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With foes on every hand, around us and

within; with dark clouds of yet unknown

potency for harm forming on the horizon;

we dare not put our trust in human help

or in the human. will, but only in the grace ~

and power of God. We must take the stand-
I

point of the Reformed Faith, and say with

the Psalmist: "My soul,. wait thou only'

upon God; for my expectation is from

Him. He only is my rock and my salva

tion; He is my defense: I shall not be

moved. In God is my salvation (tnd glory;

the rock of my strength and my.refuge is

in God."
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"If Ye Love Me"

PE RHAPS the greatest indication of
our love for someone is our doing that

which we know will please that one.
When Dick came home from the South
Pacific, he found a luscious coconut cake
awaiting him. Mother had been to ten
stores before she found a coconut. She and
Dad had skimped on sugar until it actually
hurt! Why? Dick had always been par
ticularly partial to coconut cake. They
loved their Dick and wanted to do for him
that which they knew would please him.

As Christians we want to do that which
will please our beloved Lord and Saviour.
If this is not true of us, we had better
examine ourselves to make sure that we
do love Him and 'do belong to Him.

But how can we know what will please
Him? "If ye love me, keep my command
ments." This is the answer. God has given
us commandments in His Holy Word
concerning the pattern for our conduct.
One of the purposes of these command
ments is to point out to us the way in
which we should walk in order to be pleas
ing to God.

Would that these commandments were
burned into our hearts! Would that we
lived them! Then indeed we would demon
strate to God, and to the world as well,
that we loved the one who died for us.

THINK ON THESE THINGS
1. In the Ten Commandments, God

has summarized His commands to us. Can
anyone keep perfectly these command
ments? Then why were they given?

2. Do you know the Ten Command
ments by heart? If not, turn to Exodus' zo
and learn them! Remember, it is by hiding
God's Word in our hearts that we are
kept from sinning against Him.

3. Have you ever learned the questions
in the Shorter Catechism which give such
excellent expositions of the Ten Com
mandments (42-81)? If not, why not
secure a Shorter Catechism and look them
up. They may be secured from the Com
mittee on Christian Education for four
cents each!

days of thy yonth."

GUARDIAN

Machen Leagnes' Clinic

CASE 1

SYMPTOMS: Slim attendance, lack of
enthusiasm, no new faces, vacant chairs.

TREATMENT: This indicates a serious
ailment and a difficult one to cure. The
patient must have, to begin with, a really
serious desire to be cured and must bc
willing to exert a great deal of effort to
ward recovery. The following treatment
is prescribed:

1. Be sure the meetings are worth com
ing to. This means interesting topics, pref
erably following some series (such as the
one on "The Christian Life," issued by
the Christian Education Committee). The
speakers should be well prepared. The
singing should be spirited with a good
leader in charge. There should be variety
in the meetings--quizes, object talks, etc.

2. The meetings should be well adver
tised by enthusiastic members. Try plan
ning your meetings a month or two in
advance and then having mimeographed
programs made up attractively, giving
topics and speakers. Then station someone
at the church door every Sunday morning
to give out these programs to all the young
people as they leave.

3. Go after absentees. Appoint some
one to send a card, or to phone or visit
each absentee during the week after his
absence.

4. Lure outsiders by weekday events.
Plan socials that really have zip! Consult
a good game book or party book and go
to a lot of trouble to plan an unusual
event. Then advertise it well with clever
invitations. Ask your pastor for a list of
names of young people to whom you
might send one. Talk it up. Then, when
you get them there, take a few minutes
for a devotional time and give an invita
tion to attend the Sunday meetings.

5. Pray! This applies to members in
their homes as well as to the assembled
group. Try having a pre-meeting prayer
group for those who are interested. "The
effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much." This verse applies to
your situation.
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H APPY Birthday to us! Yes, we of the
. Youth Center are just a year old this

month. It has been a happy year. Letters
have been encouraging. It has been no task
at all to secure pictures to use each month.
Somehow it has all seemed very worth
while. Whenever I think of those three
eirls who memorized the' entire book of
Philippians, I breathe a prayer of thanks
to God for the opportunity He gave of
fostering such an activity as that.

But here we are on our first birthday,
with no picture for this month and none
in prospect for the months to come! We
look something like a birthday cake with
no candles, don't we? What is the matter?
Don't you young people like the picture
idea? If you do, it is up to you to continue
it. The next time your group goes swim
ming or skating or hiking or anything
else, take a picture and send it in with a
write-up, We'll all be interested in see
ing it.

How are the poems coming along? I had
hoped to have the prizes to encourage you.
But though I've haunted the book stores,
I have not decided on just the right three.
They must be extra special, you see! The
rules for the contest appear in the Decem
ber '25th GUARDIAN, in case you missed
them. To remind you, the poems to be
submitted are original poems on the theme
"The Resurrection of Christ:' They are
to. be postmarked no later than March
25; 1946.'

God has given His children a variety of
. talents. Some of you can memorize well.
But we are "not all Dorothy Partingtons
or Lucile Ramishes or Mildred Dyers.
Some of you have received of the Lord
the gift of writing, ofpresenting beautiful
thoughts in beautiful words. If God has
given you this talent, here is a way of
using it to His glory. Get out your trusty
pen right now!

If you are just not good at that sort of
thing at all; don't be discouraged. We
have other contests up our sleeve that will
interest you! •
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Letters to a Boy About to Euter High School

Science and Evolution
By the REV. EDWARD J. YOUNG, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Old Testament in West:plinstcr Theological ~eminary

PART ONE

DEAR Tom:
Rive you ever considered how the

world came into existence? Have you
ever wondered how the world and the
stars above began? Of course you
have been to church and heard your
minister preach upon the first verse
of the Bible. You have also attended
your catechism classes very faithfully
and heard your minister teach about
creation. But have you ever asked
yourself why we should believe the
Bible? Have you every really pondered
what the Bible means when it says that
God created the heaven and the
earth?

The Bible is God's Word. In olden
times God spoke to holy men and
these men wrote down exactly what
God wanted them to write. At the
same time, they wrote as men, and we
can even recognize their individual
styles in their writings. Do not Paul's
writings, for example, differ from those
of John? The Bible, then, is a very
remarkable Book. Although it was
written by holy men, such as Moses
and Paul and Peter, nevertheless, at
the same time, it is God's very Word.
We know that it is God's Word, be
cause, in the heart of every believer in
Jesus, God has placed a conviction
that the Bible is from Him. You will
better understand this fact when you
have attended your catechism classes
longer and your minister explains to
you more about the witness which the
Holy Spirit bears to His people that
the Bible is His. Meanwhile, remem
ber this fact. God says that the Bible
is His. Furthermore, it is from the
Bible and the Bible alone that we
learn about God and Christ. There is
real reason for believing that the Bible
is truly from God. But I know-and
thank God-that you too believe the .
Bible is God's Word. Therefore, when
you read the Bible, remember that it is

.as though you hear the very voice of
God.

Now the Bible declares that God
created all things. God Himself was
not created. He is everlasting. All
things except God had a beginning.

THIS is the first in a series of nine
articles prepared by Dr. Young.

They take the form of letters to a
young high school student, and seek to
set forth, in simple language, some
basic facts and principles which the
young Christian student who is begin
ning the study of science should keep
in mind.

There was a time when they were not.
How did God create, you ask? The
Bible says that He spoke, and things
came into existence. This does not
mean that God created the universe
out of something that was already
there. Most certainly not! Nor does it
mean that He created the universe
from a part of Himself. No, He
simply spoke and so brought into exist
ence what previously had not existed.
No man can tell you how God did
this. We human beings cannot create.
Only God can create. You see, God
is not like us. He can do all things;
He has all power; He knows all things.
Learn to love and adore God. Think
much about Him. Read-better, study
-all that the Bible says about Him.
He is a wondrous God, and what He
does passes our comprehension.

If anyone asks you how all things
began, tell him that God brought all
things into being. It is because of Him
that they exist, and for His glory.
Don't you see how reasonable this

Alumni
Homeeoming

AU alumni and their wives
are invited to Westminster

Seminary on Tuesday, Febru
ary 5, 1946, for the annual
homecoming. Addresses will be
delivered by the Rev. Professor
John Murray and by the Rev.
A. K. Davison, S.T.D., pastor of
the Covenant Orthodox Presby
terian Church of East Orange,
New Jersey.

teaching is? It really gives an explana
tion of how things began-an explana
tion that satisfies.

There is something else in the first
chapter of Genesis which you should
note. It is that little phrase "after its
kind." Open your Bible to the first
chapter of Genesis and you will see
that these words occur nine times.
Now, it is quite important to under
stand what the Bible means by this
phrase. In verse twelve we read, "And
the earth brought forth grass and herb
yielding seed after his kind, and the
tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in
itself, after his kind: .and God saw
that it was good." The meaning is
clear .enough, is it not? It means that
the herbs of the field will always pro
duce herbs of the same kind as them
selves; the fruit trees will always
produce fruit trees of the same kind as
themselves; birds will always produce
birds of the same kind as themselves,
and men will alwaysproduce men.

You will understand the phrase
better if we consider what it does not
mean. It does not mean that a bird
might produce a fish. It means, that
an eagle must always give birth to an
eagle, a salmon to a salmon, a horse
to a horse and a man to a man. To this
rule there are really no exceptions.
This is the way that God intended His
creatures to multiply upon the earth,
and this is the way in which they do
multiply. A fruit tree always produces
a fruit tree; a man always produces a
man. In all the history of the earth
there has never been a real exception.

Lastly, I want to say that you may
believe Genesis. It is true; it is accu
rate; it is scientific. There never has
been produced one fact-not even one
fact-to show that Genesis one con
tains error. Scientific theories change
all the time, but throughout the ages,
not even one fact has been produced
which has shown the first chapter of
Genesis to be in error. The reason for
this is obvious. The first chapter of
Genesis consists of information which
was given us by Someone -whe really
knows-it is God's Word.

Sincerely,
YOUR UNCLE JOE
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Waiter Fairbairn

WALTER FAIRBAIRN, senior
elder in the First Orthodox Pres

byterian Church of San Francisco,
died on December 30th. He was loved
and admired by all the members and
friends of the church-as well as by a
host of others.

He was born in Scotland in 1877.
For the past twenty years he had been
an elder in Presbyterian churches. His
first eleven years after leaving Scotland
were spent in Canada, where he be
longed to the First Presbyterian
Church of Swift Current, Sask., and
later to the First Presbyterian Church
of Victoria, B. C. In 1923 he moved
with his family to San Francisco, and
entered the Old Westrninster Pres
byterian Church. When the First
Orthodox Presbyterian Church was
formed under the ministry of the Rev.
Robert L. Atwell, Mr. Fairbairn be
came its first elder. He was deeply in
terested in the work, and did much to
support it. He was on the building
committee for the procuring of a new
place of worship a year ago. He also
had charge of all missionary moneys
for the committees on missions.

Mr. Fairbairn was ever faithful, and
wiII be sorely missed by all. His heart
was with The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church as a movement, and in par
ticular with the work in San Francisco.

(NOTE: A recent telegram from
Mr. Duff stated that work was author
ized in Assab on the Red Sea and at
Ghinda in the highlands on the road
between Massaua and Asmara. The
Mahaffys have been moved to Assab
and the Stantons have moved to
Arafalo for the winter to the station
that was established last year by Mr.
Duff. The Duffs wiII probably move
to Ghinda, since their work among
the Tigrinya-speaking Coptic Chris
tians in Senafe has been banned.)

hope it will not be long before our
church can send the missionaries to
occupy these fields. If the Tigre work
opens, we will probably try to open
that first. We will have to decide who
will go there, but it wiII probably be .
either the Duffs or my wife and I.

The Rev. Charles E. Stanton and
family are moving to Arafalo next
week. Everyone is now well here on
the field. I trust you are the same.

it very strange that there should be
any objection to the Coptic work.
And the major-I believe he is
Political Secretary in Asmara-saw no
reason why there should be objection
to work in Massaua. In fact, he
thought that as good or better than
Ghinda. These officials don't agree
very much on these matters, but ex
pect that permission wiII be given for
work among the Tigre people around
Ghinda. Ghinda is probably one of
the best centers of Tigre work and is
very well located. And, once we get
a start there, I am sure it wiII be only
a matter of time before we can work
in Massaua as well. But, even apart
from Massaua, there is a very large
field to work in. The major in
Massaua said he thought there would
be no objection to permission for other
workers to come to help occupy the
Tigre and Dankil fields, if permission
is granted' for that work. So, although
the Tigrinya door is closed, it appears
that other doors will be open here,
And I do not think the Tigrinya work
wiII be closed permanently.

We are still awaiting word regarding
permission for work in the highlands
among the Saho people. Captain Peale
told us he would confer with Nasir
Pasha and Ali Bey and others and try
to learn their reaction. If he felt that
there would be no serious repercus
sions from evangelistic work among
them, he would give a favorable
recommendation to the Brigadier
General regarding our work here. Mr.
Duff talked to Captain Peale on the
phone yesterday. He said he had
written the letter to Asmara regarding
our work. He did not say whether it
was favorable or unfavorable, but only
that he had carefully considered thc
matter and was satisfied in his own
mind 'about it. We trust that it wiII
be favorable and that the General wiII
support it.

At present, we hardly know what to
expect. We hope for permission to
live and work with these Saho peo
ple in the highlands, as well as at
Arafalo. We also hope for permission
to work at Ghinda and to open a work
among the Dankil people. But, as yet,
we do not have permission for any of
that. If that permission is given, we
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A Lettee from the REV. FRANCIS E. MAHAFFY

News From Eritrea

I BELIEVE that the Rev. Clarence
W. -Duff wrote you a short time

ago regarding our present status here,
especially in regard to the Tigrinya
work. However, I thought I'd write
now to post you on the more recent
developments.

Last week Mr. Duff and I made :1

trip to Asmara and down to Massaua
and stopped at Ghinda and Embat
kalla, two villages between Asmara
and Massaua. We had an appoint
ment with Major D'avery, the
SCAO of the Massaua district. Since
the Tigrinya work has been closed,
we were seeking permission to open
work among the Tigre people. We
asked first for permission to work in
the city of Massaua, hoping to work
there seasonably and in the highlands
probably near Ghinda.

The major informed us that he was,
definitely opposed to any Christian
missionary work in the city of
Massaua. He said that when the
officials in Asmara mentioned to him
our desires, he met with all the
Moslem chieftains in Massaua the
night before we arrived. He presented
to them our desire to evangelize them
and he said they were unanimously
opposed to it. And since the Moslem
chiefs do not want their people con
verted to Christianity, he wiII oppose
our working in Massaua.

After considerable discussion on
that matter and on the principles of
religious liberty, we asked him if he
would have the same objection to a
work in Ghinda. He said that had not
entered his mind, but that offhand
he thought that would be quite all
right. However, he would think it
over and talk it over with the Brigadier
General and others in Asmara before
he gave any final decision. He also
said that he thought it quite all right
to open work among the Dankil peo
ples, but he would also wish to con
sult the CAO there before making a
final decision. We are awaiting word
regarding that any day now. .

It strikes me as a very odd pro
cedure to call a meeting of the
Moslem chiefs to find out if they
would object to evangelistic work
among their people. He and two other
officers with whom we talked thought
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The Letter and the Spirit
A Sermon Preached on February 24, 1924, in the First Presbyterian Church, Princeton, N. J.

By the REV. J. GRESHAM MACHEN, D.D., uun,

which His people were required to
obey. Only, Paul believed that those
ceremonial commands were intended
by God to be temporary; they were
intended to be preparatory to the com-
ing of Christ. '

It does not follow that, because a
command was later abrogated or sup
plemented by God, therefore it had
never been a command of God at all.
If your father tells you to chop up the
wood that is in the woodpile, that
does not mean that you are to con
tinue to chop wood to the end of
time. You are not disobeying your
father if you quit when the job is done.
So God commanded His people to be
separate from other nations. In New
Testament times that middle wall of
partition was broken down. But that
did not mean that the previous com
mand had not under the old dispensa
tion been valid. The truth is that the
historic and progressive character of
God's commands is at this point ig
nored just by those who make most of
the idea of progress.

Jesus and His apostles were con
scious of standing at the threshold of
a new age-a new age which was to be
ushered in, or had been ushered in, by
an event. If they regarded require
ments of the ceremonial law as no
longer valid, or if they supplemented
even the "moral" law, as it is set forth
in the Old Testament, by higher com
mands, that means not that they rec
ognized a general.right of man as man
to take God's law with a grain of salt,
but that they had a tremendous con
sciousness of special divine authority
as those who were to usher in a new
dispensation of God. When Jesus con
trasted with what had been said to
men of old time His own tremendous
"But I say unto you," that does not
mean at all that He held a modern low
view of the truth of the Old Testa
ment Scripture or a modern subjec
tive notion of law as merely imposed
for convenience by man upon himself;
but it involves a tremendous assertion
of His own unique divine authority
His authority to change what had
been intended for one dispensation
into what was intended for another.
Jesus claimed the right to legislate

have been many excellent expositions
of his letters by men who hardly be
lieve a word of what he says. There are
two ways of being a good interpreter
of Paul: one way is to be yourself in
sympathy with Paul and hold the same
opimons as his; the other way is to
care so little about his teaching for
yourself that you are able to present it
as it is without testing it by your own
likes or dislikes. But the attempt to
find in Paul a type of religion dia
metrically opposite to his is of course
the ruin of exegesis. So it is when Paul
is being treated as though he were an
adherent of that non-redemptive, op
timistic religion of humanity which is
so popular today.

"The letter killeth, but the Spirit
giveth life"-these words are con
stantly being used to justify all kinds of
crassly un-Pauline notions. They are
being interpreted, in particular, as in
dicating that Paul took the law of God
with a grain of salt, or as though he
meant that the Old Testament were
not true ,throughout, but that one
should get just the general religious
teaching of it and be content' with
that. Such an interpretation involves a
complete abandonment of historical
method. Do not think that the rejec
tion of it is any mark of "conservatism"
in theology or the like; the great radi
cals are fully agreed with us in their
representation of Paul's attitude toward
the truth of the Scriptures. They hold
that Paul accepted the Scriptures as
true, though they believe that he was
wrong in doing so; we hold that he
accepted the Scriptures as true and
was right in doing so: but both of us
are fully agreed in holding that Paul
did accept the Scriptures as true. We
differ about the value of his teaching;
but we agree at this point about what
his teaching was.

Paul is not in this verse contrasting
the spirit of the law with the letter of
the law; he certainly does not mean
that the law of Moses was not literally
valid. On the contrary, he plainly be
lieved that the ceremonial require
ments of the law were just as divine
as what we should call the "moral"
requirements; they were commands
which God issued to His people and

"The letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth
life" (II Cor. 3:6).

TH IS is perhaps the most frequently
misused utterance in the Bible.vIt

is true, it has in this respect much
competition. Many phrases in the New
Testament are being used today to
mean almost their exact opposite, as
for example when the words, "God in
Christ," and the like, are made to be
the expression of the vague pantheism
so popular just now, or as when the
entire gospel of redemption is regarded
as a mere symbol of an optimistic
view of man against which that doc
trine was in reality a stupendous pro
test. One is reminded constantly at
the present time of the way in which
the Gnostics of the second century
used Pauline texts to support their
thoroughly un-Pauline systems. The
historical method of study, in America
at least, is very generally being aban
doned; and the New Testament writers
are being made to say anything that
twentieth-century readers could have
wished them to say.

This abandonment of scientific his
torical method, which appears in
particularly crass form in Professor
Goodspeed's translation of the great
Pauline passages regarding justification,
is a peculiar phenomenon, since it is
practised just by those who are most
contemptuous of anything that smacks
of the past. If there is anything in
which modern scholarship has prided
itself, it is the method of interpreta
tion which distinguishes sharply what
we should have said from what an
ancient writer actually did say. Like
other things which modern men de
light to honor, that method has a long
name applied to it-it is called "gram
matico-historical exegesis." That is a
long name for a very simple thing; it

, simply means that, in interpreting an
ancient author, we ought to divest
ourselves so far as possible of our own
habits of thought and look upon the
world for the moment with the an-'
cient author's eyes. The question
whether, after we have done that, we
shall accept as true what the ancient
author says is quite a distinct question.
And so, when it comes to Paul, there
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for the kingdom of God. But that
claim is altogether misunderstood and
vilified if it is extended to man as
man. In reality it involves not a mere
assertion of the rights of man as man
but a stupendous assertion of Jesus'
rights as the Son of God. And so it is
also with the authority of the apostles.
That authority did not belong to
them, as Jesus' authority had belonged
to Him, in their own right; they could
never have set over against God's law,
any "But I say unto you" of their
own, as Jesus had done. But they did
possess an authority delegated to them
by Jesus, and in the plentitude of that
apostolic authority they wrote.

Thus if Paul for his converts re
jected circumcision and the ceremonial
law, that does not mean at all that he
was merely following the "spirit" of
the Old Testament law as distin
guished from its "letter"-the dis
tinction is modern and un-Pauline
but it means that the great redeeming
act of Christ's death to which the old
dispensation had been preparatory and
toward which the ceremonial law had
looked-that that great act according
to Paul had now been accomplished
and a new and higher dispensation
had been ushered in. The period of
childhood was over, and the period of
evangelical freedom had come.

But in our verse, Paul is not think
ing specially of the ceremonial law
at all. The law of which he speaks is
the whole law of God, and he is
thinking of it specially in its highest
moral aspects in which it is valid be
yond the end of time. The contrast
between letter and Spirit is not a con
trast between one aspect of the law
and another aspect, but it is a con
trast between the whole law of God
on the one side and something that is
not law at all on the other. Paul is
not contrasting the letter of law with
the spirit of the law, but he is con
trasting the law of God with the
Spirit of God.

The law, Paul means, is, as law,
external; it is God's holy will to which
we must conform. But it contains in
itself no promise of its fulfillment; it
is one thing to have the law written,
and quite another thing to have it
obeyed; in fact, because of the sinful
ness of our hearts, because of the
power of the flesh, the recognition of
God's law only makes sin take on the
definite form of transgression, it only
makes sin more exceeding sinful. The
law of God was written on tables of

stone or on the rolls of the Old Testa
ment books, but it was quite a different
thing to get it written in the hearts
and lives of the people.

So it is today. The text is of very
wide application. The law of God is
"letter"; "it is a thing written external
to the hearts and lives of men. It is
written in the Old Testament; it is
written in the Sermon on the Mount;
it is written in the stupendous com
mand of love for God and one's neigh
bor; it is written in whatever way we
become conscious of the commands
of God. Do not think that such an
extension of the text involves the anti
historical modernizing which we have
just denounced; on the contrary it is
amply justified by the Epistles of Paul
themselves. "When the Gentiles,"
Paul says, "which have not the law,
do by nature the things contained in
the law, these, having not the law, are
a law unto themselves" (Rom. 2: 14) .
The Old Testament law is just a
clear, authentic expression of a law of
God under which all men stand.

And that law, according to Paul,
issues a dreadful, majestic sentence of
eternal death. "The soul that sinneth
it shall die." Not the hearer of the law
is justified, but the doer of it. And
alas, none are doers; all have sinned.
The law of God is holy and just and
good; it i~ inexorable, and we have
fallen under its just condemnation.

That is at bottom what Paul means
by "The letter killeth.' He does not
mean that attention to pedantic details
shrivels and deadens the soul. No
doubt that IS true, within certain
spheres; it is a useful thought. But it
is trivial indeed compared with what
Paul means. Something far more ma
jestic, far more terrible, is meant by
the Pauline phrase. The letter that
Paul means is the dreadful handwriting
of ordinances that was against us,
and the death with which it kills is
the eternal death of those who are
forever separated from God.

But that is not all of the text. The
letter killeth, Paul says, but the Spirit
maketh alive. There is no doubt about
what he means by "the Spirit." He
does not mean the spirit of the law as
contrasted with the letter; he cer
tainly does not mean the lax interpre
tation of God's commands which is
dictated by human lust or pride; he
certainly does not mean the spirit of
man. No real student of Paul has
doubted, so far as I know, but that he
means the Spirit of God. God's law
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brings eternal death because of sin;
but God's Spirit, shed abroad in the
heart, brings life. The thing that is
written killeth, but the Holy Spirit in
the heart gives life.

The contrast runs all through the
New Testament. Hopelessness under
the law is described in the seventh
chapter of Romans. "Oh wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?" But
this hopelessness is transcended by
the gospel. "I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord. . . . For the
law of the Spirit of life in Jesus Christ
hath made me free from the law of
sin and death." The law's sentence of
condemnation was borne for us by
Christ who suffered in our stead; the
handwriting of ordinances which was
against us-the dreadful "letter" of
which Paul speaks in our text-was
nailed to the Cross. We have a fresh
start in the path of God. And the
Spirit of God enters into our hearts
in the work of God's grace. The New
Testament deals with this work glori
ously from beginning to end. This
giving of life of which Paul speaks in
our text, is the new birth, the new
creation; it is Christ who liveth in us.
Here is the fulfillment of the great
prophecy of Jeremiah: "But this shall
be the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel; After those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my law in
their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts" (leI. 31: 33)' The law is no
longer for the Christian a command
which it is for him by his own strength
to obey, but its requirements are ful
filled through the mighty power of
the Holy Spirit. There is the glorious
freedom of the gospel. The gospel does
not abrogate God's law, but it makes
men love it with all their hearts.

How is it with you, my friends?
The law of God stands over against
you; you have offended against it in
thought, word and deed; its majestic
"letter" pronounces. a sentence of
death against your sin. Will you attain
a specious security by ignoring God's
law, and by taking refuge in an easy
law of your own devising? Or shall the
Lord Jesus as He is offered to you in
the gospel wipe out the sentence of
condemnation that was against you,
and shall the Holy Spirit write God's
law in your heart, and make you a doer
of the law and not a hearer only? So,
and so only, will the text be applied
to you: "The letter killeth, but the
Spirit giveth life."

I

I
J
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Here, in spite of the last sentence, is
the philosophy of Modernism out
spoken and unashamed. That our Lord
and the ~postie Paul should be ap
pealed to m support of such a philos
ophy is a wonder of modern exegesis!

The issue concerning union, there
fore, is not one of mere externals. Its
roots pierce into the rock foundations.
Whether union is consummated or
not, accordingly, the Southern Church,
along with Christendom the world
over, is facing a battle for its life. The
defeat of the union movement would
provide an occasion for profound
thanksgiving. But the war would not
be' over and the forces of orthodoxy
would have even greater campaigns
ahead.

But even a defeat in this battle con
cerning union would not spell final
defeat. For from such a defeat there
might well spring a new, invigorating
witness to the gospel of the grace of
God, unfettered by entangling alli
ances.

In the latter eventuality, it would
remain to be seen whether on this
continent those who truly cherish their
Presbyterian heritage, and are willing
to stand for it regardless of opposition,
will be able, without sacrifice of prin
ciple, to achieve a program of united
action far surpassing anything that this
land has seen. There would then' be a
real hope that from such a movement
there might develop eventually organic
union of the Presbyterian and Re
formed churches which stand four
square upon the Scriptures. That
would be a joyous consummation.

theological "standards," presbyteries some
times expel faithful ministers from the
church. Classifying Christians according to
their Christlikeness or unChristlikeness in
spirit, the Bible rules many out of the
Kingdom of God.The Presbyterian Church
says, "If you do not subscribe to our Con
fession of Faith, you cannot be an elder
or a deacon." Many centuries before that
Confession was written, the Head of the
church said, "Except ye take up your cross
and follow me, ye cannot be my disciples."
Some Protestants lay great stress upon the
"Five Points" of Calvinism, but fifteen
hundred years before Calvin's time the
apostle Paul singled out the one crucial
point in the Christian Creed, when he
wrote to the Romans, "If any man have
not .the Spirit of Christ, he is none of
his." Now, of course, "Spirit" is written
with a capital "S" but if we have the
Holy Spirit in our hearts, he will change
our characters, Christianize our disposi
tions and control our conduct.

Arguments divide; love unites. Measur
ing men by their adherence to certain

The Southern Presbyterian Journal,
the leader in the fight against union,
contends, on the otner hand, that the
basic issue is through and through doc
trinal. According to a recent editorial
in that paper, tne issue has been be
clouded by charges that the opponents
of union are, among other thmgs, con
troversialists, isolationists and unco
operative. These are stated to be so
many red herrings that are being
dragged across the trail; actually, the
issue is whether the Bible is' com
pletely trustworthy.

in this controversy within the
Southern Church, the debate has
turned, to a considerable extent,
around the question of the doctrinal
soundness or unsoundness or the
Northern Presbyterian Church. in
view ot our well-known position on
this subject, as set forth repeatedly in
our analysis of the doctrinal unfaith
fulness of that body, we need not in
dicate here why our sympathies are
co~pletely with the opponents of
union.

Ultimately, to be sure, the issue
before the Southern Church is not
that of the soundness of the Northern
Presbyterian Church but of its own
soundness. We would not claim that
all of the supporters of union share
the modernist position which has
gained control id the Northern
Church. Nevertheless, the vigor with
which many outspoken' advocates of
union have defended the Auburn
Affirmation, and in other ways have
espoused basic positions of Modern
Ism, is truly remarkable. It shows that
even more fundamental than the ques
tion of union is the question of the
division that exists within the South
ern Presbyterian Church, the division,
namely, between those who stoutly
affirm and defend the historic Re
formed Faith and those who openly
attack it or quietly disregard it in
their definitions of Christianity.

In the very number of The Presby
terian Outlook to which reference was
made above, a sermon is published in
which Christianity is defined in terms
of Christlikeness in a fashion that dis
plays the same modernist indifference
to doctrine that has been typical of
the leadership of the Northern Church.
The writer, a prominent minister,
says:
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I EDITORIAL

Is Reunion Near?

HOLM ES ROLSTON, a prominent
Southern Presbyterian church

man, writing editorially in The Pres
byterian Outlook for December 31st,
evaluates the prospects for the re
uriion of his church with the Presby
terian Church in the U.S.A. He states
that sentiment favorable to union is
growing rapidly within that body.
Even some of the opponents of union,
he says, have begun to feel that it is
inevitable. Indeed, it is claimed that
recent developments have brought
about a shift of strategy among these
opponents. Instead of striving to post
pone the decision indefinitely and if
possible to bring a halt to the nego
tiations, Dr. Rolston declares that they
are now pressing for a decision in the
hope that the union measure can still
be defeated now, recognizing that it
would be more difficult later.

If this analysis is correct, it indicates
that the cause of historic Presbyterian
ism, and indeed the cause of evangeli
cal Christianity, is facing another dis
tressing' crisis. The consummation of
that union would mean, in our judg
ment, another conspicuous triumph
for the forces of Modernism.

The friends of union in the South
ern Presbyterian Church, with whom
Dr. Rolston identifies himself, would
obviously not agree with our analysis.
On the contrary, they would regard it
as a great forward step in the progress
of the kingdom of God. They deny
that it is basically a question of Chris
tian faith. Rather than being a doc
trinal issue, it is said to be merely a
matter of Christian strategy.
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meaning of the last things, let him
focus their light upon the balance of
everyday affairs.

In the second place, the content of
a sermon or address is concerned, in
addition to the major items of the dis
course, with the trimmings, the fringes,
the braid and the lace which em
broider it. A dress is attractive, not
only for its material, but also for its
adornments. If the adornments of the
dress must stimulate the aesthetic
sense through the eye, .so the adorn
ments of the sermon must stimulate
the rational and the spiritual senses
through the ear. Again, the adorn
ments are to be of the interests of the
daily life of the hearer. Let them be .
spun of the tissue of home and chil
dren and love, of the marts of trade
and commerce, of the affairs of social
well-being. Our Lord and the inspired
authors of Scripture have preceded us
here. As in other matters, let us, as
best we may, follow in their footsteps.
Then whoever we are, whether lay
man or preacher, it may be said of us,
"He's interesting!" .

starvation. And then it was suggested
to Him that, if He was the Son of
God, He might well make one of the
stones lying at His feet into a loaf of
bread. Why should one who was the
Son of God suffer from hunger, as do
mortal men?

The reply of Jesus to this suggestion
was to quote Scripture, using a sen
tence found in Deuteronomy 8: 3. "It
is written," said Jesus to Satan, "Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that goeth forth from the
mouth of God." The words are from
Moses' farewell address, in which he
reminded the people of Israel that
God had humbled them in the wilder
ness and let them hunger, and fed
them with manna, in order to make
them know that not bread but the
word of God is the matter of supreme
importance in the life of men. Jesus
had been led into the wilderness by
the Spirit of God.· We are not told
anything of the reasons for this ex
perience, but it would appear that
Jesus interpreted it as for Him also an
experience of humiliation, in which

its authority about what is going to
happen in the future is, of course, in
:l class by itself. But it is easy to fall
into mistakes in dealing with the
Bible's teaching about the future. One
of the easiest is to concentrate on rela
tively unimportant details to the neg
lect of the main points at issue. It
is not always easy to understand the
meaning of the Scriptures with refer
ence to these details. Those who con
tend that this is not so are self-de
ceived. But the truths about the future
which affect living in the present are
not primarily the details. It is impor
tant to preach the return of Christ,
the judgment of all men, eternal des
tiny in heaven or hell. It is important
to know that there will be rewards
and punishments for men. These
things have an immediate bearing
upon life. But the question of the
exact degree of tribulation which the
church will suffer before her Lord re
turns is not a matter of vital impor
tance or of great bearing upon day
to-day living. If a preacher wishes to
be interesting, let him preach the

,A Home Study Course by the REV. LESLIE W. SLOAT

LESSON 5

The Life of Jesus £hrist

The Temptation of Jesus
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 4:1-U; Luke

4:1-13; Mark 1:12, 13.

FOLLOW ING the baptism, we
read that Jesus was immediately led

by the Spirit into the wilderness, to
be tempted by the Devil. Mark says in
vivid language that "the Spirit cast
him out into the desert," and adds
that Jesus was "with. the wild beasts."
We do not know the exact location
where this event took place, but it
must have been not too far from the
place of the baptism, yet far enough
away to be separated from any in
habited village. Left thus alone in the
desert, Jesus faced a series of subtle
temptations suggested to His mind by
the prince of evil.

He had been in the wilderness forty
days and nights without food, doubt
less thinking of the task which lay be
fore Him, when the first temptation
came. He was hungry. He craved for
food. It is in fact quite possible that
He was in a serious state of physical
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De's Interesting!

HAVEN'T you heard that expres
sion used by someone who has

just listened to the preaching of some
particular minister of the gospel for
the first time? Why can one say that
about certain men and not about
others? Some of the reasons are con
cerned with style, with almost intangi
ble nuances of expression, with the
tones of the voice. Originality of
turns of phrase, novelty of expression
also have much to do with it.

But there are other reasons also.
The content of the address or sermon
is perhaps the most important of these
other reasons. Content, however, is
not synonomous with subject. A man
can make a dull speech about any sub
ject, even one that by its very nature
should be thrilling. Subject is impor
tant, but content is more important.

Content consists, in the first place,
of the major items of the discourse.
If what a man says is going to be in
teresting, it must be directly bound up
with the actual moment-by-moment
items that are in the minds of his
hearers. What does Mrs. Smith think
about when she gets up in the morn
ing? About getting the children off to
school on time, perhaps; about what
she is going to do with herself that
afternoon as soon as the pressing
household tasks have eased for a mo
ment; about what she is going to have
for dinner that evening, and the like.
Any speaker that expects to hold Mrs.
Smith's interest has to relate what he
is saying to such things as these, if he
is to be interesting. Of course, he does
not have to talk only about such
things, but he has to make the con
nection plain.

The truths that constitute the es
sence of Christianity are interesting
to some people for themselves, but to
most people they are interesting only
insofar as they can be applied to life.
If an address or a sermon is to be
deemed interesting, perhaps it will
have to demonstrate its connection
with the affairs of life right at the be
ginning. It is dangerous to become so
absorbed with truth that the applica
tion of truth is neglected.

What is going to happen in the
future is a subject of absorbing inter
est-not because of the future but be
cause it affects what one will do right
here and now. The Bible has a good
deal to say about the future. In fact,
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QUESTIONS ON LESSON 5

Factual Questions
. 1. Does the Bible teach the real

existence of Satan? Where did
he first appear to men?

2. What difference in the order of
the temptations do you find in
the narratives of Matthew and
Luke?

3. Where does Jesus find His stand
ard of right and wrong? If the
Bible was Jesus' standard, should
it be ours too?

4. Does the fact that we are Chris
tians and led by the Spirit mean
that our life will be an easy one?

Discussion Questions
1. How do you think Satan knew

Jesus was the Son of God? Or
did he?

2. Can you think of any parallels
between the temptation of Jesus
and the temptation of Adam and
Eve?

3. Can Scripture be used to sup
port a wrong cause?

4. Have you ever been tempted to
do a little wrong that some good
might come? Did people think
you were foolish when you re
fused?

5. Have you ever had a temptation
no one else ever had? Read I Co
rinthians 10:13.

their extreme conduct. Jesus says
rather that while we are to trust God
at all times, we are not foolishly to
challenge Him to demonstrate His al
mighty power and protection. Not
even to attract great followings of
people are we to throw ordinary cau
tion and common sense to the winds.

And finally ·there is the temptation,
common to all, to gain what seems a
great good, by doing what seems a
small evil. To this Jesus says abso
lutely, No. God will bring the great
good in His own time. Let us wait on
Him.

Jesus' confidence in God's care was
immediately justified. Angels came
and ministered to Him after Satan left.
His' obedience was also finally justified.
By being lifted up, not by being cast
down from the temple, He would
draw all men unto Him. And risen
from the dead, He could say, "All
authority is given unto me in heaven
and in earth . . ." Shall not we, His
disciples, follow His example by striv
ing to live a life also of obedience
and trust?

the Lord thy God, and him only
shalt thou serve."

In this temptation there is the sug
gestion of doing what seems to be a
little wrong in order that a great good
may follow. What a wonderful thing
it would be for Jesus to exercise rule
and authority over all the kingdoms of
the world! It was a great good that
was offered Him. In fact, it was just
precisely a result that had been prom
ised Him of His Father in heaven.
But the way appointed for Him to
secure this royal position was the way
of suffering, humiliation, crucifixion.
Now seemingly the Devil offers Him
the whole world, without this suffer
ing and humiliation, for just one act
of sinful worship.

Jesus utterly refused to consider
such a thing ..He recognized that by
that one sinful act, while He might be
gaining the whole world-if the Devil
kept his word, and the Devil is the
father of lies-, He would have placed
Himself in subjection to the Devil,
and would no longer be free but
would be henceforth Himself the
servant of Satan. Later on He chal
lenged His disciples with the words,
"What shall it profit a man, if he
gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul." He was speaking out of
the depths of His own experience. In
a way far more real than is true of any
mortal man, Jesus had been tempted
to gain the whole world, by losing
His own soul. The price was too great.

Weare told in Hebrews that Jesus
was "tempted in all points like as we
are, yet without sin." This suggests
that in these temptations there is
something akin to that which we fre
quently are called upon to face. And
indeed there is. Frequently as disciples
of Jesus we are called upon to walk a
way that is not easy. Jesus said that
His disciples would have their own
crosses to bear, and that in this world
they would have tribulation. He also
promised that those who sought first
the kingdom of God and His right
eousness would find all necessary
things supplied to them. He Himself
called them to walk in the way He had
gone. He too had suffered, and would
suffer, in doing the Father's will.

Again, in overconfidence, followers
of Christ are often tempted to do un
necessary things, foolish things, or
perhaps more often highly dramatic
things designed to attract attention.
And they justify themselves by saying
that God will take care of them in
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through suffering He too would learn
obedience to the word of God. At any
rate, the suggestion of the Devil was
that He' avoid the sufferings of His
earthly humiliation by using His super
natural power as the Son of God.
Jesus chose the rather to share the ex
perience of Israel in the wilderness,
wait upon God, suffer whatever was
required of Him to suffer, and learn
the faithfulness of His heavenly Father.

The Devil then took Him up on
the pinnacle, or high point, .of the
temple in Jerusalem. Just how this
transportation took place we are not
told, but it was in such form as to
make the temptation that followed
real. It is probable that the courtyard
of the temple was filled with a crowd
of people.

The Devil now suggested to Jesus,
"If thou art the Son of God, cast thy
self down, for it is written, He hath
given his angels charge concerning
thee, and in their hands they shall
bear thee up, lest thou dash thy foot
against a stone." The Devil here
quotes from Psalm 91. Jesus answered,
"Again it is written, Thou shalt not
tempt the Lord thy God." This is a
quotation of Deuteronomy 6:16.

In the first temptation, Jesus had
determined to trust His heavenly
Father to care for Him, in whatever
conditions His Father might place
Him. Now the Devil suggests that He
go to the other extreme, and deliber
ately put Himself, on' His own initia
tive, in a condition where the Father
would have to interpose supernaturally
to save Him. But although Jesus is
perfectly confident of His Father's
care over Him in all circumstances
where the Father leads Him, He also
points out that it is wrong deliberately
to. test the Father's care by doing fool
ish and unnecessary things. That the
Father could care for Him, He did not
doubt. That the Father would over
rule His foolish act, was another thing.
Jesus refuses to tempt God's providen
tial care, even though the Devil quotes
Scripture to suggest that there might
be a basis for such a trial.

Finally the Devil took Jesus up on
an exceedingly high mountain and
.showed Him all the kingdoms of the
world, and their glory, in a moment
of time. And then he said that he
would give all this gloryand dominion
to Jesus, if Jesus would but bow down
and worship him. Jesus answered with
a sharp order, "Get thee hence, Satan,
for it is written, Thou shalt worship
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the places where we now have access
but also to other communities.

Now a word about certain indi
viduals and communities. A school
teacher told us about a village where
the church had burned down seven
years before and where no one had
been preaching or teaching God's
Word regularly during that time. The
village had an unfavorable reputation
and one woman remarked, "The peo
ple there seem incapable of apprecia
ting the higher things." Outwardly
we found the village a'nd its inhabi
tants to be just as they were repre
sented. Here was a sprawling hamlet
made up of little huts where poverty
and drink are bed-fellows. Some adults
there were tolerant, some stiff-necked;
but some were friendly from the out
set. At the schoolhouse where we
began preaching, a woman [anitress
would attend the services and watch
and listen with a sort of defiant ex
pression on her face. Time after time
I preached from the' same text, trying
to make plain the fact that I brought
not my word but God's Word. J
pleaded with them to believe me that
they too could know the certainty of
His truth if they would submit to
His demands. One evening after help
ing me find my bicycle, which a half
witted boy had hidden in the brush,
this woman, spoke to me.

'''When you first came here," she
said, "I was worried about my boy
who is a soldier in France. I began
coming to preaching service and after
two weeks I got a letter from my boy.
Now I hear from him every week."

For over a year that woman .has at
tended the Tuesday service in that
village. Her 16-year-old daughter made
a profession of faith in Jesus Christ
as her personal Saviour during a Bible
school last summer. Last winter she
used to bring her lamps to the school
building and build the fire and have
the building comfortable for us. She
always encourages the children and
young people to attend "preaching."
Recently she told us how some mem
bers of her family had ridiculed her,
saying, "Why do you want to go to
preaching? Why do you want to be
lieve in God?" Said she, "I believe in
God. I know there is a God. I prayed
to Him to bring my boy home from
the war and He answered my prayer."
In tears she affirmed, "I know there's
a God."

Through the casual remark of a

when he said the authority and
glory of the whole world was
his, and he could give it to any
one he wished?

out-station service on Friday nights.
A third member is a teen-age girl who
not only attends church regularly, but
frequently walks the lonely road to
mid-week prayer meeting bringing one
of her brothers along. Still another
member has recently begun teaching
a Christian kindergarten at a very
small salary, in addition to assuming
the leadership of a Sunday evening
service in an out-station.

Besides meeting their obligations
in the regular budget of the church,
the young people have contributed
over $150 for the printing and dis
tribution of Christian literature in the
area during the past year. Over five
hundred different homes have been
reached each month for the six
months that this pamphleteering has
been conducted. The material con
tained in the pamphlets has been
written by the young people them
selves. Occasionally outsiders have
also contributed articles.

Through the generosity of Ortho
dox Presbyterian friends, we now have
an automobile instead of the bicycle
which was our principal conveyance
during the first six months of our
residence in Maine. The field has
been called "Samaria," hence we have
named the '35 Chevrolet "Sarnaricar."
Besides the trip to the Cornville serv
ices and to Canaan and Whittier on
Sunday morning, afternoon and eve
ning, this vehicle makes the round
trip to four other services during the
week. Recently it has been used to
transport a couple of children to and
from the Christian kindergarten. One
Friday night fifteen children and
young people jammed into it, riding
to and from the serviceat Wellington,
which is over twenty miles from our
home base. This traveling is essential
and, of course, expensive-and at
times hard on the machine. Ours is a
ministry out in the by-ways and, as
long as our Lord grants us the
privilege, we hope to go not only to

6. How well must we know the
Bible, if it is to be our guide in
every temptation?

7. Was the Devil telling the truth

THE Orthodox Presbyterian Church
of Oornville, Maine, which was

organized by the Rev. Charles E.
Stanton, is the base of operations in
this field. Situated in a sparsely popu
lated farm and forest township, this
church lacks the qualifications for a
large membership. But in its earnest
and youthful though 'small congrega
tion, it possesses the requisites for
rural evangelism. Our officers are the
sort of men who literally blaze a trail
through the woods, for they earn
their daily bread cutting wood for the
paper-pulp mills.

When this church was organized,
there were those who said they could
not see the way. It seemed impossible,
but they did it. With Mr. Stanton's
help, the elders not only organized a
church, but helped carry on the work
in two out-stations on Sundays, in
addition to their labors for the local
church. Thus the example of the
elders of the church has encouraged
the members to let their light shine
also.

One member, who is now super
intendent of the Sunday school, de
votes long hours driving the bus or a
car to carry children -to and from the
different services on Sunday. For many
weeks last year he rode a, bicycle
eighteen miles round trip each Tues
day evening to a village where God
had opened the door of witness, and
that was after he had finished a full
day swinging an axe in the woods or
pitching hay. Another member, al
though physically handicapped, has
worked during the summers to earn
enough money to be able to pursue
his studies in preparation ,for the
preaching of the gospel. Like an
Abraham Lincoln who was born and
brought up on hardships, this young
Christian is so desirous of being a
preacher of the Word that neither the
learned "counsellor" nor the illiterate
mocker can turn him from his pur
pose. He now helps regularly in the
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development of the country, which
obviously can support many times its
present population.

But what is Zion without the Mes
siah? How misdirected is any genius
which is not centered in Him! Israel's
function should be a spiritual func
tion, bringing the covenant blessing
to all the families of the earth. Any
hope centering in a land which no
longer retains a divinely ordained sac
ramental value, is no stepping stone to
Jewish success in this spiritual func
tion. Certain well-meaning Fundamen
talist- groups sometimes petition the
United States government to favor
Zionism. But Zionism has no Christian
goal. The return of the Jew to Pales
tine does not even approximate a re
turn to the Messiah.

The Zionism we would promote is
found in Hebrews 12: 22: "But ye are
come unto mount Sion, and unto the
city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem." Paul also would tell us,
"Jerusalem which is above ... is the
mother of us all" (Gal. 4:26). Im
manuel's land can be entered only by
the way of the cross. To all Jews we
would proclaim this well-marked path
to glory.

We must preach one gospel only,
on pain of Paul's anathema (Gal. 1 :8,
9)' If we dare to suppose that certain
Jews to whom we speak will survive
the Second Coming without being con-

has been welcomed by those people,
especially by the numerous families
with large numbers of growing chil
dren. We thank God that all such
material help has gone out only as a
secondary activity. But we have ob
served the manner in which the peo
ple received the clothing and we are
assured by our acquaintance -with
these who have sent help that this,
too, is an additional proof that this is
not our work nor Cornville's work nor
Presbytery's work, but it is the Lord's
work. It is one small corner -of His
vast vineyard. We, like Mrs. Elvira
Tuttle of West Athens village, Maine,
can say, "We know this is God's vine
yard, for we have seen His hand at
work here in the hearts of His chosen
ones."

HUNDREDS of rabbis, chanting
the sad songs of their Zion,

marched through the streets of Wash
ington recently, pleading for a na
tional homeland in Palestine for Jews.
Their earnestness and disappointment
brings a feeling of pity to the hearts of
Christians. Poor Israel! Already a third
of the world's Jews are dead, and the
rest cry out for group security. The
graveyards of Europe do not seem to
be attractive locations for new Jewish
life. The anxious -eyes of Israel are
focusing on Palestine. Palestine, they
feel, is the land of the covenant, the
land where the fathers had some secu
rity, a land furthermore that has not
been really cultivated since the disper
sion, a land where Jewish names are
embedded in every mound. "The land
is ours," they cry, "by moral right!"
This claim is implemented by frantic
attempts to pull political strings, by
attempts to buy up the land, and on
the darker side, by violent underground
societies of young men who imitate the
Gestapo in their methods, making war
by sabotage on all who stand in the
way of the restored Zion. The plans for
the land bear some resemblance to the
New Deal, with a Jordan Valley Au
thority to divert the Jordan to irrigate
the table land to the west, while a
siphon system from the Mediterranean
maintains the level of the Dead Sea.
Jewish capital is being poured into 'the

The Dope of Israel
By the REV. EDWARDS E. EUIOTT

Pastor of St. Andrew's Orthodox Presbyterian Chureh, Baltimore

self able to say, "I know there is a
God because He answered my prayer,"
then this is assuredly evidence of His
Spirit's work. While Orthodox Pres
byterians cannot be satisfied with such
a statement of faith, nevertheless we
are certain that it is the utterance of
a contrite and also childlike heart, and
therefore a work of that grace which
is unto salvation.

We have been sent out into the
by-ways, for such is the nature of this
particular field. May God lead us
into other by-ways. He has moved
many in The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church to help by prayer and with
their goods in carrying on this work.
This Fall a half dozen churches have
sent clothing for distribution among
the people of the out-stations. This
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boy who was visiting in that same
village last summer, we were led to his
village which is fifteen miles distant.
It is a place where there is a good
church building, but no organization
and no Sunday school-only our Fri
day night service. This Fall also we
have been instructing two sisters in
the Bible and also in the Westminster
Standards. These sisters now have
both made professions of faith in
Jesus Christ as personal Saviour dur
ing the Bible school there last
summer.

Our efforts have been and continue
to be largely among young people and
children. His Word is bound to bear
fruit in His good time; and we can
observe the changes in the expression
and manner of the young people in
these places where we take the Word
of His grace and of Christ's reconcil
ing work. The people do not know the
simple message that salvation is God's
gift to sinners. They know about
something called "being-a-Christian"
perhaps, but the plain gospel which is
God's power unto salvation is news
to them. We must realize that even
in seven years a community can raise
up a generation of children who do
not know who Jesus Christ is, I talked
to one such boy, sixteen years old,
this Fall. He was an exception for he
was illiterate, but he seemed very
frank as he told me he never had any
use for the church and seemed not
to have the remotest idea of the per
son or work of Jesus Christ. More
than one man, two of them old men,
have quite dogmatically informed me
that they were entirely satisfied to get
along without the church and the
Bible. One of them trembled as with
palsy assuring me that he did not be
lieve in an after life, but that when a
man dies he's just like a horse, and
that's the end of him. And yet this
old man was most miserable and dis
tressed. Just today I visited in a home
which is an exception to the rule in
our community, because it is a place
of actual squalor. Sickness and mis
fortune are regular visitors in that
home. The husband and father refuses
to commit his ways unto the Lord
and consequently the Christian people
in the neighborhood cannot satisfy his
demands upon their charity.

From these few examples of igno
rance and unbelief, it would seem evi
dent that when a woman who is
familiar with such characters is her-
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By HARRIET Z. TEAL

even in July, though it gets hot
enough before noon). After devotions
when the bugle blows for breakfast
(it was a siren we had this year), the
four pines can watch the young folks
run pell-mell for the log cabin "mess
hall" where meals are served-and
after breakfast see them scatter to put
tents and cabins in order, some of the
girls to the kitchen to wash dishes,
some of the boys to chop wood or
bring water for the cooks. All hurry
to finish their various tasks before the
signal sounds for classes. The older
students meet under the trees in the
grove, but my Primaries have the
porch of the mess hall for their class
room. They have their Bible story,
memory work and handwork there,
and after that we always take a hike
going on tip-toe and "in a whisper"
past the place where the older people
are meeting, so as not to disturb their
studies-but when we get down the
road and out of sight around the bend,
we can run and "holler" all we like.
Usually we go first to the big rock,

mosphere will make the doves "fly as
a cloud . . . to their windows" (Isa.
60:8). Changing of the world atmos
phere similarly would make Israel start
up in alarm. This has taken place.
Civilization seems to be entering its
death throes. The pattern of cataclysm
is taking shape: "Distress of nations,
with'perplexity ... men's hearts fail
ing them for fear and for looking after
those things which are coming on the
earth."

Only one thing can disperse these
clouds of judgment and avert the im
pending complex of catastrophe: the
preaching of the gospel in its purity,
and a wide acceptance of Jesus as Lord.
How well this- could come about if
only the natural branches would be
grafted again into their own olive tree!
It would be life from the dead, a re
buke to Modernism and a tonic to the
orthodox. Let us hasten this new life
by preaching again of that fountain
which has been opened for sin and
uncleanness. This is the only hope for
Israel-and for the world!

PART TWO
(The first part of this article ap

peared in the issue of December 10,

1945·)
Visitors at Camp

I WISH that all my young friends
who read the GUARDIAN could visit

Camp Chief Yahmonite sometime
but of course it is a long way from
where many of you live. Perhaps- you
read the story "Adventure at Four
Pines" about a year and a half ago,
in the GUARDIAN (July 25, 1944).
The story is only a "made up" one,
but the camp I told about is just like
our camp here in the Rockies. Even
the four pine trees, "Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John," look down on us
from the mountain-top, just as they
did in the story. Whenever we look
up, there they are, high above us
we can see them against the morning
sky as we gather in the clearing for
morning devotions (we like to sit in
the sunshine for this service, for it is
cold in the mountains early in the day,

Colorado~s Children
Told for the Readers of the Children's Hour

.mastery of Hebrew and obsession with
Israel. Duncan was so absorbed with
his thoughts that he paid little atten
tion to the facts of ordinary life. He
would board wrong boats, forget hours
of classes, and it is said that he was
found asleep in bed at the hour re
served for his wedding. But for all his
unconventionality, his earnest genius
made a tremendous impression in
Budapest. He loved Israel.

The disruption of the Church of
Scotland, when the state tried to dic
tate to the church, and the founding
of the Free Church under the leader
ship of Thomas Chalmers, meant that
the efforts to evangelize the Jews of
Europe would have to wait until the
home base could again be broadened.
Duncan was called home to teach in
the Free Church seminary. Such is the
result upon missions when Satan di
vides the church. It remains for us to
carry on in the tradition of the Scot
tish missionaries to Israel.

Keith pointed out in his book Land
of Israel that a sudden change of at-
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verted, we had better review again
what the Bible has to say. Scripture
sliould check us: "But who may abide
the day of his coming? and who shall
stand when he appeareth?" (Mal. 3:2).
"When the Lord Jesus shall be re
vealed from heaven . . . in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that know
not God and that obey not the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (II Thess,
1:7, 8), it will be too late to evan
gelize Israel. The time to reach the
Jews is now, no matter how hardened
they may seem to the claims of Christ.

While we reject the dispensational
pattern, we can still' place certain pins
in the map of the Jewish future. There
is a Jewish remnant now, according to
the election of grace. In the future,
this remnant will comprise "all Israel."
This remnant will be Christian,and
will enter the church. The effect of
this restoration of natural genius to the
covenant tree will mean "life from the
dead" for the church and for the
world. Israel will at last perform the
spiritual function to which she has
been called.

This .unmistakable promise makes
Jewish missions mandatory for every
Christian church. The conversion of
this people will never be accomplished
without their knowledge of the facts
of redemption. These facts will strike
the Jew first, if he is familiar with the
Old Testament. The church that is
zealous in this will receive its credit
for preparing the way of the Lord.

One hundred years ago the Church
of Scotland was so convinced of the
necessity for Jewish missions that it
sent out a delegation as a "Mission of
Inquiry to the Jews" to search out the
state of the Jews in Europe and Asia
Minor, and to make recommendations
as to where to place missionaries. The
men chosen were excellent students,
and knew what they were about. They
were: Robert Murray McCheyne, a
gifted young preacher, whose drawings
of scenes along the way enliven the
report; Andrew A. Bonar, who later
wrote McCheyne's biography; Alex
ander Keith, who later wrote Land of
Israel; and Professor Black. These men
were able to speak the languages of
Europe. They debated in Latin with
Roman priests, and quoted full pas
sages of Hebrew in conversations with
Jews. On their recommendation, work
was begun in Budapest under the
leadership of famed "Rabbi" John
Duncan. A true Scot, Duncan was
nicknamed "Rabbi" because of his
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Now, perhaps you have decided you
do not care to visit Camp Chief
Yahmonitel Well, don't worry, the
bears seem to have moved. We have
not heard of any around camp since,
and, beside, the forest ranger said
those brown bears seldom hurt any
one; they are afraid of people.

Ohipmunks are cute little visitors;
they look like tiny squirrels and get
quite tame. They will sometimes come
begging for little handouts and sit up
to eat out of their tiny paws.

This summer some of the campers.
feared we might have a call from
another kind of visitor, quite an un
welcome one. This was the way of it.
When some of the people from camp
went into Steamboat one day, they
heard the exciting story of a young
man who had broken out of prison
up in Wyoming and had come back
to this part of the country where he
used to live. A night or so before, the
"town marshal" (policeman) in Oak
Creek, about twenty miles away, had
recognized this boy. as he sat in a
stolen car and told him to get out of
the car. Instead the boy had shot the
officer and escaped. The police all
over that part of the country were
looking for him, for they knew he
was hiding out somewhere in the hills
where there were plenty of hiding
places. Some of the girls and women'
were afraid this outlaw might decide
the neighborhood of our camp was a
good place to hide.

The marshal was out of the hospital
in a couple of weeks and the young
man was later caught and sent back
to prison. I'll tell you a bit more about
him, and more about our camp also,
in the next instalment of these articles.

(To be continued)
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into the cabins and scamper around
at night, but the campers at Camp
Chief Yahmonite are very brave and
don't mind-much!

One time Bert Bulkley was on guard
for several nights with his rifle-but
he slept so soundly that none of the
rats were hurt. I wish you could know
Bert. Be has been attending camp
since he was a young boy; he is now
a fine Christian young man and is
looking forward to becoming a minis
ter. We missed him at camp this
summer as he was away serving in the
U. S. Navy. Bert has been a blessing
to other young men in the service,
telling them of the Saviour he loves
and serves.

But to return to our camp visitors,
another is the porcupine, who. usually
comes around at night. He is a rather
scary looking creature covered with
long, sharp spines or "stickers." But
Porky won't hurt you unless you get
into a fight with him and then you
may find yourself with some of his
stickers sticking in you. A year ago
two girls at camp made pets of a
couple of porcupines, a big one they
named "Grandpa" and a baby one
they called "Junior." These two came
each evening to their tent and the
girls fed Junior coughdrops, which he
liked because they were sweet, I sup
pose.

Another girl did not find the porcu
pine so much to her liking-it was
her first night at camp and hearing a
noise she turned on her flashlight and
looked down over the head of her cot .
right into the eyes of a big porcupine,
with sharp stickers sticking in all di
rections. She was so startled she dived
down into her sleeping bag and stayed
there till morning.

Sometimes we have some visitors
that make us realize that we are really
camping in the wilds. Two or three
years ago two girls heard a slight noise
outside their little tent. They thought
someone was playing a trick on them
for they had some fruit covered up
near the tent door. As the girls looked
out to see who was there, a clumsy,
darkform went crashing away through
the bushes. They saw enough to be
sure it was a bear, probably a young
one. Some people laughed at them
next day for saying so, but I believe
it really was one. Several of the'
country people told us there was a
family of brown bears living on the
mountain above our camp that year.
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neat the pretty little stream to sit
down in the shade and have a story.
Then the children play games or
gather wild flowers till time to go
hack to camp. It isn't quite dinner
time yet when we get back, so the
Primaries scatter to do whatever they
like and their teacher stops to listen-in
on the last part of the last grown-up
class.

After dinner the. pines look down
on a different sort of scene-everyone
IS bent on play or amusement. Some
go on hikes over the mountain to the
Falls, or up the. creek. Some walk into
town to go horseback riding or to
have a swim in the mineral springs
swimming-pool there. But the little
folk have a lot of fun right in camp
playing games or wading in the irriga
tion ditch which is a pretty, quiet
stream flowing through the camp
grounds. (This year the children were
not allowed to climb down into the
canyon to Fish Creek, which flows
there below our camp, because the
creek was unusually full of water, very

. swift and dangerous as it dashed along
over the big rocks and boulders in its
bed.)

In the evening, an hour or so after
supper, the signal sounds again, and
everyone gathers round the campfire
in the clearing for the closing service
of the day. Sometimes as we sit in
the firelight singing our evening
hymns, we can look up and see the big
moon rise from behind the dark
mountain and "Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John" standing out against its
silvery light like four sentinels.

Camp Chief Yahmonite is a place
where we learn much from God's
Word. We learn to love Him more
and how to serve Him better. And· it
is also a place where we learn to know
and love His children, young and old,
and where we have fun and happiness
together.

Then, too, we learn a little-by
experience-about what it is like to
live in the wilderness and to have,
sometimes, some rather exciting ad
ventures. We sometimes entertain
some surprising and unexpected
guests.

You know most of us sleep in tents
and the few cabins that are there are
not built to keep anything out. Any
wild animals that come around can
come in if they want to--though no
one has been eaten up yet (except by
mosquitoes). The pack-rats do come
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understand the dispositions of His
providence any more than we can
comprehend His marvelous works.
Nevertheless, we can faithfully say;
"Thy will be done."

15TH . JOB 2i (3,4)
His friends failing to bring forth

any more arguments, Job continues to
speak. His theme is a very remarkable
one. Despite all his suffering and the
suspicions of his. friends, he makes a
solemn resolution to maintain his in
tegrity before God. Oh that more be
lievers would be zealous to guard their
own spiritual welfare and God's honor.

16TH. JOB 28:1-18 (28)
Men have been showing their wis

dom. But in this lofty chapter the
wisdom that comes from God is said
to be of supreme value and high worth.
Godly wisdom and understanding are
much to be sought after. Wisdom
apart from revelation is of as little
worth as works apart from faith, or
faith apart from righteousness.

17TH. JOB 29 (2-4)
Job looks back with longing to the

position, honor and respect in which
he was held in days now long since
past. He rehearses the occasions when
men hung upon his every word. In his
mind is the contrast now when men
hang upon him the shameful cloak of
a guilty sufferer. The Lord exalteth,
the Lord bringeth low. Paul found
contentment in whatsoever state he
was. Do you?

18TH. JOB 3°: 19-3 1 (31)
The "But now" of the first verse

introduces the contrast between Job's
former prosperity and present adver
sity, his past fame and his current dis
grace, his previous magnificence and
his immediate poverty. This is a most
woeful condition. Yet as it pleases
God, so should we bow in resignation;
yea, rather lift up our voices in joyful
acclaim that He should count. us
worthy to suffer for Him. Job's suffer
ing was to God's glory, though he
could not see it then.

19TH. JOB 31:13-28 (35a )
God had said, "There is none like

Job in the earth," and the particular
duties which are here enumerated
verify this. Job affirms that he has
neither in heart nor outward action
committed the crimes of which he was
accused. His final words declare his
integrity, which is in no way impaired
though he had traveled through the
valley of the shadow.

-HENRY D. PHILLIPS

tion, we accuse ourselves of some spe
cial sin which has brought this torment
upon us. This is due to the same
natural error which the friends of Job
embraced. Job, however, clearly shows
the fallacy of this by calling attention
to the prosperity of the wicked. He
does indicate that the just God, hav
ing exhibited His longsuffering, will
in the future state punish such ones.
The fact of suffering does not prove
secret sin in the sufferer.

10TH. JOB. 22:21-30 (22)
While Eliphaz and the others show

little mercy, they yet speak of the
mercy of God. God is merciful and
proves His mercy to all who love Him
in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is true that
good shall come to those who lay up
His Word in their hearts. The good
may not be temporal prosperity but It
is eternal benefaction.

11TH. JOB 23 (10-12)
Added to the burden of his terrible

losses and painful suffering was the
merciless accusation of his friends.
Nevertheless, Job comes forth with a
beautiful expression of faith in verses
ten to twelve-words which have since
been used of God to the comfort of
many travailing saints. They bring
much consolation to those in anguish
whose conscience is void of offense
toward God.

12TH. JOB 24:1-8 (1)
Job ignores his "comforters" and

furthers the doctrinal controversy con
cerning the prosperity of the wicked.
Many, openly defiant of the laws of
man and God, yet prosper and escape
punishment. The wicked are not al
ways immediately punished, as the
friends would contend. It can no more
be said that "all who are troubled are
wicked than that all who prosper are
righteous." '

13TH. JOB 25 (4)
Two thoughts stand out in these

brief words of Bildad. It is good for us
to learn them. 1. Have a high and
holy view of God. Thereby we will
both honor and glorify Him. 2. Have
a mean and humble view of ourselves.
By this means, we will be usable serv
ants of God, praising Him while in
the bonds of affliction.

14TH. JOB 26 (7)
Job was not without some knowl

edge of God and His power himself.
He, too, had meditated upon the won
ders of His handiwork, the exhibition
of His wisdom and the revelation of
His power. Sometimes we may not
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*Verses in parentheses should be mem
orized.

The Problem of SuBering

. FEB. 5TH. JOB 17 (9)*THE sad plight of Job is seen to be
sadder still. In this portion there

is exhibited the depths into which
Job's thoughts have plunged. He has
lost all hope, he is depressed and deso
late. Nevertheless, despite the harsh
judgment of his friends, Job main
tains his moral uprightness. All who
are on the brink of death from un
bearable suffering, as Job considered

. himself to be, can know that the ex
pectation of their hope shall be re
vealed even in the grace and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

6TH. JOB 18 (5)
With what peevish severity does the

second friend thrust his oriental darts
at poor Job. Exhibiting his knowledge
of many proverbs concerning the perils
o~ the sinner, Bildad applies them
WIthout mercy or discrimination to
Job. When such merciless criticism is
unjustly leveled against you as a child
of God, remember that the heavenly
Father cares and will help you, and
that right speedily.

7TH. JOB 19:1-15 (25-27)
Once enjoying the love and honor

of old and young alike, Job now rests
under the stigma of their judgment.
However, he believes that God is deal
ing with him and, though the way is
very dark indeed, he yet expresses con
fidence in his vindication and in the
resurrection. This type of faith is
stimulating to all who put their trust
in Christ and endure persecution for
His sake.

8TH. JOB 20:1-14 (1-8)
Zophar considers Job, but by mun

dane reasoning cannot behold his true
worth. Rather he would believe the
worst about this patriarch. Christians
must fight against the natural tend
ency to judge a person who has fallen
upon misfortune (that is, come under
the chastising hand of God). Chris
tian charity would behold with com
passion and deal with sympathy and
extend a helping hand.

9TH. JOB 21:1-14 (22)
Often when we are tested by afflic-
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Leslie A. Dunn spoke at the evening
service on December 9th and in
creased the interest of the congrega
tion in the Boardwalk Gospel Pavilion
at Wildwood.... So .successful was
the men's meeting, which was held
last October, with Dr. Robert Strong
speaking on "The Case for Chris
tianity in This Modern Day," that an
other men's meeting has been planned
for January 28th, at which time the
Rev. Theodore J. Jansma has been in-
vited to speak. J

Grace Church, Trenton: Thirty-one
young people received awards as mem
bers of the Go-to-Church Brigade on
December znd.... The church sign
has been attractively re-lettered and a
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given December 23rd, with a good at
tendance and almost all the children '
participating in recitations, music, and
a pageant. The young people caroled
after the program. They were also
hosts for a rally on Friday, December
zSth, and enjoyed decorating the
church basement, preparing the meal
with their mothers' help, and planning
the program. A New Year's message
was given by the Rev. Menzo Dorn
bush of Volga. A delegation from both
Bancroft and Bridgewater attended.
The high school Sunday school class
completed a contest with a sleighing
party on New Year's Eve. Church at
tendance has kept up quite well de
spite very cold weather.

First Church and Logan-FonteneIIe
Chapel, Omaha, Nebr.: Once again
the GUARDIAN club of Miss Louise
Salmon is flourishing. To date there
are twenty-six subscribers.... Christ
mas services at the church and chapel
were highlighted by special programs
of the Sunday schools. . . . Henry
Buckley .one of the staunch supporters
of the chapel, and a member of the
Machen League, left for the Marines
last month. Mary Roberts distributed
a large number of original Christmas
tracts throughout the Logan-Fonte
nelle Chapel district.

Presbytery of New Jersey

COVENANT Church, Vineland: In
competition with the Second Par

ish Church of Portland, Maine, a very
interesting and helpful Sunday school
attendance contest has just been com
pleted, taking in a period of ten Sun
days from October 7th through De
cember oth. The contest ended in a
tie, so far as points scored were con
cerned. The Portland school's average
was raised 28% during the contest,
and Covenant school increased 19'3%.
Attendance at the latter school was
greatly assisted in the last half of the

. contest by the use of a newly-pur
chased bus, which brings about thirty
children from an outlying area.

Grace Church, Westfie1d: Mr. Roy
Lambert, a senior at Westminster
Theological Seminary and a member
of the congregation, preached to
larger-than-usual audiences at both
services on December znd. The Rev.
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Presbytery of California

FIRST Church, San Francisco: The
Sunday school program was held

on Friday, December 21St. Although
it was a rainy evening the church was
filled, and many parents were present
who had never attended before. The
choir rendered a special program of
Christmas music during the evening
service on the 23rd, at which there
was also the preaching of the Word.
On the afternoon of Sunday, Decem
ber i Sth, the young people conducted
:1' Christmas service for the elderly
people at the Laguna Honda Home.
After the evening service on the 23rd
they caroled to various "shut-ins" of
the congregation. On New Year's
Eve a time of fellowship was held at
the church, followed by a Watch
Night Service. The latter was a time
of spiritual blessing.... First Church
was much saddened by the passing of
Mr. Walter Fairbairn on Sunday eve
ning, December 30th. Mr. Fairbairn
was senior elder on the session, and
one of the pillars in the church.

Westminster Church, Bend, Ore
gon: Christmas Sunday services marked
the first anniversary of Sunday. after
noon Sunday school classes held in the
Grange Hall in Alfalfa under the aus
pices of the Westminster Church. At
tendance has averaged thirty to thirty
five in this community of about one
hundred.... The Rev. Robert Nich
olas spoke to the missionary societv
recently, bringing a review of Harold
Fey's articles entitled, "Can Catholi
cism Win America?" ... Augmented
by a Thanksgiving offering and con
tinuing gifts, the building fund has
passed the $1200 mark toward an en
larged basement as the first step....
More than 170 persons crowded into
the church for the Sunday school
Christmas program which was con
cluded by a carol-narration by the
Machen League choir.

Presbytery of the Dakotas

CALVARY Church, Volga, S. D.:
'. The Sunday school sent a Christ
mas gift of $100 to be applied on the
automobile for the missionaries in
Eritrea, and the church sent a gift of
$98.70 for the same purpose.... The
Sunday school Christmas program was

Orthodox Presbyterian
(3horeh News
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replace her worn-out one. Thirteen en
joyed the Quarryville Banquet Rally at
Willow Grove, especially enjoying the
splendid talk by Dr. Alexander K:
Davison. The Bethany Echo is being
resurrected after a three months' rest.

Covenant Church, Pittsburgh: A
100% transfer of members of the
church and their families to the Wil
kinsburg location has been made. There
has, however, been a 15% loss in the
Sunday school--.85% continuing their
attendance despite the fact that they
must come a long distance by street

, car and bus. The roof is now being
put on the church. To date, twenty
children and adults from the neighbor
hood have attended the services.

Presbytery of Wisconsin

CALVARY Church, Cedar Grove:
On .Christmas Eve the program

"Messianic Stars Pointing to the Star
of Bethlehem," prepared under the
direction of Mrs. Chester Heuver, was
presented by the Junior-Primary and
Beginner departments of the Sunday
school. Superintendent Erwin Claer
bout was the commentator. Devotions
were led by Arthur Vruwink, and
Chester Heuver presided. . . . At the
Old Year's Eve service, Austin Vos
kuil, Peter Olte and Chester Heuver
were installed as ruling elders, and
William Damkot and Harry Harmelink
as deacons.

Grace Church, Milwaukee: The
$1800 lot purchased last July has been
completely paid for. The annual
Christmas program presented by the
pupils and teachers of the Sunday
school was given on December roth.
The program, which was the Christ
mas story in Scripture and song, was
unusually good and very well attended
and received. The special offering at
the Sunday school program com
pleted the payment on the lot.

First Church, Waterloo, Iowa: An
nual house-visitation has been con
ducted in recent weeks by members
of the session of the church. Such
visits arc for the specific purpose of
making inquiry into and discussing
together the spiritual interests of the
congregation. They have proven a
great help to a better mutual under
standing and a closer relationship be
tween the individual members of the
church and the session. They have
also awakened a new sense of responsi
bility as concerns the covenant obliga
tions that rest upon the members.

pageant under the direction of Miss
Juliet Ann Ward at the evening serv
ices on December 23rd. "Yesterday
and Tomorrow," based upon Philip
pians 3:13,14, was the subject for the

• morning service on New Year's Day.

Presbytery of New York
and New England

SECOND Parish Church, Portland,
Maine: In December the redeco

ration of the front walls was com
pleted at an expense of about $500.
The Young People's Society is re
decorating three Sunday school rooms.
Two of these rooms will be used as a
meeting place for the Young People's
Society.... On December 11 th, the
Rev. Harold C. Etter, Director of the
International Christian Leper Mission,
spoke at the annual Christmas guest
night sponsored by the Woman's Mis
sionary Society.... Sunday evening,
December 23rd, the Christmas candle
light service, "The Light of the
World," by the Rev. and Mrs. Rich
ard W. Gray, was presented. A Sunday
school Christmas program was given
on December 27th. The annual
Watch-night service was held on De
cember 31st.

Franklin Square Church, Franklin
Square, N. Y.: On Universal Bible
Sunday, John 3:16 was recited in Rus
sian, French, German, Norwegian,
Welsh and Greek by young people of
the church.... Shipments of clothing
and toys have been made to the
Tuckers in Maine and to Dr. Shaw in
Kentucky. Mr. Tucker spoke at the
church on January 9th .... The pas
tor, the Rev. Robert L. Vining, was
invited to prepare the prayer for the
New Year, which appeared on the
Church Page of the local newspaper.

Presbytery of Philadelphia

BET HANY Church, Nottingham:
The congregation has been ac

tively carrying out the Lord's com
mand to clothe the naked by sending
five large boxes of good clothing to
the War Relief Commission for use
among Christians in Europe; to pro
vide for the needy, by sending a fine
box of clothing and presents to a
family inNewport, Ky. All Christmas
plans were carried out well, though
curtailed in attendance by the deep
snow and the flu epidemic. At the
Young People's party, Mrs. Henry D.
Phillips, wife of the pastor, was pre
sented with a fine Analytical Bible to
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light installed by two members....
On Sunday, December 23rcl, a Christ
mas service was presented by members
of the Sunday school. A special offer-

. ing was received for the work of the
missions committees of the denomi
nation.

Covenant Church, East Orange:
The Thanksgiving offering this year
amounted to $87,4°, a gain of 53%
over the previous year.... The Junior
Intermediate boys traveled to Ringoes
to meet the Boys' Brigade of Grace
Church, Trenton; in a football game
and Bible quiz. East Orange took top
honors in both events. The young
people presented a Christmas gospel


