


An Urgent Need in Korea
By Edward L. Kellogg

Everyone according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him
give; not grudgingly, nor of necessity, for God loveth a
cheerful giver.

,

pUshed once for all when he died upon
the cross and rose again in triumphant
power. But it resides in the efficacy
and perfection of his continued activity
at the right hand of God. It is because
he continues ever and has an unchange
able priesthood that he is able to save
them that come unto him and to give
them eternal life. When Christ is pre
sented to lost men in the proclamation
of the gospel, it is as Saviour he is pre
sented, as one who ever continues to
be the embodiment of the salvation he
has once for all accomplished. It is not
the possibility of salvation that is offered
to lost men but the Saviour himself and
therefore salvation full and perfect.
There is no imperfection in the salva
tion offered and there is no restriction
to its overture-it is full, free, and un
restricted. And this is the warrant of
faith.

The faith of which we are now
speaking is not the belief that we have
been saved but trust in Christ in order
that we may be saved. And it is of
paramount concern to know that Christ
is presented to all without distinction
to the end that they may entrust them
selves to him for salvation. The gospel
offer is not restricted to the elect or
even to those for whom Christ died.
And the warrant of faith is not the con
viction that we are elect or that we are
among those for whom, strictly speak
ing, Christ died but the fact that Christ,
in the glory of his person, in the per
fection of his finished work, and in the
efficacy of his exalted activity as King
and Saviour, is presented to us in the
full, free, and unrestricted overture of
the gospel. It is not as persons con
vinced of our election nor as persons
convinced that we are the special ob
jects of God's love that we commit our
selves to him but as lost sinners. We
entrust ourselves to him not because we
believe we have been saved but as lost
sinners in order that we may be saved.
It is to us in our lost condition that the
warrant of faith is given and the war
rant is not restricted or circumscribed
in any way. In the warrant of faith
the rich mercy of God is proffered to
the lost and the promise of grace is cer
tified by the veracity and faithfulness
of God. This is the ground upon which
a lost sinner may commit himself to
Christ in full confidence that he will be
saved. And no sinner to whom the
gospel comes is excluded from the
divine warrant for such confidence.

(See "Murray," p. 57)

A RE you a lawyer? What if you
had no reference works to aid in

preparing your court cases? Are you a
doctor? What if you had no medical
books to help in diagnosing illnesses?
We consider reference works essential
to the proper carrying on of a profes
sion,

The Korean Church has a greater
need still. Pastors and Bible teachers
will recognize it. What if you had no
concordance to aid you in finding Bible
references? What if you had no com
mentaries to help in interpreting diffi
cult passages of God's Word? That is
the need in Korea, and something
should be done at once to help meet the
need.

One of the problems to meeting such
a need is to find the men of intellectual
caliber and theological discernment to
prepare the books. When they are
found, such men must spend years in
study and writing.

In Korea God has raised up such
men, and they have spent years in pre
paring important books. Several manu
scripts are even now ready for the
printer.

In particular, the Rev. Yune Sun
Park, President of Korea Theological
Seminary, a true scholar and faithful
servant of God, has devoted fifteen
years to writing commentaries. His
work on the Synoptic Gospels, on
Romans and on Revelation is ready for
the printer. Commentaries on the
epistles are nearing completion. And
in addition to Mr. Park's own work,
others have prepared a concordance,
and a translation of Berkhof's Manual
of Reformed Doctrine.

So the need comes down to that of
money. It is estimated that $2,000

would be sufficient to get the first edi
tion of one commentary on the market.
From the sale of it, more could be
printed.

Do not delay. The need is urgent.
Within the next month it is hoped that
sufficient funds will be on the way, to
start the actual publication. Will you
send a contribution today?

Concerning Mr. Park, Professor C.
VanTil of Westminster Seminary has
this to say:

Mr. Yune Sun Park did four
years of graduate work at West.
minster Seminary. He specialized
in Old and New Testament study,
and did excellent work throughout,
While at the Seminary he was
already at work on a series of
Biblical Commentaries. For this
purpose he made use of foreign as
well as English material. Among
other things he mastered the Dutch
language so that he might be able
to profit from the commentaries
recently produced in the Nether
lands.

During a long period of untir
ing effort he has prepared several
commentaries in the Korean Ian
guage, Their publication would
surely be of the greatest help in
connection with the spread of the
gospel in Korea.

The Committee on Foreign Missions
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
has agreed to act as intermediary for
forwarding funds. Will you send your
contribution, marked "For Korea Pub
lications," to the Committee office, 728
Schaff Building, 1505 Race St., Phila
delphia 2, Pa, Do it today.

Then speak to others about this need,
and pray that the funds may be quickly
provided. Be assured of this, that
many prayers of thanksgiving will as
cend to God from pastors and teachers
in Korea when these books can come
into their possession. Surely this is an
important way to advance the kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour.

March 16, 1953 49



Missionary Society Page
By MRS. JOHN P. GALBRAITH

Home Mission Fields
Westchester, Illinois

The activities of the Missionary So
ciety in this home mission field are very
similar to those of other mission fields
and churches in our denomination. Its
inception, however, has probably been
more recent than any other. It was
organized approximately two years ago.
Besides its regular monthly meeting,
this group has an ail-day work meeting
each month at which time sewing is
done and the church is cleaned. In the
first year of its existence, six quilts were
completed and distributed among mis
sionaries. Also in an effort to reach
the parents of the Sunday School chil
dren, the Missionary Society sponsored
a parent-teacher reception last year.
The theme of the evening's program
was "The Home." The Rev. and Mrs.
Lawrence R. Eyres are our home mis
sionaries in Westchester, and Mrs.
Eyres writes:

The Westchester church situation is
paradoxical indeed-it being the object
of missionary effort and it, in turn, giv
ing missionary energy to its program.
This infant church stands in the midst
of a most gospel-hardened area. The
spiritual needs of the people are so
great; the response to the gospel so ap
pallingly lacking. The three other
Protestant churches serving the com
munity are liberal and countenance
activities within the church which re
duce them to mere social clubs. The
popular appeal of such churches, how
ever, is extensive and devastating in
influence upon a people whose ears are
already dull of hearing.

A comparatively recent example of
God's sovereign work of grace was in
a young man who walked into the
church one Sunday evening just before
time for the evening worship service.
He was evidently troubled and was
seeking the pastor. His story, briefly,
was as follows: While in college his
'little faith' had been all but shattered.
His experiences in the Marine Corps
during the last war had taxed his
spiritual resources to the limit, and he
was shocked to find how little spiritual
strength he had to call upon in need.
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He resolved to find some answer to his
soul's hunger as soon as he got out of
the armed service. He and his wife,
and two small children, settled in West
chester. He attended one of the liberal
churches, asked the pastor to call at his
home in order that he might receive
the spiritual help he needed to rid him
self of gnawing doubts. He was aghast
when this liberal minister concurred in
his doubts saying in an almost jovial
way that he did not believe in such
things as the Virgin Birth or the
Bodily Resurrection either. The young
man was plunged into despair but Goa
led him that Sunday evening to our
little Orthodox Presbyterian Church.
The young man made an appointment
with the pastor for a conference. One
conference led to another until this
young husband and father was brought
into the glorious light of a new day for
him and his family: liberation from the
doubts and fears which had so long
gripped his heart, understanding of the
gospel and all its shining promises, the
establishment of a real Christian home
where Christ is the center of their lives.

This small but closely-knit congrega
tion, hungry for the Word of God and
eager to fulfil the commission of evan
gelizing the community, is gratifying.
Growth is slow but such examples as
the foregoing encourage us to believe
that God still has here many of His
own to be reached. This is true not
only of families but also of young peo
ple who despite all the usual diversions
show a response to the outward call of
the church. It is our prayer that these
young people may respond to the in
ward call of the gospel.

One other element in the picture,
both difficult and challenging, is the
ever-increasing number of Catholic
families settling in Westchester. In
view of the fact that two of our staunch
communicant members were formerly
Roman Catholics, we are encouraged
to believe that more will be won to
Christ in the future. Pray for us!

Bridgewater, South Dakota
Our informant, Mrs. Russ~// D.

Piper, the home missionary's lVif~,

writes:
Our missionary society is not a

'women's meeting' but is for the whole
church. Men, women, children and
young people attend. We have a regu
lar monthly meeting much the same as
other societies except that we have 'spe
cial' nights also, such as:

Children's Night. This is usually
the first Tuesday of September when
the children are just starting school.
The Junior Sunday School Class acts as
host, and the program is given entirely
by the children of the Church under
the direction of the leader for that
month.

Young People's Night. This is held
in August when the young people are
home from college, teaching positions,
etc. They take entire charge of the
evening's events (devotions, program
and refreshments).

Guest Night. Held usually in late
fall. We have a group or individual
from another one of our churches come
and present a missionary program, or
message.

Picnic Night. Held in June (before
flies and mosquitoes get too bad). Con
sists of a picnic supper and meeting
around the picnic tables.

Men's Night. Held in February
(and usually the highlight of the year).
The men do everything (lead in devo
tions, lead the meeting, give all the
special music and act as hosts). Be
cause of the large attendance at this
meeting, there are four hosts (other
months have only two hostesses).

Each month we have one mission
ary of our church whom we stress.
There must be at least one article or
letter about that one, and he is espe
cially remembered in the season of
prayer. We take the foreign mission
aries first and fill in the remaining
months with home missionaries. Each
year we draw names of our foreign
missionaries and their families for
Christmas gifts.

Here is a mission church with a
missionary vision!

Women·s Activities in
Oostburg. Wisconsin

When we wrote to our Oostburg
church about the activities of its mis-
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sionary society, we received a reply con
cerning not one group but four-Ruth
Society, Rebekah Society, Witness
Bearer's Society, and Faithful Gleaners.
The aims of all four groups are pri
marily the same-to study and discuss
God's Word, and to promote more in
terest in and support of missions. We
commend them on their very high
aims, which should be the aims of all
our women's groups.

We wish here to call special atten
tion to the "Ruth Society." It is a
girl's group. Every girl in the church
of high school age or above is expected
to participate. The Society was formed
expressly for the purpose of encourag-

Telling The Good News
By Bruce F. Bunt

CHAPTER IV
The Geographic Order of Telling

The Good News
Guide to Division of Labor

(Continued)
It seems to me that there is a woeful

lack on the part of most Christians, not
only in regard to the total responsibility
for telling the Good News, but also in
the graduated responsibility for telling
the Good News. The greatest indi
vidual responsibility for telling the
Good News starts at home and gradu
ally reaches out in an ever widening
circle of interlocking or shared, but
very definite, responsibility until the
whole earth is evangelized. How often,
I wonder, does the individual Christian
on a street think of himself as the one
primarily responsible for seeing that
everyone of his particular neighbors
hears the Good News? How often does
a church realize that it is the agent
primarily responsible for reaching every
home in its community and for estab
lishing churches and Sunday Schools in
its own unchurched adjacent areas?
How many of our Presbyteries are
organized for and are systematically
working at the task of evangelizing the
whole State or the whole area within
the bounds of the Presbytery? "Oh
but that is too much to think of," peo
ple say. "We could not possibly do
that with our small numbers." Yet
Christ commanded twelve men or at
most 120 people to be "witness both in
Jerusalem and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria and unto the uttermost part of
the earth." He commanded them be-
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ing young girls to take part in church
activities, and of interesting them in
missions. It is a challenge to all our
churches. Are you working with your
young girls, seeking to interest them in
a more profound study of God's Word,
and promoting the discussion of it
among them? How much does the
younger generation of your church
know about missions? Here is a chal
lenge to the women in our missionary
societies. You who are more experi
enced can organize, sponsor and in
struct these young girls. Remember
that they will play a significant role in
the future of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church!

cause he believed it could be done, if
done His way, i.e. every Christian a
witness, and every Christian starting at
his home--his personal Jerusalem-and
reaching to the ends of the earth.

Not Duplication But Supplementa
tion

Division of labor should come only
when in fulfilling our part in the com
mission our lines cross those of others
who are fulfilling the same commission
and duplication occurs. Paul avoided
building on others' foundations. Jesus
implied that there was enough to keep
people busy, each one doing what he
ought to do, 'till He come. While we
should avoid duplication, supplementa
tion is a different matter. Jesus expects
us to supplement each other. He sent
the disciples forth two by two and we
are told by Paul that one sows, another
waters, but God gives the increase.

But division of labor and supplemen
tation should never be a cloak or excuse
for shedding responsibility at any point
in the geographic order of telling the
Good News. My personal commission
begins at home, but through widening
circles is to reach the ends of the earth.
If at any point in those ever widening
circles, be it the "Jerusalem" (i.e. my
street or home area), the "all [udaea"
(i.e. Presbytery area), the "Samaria"
(National Home Missions area) or "the
ends of the earth" (the Foreign Mis
sions area) I find that there is no one
in that phase or area with whom to
divide the labor or whose labors I may
supplement then I must do the work in
that area alone as well as my own area
of primary responsibility until I can
find help in doing it. In other words,
just as division of labor should be re-

sorted to only when our lines of duty
duplicate those of others, so it should
never be counted on unless we know
that there are other responsible people
with whom we may safely divide the
precious duty of telling the Good
News.

CHAPTER V
The Sovereign Order of Telling

The Good News
I am not wholly satisfied with the

title of this chapter for always the
"order," if based on God's Word, as I
have sought to demonstrate it to be,
should be a "Sovereign Order." But
in spite of my dissatisfaction with the
title, I cannot think of a better one be
cause in this chapter I am talking about
the "Jew first."

Why did God choose Abraham and
why did he say to Israel "You only
have I known of all the families of the
earth"? (Amos 3:2). I personally do
not know the "why" but God has re
vealed these things in His Word and
we must say He sovereignly willed it.

In the Old Testament we find God
tre~ting the Jews differently from other
nations, and this has led some to say
that. the ?ld Testament is purely a
[ewish national book. But strangely in
the ~ew Testament, where the Gentile
a¥e I~ ushered in, we also find the Jews
highlighre.], It is not for us creatures
to question the ways of Him whose
tho.ughts are higher than our thoughts.
It IS only for us to know and follow
H!s wiH. God uses some people and
things to show His wrath and make
His power known" and He prepares
others unto glory "that He might make
known the riches of His glory on the
vessels of mercy."

What God did and does for the Jews
is "for our admonition." God is a,God
of truth, a covenant-keeping God, and
should He break His covenants of grace
with Israel, there would be no guaran
tee that He would keep His covenant
with us Gentiles. He did not choose
Israel to cast her off. To Israel were
declared the sure mercies of David. It
was of his kinsmen "according to the
flesh" that Paul said "to whom per
taineth the adoption, and the glory,
and the covenants, and the giving of
the law, and the service of God and the
promises; whose are the fathers and
of whom as concerning the flesh Christ
came, who is over all, God blessed
forever."

(To be continued)
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Plain Talks With Young People (6)

Your Life Work (I)

I N addition to your decision for
Christ, or perhaps I should say,

growing out of it, is the necessity of
choosing your life work. Despite an
abundance of vocational guidance from
a dozen sources, it is evident that there
are many poor choices being made,
even among Christian young people.
At a testimony meeting in England a
generation or more ago, several had
testified that they were called of God to
be evangelists, missionaries, pastors.
One poor man stood up and proudly
testified that he was "called of God to
be a shoemaker." It is this thought I
should like to get across to you that no
occupation that cannot properly be
called a "calling of God" is good or
proper for a Christian. As you con
template possible occupations or profes
sions, I want you to say with convic
tion, "If God doesn't want me to do
this I don't want to do it."

The Leading of the Lord
But how to find God's will explicitly

for my life, that is the question! We
must talk about divine guidance in
general for a while. Let us first see
how God does not lead His people:
( I) He does not lead us through our
feelings or emotions. We may not
credit God with our spiritual hunches.
A young man "feels" led of the Lord
to attend a certain secular college in
preference to a truly Christian one.
But God wasn't at the bottom of that
feeling, but rather it is a certain young
lady who is also attending there. Her
nearness fully accounts for the feeling.
It is a little less than honest to attribute
such feelings to God and call them
divine guidance. (2) God does not
lead His people through visions,
dreams or other forms of direct com
munication. True, God did so reveal
His will in olden times to the prophets
and the apostles, but now He has given
us His word and Spirit which are ade
quate. Dr. C. H. Spurgeon was once
confronted by a man who claimed that
God had told him that he was to be
permitted to preach from Dr. Spur
geon's pulpit in the Metropolitan
Tabernacle in London. The great
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By LAWRENCE R. EYRES

preacher answered, Very well, but he
should wait till God had also revealed
it to him before setting a date. (3) I
once heard a minister relating another
popular method of divine guidance.
Speaking over the radio he told of a
time he was being visited by a commit
tee from a very large church which was
earnestly seeking him as their pastor.
As the committee was at the door (he
knew beforehand their mission) he
opened his Bible to a passage that said
something like, "Have nothing to do
with these men." He took the words
as a message from God to the effect
that he should decline the invitation to
be their pastor, which thing he did im
mediately. No, not even the Bible is
to be used that way, as you'd flip a
coin or say "eenie, meenie, minie, mo."

We have a more sure means of di
vine guidance than that which insults
the divine intelligence. It is to be
found in the revealed will, or Word of
God. Moses said to Israel, "... those
things which are revealed belong unto
us and to our children for ever, that we
may do all the words of this law."
(Deut. 29:29). Said the Psalmist,
"Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and
a light unto my path." (Psalm II9:
lOS). Hold the light to the path and
you will not lose your way! The way
to hold the light to your path is by
searching the Bible eagerly and by pray
ing earnestly that the Holy Spirit will
make you both able and willing to
apply it to your life. Yes, I said will
ing. There are those who pray for
guidance when they already know what
the will of God is for He has revealed
it in the Commandments. The only
trouble is that they are unwilling to act
upon it. These persons think that by
much prayer God will somehow grant
a special indulgence to them to turn
aside from the path of duty set forth
in His Word. As well pray for guid
ance as to whether or not to rob a
bank!

Surely God's Word will guide you in
all things if you use it as He intended
you should - intelligently, seriously,
prayerfully, obediently. If this is true

In the smailer things, how much mote
in the greater things such as choosing
a life work!

The Measure of Success
Of course you want to be successful

in whatever you choose to do with your
life. But what is success? There is a
goddess called Success that nearly all
modern humanity is prone to worship.
All modern advances are freely em
ployed in her service. Her right to
rule men's hearts is seldom questioned.
I am thinking of the young man who
set out to be rich. He carefully studied
the art of making money. He was
single-minded, tenacious, persistent.
Needless to say he became very rich
and reigned as king over his financial
empire. He had all the comforts, all
the privileges, all the friends money
could buy. Being concerned to make
more money and keep what he had
gained he became old and miserly, and
lonely-he knew he had no friends
who loved him for himself alone. And
so he died. Did he succeed in his life
ambition? Yes, but was he a success?
I'm thinking of a beautiful young
woman. She was used to getting what
she set out to get. And she set her
heart on winning a certain young man.
It mattered not to her that he was al
ready married. She set her trap and
baited it delicately, and it closed upon
its victim. The former marriage was
disrupted, and she claimed him as her
own husband only to find her glory
turn to ashes. The prize, ill-gotten,
iII suited her. She was not happy.
Did she succeed? Was she a success?

I have given two examples based
upon a wrong theory of success. It is
pure idolatry. Its main-spring is in
getting. The lust for getting is a curse.
Communism is out to get control of the
world. Big business is set upon getting
substantial profits. Organized labor
seeks to get a larger share of those
profits and an increased living stand
ard. Politicians are out to get and hold
the powers of office. The host of pleas
ure-seekers are out to get a thrill. The
average person seeks to get for himself
all he can salvage out of the scramble.
Even giving is construed as a means to
further getting.

The Christian philosophy of success
is in the very opposite direction. It be
gins by acknowledging God as the
owner and proprietor of our lives. It
acknowledges that all our gifts and
talents come from Him. It follows that
He alone has the right to claim the use
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Orthodox Presbyterian
Church News

and fruitage of those talents. [esus'
parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-3°)
is most clear at this point. The master
not only owned the talents but the
servants were his as well. To each
servant he gave, according to his
ability, of his wealth. Upon his return
he expected each servant to return him
his own wealth with the interest it had
earned, and he had every right to do
so! The faithful servants were well
rewarded for their faithfulness, but it
was not for the reward that they had
labored-it was for their master. And
so it is that your God has made an in
vestment in your life. He has endowed
you with many talents. He expects you
to put them all to work for Him. If,
when our Lord returns, He says to
you, "Well done, good and faithful

Crescent Park, N. J.: About 30
persons attended a covered dish supper
for couples of Immanuel Church on
February 7. Dr. E. J. Young was the
special guest, and spoke about his trip
this past summer to the Holy Land. A
Junior Young People's society is having
an average attendance of 40, as com
pared with an attendance of five or six
a year ago. Leaders are Joseph De
Freistas and Isaac Jones. The men's
club of the church has done much re
pair work about the church building,
including the painting of the basement
rooms.

Nottingham, Pa.: A Christian book
table, with about 40 tides designed for
all ages, aroused interest at Bethany
church during January. A number of
books Were sold. Mrs. Vos' Child's
Story Bible led in the number of sales.

Gresham, Wisc.: Despite sickness
and winter weather, attendance at the
three Sunday schools conducted by the
Rev. and Mrs. John Davies has not
been curtailed. About 35 children now
come regularly to a school held on
Saturday afternoons in a community
hall on the Menominee reservation. A
Stockbridge school is conducted in the
pastor's home on Saturday morning,
and another on Sunday morning in the
church. About 30 young people attend
a combination Machen League-Cate
chism class in a Stockbridge commu
nity.
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servant," it wlll be beca\lse you realized
that your life, your talents, your days
and your years are not your own but
belong unto your faithful Saviour. You
have but one calling, and that is to put
them all to work for Him where they
will yield Him the greatest return for
His investment.

I'd like you to do a lot of thinking.
I want you to cease asking this ques
tion, "What shall I do with my life?"
I want you to start asking this: "How
can I invest these heavenly gifts-life,
talents, heart, hands, days and years
that they will return to my God and
Saviour the maximum of honor and
praise?"

Next month we shall continue our
talks with more about choosing a par
ticular life work.

Volga, S. D.: The Sunday school of
Calvary Church has begun a renovation
of the basement class rooms. Among
other improvements, acoustic tile is to
be installed on the ceiling. The school
is also planning to purchase a motion
picture projector, and is increasing its
library of film strips which are used in
religious instruction. An attendance
contest with the Bridgewater Sunday
school showed Volga the victor. The
pastor is conducting a class for several
young married people in preparation
for their joining the church.

Hamill, S. D.: The interior of
Westminster church has been improved
by the installation of new pews, and
venetian blinds. A men's night pro
gram which includes meetings every
two weeks with Bible study, and dis
cussion of social or economic problems,
has aroused considerable interest both
among church men and others in the
community. Women of the church
have started a sewing project for a
Christian orphanage.

National City, Calif.: A former
army servicemen's club building will be
moved by way of the Pacific ocean to
the lot owned by first church within a
few months. The structure is 60 x 100

feet, and will be stuccoed and re
modeled for church use. The audi
torium has a balcony on three sides,
and is finished in natural wood with
exposed beams. The Sunday school

has raised dver $,,()() for the building
fund. Communicant membership classes
are being conducted by the pastor.

Berkeley, Calif.: Covenant Church
has completed 18 broadcasts of its Sun
day evening services, and the program
is to be continued through April 5. It
is hoped a contract can be concluded
also for the fall. A combined chorus
of Covenant Church and the Alameda
Christian Reformed Church is rehears
ing for a presentation of Stainer's
Crucifixion at Alameda and Berkeley.

Georgia Congregation
Seeks Admission to O. P.
Church

A congregation of some 60 persons
who have organized themselves as

the Westminster Presbyterian Church
of Valdosta, Georgia, have filed a peti
tion with the Presbytery of Philadel
phia of The Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, asking to be received as a par
ticular church of the denomination.

Information accompanying the peti
tion stated that "The group is a func
tioning body, with regular Sunday and
mid-week services. Also it has a Sun
day school with an average attendance
in excess of eighty-five. It has a charter
membership of approximately sixty
adults who are Presbyterians, and
among whom are two former ruling
elders and thirteen former deacons of
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. The
church has a subscribed budget suffi
cient to meet all local expenses and to
contribute its just share to benevolent
causes. It has a satisfactory place of
worship."

At present the church is being sup
plied by Mr. Morton Smith, a Senior in
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Georgia,
who took one year of Seminary work at
Westminster in Philadelphia. The Rev.
John Galbraith, Missions Secretary of
the denomination visited this congre
gation on his recent trip in the South.

N. J. Presbytery
Recommends Minimum
Salary

TH E Presbytery of New Jersey held
its winter meeting on January 20 at

Grace Church, White Horse, N. J.
On a request from the Rev. Edward

Heerema, who has been serving as pub
licity secretary for the National Union
of Christian Schools and who has re
cently accepted a call to become pastor



of a Christian Reformed Church In
Grand Rapids, he was dismissed to
Classis Grand Rapids East of that de
nomination.

Presbytery heard a report from its
committee on pastor's salary, and voted
to adopt with amendment certain rec
ommendations of the Committee. Chief
among these was the recommendation
that the minimum salary for a minister,
married, without children, at the be
ginning of his ministry, should be
$2,700 the first year, together with free
use of a manse or its financial equiva
lent. Also recommended was the prin
ciple that pastors should receive annual
increases in salary, and supplemental
income for children according to the
schedule of the denominational home
missions committee.

The presbytery established a perma
nent committee on the pastor's salary,
and asked that churches include in
their reports to Presbytery once a year
information about the salary paid or to
be paid their pastor.

Mcllwaines to Return
to Japan

TH E Rev. and Mrs. R. H. McIl
waine, Orthodox Presbyterian mis

sionaries to Japan, have started on the
travel which will bring them back to
the mission field in June of this year.

They came home on furlough in
June of 1952. Mr. McIlwaine studied
at Westminster Seminary during the
first term of the present academic year.
He and his wife will visit relatives in
the south before leaving for the west
coast. They are due to arrive in Japan
not later than June seventeenth.

On Wednesday evening, March 4,
following its regular prayer meeting,
the congregation of Calvary Church,
Glenside, held a social gathering to bid
farewell to Mr. and Mrs. McIlwaine,
and to present them with some parting
gifts.

Eugene Minner

GRACE Orthodox Presbyterian
Church of Middletown, Delaware,

was saddened recently by the death of
Mr. Eugene Minner. Mr. Minner was
the last surviving member of the orig
inal session of Grace Church.

A Presbyterian all his life, Mr. Min
ner came with his wife to the Middle
town Presbyterian church in 1918. Op
posed to the Modernism in the old

54

Back Minutes Wanted
THE Committee on Home

Missions is interested in se
curing a number of copies of
the General Assembly Minutes
for the 5-6 Assemblies (bound
together), Ninth Assembly and
13th Assembly. Anyone who
has an extra copy of any of
these is invited to send it to the
Committee office.

Presbyterian denomination, he actively
helped in leading a group from that
denomination in 1936 to form Grace
Church. He became a member of the
session of Grace church, and continued
to serve faithfully until his death on
December 31, at the age of 88. Mr.
Minner is survived by his wife Idella,
and by one daughter, Mrs. John Vo
shell, Jr.

Foreign Missions
Committee Meets

T H E Committee on Foreign Missions
of The Orthodox Presbyterian

Church met in Philadelphia on Febru
ary 17, with ten members present for
all or part of the meeting.

Among actions of general interest,
the Committee voted to call the Rev.
Robert W. Eckardt, pastor of West
minster Orthodox Presbyterian Church
in Evergreen Park, Ill., for work as a
teacher of practical theology at the
Korea Theological Seminary. The
Seminary authorities had indicated
their desire for someone to fill that
position and the action of the Commit
tee was in response to their request.
This is the first time the Foreign Mis
sions Committee has issued such a call
to a minister of the church. It is not
known yet whether the call will be
accepted.

The Committee also went on record
against the action of a military court
in giving only a two-year sentence to
an army officer charged with killing a
Korean Presbyterian minister. The
Committee adopted this motion: The
Committee expresses "its resentment at
the totally inadequate sentence of two
years imposed upon Lieutenant James
Goff after the murder of a Korean min
ister. It is our conviction, in accord
ance with the evidence available to the
public, that the action of the United
States Army Court has shown a racial
discrimination which is both undemo
cratic and unchristian and has done

great damage to the cause of freedom
among men and the good name of the
United States among the Christians of
Korea. We also submit that the United
States Government has an obligation to
provide for the financial security of the
widow and children." This case has
received some publicity in the press and
national news magazines.

Brief reports were presented concern
ing the work of missionaries now on
the field, and concerning candidates for
mission service. One candidate is to
appear before the Committee at its next
meeting, and others have been in touch
with the committee.

The Committee voted to contribute
$200 to the Reformation Translation
Fellowship, an organization which ar
ranges for the translation into Chinese
and publication of Reformed literature.
Helping this organization seemed a
very economical way to help the
Church's own missionary work among
the Chinese.

Grace Church
Building Addition

ON February 3 ground was broken
for the new Sunday school addi

tion to Grace Church, Middletown,
Delaware. The new structure will con
sist, for the time being, of a roofed
basement, extending to the rear and
east of the present building. Tentative
plans are to construct a manse on this
basement addition, if a suitable buyer
can be found for the present manse.
The cost of the new addition has been
completely raised, due in large part to
a generous gift of labor and materials
by the contractor, who is a trustee of
the church.

On January 18 the Rev. Reginald
Voorhees of Omaha, Nebraska, was
guest preacher at the communion serv
ice. At the same service Eleanor Deb
orah, infant daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas George, was baptized.

In addition to the loss through death
of Mr. Eugene Minner, noted above,
the church was also saddened recently
by the death of Mrs. [ohn Branner.

Eyres Moves
to Westchester

T H E Rev. Lawrence R. Eyres, pas
tor of Westminster Orthodox Pres

byterian Church in Westchester, Ill.,
has moved from LaGrange to take up
his residence in Westchester. The
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How two such schools were started

Branch Sunday Schools

house in LaGrange which served as his
residence, and for several years as a
meeting place for a church group in
LaGrange, has been sold. The new
residence in Westchester is completely
new. Members of the church there
gave Mr. and Mrs. Eyres a surprise
house-warming on February 24. A
purse of $85 to be used for needed
draperies and similar items was pre-

T H E following report was sent us by
the Executive Committee of the

Orthodox Presbyterian Sunday School
Association of New Jersey. The ideas
and suggestions it contains may help
other churches to follow a similar pro
gram of extension.

PROBABLY the most fruitful and
financially economical method for

the furtherance of home mission work
is the establishment of branch Sunday
schools reasonably near established
schools. Most of our Sunday schools
are within a few miles of new growing
communities. Such communities pro
vide ideal opportunity for branch Sun
day schools as a form of home mission
work.

Before such a project is begun, care
ful study of the community should be
made. Consideration should be given
the prospect for further growth in the
area, the type of families apt to be
drawn there, the relative permanence
of such families, and the existence near
by of other good Sunday schools. If
possible, it would appear that a branch
school should be started in the early
stages of the growth of a community.

Here is the story of two branch Sun
day schools, both established within the
past year . We hope the stories will
stimulate other churches to try similar
procedures.

Allwood, N. J.
For many months Covenant Church

of the Oranges had watched the grow
ing community of Allwood, a section
of Clifton, about seven miles away. It
seemed a good spot for a branch Sun
day school. There were only a Roman
Catholic and a Community church in a
compact area of some 10,000 or more
people. The big problem was to find
a meeting place. Efforts were made to
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sented them.
On the same occasion the congrega

tion bade farewell to Ruling Elder and
Mrs. Walter Wenzel, soon to leave for
California. Several pieces of luggage
were presented to the Wenzels as a
parting gift.

The Westchester congregation has
purchased a Consonnette electronic or
gan for use in the church.

secure the use of the public school but
without success. A privately owned
kindergarten building and the local
fire hall were also unavailable. Vacant
stores were considered, but not too
hopefully. They might soon be rented.
At last in the providence of God, per
mission was granted to use the local
theater, a fine, modern building.

Though summer was soon to come,
it was determined to start the Sunday
school the last Sunday of March, 1952.

For several Saturdays before opening
day, and on some weekdays also, the
people of Covenant church canvassed
the community. The opening of the
school was announced, and gospel
tracts were left at nearly every home.
Many people expressed an interest in
the work, indicating the feeling that
there was surely room for additional
Christian activity in the neighborhood.

The school was opened as planned,
and continued through the summer,
even though attendance was poor.
With the fall season, attendance rose
into the 40S and on occasion into the
50S. The work has continued with
gratifying success.

The launching of this work meant
the securing of two Sunday school
staffs from a small congregation.
Whereas it was once difficult to replace
one teacher in the home school, with
the challenge of this missionary effort
the people responded well, and now
two fully equipped, capable staffs are
at work teaching the lessons from week
to week.

The first Lord's Day in September
worship services were begun in All
wood. They are held at 9:30 A. M.
and the pastor of Covenant Church,
the Rev. Charles Ellis, then returns for
the service in Orange at II:I5. At
tendance at the Allwood service has not

been large, usually in the 20S, but the
people of Covenant regard the new
work as eminently worthwhile.

Cooper Park, N. J.
For a period of two or three years

the pastor and session of Immanuel
Church of West Collingswood had
been studying new communities in the
surrounding area with a view to home
missions work. Cooper Park, a com
munity near Haddonfield, with some
200 small homes and an apartment
development, and adjacent Kingsway
Village of similar type, seemed the best
prospect. There was no church in the
community, the nearest being in a dif
ferent community a mile distant.

Since there were no buildings save
homes in Cooper Park, individual
contacts were made in an effort to find
an interested family which would open
its home for Sunday school purposes.
This approach, however, failed to bear
fruit.

Finally, late last spring, a home in
the community was found to be for
sale at a reasonable price. The West
Collingswood congregation voted to
purchase the home, and the Sunday
school agreed to meet about half the
monthly mortgage charges. A family
already in Immanuel church agreed to
rent the house and direct the work of
the branch school. Thus God provided
a way to meet the financial obligations,
and also a superintendent for the
Cooper Park Sunday school.

During the early weeks of the sum
mer a visitation program reached every
home in the area. Names of persons
showing interest were taken down.
Along with this survey Bibles were dis
tributed on the American Home Bible
League plan.

One fact brought to light by the sur
vey was the error of waiting until a
community is well established before
beginning a work in it. Most of the
families who were interested in
spiritual things already had become as
sociated with a church outside the area.
And a group of churches, mostly
liberal, had chartered a bus to gather
children for neighboring Sunday

MIDDLETOWN CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL, Penna. Opening for
Principal and Teacher in upper
grades, also kindergarten and first
grade. 1953-54 term. Social Secur
ity benefits. Apply to Mr. F. C.
Lenker, R. D. I, Middletown. Pa.
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schools. However, the interest was
sufficient to warrant starting the work.

About the first of July, possession of
the home was obtained. A two week
Vacation Bible School was planned for
the last two weeks in July, with the Sun
day school starting the Sunday morn
ing immediately following this vaca
tion school. Announcements of the
program were distributed. Teams of
visitors spent Sunday afternoons and
some weekday evenings in the area,
stopping at every home and apartment,
and revisiting those who indicated any
interest.

The Vacation Bible school went for
ward with considerable enthusiasm, de
spite some of the hottest weather of the
summer. Attendance averaged about
20 children. Some encouraging com
ments came from parents of some of
the children at the close of the DVBS.
The Sunday school averaged some 12

children for the remainder of the sum
mer, and since then has risen to 20 or
more. Additional publicity has been
given through later visitations.

Although very few adults have at
tended the Sunday school as a result of
personal interest and conviction, there
have been indications of growing inter
est among some of the parents. The
value of having the leader of the work
living in the community is shown in
the contacts which have been made.
Recently individuals of the community
have visited the Sunday school home to
discuss spiritual problems.

One of the greatest joys in work of
this kind is the knowledge that you are
dealing with persons who have had
little or no contact with the gospel.
This is one of the blessings the Lord
gives those who labor in His vineyard.
If God has provided an opportunity
near your Sunday school, think of the
children and adults who will not have
contact with the gospel unless you, in
His providence, take it to them. A
branch Sunday school is one of the best
means to this end.

Clowney
(Continued from p. 47)

by us, be ye reconciled to God." In
our time an emphasis on liturgy in the
church has developed, taking the place
of the proper emphasis on the ministry
of the Word. Yet we must remember
that in proclaiming the Word we are
engaging in worship. We are break-

S6

ing the Bread of Life to the people of
God for their use in worship, and they
are to hear it as though God were
speaking to them in the service of wor
ship. It isn't the act of preaching that
is a sacramental act, but it is that which
is preached, the Word of God, which
makes it the heart and core of Christian
worship.

A Faithful Exposition
What I've been trying to say so far is

that preaching must be an official
proclamation of the Word of God, by
the appointed representative. But it
must also be a faithful exposition of the
Word of God.

We have to explain the Word. We
don't simply read the Bible to the peo
ple, we preach it, and therefore we ex
pound it. Now I suppose we have all
been trained in the need for historical
grammatical exegesis, and in the need
of theological exegesis. I have just a
few suggestions to offer.

Don't get embroiled in too many
commentators. Find out first what the
words mean, and find that out in terms
of the use of the words, with the Greek
and Hebrew concordance. When you
run into a problem, then consult your
commentaries, but don't read the com
mentaries in order to look for problems.

Don't forget the correlated sciences.
Look a little into archeology, into Bible
geography, even into such things as
ethnology and the mental patterns of
ancient peoples of the Near East. In
fact, the more a pastor can make a
hobby of some of these studies, the
richer and more concrete will be his
understanding as he engages in gram
matical and historical exegesis.

Then, in connection with theological
exegesis, may I make a plea for Biblical
Theology. I suppose I'm somewhat of
a fanatic on the subject, since taking
courses in it at the Seminary. But too
often we see a text in the light of some
doctrine we have in mind, not in the
light of its own setting, its own period
in organic connection with the whole
development of God's revelation in that
period. In this connection, Dr. Vos's
book, Biblical Theology, is in print
again and we can all read it with great
profit.

I would like to plead also for more
prayer and meditation in our homileti
cal exposition. Our work isn't finished
until we have prayed and meditated on
the passage. We are seeking to ex
pound the Word of God, and only the

Holy Spirit can open the Word. You
can never presume to think that you
understand a passage, until you have
entered into that passage in your own
life, until you've prayed in the light of
that passage, until you've praised God
in the light of that passage, until you've
lived in that passage. Preaching isn't
simply the application of scholarship to
a discourse in order to orate before a
company of people. We must learn to
grasp a text in its own particularity,
and then present it as living truth to
the people of God.

Of course, homiletical exposition has
different requirements for its presenta
tion than for its preparation. The more
scholarly you are in preparation the
better. But in the presentation the
more clear and simple and concrete you
are the better. Here is no place for
long abstractions, theological essays, or
extended quotations from seminary lec
tures in doctrine. When you preach
from a text, preach the text. Preach
what the text says. Understand it in
deed in the light of systematic and
biblical theology, but preach the text,
not a theological essay suggested by it.

An Effective Application
Finally, if a sermon is to be a sermon,

there must be a faithful application of
the Word. Proclamation-explanation
-application. All Scripture is profit
able, for doctrine, yes, but also for re
proof. The minister is to reprove, re
buke, exhort. He is to fulfil his min
istry by applying the Word to the
people.

A good application must be in the
first place theological, and in the second
place scriptural. By theological, I mean
that even in the application it is the
Word of God that is being applied. It
is God speaking through His Word to
the hearts and lives of His people.
When we come to application, we
don't, as it were, push the Bible aside,
and lean over the pulpit and give some
random suggestions for daily living.
But we take the Word, that Word we
have been preaching, and apply that
Word, directly and specifically. For it
is God who through that Word speaks
to His people in their immediate cir
cumstances and needs. And by Scrip
tural application I mean that in the
application we are still preaching the
text, in its particularity.

May I suggest some dimensions of
application. The Word must be ap
plied to the individual's soul. It must
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also be applied to social life, to the
whole social framework and surround
ing life of the individual soul. It must
be applied to our day, to the world in a
general sense. But in applying it to
"our day," don't overlook the need of
the individual soul. Realize where
your people have come from to that
service of worship, and then preach to
their needs. And preach to all aspects
of the soul's need. Instruct. Let your
preaching be teaching. But don't
neglect the voluntive aspect. Call upon
your people to holy living. Challenge
their wills to rise up and serve Christ.
Don't neglect the emotional aspect of
the human soul. The Word of God is
rich in appeals to the emotions of the
people of God. Don't be afraid to ap
peal to the imagination. Set before
them the rich beauties, and the glories,
and the pathos of the Word. Don't
take a text, like an exclamation from
the Psalms, I love the Lord!, and then
present it in a dryas dust framework
which rigidly and frigidly excludes all
emotional reference. Preach and apply
the Word to all dimensions of the
human soul.

How little do we accomplish in
preaching God's Word. How much
more we could accomplish in present
ing the richness and the fulness of this
Book. We must proclaim it. We must
expound it. We must apply it. But
from start to finish it must be a min
istry of the Word. Not of our own
ideas, nor opinions. But of the Word
-to the hearts of the people. May
God give us grace to do that.

Murray
(Continued from p. 49)

The Nature
There are three things that need to

be said about the nature of faith. Faith
is knowledge, conviction, and trust.
1. Knowledge. It might seem very
confusing to say that faith is knowl
edge. For is it not one thing to know,
another thing to believe? This is partly
true. Sometimes we must distinguish
between faith and knowledge and place
them in contrast to each other. But
there is a knowledge that is indispens
able to faith. In our ordinary human
relations do we trust a person of whom
we know nothing? Especially when
that for which we trust him is of grave
importance for us we must know a
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good deal regarding his identity and
his character. How much more must
this be the case with that faith which is
directed to Christ; for it is faith against
all the issues of life and death, of time
and eternity. We must know who
Christ is, what he has done, and what
he is able to do. Otherwise faith would
be blind conjecture at the best and
foolish mockery at the worst. There
must be apprehension of the truth re
specting Christ.

Sometimes, indeed, the measure of
truth apprehended by the believing
person is very small, and we have to
appreciate the fact that the faith of
some in its initial stages is very elemen
tary. But faith cannot begin in a
vacuum. of knowledge. Paul reminds
us of this very simply when he says,
"Faith is of hearing, and hearing of the
word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17).
2. Conviction. Faith is assent. We
must not only know the truth respect
ing Christ but we must also believe it
to be true. It is possible, of course, for
us to understand the import of certain
propositions of truth and yet not be
lieve these propositions. All disbelief
is of this character, and the more in
telligently the import of the truths con
cerned is understood the more violent
may be the disbelief. A person who
rejects the virgin birth may understand
well what the doctrine of the virgin
birth is and for that very reason reject
it. But we are now dealing not with
disbelief or unbelief but with faith and
this obviously implies that the truths
known are also accepted as true.

The conviction which enters into
faith is not only an assent to the truth
respecting Christ but also a recognition
of the exact correspondence that there
is between the truth of Christ and our
need as lost sinners. What Christ is as
Saviour perfectly dovetails our deepest
and most ultimate need. This is just
saying that Christ's sufficiency as
Saviour meets the desperateness and
hopelessness of our sin and misery. It
is conviction which engages, therefore,
our greatest interest and which registers
the verdict: Christ is exactly suited to
all that I am in my sin and misery and
to all that I should aspire to be by
God's grace. Christ fits in perfectly to
the totality of our situation in its sin,
guilt, misery, and ill-desert.
3. Trust. Faith is knowledge passing
into conviction, and it is conviction
passing into confidence. Faith cannot
stop short of self-commitment to Christ,

a transference of reliance upon our
selves and all human resources to reli
ance upon Christ alone for salvation.
It is a receiving and resting upon him.
It is here that the most characteristic
act of faith appears; it is engagement of
person to person, the engagement of
the sinner as lost to the person of the
Saviour able and willing to save. Faith,
after all, is not belief of propositions of
truth respecting the Saviour, however
essential an ingredient of faith such be
lief is. Faith is trust in a person, the
person of Christ, the Son of God and
Saviour of the lost. It is entrustment
of ourselves to him. It is not simply
believing him; it is believing in him
and on him.

The Reformers laid special emphasis
upon this element of faith. They were
opposing the Romish view that faith is
assent. It is quite consistent with
Romish religion to say that faith is as
sent. It is the genius of the Romish
conception of salvation to intrude me
diators between the soul and the Sav
iour-the Church, the virgin, the sacra
ments. On the contrary, it is the glory
of the gospel of God's grace that there
is one mediator between God and man,
the man Christ Jesus. And it was the
glory of our Protestant Reformation to
discover again the purity of the evangel.
The Reformers recognized that the es
sence of saving faith is to bring the
sinner lost and dead in trespasses and
sins into direct personal contact with
the Saviour himself, contact which is
nothing less than that of self-commit
ment to him in all the glory of his per
son and perfection of his work as he is
freely and fully offered in the gospel.

It is to be remembered that the effi
cacy of faith does not reside in itself.
Faith is not something that merits the
favour of God. All the efficacy unto
salvation resides in the Saviour. As
one has aptly and truly stated the case,
it is not faith that saves but faith in
Jesus Christ; strictly speaking, it is not
even faith in Christ that saves but
Christ that saves through faith. Faith
unites us to Christ in the bonds of
abiding attachment and entrustment
and it is this union which insures that
the saving power, grace, and virtue of
the Saviour become operative in the
believer. The specific character of faith
is that it looks away from itself and
finds its whole interest and object in
Christ. He is the absorbing preoccu
pation of faith.

It is at the point of faith in Christ

57



The Plan for Presbyterian
Reunion

that our responsibility is engaged to the
fullest extent, just as it is in the exer
cise of faith that our hearts and minds
and wills are active to the highest de
gree. It is not our responsibility to
regenerate ourselves. Regeneration is
the action of God and of God alone. It
is our responsibility to be what regen
eration effects. It is our responsibility
to be holy. But the act of regeneration
does not come within the sphere of our
responsible action. Faith does. And
we are never relieved of the obligation
to believe in Christ to the saving of our
souls. The fact that regeneration is
the prerequisite of faith in no way re
lieves us of the responsibility to believe
nor does it eliminate the priceless priv
ilege that is ours as Christ and his
claims are pressed upon us in full and
free overtures of his grace. Our in
ability is no excuse for our unbelief nor
does it provide us with any reason for
not believing. As we are presented
with Christ in the gospel there is no
reason for the rejection of unbelief and
all reason demands the entrustment of
faith.

Professor Young on Leave
Next Academic Year

T H E Rev. Edward J. Young, Profes
sor of Old Testament at Westmin

ster Theological Seminary, will be on
leave of absence during the academic
year 1953-4. He expects to spend the
time in California, and will be engaged
in research and writing connected with
his field of study.

Day of Prayer
At Westminster

TH E Rev. Dr. William H. McIl
waine, a missionary to Japan under

the Southern Presbyterian Denomina
tion and a member of the Board of
Trustees of Westminster Seminary, was
the speaker at the annual Day of Prayer
services held at the Seminary on March
5. Dr. McIlwaine is currently in this
country on furlough.

BAPTISM BY SPRINKLING
and

THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS
Two 16-page booklets by Ben L. Rose, Pastor
Central Presbyterian Church, Bristol, Va.

Send 1Oc stamps for sample copies.

The Southern Presbyterian Journal
Weaverville. North Carolina
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A plan providing for the union of the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.

(Northern), the Presbyterian Church
in the U.S. (Southern), and the United
Presbyterian Church has been prepared
by a committee representing the three
denominations and has been distributed
to ministers of the churches for study.
It is expected the plan, in substantially
its present form, will be submitted to
the General Assemblies of the three
churches this year. At the very earliest
it could not go into effect for two full
years, and there may be delays which
will prevent its becoming effective for
some time, if at all.

The plan as at present distributed in
cludes the complete Constitution for
the united church, together with cer
tain supplemental material. The Con
stitution includes the Confession of
Faith, with no changes save such as
have already been adopted by at least
one of the three denominations, the
Larger and Shorter Catechisms (un
changed from the form at present
used), a Book of Discipline, Directory
for Worship, and Form of Government.
Also included are the brief supplemen
tal statements of the Reformed Faith
which have been adopted in the three
churches (Northern 1903, Southern
1910, United Presbyterian 1925), con
cerning which it is said that they are
endorsed by the new church not as sub
stitutes for but as interpretations of and
supplements to the Westminster Con
fession and Catechisms.

Boards and Agencies
The proposed plan does not provide

for the merger of boards, agencies or
institutions of the three churches.
Rather it provides that at the first As
sembly of the united church a commis
sion of fifty members shall be erected
to arrange this matter. The commis
sion will consist of 25 members from
the Northern body, 15 from the South
ern body, and 10 from the United
church. It will be empowered to make
recommendations for integrating the
work of the new Church in the fields of
missions, education, and administra
tion. Overlapping presbyteries and

By LESLIE W. SLOAT

synods will be expected to decide on a
readjustment of boundaries as soon as
possible.

Method of Approval
The program for putting the union

into effect is that the separate denomi
nations, according to their own rules,
shall approve a "categorical question"
stating the basis of the union and de
claring it adopted. This means that, in
the Northern church, the union must
be approved by a majority vote in the
General Assembly, followed by ap
proval by two-thirds of the presbyteries,
then by final approval and enactment
by the next Assembly; in the Southern
church approval by a majority of the
General Assembly, followed by ap
proval by three-fourths of the presby
teries, and final adoption by the next
Assembly; and in the United church
approval by a two-thirds vote of the
General Assembly, then approval by a
majority of all those voting in the pres
byteries (providing two-thirds of the
presbyteries vote) then final approval
by a two-thirds vote in the next As
sembly.

If anyone of the denominations fails
to approve, the merger will not take
place at all. If the approval as required
is given, a date will be set for the As
semblies of the churches to meet sep
arately under their own rules, then to
adjourn and meet as the Assembly of
the new church organization.

Congregations Dissenting
Provision is made for individual con

gregations to remain out of the union.
This applies for congregations of the
Southern or United churches only, not
of the Northern denomination. Ac
cording to this provision, at any time
within about a year after the merger is
approved, a congregation may at a duly
called meeting consider the question of
whether it shall refuse to enter the
union. A quorum of the communi
cant membership (one-third of the
total) must be present at such meeting,
and if three-fourths of those present
and voting, oppose entering the union,
that church will not be enrolled in the
union, and will be permitted to retain
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all its own property, subject to existing
liens and encumbrances. Protests
against the action of a particular con
gregation in this matter may be en
tered before the presbytery of jurisdic
tion, and if the protest is sustained the
Presbytery shall order the calling of an
other meeting of the congregation for
reconsidering the question.

New Offices
A review of the Form of Govern

ment brings to light several features of
interest. In addition to the usual offices
of minister, elder and deacon, provision
is made in separate chapters for "com
missioned church workers" and for
"lay preachers." The former include
directors of education or music in local
congregations, and executives, doctors
or nurses employed by boards or agen
cies of the church. The commissioned
church workers apply and are taken
under care of presbytery, undergo an
examination, and are duly called and
commissioned. They have a right to
the floor in meetings of presbytery,
though not to a vote. Lay preachers
are persons, men or women, to whom
the presbytery grants a commission,
giving authority to preach or teach in
some local congregation, in order that
the congregation may not be without
the ministry of the gospel. Such com
missions shall not be valid for more
than three years, but may be extended.

Ordination Vows
In the Form of Government we are

told that, since His ascension, Christ "is
present with and governs the Church
through His Word and Spirit, and by
the ministry of men: thus mediately
exercising His authority unto the estab
lishment of His kingdom" (II. 2).
There is a section on the organizing of
particular churches (only by the au
thority of Presbytery). The vows taken
on entrance into office-licentiates,
ministers, elders, deacons-appear to
be those previously required in the
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.,
with the addition, as Number I in each
case, of this question-"Do you believe
in one God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit-and do you confess anew the
Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour and
Lord and acknowledge Him head over
all things to the Church, which is His
body?" Elders and deacons are to be
ordained with the laying on of the
hands of the session. Women as well
as men may be elected to these offices.

General Assembly
The General Assembly will consist of
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approximately one rruruster and one
ruling elder for each six thousand min
isters and communicant members,
chosen by the presbyteries according to
the size of the presbytery. This means
the Assembly will have about a thou
sand delegates. There is to be a Gen
eral Council of the Assembly, also a
Permanent Judicial Commission. There
is also to be a permanent nominating
committee which will submit to the
Assembly one nomination for each
vacancy on the General Council, Judi
cial Commission, and the Boards of the
Church.

The Sacraments
In the Directory for Worship, on the

subject of infant baptism we read, "It
is the duty and privilege of parents to
dedicate their children to God in bap
tism, thereby claiming God's covenant
promises to parents and children . . ."
The parents of a child to be baptized
are asked questions, of which this is the
first: "Do you acknowledge your faith
in Christ as Savour and Lord, and
therein dedicate your children to
Him?" (Note-on checking with the
present Presbyterian U.S.A. Constitu
tion, we find that no questions at all
are appointed to be put to parents pre
senting their children for baptism.
Rather they are given public instruction
according to a specified form which,
however, speaks more in historic terms,
and contains no suggestion that infant
baptism is a "dedication.") The par
ents also promise to instruct their chil
dren in the principles of the holy reli
gion as contained in the Scripture, but
there is no reference to the Confession
of Faith as a guide in this instruction.
And finally the parents promise that
when children come to years of discre
tion they (the parents) will guide the
children to a personal profession of
faith in Jesus Christ and into full com
munion with the church.

Adults seeking baptism and church
membership are first received by the
session, and then publicly answer these
questions-"Do you receive and profess
the Christian faith, and in this faith do
you desire to be baptized? Do you
confess your sins and turn from them
with godly sorrow, and put all your
trust in the mercy of God which is in
Christ Jesus; and do you promise in
this strength to lead a sober, righteous
and godly life? Now desiring to be
received to the Lord's Supper, do you
promise to make diligent use of the
means of grace, submitting yourself to

the lawful authority and guidance of
the Church, and continuing in the
peace and fellowship of the people of
God?"

With respect to the administration of
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,
provision is made for such administra
tion, not only in the stated place of
worship, and privately to the sick, but
also in "public gatherings outside or
ganized congregational life," though
there it is to be administered ordinarily
with the authority of the appropriate
judicatory.

Concerning the union, there is no
way of telling at the present time
whether it will be approved by the
separate churches. Our judgment
would be that the main question will
be in the Southern Presbyterian de
nomination, and that there is good pos
sibility of substantial delay there before
approval.

Cha.pel Hill Pastor
Removed

A commission of the Presbytery of
Orange of the Southern Presby

terian Church has dismissed the Rev.
Charles M. Jones from the pastorate of
Chapel Hill, N. C. Presbyterian
Church, which he has held for 12 years.

For some months a commission of
the Presbytery has been investigating
conditions in the church at Chapel Hill,
North Carolina. The church is in the
Southern Presbyterian denomination.

In a report filed with the Presbytery,
the commission reported that practices
in the church violated Presbyterian
government, and that the views of offi
cers of the church, including apparently
the pastor, were contrary to the Con
fession.

The Presbytery, according to a pro
cedure which is used in the Southern
denomination, gave the Commission

59



Name .._ _ _ _ - .

Address __ ._ ..__ __ ..

The Presbyterian Guardian is a .nonthly magazine committed to stating. defending, and
promoting orthodox Presbyterianism as set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith.

•
7 WEST36ST' NEWYORKI8,N·Y·

SUNDAY SCHOOL
PAPERS

Edited by Orthodox Bible Teacher.

Flannelgraph Pictures
aud Helps

CHRISTIAN REFORMED PUBLISHING HOUSE
Grand Rapids, Mich.

FORM

charges he had brought against the
new Bible and the National and World
Councils. He quoted extensively from
publications of these Councils showing
the Modernism and the socialist charac
ter of their literature. He pointed out
that his dismissal in 1936 was purely
because he refused to resign from the
Independent Board for Foreign Mis
sions when ordered to do so by the
Assembly. His dismissal from the min
istry then was on basically the same
grounds as the dismissal of Dr. J.
Gresham Machen, world renowned
defender of the faith. "A personal
attack," he said, "does not answer the
evidence we have presented."

Enclosed find $2.00 for Nhich please send The Presbyterian Guardian
for CIne year to:

International Councils of Christian
Churches and of Carl J. McIntire and
those associated with him.

"We call the attention of our pastors
and lay members to the fact that, for
more than adequate cause, he was dis
missed from the ministry of one of the
honored denominations of this Alliance,
in consequence of which his standing
as a minister is not recognized by any
of the member communions. We dis
avow his unfounded attacks on the
integrity and orthodoxy of the minis
tries of our communion and of the
ecumenical agencies through which we
work together.

"It is our hope that the National and
World Councils of Churches and the
International Missionary Council will
take suitable and effective steps to
counteract those disruptive influences
on our common Christian witness at
home and abroad. We encourage our
brethren everywhere to bear with
patience and judge with charity these
unhappy attacks upon their faith and
ministry.

"We are happy to announce that a
carefully documented study of this min
istry of disruption will shortly be avail
able to our constituent denominations
which we believe will prove useful in
setting this source of criticism in its
true perspective."

The American Council headquarters,
and Mr. McIntire personally, each
quickly issued replies to the Confer
ence. Mr. McIntire noted that the
action of the Conference was in the
form of a personal attack upon him
which made no attempt to answer the
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Dear sirs:

Mcintire Replies to
Alliance Critics

ON February 27 the annual confer
ence of the Western Section of the

World Alliance of Churches holding
the Presbyterian System denounced the
Rev. Carl McIntire for his criticisms of
the National and World Councils of
Churches, and his attacks on the new
Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

On the basis of a document report
edly prepared by a top-ranking minister
of the Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A., and of a report by a committee
of Evangelical and Reformed Church
ministers, the Conference censured Mr.
Mclntire and disavowed and dissociated
itself from his criticisms.

The text of the resolution adopted by
the Conference is as follows:

"As representatives of the constituent
denominations of this Western Section
of the Alliance of Reformed Churches.
we rejoice in the present day ecumeni
cal movement which, here and abroad,
encourages among non-Roman Chris
tians the realization of a large measure
of that unity which is ours in Christ.

"In keeping with that movement we
continue to bear witness to the faith
which is symbolized in the historic con
fessions and creeds and which has its
source and norm in the Word of God.

"With particular regret, therefore,
we deplore the disruptive and deceptive
influence of the so-called American and

authority to continue and conclude the
case. On January 29, the Commission
told the pastor he could resign. or be
dismissed. He refused to resign. L Then
the Commission dismissed him.

No specific reason for the dismissal
was given. The general statement was
made that the "interest of religion im
peratively demands it."

The action of the Commission is
final within the Presbytery. However,
notice has been given that members of
the congregation intend to appeal the
matter to the Synod of North Carolina,
and to the Southern General Assembly
if necessary.

The Chapel Hill church is closely
associated with the University of North
Carolina. A number of the church
officers are on the faculty of the uni
versity. Mr. Jones is at present on a
year's leave of absence to work with a
children's foundation at Kingsport,
Tennessee.

60 The Presbyterian Guardian


