a free e-mail
attachment; downloadable in PDF, ePub, and Mobi formats
Get to Know Us Better — leaflet about the OPC, available in packets of
100 for $10 or 1,000 for $80
Conózcanos mejor — 10¢ leaflet about the OPC (Spanish version of
Get to Know Us Better)
Why Join a Church? — 75¢ booklet; 50¢ per copy for 10 or more
The Book of Church Order of the OPC — includes the Form of
Government, the Book of Discipline, and the Directory for the
Public Worship of God; $10.00 hardback (241 pages)
The Confession of Faith and Catechisms of the OPC with Proof Texts —
the (Westminster) Confession of Faith, the Larger Catechism,
and the Shorter Catechism, with proof texts written out and a
Scripture index; $12.00 hardback (462 pages)
What Is the OPC? — $1.50 booklet; $1.00 per copy for orders of 25 or
more; one free copy when requested by non-OPC members
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Welcome to the OPC — shorter version of What Is the OPC? $1.25
booklet; $1.00 per copy for orders of 10 or more; one free copy
when requested by non-OPC members
What Is the Reformed Faith? — $1.50 booklet; $1.00 per copy for
orders of 25 or more; one free copy when requested by nonOPC members
Why Does the OPC Baptize Infants? — $1.00 booklet; 75¢ per copy for
orders of 10 or more
The following free publications may be ordered from the Committee
on Home Missions at 215/830-0900 or ophomemissions@opc.org and are
available at chmce.org:
Home Missions Today (a biweekly newsletter)
Planting an Orthodox Presbyterian Church (a manual)
The following publications may be ordered (postpaid) from the stated
clerk of the OPC at 215/830-0900 or statedclerk@opc.org:
Directory — free listing of all churches and ministers in the OPC
(annual editions; directory of churches kept current on website)
Minutes of the General Assembly — $15.00 annual publication
		
Great Commission Publications (3640 Windsor Park Drive, Suwanee,
GA 30024-3897), the joint publishing arm of the OPC and the Presbyterian
Church in America, sells the materials listed below and much more. Call
toll-free 800/695-3387 to ask for a catalogue or order material. For more
information and/or to order online, go to www.gcp.org.
The Book of Church Order of the OPC
The Confession of Faith and Catechisms of the OPC with Proof Texts
The Westminster Standards [text only]
The Westminster Confession of Faith with a Parallel Modern English
Study Version
Trinity Hymnal
Sunday school and VBS materials

31

The following publications are sold by the Committee for the Historian.
For information and/or to order online, go to www.opc.org/historian.html.
Orders may also be placed at 215/830-0900 or bookorders@opc.org. There
is an additional charge for shipping. (Prices may change.)
The Presbyterian Conflict, by Edwin H. Rian — paperback, $5.00
Lest We Forget: A Personal Reflection on the Formation of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church, by Robert K. Churchill — paperback, $2.00
Fighting the Good Fight: A Brief History of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, by D. G. Hart and John Muether — paperback, $5.00
Between the Times: The Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Transition,
1945–1990, by D. G. Hart — hardback, $10.00
J. Gresham Machen: A Biographical Memoir, by Ned B. Stonehouse —
hardback, $10.00
Confident of Better Things: Essays Commemorating Seventy-five Years of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, edited by John R. Muether and
Danny E. Olinger — hardback, $12.00
For a Testimony, by Bruce Hunt — paperback, $5.00
History for a Pilgrim People: The Historical Writings of Charles
Dennison, edited by Danny E. Olinger and David K. Thompson
— hardback, $5.00
The Orthodox Presbyterian Church: A Video History — DVD, $15.00
Minutes of the General Assembly of the OPC, 1936–2004 — two CDs,
$15.00
A Ministerial Register of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 1936–2011,
compiled by James T. Dennison, Jr., revised by Linda Porter Foh
— paperback, $10.00
The God-Breathed Scripture, by Edward J. Young (foreword by
Richard B. Gaffin, Jr.) — paperback, $5.00
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Appendix 3:

The Churches of the OPC
Churches and home mission works (including a few incipient works) of
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (as of July 2013) are located in the states
and communities listed below. For Canada and Puerto Rico, see the end of
the list. For the latest information about these and newly forming works, see
the online directory at www.opc.org/directory.html.
Alabama:

Birmingham, Huntsville (Madison), Mobile

Alaska:

Wasilla

Arizona:

Concho, Cottonwood, Phoenix, Prescott, Tucson

California:

Anaheim, Berkeley, Big Bear Lake, Bonita, Capistrano
Beach, Carson, Chula Vista, Costa Mesa, Escondido,
Garden Grove, Goleta, Hanford, Hughson, La Mirada,
Long Beach, Modesto, Monterey Bay (Castroville),
Novato, Oxnard, Pittsburg, Redding, Redlands (Moreno
Valley), Roseville, San Francisco, San Jose (2), San
Marcos, Santa Maria, Sonora, South San Francisco,
Sunnyvale, Temecula, Torrance, Westminster (2:
English, Vietnamese)

Colorado:

Broomfield, Calhan, Castle Rock, Denver (2), Fort
Collins

Connecticut:

Hamden

Delaware:

Middletown, Wilmington

Florida:

Bradenton, Fort Lauderdale, Fort Pierce, Gainesville,
Hialeah, Key West, Lake Worth, Naples, Niceville,
Ocala, Orlando, Oviedo, Pensacola, Saint Augustine,
Tallahassee

Georgia:

Atlanta (Doraville), LaGrange, Royston, Woodstock
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Hawaii:

Pearl City

Idaho:

Arco, Boise, Idaho Falls

Illinois:

Chicago, Crystal Lake, Grayslake, Hanover Park,
Indian Head Park, Momence, New Lenox, Orland Park,
Rockford, Springfield, Sugar Grove, Wheaton

Indiana:

Sheridan, Walkerton

Iowa:

Cedar Falls, Davenport, Des Moines, Pella

Kansas:

Caney, Overland Park

Kentucky:

Neon

Louisiana:

Natchitoches, Pineville

Maine:

Bangor, Bridgton, Brunswick, Bucksport, Limington,
Portland (2: English, Sudanese), Rockport, Skowhegan

Maryland:

Clarksville, Columbia, Elkton, Frederick, Lanham, Saint
Mary’s County (California), Silver Spring

Massachusetts:

Fall River, Ipswich, Lowell (Portuguese), Newton
Center, North Andover, Upton, West Barnstable

Michigan:

Ada, Brighton, Central Lake, Coopersville, Farmington
Hills, Fremont, Gowen, Grand Rapids (2: one
in Wyoming), Hillsdale, Holland, Hudsonville,
Kalamazoo, Kentwood, Lansing, Manistee, Metamora,
Rockford, Southfield

Minnesota:

Brainerd, Saint Paul

Missouri:

Doniphan, St. Charles, St. Louis

Nebraska:

Lincoln

Nevada:

Battle Mountain, Sparks

New Hampshire:

Dover, Jaffrey, Manchester

New Jersey:

Bellmawr, Brick, Bridgeton, Cherry Hill, Elmer
(Pole Tavern), Fair Lawn, Hackettstown, Hamilton
Township (Trenton), Mantua (Glassboro), Medford,
North Wildwood, Pennsville, Phillipsburg (2), Ringoes,
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Somerset, Vineland, West Collingswood, Westfield,
Whippany, Wildwood
New Mexico:

Albuquerque, Rio Rancho

New York:

Amsterdam, Bohemia, Franklin Square, Huntington,
Lisbon, Mount Vernon, New York City (Queens),
Rochester (2), Schenectady, Syracuse

North Carolina:

Cary, Charlotte, Etowah, Gastonia, Greensboro,
Hickory, Matthews, Mount Airy, New Bern, Raleigh,
Wilmington

North Dakota:

Carson, Fargo

Ohio:

Columbus, Dayton (2: one in Vandalia), Huron,
Mansfield, Mayfield Village, Mount Vernon, Pataskala

Oklahoma:

Bartlesville, Norman, Tulsa

Oregon:

Bend, Corvallis, Grants Pass, Medford, Newberg,
Portland, Roseburg

Pennsylvania:

Allentown, Ambler, Carlisle, Danville, Easton,
Fawn Grove, Franklin, Gettysburg, Glenside, Grove
City, Harrisville, Hatboro, Hollidaysburg, Indiana,
Lansdowne, Mansfield, Middletown, Mifflinburg, Moon
Township (Coraopolis), Oxford, Perkasie, Philadelphia
(4: English, Indonesian), Pittsburgh, Pulaski, Reading
(Sinking Spring), Reeders, Sewickley, State College,
Williamsport (2), Windber

Rhode Island:

Barrington

South Carolina:

Greenville

South Dakota:

Bancroft, Freeman, Hamill, Volga, Winner

Tennessee:

Chattanooga, Collierville, Maryville, Silver Point

Texas:

Abilene, Amarillo, Austin (Pflugerville), Bedford (Mid
Cities), Dallas, Fort Worth, Garland, Jersey Village
(Houston Northwest), Kingwood (Houston North),
Longview, San Antonio (2), Tyler

Utah:

Ogden, Salt Lake City
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Vermont:

Barre

Virginia:

Charlottesville, Chilhowie, Fredericksburg, Leesburg,
Lynchburg, Purcellville, Roanoke, Staunton, Sterling,
Vienna

Washington:

Bothell, Colville, Kennewick, Kent, Lynnwood, Monroe,
Mount Vernon, Oak Harbor, Olympia, Port Angeles,
Seattle

West Virginia:

Huntington, Morgantown

Wisconsin:

Appleton (Neenah), Cedar Grove, Eau Claire, Green
Bay, Hammond, Janesville, Madison, Menomonee
Falls, Morgan Siding (Gresham), New Berlin, Oostburg,
Reedsburg, Sheboygan, Zoar

Wyoming

Lander-Riverton

Canada:

Alberta: Airdrie
Ontario: Beamsville, London, Meaford, Sheffield

Puerto Rico:

San Juan (2: Spanish)
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Appendix 4:

How to Join the OPC
If you are an individual or a family …
We invite you to get to know us better by visiting one of our churches.
Members are received into our local churches by the session (consisting
of the ministers and ruling elders). After hearing of your desire to join the
church, the session will meet with you to learn of your faith in Christ.
You may become a communicant member of an Orthodox Presbyterian
church in one of three ways:
1. By transferring your membership from another approved
denomination (a church of like faith and practice),
2. By reaffirming your faith in Christ to the session, or
3. By professing your faith in Christ for the first time as the session
meets with you.
You will be asked to give your assent to the following five questions
before the congregation:
1. Do you believe the Bible, consisting of the Old and New
Testaments, to be the Word of God, and its doctrine of salvation to be the
perfect and only true doctrine of salvation?
2. Do you believe in one living and true God, in whom eternally there
are three distinct persons—God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit—who are the same in being and equal in power and glory,
and that Jesus Christ is God the Son, come in the flesh?
3. Do you confess that because of your sinfulness you abhor and
humble yourself before God, that you repent of your sin, and that you
trust for salvation not in yourself but in Jesus Christ alone?
4. Do you acknowledge Jesus Christ as your sovereign Lord, and do
you promise that, in reliance on the grace of God, you will serve him with
all that is in you, forsake the world, resist the devil, put to death your
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sinful deeds and desires, and lead a godly life?
5. Do you promise to participate faithfully in this church’s worship
and service, to submit in the Lord to its government, and to heed its
discipline, even in case you should be found delinquent in doctrine or life?

If you are a group of families or a congregation …
You should contact the stated clerk of the presbytery for the region
in which your group or church is located. (For a list of presbyteries and
their regional jurisdictions, see appendix 1.) He will be able to make
arrangements for you to meet with presbytery representatives with whom
you may explore the process of becoming a congregation or a mission work
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. The membership requirements are
the same as those for individual membership, listed above.
The presbytery will want to know that your official documents will
relate your group or congregation to the doctrinal standards of the OPC (the
Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the documents
in The Book of Church Order). In addition, they will want to know that your
pastor and your elders are committed to the Lord Jesus Christ, to the
Reformed faith, and to the presbyterian form of church government.
Pastors and ruling elders will be examined as to their qualifications
and will be required to give their assent to the following questions, among
others:
1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be
the Word of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice?
2. Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith and
Catechisms of this Church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in
the Holy Scriptures?
3. Do you approve of the government, discipline, and worship of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church?
4. Do you promise subjection to your brethren in the Lord? (Ruling
elders: Do you promise to seek the purity, the peace, and the unity of the
church?)
At a service of recognition and installation, the congregation will be
required to respond affirmatively to this question:
In reliance upon God for strength do you solemnly promise to walk

38

together as a church of Jesus Christ according to the Word of God and the
constitution of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church?
Then the officers of the congregation will be ordained (if necessary) and
installed in the usual manner.

If you are a minister of the gospel …
You should contact the stated clerk of the presbytery for the region in
which you currently live or minister (see appendix 1). He will be able to help
you to make arrangements to meet with presbytery representatives with
whom you may explore the process of becoming a ministerial member of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. They will need to inquire concerning your
educational and ministerial credentials. In addition to other requirements,
you will be asked to stand before the presbytery for an oral examination
of your theological beliefs and of your commitment to the Confession of
Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the documents in The Book of
Church Order. You will be asked to give your assent to the questions put to all
ministers of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, as given above.
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