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Meditation

A Strange Triumph

JESUS ONCE RODE INTO JERUSALEM
amid the acclamation of a great mul­

titude. He was enthusiastically received
as the son of David, the king who came
in the name of the Lord.

This reception was fitting, for Jesus
was what they said he was. And it had
been prophesied long before that he
should come in this manner. It was the
solemn duty and the glorious privilege
of the people of Israel to welcome him
with joy and enthusiastic acclaim. If
they had been silent at this time, the
very stones would have cried out.

It was time to receive him in triumph
because Christ was now ascending his
Messianic throne. He had demonstrated
his right to reign. And the people had
come to sense something of his glory
through the mighty works that he had
done; particularly, it seems, the majesty
he displayed in the raising of Lazarus.

Yet it is striking that amid all the
applause and acclamation and the song
of praise there should be so much of
humiliation for our Lord. It was a
strange triumph he experienced. Particu­
larly so in view of his personal identity
and his official Messianic powers.

We would not think it fitting that
our President should ride to his inaugura­
tion on a farm tractor or a "pick-up"
truck. But Jesus rides upon an ass. Nor
was it an ass groomed and saddled for
the occasion. It was an ass picked up by
the roadside.

Jesus himself cannot be distinguished
from the crowd by any of the custo­
mary signs of royalty. There are no
regal robes, no royal crown. He ap­
pears as a man among men.

Even the reception is hardly in
keeping with his dignity. The branches,
the garments spread out on the street
before him speak of welcome and show
enthusiasm. But they are a makeshift,
an expedient hurriedly and unceremoni­
ously produced. It is hardly the tradi­
tional "red carpet" welcome.

In the midst of all the excitement of
the people the note of rebellion is not
lacking. Neither is it kept completely
secret. There are those who do not
approve, and they even go to our Lord
himself with their protest, "Master, re­
buke thy disciples!" To them the accla­
mation is an insult to God. It is a

mad delusion. It ought to be stopped.
And it is the leaders of Israel that
voice this sentiment. Jesus is not recog­
nized as the King by those who should
be the very first to receive Him.

And Jesus knows that even the
crowd who now seem so much for him
give him but a fickle welcome. It will
be but days before the shout of accla­
mation will be turned into the cry for
crucifixion. Now they think they see in
him the emancipator that will break the
yoke of Rome. But they will soon run
to Rome to be rid of him. They think
he is their king now. But how easily
they will decide they have no king but
Caesar!

If the throne our Lord was riding to
was anything to be received then in
the city of Jerusalem, surely Jesus was
a miserable aspirant! So poorly he was
received; so soon rejected!

Yet he was about to ascend to glory.
But his throne could be reached only by
way of Gethsemane and the court of
the High Priest and the cowardly oppor­
tunism of Pilate and the agony of Cal­
vary with all its shame and the seem­
ingly total defeat of the tomb.

There is something bewildering about
this meeting of apparent cross currents
in the life of this person. Many have
stumbled over this problem. How could
anyone ride into power on the crest of
a wave of such overwhelming defeat?
And is it conceivable that that would be
the way of Messiah, the Anointed of
the Lord?

Our Lord was unique in his earthly
history, As King he had to buy his
people with his blood. He delivered
them by atoning for them upon Calvary.
And not until he had saved them from
divine justice and released them from
God's curse because of sin could he
have them to rule over in the glory of
the Messianic Kingdom. As their sub­
stitute he had to become one with them
in their shame so that they might be­
come one with him in glory. It was un­
avoidable that the time of coronation
should have been immediately preceded
by the time of deepest humiliation. It
should not surprise us that Jesus should
have experienced so strange a reception
as he entered into the city of Jerusalem.
By us he would be welcomed as the
King who bought us with his own blood
that we might be to the praise of the
glory of his grace.

HENRY P. TAVARES

Special Services at
West Collingswood, N. J.
A SPECIAL SERIES of evangelistic

services will be held at Immanuel
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, West
Collingswood, N. J. April 21-24.
Guest speaker will be the Rev. Dr.
Leonard Greenway, pastor of the
Burton Heights Christian Reformed
Church of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Theme of the series of meetings is
"Wanted: God's Man."

The Saturday meeting, beginning at
7 :30 p.m., will be a Missionary Youth
Rally sponsored by the Presbytery of
New Jersey in the interest of Foreign
Missions. Miss Dorothy Deidrich, mis­
sionary appointee to Eritrea, and Mr.
Harvey Conn of Westminster Semin­
ary will give brief testimonies, and Dr.
Greenway will speak on the subject,
"Turning the World Upside Down."

Dr. Greenway will speak at both
services on Sunday, and at 7 :30 p.m.
on Monday and Tuesday.

All who can possibly come are urged
to attend these meetings, and to bring
friends, young people and old alike.

Dr. Greenway is the author of sev­
eral books, including "Basic Questions
about the Bible," "Basic Questions
about Christian Behaviour," and
"Talks to Teeners."

Duffs Due May 29

T H E REV. and Mrs. Clarence W.
Duff, Orthodox Presbyterian mis­

sionaries in Eritrea, plan to leave that
country about April 20 and are sched­
uled to arrive in New York aboard the
Queen Elizabeth May 29.

Mr. and Mrs. Duff will spend about
two weeks in Syria, surveying a field
there to which the attention of the
Committee on Foreign Missions has
been called. Then they expect to travel
overland from Italy through Europe,
with several stops to visit friends and
relatives, arriving in England a day or
two before their ship sails.

While home on their furlough, they
will be living in a house they own in
Willow Grove, Penna.

Correction

I N THE REVIEW of the book by John
Murray, Redemption Accomplished

and Applied, which appeared in our
March issue, the price was stated in­
correctly. The correct price of the book
is $3.00.

The Presbyterian Guardian is published manthly by the Presbyterian Guordio-i Publishing Corporation, 728 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia
2, Pa., at the following rates, payable in advance for either old or new subscrib....s in any part of the world, postage prepaid: $2.50 per year; $ J .00 for
four months; 25¢ per single copy. Entered as second class matter March 4, J937, at the Post Office at Philadelphia, under the Act of March 3, 1879.
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Expects Him To Go in Late Summer

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Boyce Spooner, with Deborah and Judith, examine
a Chinese pottery bell from collection of oriental items they own.

Co....illee Appoints Spooner

To Korean Mission

Severance hospital in Seoul. But Flor­
ence died on the way. All this I did
not know. In fact, I did not even
know it when the following week the
whole Hunt family climbed aboard
the ship to see me-Lois Margaret,
Connie, Bertha, the famous twins
Mary and David, Mrs. Hunt and tall
red-headed Bruce. He invited me to
come with them to a Korean church
out in the country.

So it was that, on a rainy Sunday, I
sat for the first time with the men in
a tiny church by the side of the Nak
Tong Gang and had my firstexperi­
ence of trying to sing The Lord's
Prayer, without music, without piano,
and utterly without confidence. In the
midst of introducing me to the con­
gregation Bruce broke into English
and told me, "I just told them you
would sing a solo."

That was the beginning. The years
that followed, the war, the flight to
Japan, the return to Pusan, my English
classes in the U.S.I.S., a brief interim
translator's position with the same out­
fit, weeks filled with night classes at
ROK hospitals, classes in Dr. Chis­
holm's home-all of these followed
in more or less natural sequence after
that clumsy, naive attempt at singing

The Lord's Prayer.
My family returned home without

me, and, after Arthur J. recovered
from Bulbar polio, moved into 238
East Bennet avenue, the Wildwood
home of the Hunts on furlough. They
joined Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian

they had grown tired of waiting for a
replacement and had moved everyone
up one notch.

A few months later there was an
opening-one much higher up than
the one I had expected to fill. But in
the meantime I had the run of the
plant, doing small repair jobs here
and there, and learning at leisure every
angle of the plant's operation.

It was during this period that I
began to enjoy fellowship with one
of the local missionaries, a Rev. Bruce
Hunt, who lived way over on the
other side of town. I had been referred
to him by an acquaintance with whom
I rode the train to Pusan. The very
first night after I arrived I took a
jeep and finally located the Hunt
home. No one was there save a lot
of children, who said their father had
gone to Seoul to help their mother
with the funeral arrangements of one
of the missionaries who had died a
day previous.

This was Miss Florence Handyside.
I never knew her. The day I came
down to Pusan on the hot dusty train,
Mrs. Hunt was taking Florence to

MR. A. BOYCE SPOONER of Hat­
boro, Penna., a graduate of

Westminster Seminary, has been ap­
pointed by the Committee on Foreign
Missions of The Orthodox Presby­
terian Church to missionary service in
Korea. Mr. Spooner is a licentiate of
the Presbytery of New Jersey. He ex­
pects, according to present plans, to
go to Korea in the late summer, ac­
companied by his wife Gladys, and
his two younger children, Deborah
aged 13, and Judith aged nine. A son,
Arthur J., who is married, is attending
Gordon College in Boston.

Mr. Spooner spent last summer as
director at the Wildwood, N. J.,
Boardwalk Chapel. He also helped
with the chapel work on a previous
occasion.

It was while he was a civilian en­
gineer employed on a power ship in
Pusan harbor that he made the
acquaintance of the Rev. and Mrs.
Bruce Hunt, missionaries to Korea,
and their family. His experiences with
them, and with the missionary and
church work in Korea, brought him
to the conviction that he should de­
vote his life to missionary service. He
returned to the United States and en­
rolled at Westminster Seminary. The
task of carrying on the studies, and
at the same time caring for his family,
was monumental. But he was able to
complete the work in January of this
year, and his application to and ap­
proval by the Committee on Foreign
Missions followed.

At our request, Mr. Spooner has
written for the GUARDIAN the fol­
lowing brief account of his relation­
ship to the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church:

Mr. Spooner's Account
I arrived in Pusan, Korea, half-way

around the globe from my home town
just outside Boston, in January 1950,
to find that the job I had been sent
out there to do was already filled by
someone else. On the Powership
Jacona, tied up at pier 4 and delivering
20,000 KW of high voltage electricity
to Korea's small national power pool,
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Church, then under the spiritual guid­
ance of the Rev. Leslie A. Dunn.

When I returned some months later,
it was good to see the Hunts again,
and we enjoyed one glorious summer
before they returned to Korea. Since
then we have been struggling through
an "impossible" situation, attending
Westminster Seminary and keeping
the family going at the same time.
Now, by the grace of the Almighty
and Sovereign God we are ready to
join with the Hunt and Hard families
in the work in Korea.

This is very personal-it has to be.
We want to thank all the many
friends, known and unknown, who
have helped us to get through. Often-

Assembly to Begin
Thursday, July 26

SINCE there seems to have been some
confusion concerning the Assembly,

we are glad to give the following in­
formation.

The General Assembly is scheduled
to convene on Thursday, July 26, at
the camp on the southern outskirts of
Denver. Mr. Male, who is in charge
of planning, suggests that delegates
arrange to arrive on Thursday morn­
ing, with a view to the Assembly be­
ginning Thursday afternoon. A more
definite schedule will be announced
later. The grounds will be available
through the following Monday, and if
necessary for an additional day.

It is expected that the entire mem­
bership of Dakota Presbytery, includ­
ing elder representatives, will be on
hand to welcome their visiting breth­
ren, and it is hoped that a large attend­
ance from all the presbyteries will be
present.

Miss Deidrich To Go
To Eritrea

TH E COMMITTEE on Foreign Mis­
sions, at its regular meeting held

March 22, decided to have Miss Dor­
othy Deidrich go to Eritrea as soon
as possible this summer.

The Committee had desired that
Miss Deidrich, a nurse, take a special
course in obstetrics at a hospital in
Kentucky before going to the field.
However it now appears that she
would not be able to enroll in the
course, because of the multitude of
applicants and the limited enrollment,
until this fall, and she would thus not
be able to go to the field for another
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times we were not in the mood for
help, only for backing down, or tak­
ing a secondary course. But the Chris­
tain love of these many people kept
our confidence and our desire to serve
the Lord in this way-kept our con­
fidence alive when we would have let
it die-s-quickened our desire, when we
would have buried it under a heap of
excuses.

May God bless you all. May we
in our years ahead serve Him in
Korea in your place and in your
names, knowing you must stay here
while we go. We thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.

ARTHUR B. SPOONER
GLADYS A. SPOONER

year.
The Committee consulted with the

missionaries in Eritrea and the decision
was to have her proceed to the field as
soon as arrangements could be com­
pleted. No definite arrangements have
yet been completed, as certain govern­
ment permits must be secured. But the
church is asked to be much in prayer
that the way may be cleared and the
funds provided for this addition to the
missionary program.

Westminster Seminary
Commencement

THE ANNUAL Commencement Ex­
ercises of Westminster Theological

Seminary are to be held at the Semin­
ary on Wednesday afternoon, May 16,
at 3 p.m. The Rev. William J. Jones
will deliver the address for the oc­
casion. He is Editor-in-Chief of publi­
cations of the American Sunday School
Union.

Other commencement activities in­
clude the meeting of the Wesminster
Alumni Association, to be held Tues­
day afternoon, May 15, followed by
the annual Alumni Banquet, to which
all friends of the Seminary are in­
vited. The banquet will be held at the
Casa Conti in Glenside, with the Rev.
Robert K. Rudolph, D.O., Registrar
and Professor of Systematic Theology
of the Reformed Episcopal Seminary,
as guest speaker. The Board of Trus­
tees will also meet on Tuesday, and on
Wednesday, following their annual
luncheon, the Women's Auxiliary of
the Seminary will hold their annual
meeting.

The Baccalaureate Service will be
held Sunday afternoon, May 13, III

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, adjacent to the Seminary cam­
pus. The Rev. Professor Meredith G.
Kline will preach the Baccalaureate
sermon.

Notices and invitations concerning
the commencement activities are being
sent out by mail. Reservations must be
made for attendance at the Alumni
banquet, and the price is $2.25 a per­
son.

Anniversary Service May 23

ALL MEMBERS and FRIENDS
of The Orthodox Presbyterian

Church and any other interested
persons are invited to attend a
special anniversary service and
rally to be held in Calvary Ortho­
dox Presbyterian Church, Glenside,
Pa., adjacent to Westminster Semi­
nary, on Wednesday evening,
May 23.

This year Presbyterians in Amer­
ica are celebrating the 250lh anni­
versary of the founding of the
Presbyterian Church in this coun­
try, which occurred in 1706. The
Orthodox Presbyterian Church is
also reaching her 20th anniversary
this year.

Believing it proper to observe
these anniversaries, the Presbytery
of Philadelphia has set up a com­
mittee to plan and promote the
observance in the Philadelphia
area. The Committee is urging
local churches to observe the anni­
versaries in whatever means they
deem appropriate, particularly
through a series of special sermons
in May. The Committee has also
arranged with the Committee on
Christian Education to provide
special "Bulletin" covers suitable
for the occasion, and special tracts
dealing with the doctrines and his­
tory of "Biblical Presbyterianism."

And as the chief feature of the
observance. the Committee has ar­
ranged the special anniversary
service on May 23. The Rev.
Robert S. Marsden, Executive Sec­
retary of Westminster Theological
Seminary, and one of those who
joined in organizing The Ortho­
dox Presbyterian Church in 1936,
will be the speaker on this oc­
casion.

Everyone who can possibly at­
tend is urged to be present, and to
bring as many friends as possible.

The Presbyterian Guardian



The Relalion 01 Minisle..s
To Ruling Elde..s

WHAT IS THE RELATION of the office
of the minister of the gospel to

that of the ruling elder in Presbyterian
polity? This question was warmly dis­
cussed in America a century ago, with
James H. Thornwell and Charles Hodge
as the principal protagonists in the de­
bate. The proposed revision of the Form
of Government of the Orthodox Presby­
terian Church has brought this matter
before us again.

In the Committee's Version, as has
been indicated in earlier Guardian ar­
ticles, there is a tendency to elevate the
office of the ruling elder. The office of
the minister and that of the ruling elder
are seen to be substantially one office:
that of the presbyter of the New Testa­
ment, although some who hold this office
have a particular and recognized function
of teaching which others do not. This
was Thornwell's position.

Unity of Office
The emphasis on the unity of the

office is seen in the Version in the de­
finition of Presbyterianism in Chapter
I: 3 "the church ... is ruled by presby­
ters, commonly called elders, who are
set apart for this purpose by solemn or­
dination and who exercise this authority
by delegation from Christ. Such presby­
ters perform this function of govern­
ment jointly and on a parity with one
another." (See also XI: I. )

This emphasis becomes emphatic in
Version III: 2 which reads, "The ordinary
and perpetual officers of the church are
elders, or presbyters, and deacons." This
is substituted for our present form which
reads, . . . "ministers, ruling elders, and
deacons."

In particular, the Committee's Version
stresses the parity of ministers and ruling
elders with respect to rule. See the quota­
tion from 1:3 above, and XII: 3. Our
present form speaks of ruling elders as
"the particular representatives of the
people" (Chapter V). The proposed re­
vision deletes this phrase, making it
clear that the minister and the ruling
elder stand in precisely the same rela­
tion to the people so far as the ruling
function is concerned.
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This position adopted in the revision
has decided practical consequences: the
minister is made subject to the discipline
and jurisdiction of the session "in all
matters which concern his membership
in the congregation" (IV: 2). It is no
longer necessary for the pastor to be the
moderator of the session (XII: 3,4), or
of a congregational meeting (XXVIII:3;
XVIII: 3 ). When the church is without
a pastor the session may proceed to con­
duct all its business without the presence
of a minister, although it is "usually ex­
pedient" for a minister to be present
(XII: 5). Even in cases of illness or
necessary absence of the pastor the same
procedure may be followed (XII: 5) .
Under our present form of government a
session may proceed only "informally"
without a ministerial moderator, "any
action taken at such an informal meeting
being subject to ratification at a duly con­
stituted meeting" (Form of Govern­
ment IX:4).

Further, in the Committee's Version,
ruling elders lay on hands in ordaining
ministers, other elders, and deacons, and
are themselves ordained with the laying
on of hands (XVI:5; XIX: 10). In one
respect the Committee goes beyond
Thornwell: it allows for exhorting and
teaching by ruling elders in the congrega­
tional service of worship on the Lord's
Day (XXV: 1). The wording here is
quite remarkable. As an alternative to the
reading of a sermon of a minister ap­
proved by presbytery, "an elder shall
teach and exhort when recognized by the
presbytery as qualified to do so in the
circumstances." There appears to be in
view here some presbyterial examination
of ruling elders with a licensure to teach
and exhort in emergencies. In addition
to teaching elders there are ruling elders
licensed to teach "in the circumstances."

Distinction of Office
However, while there is a clear ten­

dency to stress what is regarded as the
common ruling office of presbyters in
the Committee's Version, there remain
numerous instances of another type of
formulation. The definition of ruling
elders in Chapter VIII of the Version is

put in quite different terms: "Christ
who has instituted government in his
church has furnished some men, beside
the ministers of the Word, with gifts
for government, and with commission
to execute the same when called there­
unto. Such officers, chosen by the people
from among their number, are to join
with the ministers in the government
of the church and. are properly called
ruling elders."

The first sentence of this statement
is adopted from the Form of Church Gov­
ernment of the Westminster Assembly,
and the second sentence from our present
Form which reflects the same source.
The "common office" emphasis may ac­
count for omissions from both of these
sources, but the only accommodation in
the words retained is the substitution of
"properly" for "commonly" in the last
clause.'

This formulation, it will be observed,
speaks of the ministers in sharp differ­
entiation from these other officers, who
also have gifts for government and are
to join with the ministers in the govern­
ment of the church.

Other elements in the Committee's
Version seem to accord with this view
of the ministry and church governors as
distinct offices. The session is said to
consist of the pastor or pastors and ruling
elders of a particular congregation
(XII: 1). The wide differences between
ministers and ruling elders in our pre­
sent Form with respect to the manner
of their trials, examination, and ordina­
tion are in the main retained and justi­
fied (I: 9; XVII: 1 ) . Ministers are
all permanent members of presbyteries
and of general assemblies. Ruling elders
are members only when commissioned
by a particular church (XIII: 1; xly: 2 ) .
The session is competent to proceed to
the divestiture of a ruling elder or dea­
con, but not of a minister (XVl:7;
XIX:15).

In studying the problems we do well
to recognize the two contrasted em­
phases. On the one hand, the Thornwell
position starts with the basic office of the
presbyter as ruler and differentiates two
classes of presbyters by the addition of
the teaching function to this fundamental
office. On this view there are many
references in the New Testament to the

1 In the thinking of the Westminster
Divines, "Church Governors" is the proper
title for the office. "Elders" while common,
has the disadvantage of confusing two
offices regarded by them as distinct.
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ruling elder. Indeed, he is assumed to be
in view along with the teaching elder in
all the New Testament references to
elders (presbyters), bishops, and pas­
tors, unless there is clear contextual evi­
dence for restricting the term to only
one class of presbyter. Therefore when
Paul and Barnabas appointed elders in
every church (Acts 14:23) ruling elders
are chiefly in view. Otherwise, it is
argued, a plurality of elders in each
church is difficult to account for. Similar­
ly it is to a group composed mainly
of ruling elders that Paul says, "Take
heed unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made
you bishops, to feed the church of the
Lord .. :' (Acts 20:28). Many present
supporters of this view hold that when
Paul declares that bishops must be "apt
to teach" this applies to ruling as well as
teaching elders, since there is no limita­
tion of the type of "bishop" spoken of
(I Tim. 3:2).

This approach however has not been
by any means universal in the older
Presbyterianism. In opposing it Hodge
may appeal with justice to Presbyterian
tradition. Calvin, to begin with, does
not adopt this approach. Both in the In­
stitutes (BKIV:II1,8) and in his com­
mentaries he refers the terms,' pastor,
bishop, and presbyter to the minister of
the Word, and sees the Scriptural war­
rant for the "Governors" of the church
in I Cor. 12:28 and Romans 12:8. This
is also the position of the Westminster
Assembly, which places the church gov­
ernor beside the pastor and teacher and
the deacon as a distinct and permanent
office in the church, and establishes it
from these same twO Scriptures. George
Gillespie informs us that this was deter­
mined without a negative vote on Dec.
8,1643. In The Divine Right of Church­
Government, Second Edition, 1647, a
group of London Presbyterian divines
argues for the office of the ruling elder
from these two Scripture passages and I
Tim. 5: 17. The passages are exegeted at
great length and objections met (pp.
123-175) .

It is against this background that our
present Form of Government asserts,
"This office has been understood, by a
great part of the Protestant Reformed
churches, to be designated in the holy
Scripturesby the title of governments and
of those who rule well but do not labor
in the word and doctrine" (Chapter V) .
This is again a reference to the same
Scriptures.
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It is evident that in the approach of
Calvin, the Westminster Assembly, and
our present Form of Government the
office of the ruling elder is quite distinct
from that of the minister and rests upon
a narrow and specific Scriptural base.
To those who object that the base is too
narrow-Thornwell, for example, urges
that in effect the Scriptural warrant for
the office is removed-the defenders of
Calvin's position appeal to the Old Testa­
ment background. The function of elders
who rule only is not a novelty,but a con­
tinuance of an Old Testament institution
in which elders were quite distinct from
priests and Levites. The Westminster
Form of Government appeals in this con­
nection to II Chron. 19:8.

Some Questions Considered
In considering this question an aware­

ness of the history of the discussion is
important. It is naive to assume that the
Thornwell position may be taken for
granted in modern Presbyterianism. Our
interest, however, is not primarily in

The Gospel by Printed Page
in Greece

By Edward J. Young

I N A RECENT ISSUE of THE PRESBY­
TERIAN GUARDIAN (November

1955) we told of the work of the Sec­
ond Evangelical Church of Athens,
Greece. One phase of this work is car­
ried on by means of the printed page.
There are three types of literature which
may be mentioned and which will be
of interest to readers of the GUARDIAN.

In the first place a daily devotional
booklet is circulated among Greek read­
ers. In form this booklet is very similar to
that which is issued by the Back to God
Hour. There is a verse of Scripture for
each day, and a few brief comments are
made upon the verse. At the bottom of
the page there is a brief prayer. A sec­
ond means by which the Gospel is
preached is found in an interesting lit­
tle magazine issued for children. Apart
from several features which are of par­
ticular interest to children, the magazine
carries stories. At present there is a
continued life of Martin Luther which
will help to make the truths of the Re­
formation accessible to the children of
Greece. Of special value is a page of
doctrinal studies, in which the truths of
Scripture are made available to young
readers. The issue for January 1956, for
example, contains the second in a series
of discussions of The Holy Scripture,

which view has the deepest roots In

Presbyterian tradition. The question is,
which is Scriptural?

It would be presumptuous to seek to
determine this question in so brief an
article. The following suggestions are
given in the hope that they may stimu­
late study and discussion of this matter.

1. Can it be demonstrated that the
term "presbyter" in the New Testament
does include ruling elders?

Thornwell thought that this could be
shown as a "negative instance" from I
Tim. 5: 17: "Let the elders that rule
well be counted worthy of double honor,
especially those who labor in the word
and in teaching:'

Thornwell reasoned that if some
elders rule but do not teach, teaching
cannot be essential to being an elder.
Ruling, however, is.

It has been too readily assumed that
"elders" in this verse is used in the
technical sense. When the word is used

(See "Clowney" page 62)

and treats of inspiration. A third usage
of the printed page is the translation into
Greek of Scripture notes which are writ­
ten in England. These make possible a
survey of the entire Bible during the
course of five years.

The Presbyterian Church in Greece is
thus making a valiant attempt to reach
its land with the Gospel as well as to in­
struct and indoctrinate its own people.
We of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church may indeed rejoice in this vali­
ant witness to the truth as it is in Jesus
Christ. One thing which characterizes
the work of the church is its vigorous
evangelistic endeavor to reach those out­
side the church. A recent letter from
Greece tells of the young people of
Salonika (the Biblical Thessalonica)
who arranged for a service to be held
in the largest public hall of the city.
A large audience filled the hall to hear
the Gospel, and Dr. Had jiantoniou, who
preached, writes that he hopes that there
were present "people who opened their
hearts to receive the message of the
Prince of Peace:' May we of the Ortho­
dox Presbyterian Church pray that God
will encourage these faithful laborers of
His in that land in which the great
Apostle once proclaimed the Name of
Christ. May we also pray that the op­
position of the Greek Orthodox Church
will prove to be ineffective, and that
the Gospel may be seen to be indeed the
power of God unto salvation.

The Presbyterian Guardian
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Principles of Presbyterianism

Two ARTICLES earnestly concerned
with basic principles of Presbyterian

church government have appeared in the
January and February numbers of this
journal. In particular they contain forth­
right criticisms of a formulation of a
Chapter on "Basic Principles" which has
been proposed for adoption by the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church. In the
judgment that they raise questions of
the gravest import for the future of this
denomination, we believe that the issues
that have been raised must be discussed
with the utmost frankness.

The former article, by Robert S. Mars­
den, contains the more moderate attack
upon the proposal of the AssemblyCom­
mittee. For it not only agrees in elimin­
ating "certain elements that might be
termed 'rationalistic'," but it also accepts
substantial portions of the proposed new
chapter. It nevertheless maintains that it
has seemed "well to retain the 'Basic
Principles' which had been a part of
Presbyterian church government for
many years."

The later article, by Paul Woolley,
while not discussing the chapter as a
whole, evidently agrees with the former
article so far as its main thrust is con­
cerned. It also makes a plea for a re­
tention of the traditional chapter. But it
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goes beyond the former article, not only
in the extent and intensity of its basic
criticisms, but also in the far-reaching
claim that the Committee's proposed
chapter affords evidence that the Ortho­
dox Presbyterian Church may be for­
saking its heritage and abandoning the
explicit purpose for which it was brought
into being.

While we think it important that the
viewpoints expressed in these articles be
fully considered, we cannot disguise the
fact that we on our part should regard
it as calamitous if the basic approach
apparently taken by these critics should
prevail. As we consider the questions
at issue, however, we think it timely to
warn our readers not to gain an exag­
gerated estimate of the differences be­
tween the spokesmen for the variant
viewpoints. The dispute at this point is
not simply one between conservatives
and radicals, between traditionalists and
innovators. Our own ideals and hopes
for the Church as well as our concern
that it shall not follow the path of iso­
lation and sectarianism are much, much
closer to those of the authors of these
articles than might possibly be gathered
from a superficial reading of the present
discussion.

This does not imply, however, that
most weighty issues are not at stake in
the decisions with which the Church is
confronted. In our judgment the pro­
posal of the Committee has resulted
from a most earnest concern to set forth
Scriptural principles and to eliminate
all formulations which lack support of or
are contrary to Scripture. The other ap­
proach, it appears to us, is largely tra­
ditionalistic. The persons who advocate
this latter point of view indeed do not
seem to us generally to be marked by a
traditionalistic outlook. We regret the
more, therefore, what appears to us to be
an inconsistency with their general point
of view. We recognize wholeheartedly
that there is a proper place to be assigned
to tradition. There is also, however,
great danger that one may arbitrarily
appeal to tradition to support one's
own preferences while readily rejecting
other traditions.

It IS well indeed that we should be
reminded that the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church was founded "to continue what
we believe to be the true spiritual suc­
cession of the Presbyterian Church in
the U.S.A." When we do so, however,
we believe that we should also recog­
nize that this commitment preeminently

involves a concern to assign preemin­
ence to the absolute and unique author­
ity of the Word of God. This alone will
deliver us from a slavish dependence
upon and subservience to mere tradition.
We regret therefore that this funda­
mental distinction between Scripture and
tradition, which was especially in view
in the formulation of the Committee's
proposal, is not kept sharply in view in
the criticisms that have been offered.

In the interest of clarifying the new
formulations concerning basic principles
as proposed by the Assembly Committee
it is well to consider why the Commit­
tee considered it necessary to propose a
thorough revision of the traditional
statement. That it contains glaring faults
and is defective should appear from a
reasonably careful examination. The
following points may be noted:

( 1) Though presumably intended to
be a statement of specifically Biblical
principles, it was evidently composed in
an atmosphere considerably influenced by
the dominant rationalism of the times.
Thus it unqualifiedly speaks of "the
rights of private judgment" as being
"universal and unalienable" (Sec. 1); it
appeals to a "principle of common
right" (Sec. 2); and declares that eccle­
siastical discipline derives part of its
force from "the approbation of an im­
partial public" (Sec. 8).

(2) Various subjects are treated in
the traditional statement which, though
appropriate enough in certain contexts,
hardly belong to a formulation of prin­
ciples of church government. One ex­
ample of this is the treatment in Section
1 of the question whether a religious
society should be aided by the civil
power, a question which involves the
relation of church and state rather than
specifically the government of the Chris­
tian church. Another example is the in­
troduction of a discourse on truth and
goodness in Section 4. This is a subject
indeed of comprehensive implications.
Can anyone seriously contend, however,
that a discourse on the inseparable con­
nection between faith and practice is
appropriate in a statement of principles
of church government?

(3) Finally, a defect of large pro­
portions is that the traditional statement
does not clearly and emphatically set
forth as a most basic principle, if not
the most basic principle, of church gov­
ernment, Christ's headship ouer the
Church. There is indeed at the very end
a rather incidental reference to the great
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Head of the church. Can we be satisfied,
however, with a statement of principles
which does not give this great troth the
preeminence which it deserves?

The Assembly's Committee became
aware of such faults and defects as these,
and on this background took the emin­
ently sensible step of formulating a new
statement. If sufficient attention is
given by the Church to the contents of
the present Chapter, we believe that,
rather than recoiling from the Commit­
tee's efforts to overcome its grave faults,
it will recognize that, to say the least,
the Committee is on the right track in
its general approach,

Two points of criticism of the Com­
mittee's proposals which appear in both
articles must be singled out for special
comment. A loud alarm has been sound­
ed because the Committee's report does
not include the statement "that troth is
in order to goodness." This objection
clearly is not formulated in temperate
terms for the decision of the Committee
to propose the omission of this language
is characterized as an abandonment of
the principle as such. The reader of the
February article might easily get the
impression that the Assembly's Commit­
tee is so nefarious as virtually to be
recommending the abandonment of an
insistence on morality in the life of the
church. And the author of the January
article supplies the bold conjecture that
"the Committee's Version eliminates
entirely the basic idea that 'troth is in
order to goodness,' presumably because
the paragraph containing it in the pres­
ent Form of Government was thought
to contain rationalistic elements!" The
quotation under discussion is indeed not
as happy as it might be in its formulation
of the purpose of troth. Surely other
purposes must be kept in view such as
the glory of God and the salvation of
sinners. But the more basic reason for the
omission of the statement, together with
the rest of the paragraph in which it
appears, is as indicated above the con­
sideration that these general declarations
concerning truth and goodness do not
appear appropriate in a statement of
principles of church government. We
trust that on further reflection the
Church will recognize the validity of this
observation and will conclude that there
is nothing that justifies the excitable
criticisms of the Report at this point.

A second basic criticism of the Assem­
bly Committee's statement of basic prin­
ciples is concerned with the proposition
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that "the government which Christ has
ordained for the Church is the Presby­
terian form of government" and the
further declaration that "inasmuch as
other forms of church government are
without warrant or sanction from the
Scripture we do not believe that they are
founded upon or are agreeable to the
Word of God." The january article
charges that in these statements "the
Committee overstates the case for the
divine authority of Presbyterian church
government." Astonishingly, however,
the writer immediately goes on to say
that the Committee's formulation "is
perfectly true,' and then he appeals to
Presbyterian tradition as having been
tolerant in such matters. In short he ap­
pears to argue that the "perfectly true"
formulation of the Assembly's Commit­
tee is an overstatement of the case for
the divine authority of Presbyterian
church government. It becomes evident,
therefore, that tradition as distinguished
from the troth, and even as set over
against what is "perfectly true," is made
the criterion for the criticism of the
Committee's position.

The author of the February article, on
the other hand, presents a more consist­
ent attack upon the Committee's posi­
tion. He maintains that the Committee
is returning to a "divine right Presby­
terianism" which made extravagant
claims of Scriptural support. With re­
gard to this position it should be ob­
served, in the first place, that the Com­
mittee does not claim that every feature
of Presbyterian church government as
that has developed enjoys the warrant
or sanction of Scripture. It explicitly
defines what it means by the Presbyter­
ian form of government in this connec­
tion in the proposition that "the church,
in its particular congregations and in
its total unity, is ruled by presbyters."
Certainly then the Committee is not say­
ing that the position of churches which
recognize, as the Massachusetts Bay
Church did, the role of elders is "with­
out any support or warrant in Scripture."
It is requisite, therefore that more care­
ful attention be given to what the Report
actually says and what it does not say.

In the second place, however, if this
criticism of the Report means that the
proposition that "Christ has ordained for
the church . . . the Presbyterian form of
government" (as defined in the con­
text) is not founded upon and agree­
able to the Word of God, we are con­
fronted with a far-reaching issue of prin­
ciple. Admittedly the decision on this

point will be of the most momentous
character. In the report of the Assem­
bly's Committee, at any rate, the Church
is confronted with a clear-cut position, a
position which has basically controlled
the Committee in its approach as a
whole.

We hope that these questions are
being given the attention they deserve
in the sessions and presbyteries and in
informal discussions. If the statement of
Basic Principles is carefully examined,
and if it is weighed in the light of
Scripture, we. are confident that genuine
progress will be made toward the goal
of establishing the Church ever more
firmly upon the truth.

N.B.S.

Correspondence

To THE EDITOR:

Your article which appeared in The
Presbyterian Guardian of February 15 has
come to my attention. In all fairness to
Christian brethren may I say you have made
two suggestions which are not correct.

1. You suggest that Dr. Bordeaux has
been frequently at odds with Dr. Carl Me­
Intire, titular head of the (American)
Council, and recent developments affecting
this and other movements with which Dr.
McIntire is associated "undoubtedly" raised
the pressure to a "breaking point."

If this is true then Dr. Bordeaux' state­
ment before the Executive Committee would
be false and I have more faith in Harllee
than that. He expressed the greatest of
Christian love for the brethren and further­
more when he was asked the question if
he were resigning because of pressure or
division, he frankly said no and followed
the statement by saying it was only because
he felt it was the Lord's will.

2. You referred to Dr. McIntire as the
"titular" head of the Council.

As President of the Council, though I
haven't been in this position very long, I
believe I'm qualified to say this statement
is also false. Dr. McIntire has not even
suggested anything I should do in running
the Council. Even though he was active in
organizing it and getting it under way, and
though I realize his understanding of the
conditions in the world of apostasy very
much, I must say in all fairness the Council
is on its own. I am not the type of person
to be directed by anyone. Yet in my posi­
tion it is my purpose to be fair to everyone.

Sincerely yours,
HARLAND ]. O'DELL

President, American Council
of Christian Churches

The Presbyterian Guardian



Part II - Salvation

The Re.o....ed Failh
aad Dispeasalioaalis..

WE HAVE OBSERVED PREVIOUSLY
that the difference between the Re­

formed Faith and Dispensarionalism is
the difference between unity and diver­
sity. The Reformed Faith finds unity in
God's purpose, in the Scriptures, and in
the Covenant of Grace, whereas Dispen­
sationalism looks for and emphasizes di­
versity. We observe now this difference
as it is seen in the teaching concerning
salvation itself and the Church.

At the heart of the Bible message is
the gospel of salvation. It is because the
Scriptures give the authoritative and
true answer to the question, "What must
I do to be saved?" that they satisfy the
deepest longing of the heart.

Excellent is the note on Romans 1: 16
in the Scofield Reference Bible, a recog­
nized source book for dispensationalism,
"... Salvation is the great inclusive word
of the Gospel, gathering into itself all
the redemptive acts and processes: as
justification, redemption, grace, propitia­
tion, imputation, forgiveness, sanctifica­
tion, and glorification.... Salvation is by
grace through faith, is a free gift, and
wholly without works. . . ." (S.R.B. p.
1192)

The believer, contemplating the won­
ders of salvation, can only "say contin­
ually, the Lord be magnified."

But is there another salvation? We
would long to find some inconsistency
here, but we learn that the divisive
method of dispensarionalism penetrates
even to the teaching concerning salva­
tion. The salvation defined above is
found to be restricted by the dispensa­
tionalist to the present dispensation.
This is consistent with the strong criti­
cism leveled against the Covenant of
Grace by the dispensationalist.

It is in the note on page 1343 of the
Scofield Bible that we find an outline
of the dispensational view of the gospel.
"Four forms of the Gospel are to be dis­
tinguished: (1) The Gospel of the king­
dom . . . (2) The Gospel of the grace of
God . . . (3) The everlasting Gospel
. . . (4) That which Paul calls, 'my
Gospel' ..."

That these forms are to be kept dis-
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By H. WILSON ALBRIGHT

tinct is emphasized in the statement
concerning the Everlasting Gospel: "It is
neither the Gospel of the kingdom nor
of Grace." That they are to be applied
to distinct dispensations is also clear.
We would only ask at this point if there
is no gospel for the saints of the Old
Testament. Certainly it was preached to
Abraham (Galatians 3:8 ). But nothing
is said concerning this.

Turning then to the "Gospel of the
kingdom," we learn that it is "the good
news that God purposes to set up on the
earth, in fulfilment of the Davidic cov­
enant ... a kingdom, political, spiritual,
Israelitish, universal, over which God's
Son, David's heir, shall be King, and
which shall be, for one thousand years,
the manifestation of the righteousness
of God in human affairs" (S.R.B. p.
1343) .

"The kingdom is to be established by
power, not persuasion, and is to follow
divine judgment upon the Gentile world
powers" (S.R.B. p. 977).

Two glaring omissions demand our
attention in this "gospel." Where does
faith in Christ come in? Evidently sal­
vation is by subjection to the King
rather than through faith in the Saviour.

A second question involves the cross.
Is there no place for this? We must
press the point for "Two preachings of
this Gospel are mentioned, one past, be­
ginning with the ministry of John the
Baptist ..." (S.R.B. p. 1343). This
means that this gospel was preached
before the cross.

Lest there be any question, we are
told also that "When Christ appeared to
the Jewish people, the next thing, in the
order of revelation as it then stood,
should have been the setting up of the
Davidic kingdom" (S.R.B. p. 998).

Dispensationalists must seriously pon­
der this question, "Where does such an
outline leave room for the cross and the
atoning work of Christ? Where does it
provide for the fulfilment of Old Testa­
ment prophecies of the suffering
Saviour?" According to the Dispensa­
tionalist, the cross came in only because

the Jews rejected the kingdom.
As Dr. Oswald T. Allis has phrased

the question, "How could a 'Bible
Christian' minimize more seriously the
value and centrality of the cross in Bibli­
cal Revelation." (Modern Dispensation­
alism and the Doctrine of the Unity of
Scripture, p. 15)

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, another
recognized spokesman for dispensational­
ism, in his little book Dispensations,
recognizes this question and seeks to
answer it (p. 26ff). He appeals to the
sovereignty of God and holds that God
purposed the rejection of Christ by the
Jews and thus assured postponement of
the Kingdom and also provided occasion
for the cross.

Whether or not this explanation is
satisfactory, we must leave to the reader
to judge. We would recommend, how­
ever, as more scriptural and more logical
the interpretation presented in the Re­
formed Faith:

That the prophecies and promises re­
garding the kingdom and throne of
David are fulfilled in the life, death,
resurrection and ascension of Christ;
and in the church;

That when the angel said to Mary
that the Lord God would give to Jesus
the throne of his father David, and that
He would reign over the house of Jacob
for ever, and that of his kingdom there
would be no end, it was not a future
reign over a world of partly unconverted
people; but a reign over his church;

That when John the Baptist and
Christ preached that the Kingdom of
heaven was at hand, it really was, and
nothing that a Jewish mob or a Roman
army could do would prevent its being
set up;

That after these had done their worst
and the resurrected Christ said that "all
power" was his in heaven and on earth,
He meant just that, that He is King (d.
Col. 1:13; Eph. 1:21);

That Paul referred to this when he
said that "He must reign till he hath put
all enemies under His feet," and that
Christ is reigning now.

To summarize the discussion of the
forms of the Gospel we quote again
from Dr. Allis. "The most startling
thing about these two 'forms' of the
Gospel, when we compare them, is their
mutual exclusiveness. The one speaks
of the Davidic King, the other of the
crucified and risen Saviour. The Gospel
of the grace of God-in a word, the
Cross-belongs to the Church age; the
Gospel of the kingdom was preached
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before the church was founded and is
to be preached after the church is 'rap­
tured.' But it is a different Gospel. It
is the Gospel of the Crown, not the
Cross. This is consistent Dispensation­
alism. 'Grace' and 'the Kingdom' belong
to two distinct dispensations which are
set definitely in contrast, and each has a
Gospel of its own. Salvation clearly will
be on quite a different basis in the King­
dom age from what it is today in the
Church age." (Modern Dispensational­
ism and the Doctrine of the Unity of
Scripture p. 10-11)

We would commend to the reader
the words of Dr. Charles Hodge. "The
common doctrine of the church has ever
been that the plan of salvation has been
the same from the beginning ... having
the same promise, the same Saviour, the
same condition, and the same salvation."
(Systematic Theology Vol. II, p. 366).

There are other questions which de-

Book Reviews

GOD'S PLAN AND MAN'S
DESTINY, by Viola M. Cameron.
Presbyterian and Reformed Pub­
lishing Co., Philadelphia, 1955,
159 pp. $1.80.

MAN Y a book worthy of the re­
o viewer's notice does not fall within

the category of new publications. Al­
though God's Plan and Man's Destiny
comes forth as a publication of the Pres­
byterian and Reformed Publishing Com­
pany under the date 1955, it has been
around for several years. That it has re­
ceived so little attention may be due to
a number of factors. Until now it hasnot
been "pushed" by a well-known pub­
lisher. Its paper cover is not done in
color. And, regrettably enough, it has
numerous disturbing typographical er­
rors.

But when that has been said, it is
necessary also to say that Miss Cameron's
little book deserves the attention of all
who have a serious interest in learning
or teaching the message of the Bible.
God's Plan and Man's Destiny is called
by its author "a digest of the Bible . . .
from Paradise lost to Paradise regained."
One of the most serious deficiencies of
present-day religious knowledge is a
lack of theological insight in the popular
understanding of the Bible. Systematic
theology is not much to the taste of the
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serve study but which we only mention.
Will the coming of Christ terminate the
day of salvation for sinful men? (2 Cor.
6:2) Or will it usher in an age during
which the number of the redeemed will
vastly exceed the total of those saved
during the entire course of human his­
tory preceding it, as the dispensational­
ist insists? (S.R.B. p. 977)

Is this possible when, according to dis­
pensational teaching, the rapture will
remove from the earth "every believer,"
and the Holy Spirit also will be re­
moved? Yet we are told of a great work
of salvation in the sealing of the 144,000
of the tribes of Israel and the assembling
of "a multitude which no man can num­
ber."

It is possible only if one recognizes
a complete break in the continuity of
the body of believers, the Church.

(To be Concluded)

average Christian of our day. Like Ham­
let's play, it "pleas'd not the million; 'r
was caviare to the general." Yet the
need of such an approach to Bible study
is almost as great as Bible study itself,
for without it the Bible's message of
truth may be perverted into error. Miss
Cameron's book may be said to be "sys­
tematic theology for the layman."

Lest such a characterization prejudice
some against this book, emphasis should
be laid upon the fact that it is the au­
thor's purpose to present the Bible as
"a plain book, addressed to the people,
not to a special class of men such as
clergymen." Miss Cameron gives the
reader with no special theological train­
ing a basis for understanding the ideas
about which the Bible's message cen­
ters. The chief value of this book is its
clear exposition of the idea of the
covenant as the controlling concept in
the revelation of God in the Bible. Yet
this is done with no detached didactic­
ism. The truth of the Bible is applied
to life with true piety as well as
perception.

A few scattered statements may be
judged incautious by the discerning
reader. The treatment of the positions
of Paul and James on justification by
faith does not sufficiently guard against
the idea of a contradication between the
two. Miss Cameron's use of the word

"compel" in setting forth regeneration
is also open to misunderstanding. Like­
wise, her assertions concerning the mode
of baptism in the early church are prob­
ably not altogether accurate. Questions
also might arise with respect to her views
of Christ's second coming.

God's Plan and Man's Destiny, despite
its faults, should prove to be a useful
handbook for the beginner in Bible
study. Used as a basis of group study
and discussion it will be productive of
needed insights into Christian truth.
All in all, it deserves the attention of
those who are interested in enlarging the
church's ministry of Christian educa­
tion-especially among adults.

HEIRS TOGETHER by W. Mel­
ville Capper and H. Morgan
Williams. Intervarsity Christian
Fellowship, Chicago, 1955 (Re­
print), U8 pp.

I T IS THE CROWNING GLORY of the
Christian faith that it sanctifies all of

life and makes both the great and the
trivial things of this life to find their
proper significance in their relation to
God. Thus the Christian is delivered
from boredom in performing the re­
curring round of the simple tasksof mak­
ing a living. At the same time in the
higher duties he is furnished with a mo­
tive which adds incomparable dignity
to his acts.

Nowhere is Christianity'S sanctifying
influence in the major areas of human
life more significant than in that which
has to do with the relations of, man to
woman. The potentialities for good or
evil that lie within the realm of the
relation between the sexes are well nigh
incalculable. The Christian faith elevates
that relationship to its highest possible
station when it makes man and woman
as husband and wife heirs together of
God's gracious covenant promises and
blessings.

Heirs Together represents a much
needed effort to lay before young people
both the privileges and responsibilities
which are theirs by virtue of the fact that
God created man male and female in His
own image. Written by two Christian
physicians for the Intervarsity Fellow­
ship in its work among college and uni­
versity students, this little book helps to
fill a serious gap in the instruction of
young people concerning the problems
of courtship and marriage. It is written
for young people and it deals simply and
forth-rightly with the difficult question
of sex which looms so large on their
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R. K. CHURCHILL

looked at the new buildings ... they
made no statement. They offended no
one. They had no stamp upon them.
They were faceless. This was the kind
of taste that is no taste, not even bad
taste."

The author then turns the spotlight
on radio and TV programs, and says
the men who command audiences of
millions today do so because they at
no time commit themselves to anything
but the sponsor's product. "That is
why any statement, any commitment
of self, is a stab of joy, on television
or anywhere else-a rush of plasma
into the draining bloodstream of our
condition." He points however to a
few programs which allow men to
show their singularity and dare to be
quizzical about accepted values and
attitudes. When this does happen,
says Mannes, "then we know what
we are missing every day of our lives
in the pallid company of the uncom­
mitted."

And now please read again Revela­
tion 3: 16.

By LESLIE W. SLOAT

he was a prisoner of the British, though
presently he was released. When the
British occupied Philadelphia, one of
the things they found time to do was to
take vengeance on those who did not
support the British way. Andrew had
dumped some tea at his wharf. The Brit­
ish managed to burn his house. After the
war he claimed substantial damages.

At any rate, when Hugh rerurned
from the war his father's business lacked
financial stability, and one result was
that Hugh had to delay his own marriage.
It was not until 1790, when he was 35
years of age, that Hugh stood in church
before the Rev. Ashbel Green, with
Mary Blanchard by his side, and the
mother of Charles Hodge took her firm
place in the historic family.

Mary Blanchardwas ten years younger
than her husband. Her mother was of
English descent, and her father of French
Huguenot strain. She herself had been
born in Boston. When she married Hugh
Hodge, therefore, it might be said that
the Calvinism of Scotland was joining

one end, curtained from floor to ceil­
ing in off-white, carpeted in off­
white, and lit by beams of spotlights
in the ceiling. About 20 armchairs of
American pine with barrel stave backs,
five in a row, faced the curved end of
the room; in the center is a polished
tree trunk four feet high and three
feet across, on top of which is a cluster
of philodendron ... A separate shaft
of light is directed on this as if it were
significant." The United Nations flag
once there had to be removed.

Mannes has some things to say about
this room which sound prophetic: "It
seemed to me that the core of our
greatest contemporary trouble lay here,
that all this whiteness and shapeless­
ness and weakness was the leukemia of
non-commitment, sapping our strength.
We had found, finally, that only
nothing could please all ... The ter­
rifying thing about this room was
that it made no statement whatever.
In its opacity and constriction it could
not even act as a reflector of thought."

"Outside in the city, I began to see
this non-commitment everywhere. I-----------

Childhood and Education

I N mE FIRST OF THESE SKETCHES,
published in the March issue, we told

of the arrival of the Hodge brothers in
America, and of the establishment in
business and church of Andrew, Charles
Hodge's grandfather. Now we rurn to
Charles' more immediate family, and to
his own early years.

It was in 1739, nine years after he
arrived in America, that Andrew Hodge
took to himself a wife, Jane McCulloch.
From this union fifteen children were
born, but eight died at birth or in early
infancy.

Among the seven who lived was Hugh,
born August 20, 1755, and destined to
be the father of two famous sons-one
a physician, and the other a theologian.
Yet in the providence of God he was
barely to know either of them.

Hugh himself rurned to medicine, if
surgery in those days could be called
medicine. Though in 1775 he was only
20 years of age, he became a surgeon
with the Continental army. For a time

horizon. Heirs Together is a sober-but
not prudish-treatment of this subject so
vital for happy, useful fulfilment of the
character with which God created man.

The authors of Heirs Together begin
their little book with a consideration of
the general character of the relation be­
tween the sexes. They continue to write
-with hints of happy personal memories
-of the course of courtship and the
need for preparation for the married
state. In the chapter called "Decision"
the authors seek to offer counsel in ac­
cord with scriptural principles for the
momentous choice of a life partner. In
the chapters entitled "Design" and "Pur­
pose" (and Appendix A) there is pro­
vided . an account of the physiological
factors in God's design in the creation of
man and women. A chapter called "Dis­
order" deals with sexual irregularities in
a straightforward manner which is none­
theless tempered by the general good
taste and restraint of the authors.

In a few details the reader will observe
the need for a more careful attention to
the rule of Scripture. In the matter of
guidance in the choice of a life partner
the subjective element receives rather
more prominence than is right. While
"mixed marriages" are discouraged, the
biblical prohibition itself is not given the
powerful sanction it deserves, and on the
matter of marriage between the races the
moral issue seems confused with the
practical considerations. A trichotomic
view of the human personalityalso comes
to expression in the chapter on "Self­
Discipline."

In spite of such minor defects Heirs
Together is a valuable addition to the
pastor's tools and to the church's library
for young people. R. J. J.

MEDITATIONS IN AN EMPTY
ROOM, by Marya Mannes.

NO, THIS IS NOT A BOOK, nor is it a
chapter in some devotional treatise

for some saintly order. It's just a short
article in the February 23 issue of The
Reporter, a bi-monthly secular maga­
zine.

The "empty room" is a small room
in the UN General Assembly building,
called the "Meditation Room," built
in 1952 by the Laymen's Movement
for a Christian W orId, as a place of
communion and worship. Since the
room was to be used by many nations
and religions, the idea was to avoid
any symbol which might offend any
believer. Author Mannes describes it:

"It was windowless ... rounded at
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the Calvinism of France. Out of the
union came the Calvinism of America.

Father Hugh, as we noted, was a sur­
geon, a doctor. But the science of medi­
cine was not yet much developed, and
being a doctor in 1790 was not too
promising an outlook. Especially was
this true in Philadelphia, where many
people were living close together, near
the banks of the Delaware, and where
trading ships from various ports through­
out the world brought not only visible
cargoes of merchandise, but also unseen
cargoes of death-dealing disease.

Plagues were frequent. Philadelphia
had a yellow fever epidemic in 1793,
another in 1797, with lesser outbreaks
in other years. Poor living conditions and
filth-strewn streets which made cleanli­
ness nearly impossible did not help. Dr.
Hugh did all he could as a doctor, but
all he could do was not enough. There
were other doctors, of course. The most
famed was Benjamin Rush, who devel­
oped and promoted the practice of
bleeding people who were sick. Con­
sensus is that the treatment was as
successful as most others in vogue.

Hugh and Mary lived in a house west
of the Hodge storehouse on Water
street, below Race. Their first born was
a girl named Elizabeth. She entered the
world December 19, 1790. She departed
it in 1793, a victim of the yellow fever
Doctor Hugh could do so little about.

Before she died a sister, Mary, was
born September 1, 1792. Mary survived
the yellow fever and in August, 1794
was joined by a little brother, named for
his father. So Dr. Hugh and Mother
Mary had little namesakes in the family.
Mother Mary decided to visit Boston in
the spring of 1795. While she was away,
what yellow fever could not do, measles
did. When she returned, hastily sum­
moned by her weary husband-neither
mail nor travel moved rapidly in those
days-little Mary had already died, and
little Hugh soon followed. The parents
were again childless.

A second son, also named Hugh but
distinguished by being called Hugh
Lennox, was born June 27, 1796. His
name is famous in Philadelphia medi­
cine. And on the second day-or was it
the third-at any rate it was about mid­
night-after Christmas in 1797 a third
son was born. He was named Charles.
Some time before his birth Dr. Hugh
had moved away from Water street, be­
cause of the "insalubrity" of that particu­
lar section of the city. The new home,
into which Charles came, was on Arch
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street above Fourth.
But now the terrific hardship involved

in being a doctor in Philadelphia in
those days told on Father Hugh. He had
weathered the war and the yellow fever
plagues. But the strain was too much. In
July, 1798, before Charles was old
enough to say "Da-Da," Mary Blanchard
was left a widow. To her remained the
task of bringing up, in this inhospitable
world, two infant sons. When she died
in 1832 both sons were well established
in their respective fields. She had done
her task well.

In his latter years Charles Hodge wrote
a brief autobiographical sketch of his
early life. It is rather brief, and aside
from it we have little information about
these years.

For a time Mother Hodge and her
twO sons lived at the "county seat" in
Abington. In a letter to Charles, written
in December, 1810 from Abington while
she was there to attend the funeral of
the Rev. William Tennent, she says,

"I shall sleep tonight for the last
time in the room we formerly occupied,
in one corner of which was your little
bed. Opposite one of the windows are
the leafless branches of the tree under
which lie the remains of poor Nimble
Toes--do you recollect, Charles, assist­
ing at the burial of this faithful animal,
and the tears that were shed by his ten­
der-hearted mistress? . . . The beautiful
green avenue to the house where you
used to frolic is covered with snow,
and the fine large trees that afforded you
shelter and repose appear as desolate as
the hearts of the present inhabitants....
Abington will, I am sure, be associated
in your mind with the most pleasing
recollections of childhood. Here you first
inhaled the pure atmosphere of the
country, and imbibed a taste for rural
occupation which, wheresoever it may
be your destiny to dwell, I hope you will
ever retain."

The early schooling of the boys was
in Philadelphia. Charles mentions four
private schools he attended. The first,
in Arch Street, was taught by an old
lady. Next was a school that specialized
in writing and arithmetic, taught by
Andrew Brown, an elder of Second
Church. Then there was one taught by a
Swedenborgian named Taylor. Here the
favorite interest was geography, with
history and biography included. There
was also a drawing school located at the
corner of Third and Chestnut. But
Charles was no artist. "Charles," said
teacher Cox one day looking over his

shoulder, "Charles, I could spit paint
better than that."

Such a series of schools might be
thought to have produced a rather dis­
integrated education. Yet it apparently
laid the foundation for advanced mental
activity in later years. Though his
mother was always chiding Charles for
being mentally lazy, he seems to have
made his way satisfactorily in compe­
tition with his classmates.

On the religious side, Mother Hodge
took the boys faithfully to church,
where Ashbel Green was the preacher,
and saw to it that they learned the Cate­
chism, in which Pastor Green drilled
them. In rather interesting fashion,
Charles makes no claim to an early ac­
ceptance of Christianity, but rather as­
serts that he was practicing a merely
natural religion. He says:

"As far back as I can remember, I had
the habit of thanking God for everything
I received, and asking Him for every­
thing I wanted. If I lost a book, or any
of my playthings, I prayed that I might
find it. I prayed walking along the
streets, in school, and out of school,
whether playing or studying. I did not
do this in obedience to any prescribed
rule. It seemed natural. I thought of God
as an everywhere present Being, full of
kindness and love, who would not be
offended if children talked to Him. I
knew He cared for sparrows. I was as
cheerful and happy as the birds, and
acted as they did. There was little more
in my prayers and praises than in the
worship rendered by the fowls of the
air."

And from the vantage point of over
fifty years as a professor of theology he
added, "This mild form of natural re­
ligion did not amount to much. It did,
however, save me from profanity .. ."

In 1809 Hugh and Charles were sent
to a classical academy in Somerville,
N. J. Charles indicates that the chief
reason was not so much the excellence
of the school, which apparently had only
one teacher, as the fact that the boys
would be near a cousin, John Bayard,
who would be able to exercise parental
oversight. The boys did not live with
him, but frequently visited his farm.
For their first six months they boarded
in the family of a Judge Vandevere, and
for the remaining eighteen months with
a General Stryker. Among the numer­
ous visitors to the Stryker home was the
Honorable Theodore Frelinghuysen,
prominent in New Jersey political his­
tory. The boys became acquainted not
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March 22, the Calvin College a-capella
choir gave a concert before an audience
which filled the church auditorium.
Pittsgrove, N. J.

Two members of Faith church, Ruth
Botbyl and Carl Clark, were united in
marriage on March 17 by the Rev.
Raymond Zorn, pastor of the church.
Wilmington, Dela.

At the second monthly social eve­
ning of Eastlake Church, held March
16, the motion pioture Martin Luther
was shown. Younger children were
cared for in a nursery, and refresh­
ments were served following the pic­
ture.
Kirkwood, Penna.

The annual fellowship dinner was
held March 15, and provided a de­
lightful evening for the members of
Kirkwood Church. An offering, which
amounted to about $700. was received.
A series of special services was held
at the church the week of April 9,
with the Rev. Lawrence Eyres of West­
chester, 111., as guest preacher. Mid­
week prayer meetings have been point­
ed specially to these services.
Volga, S.D.

The pastor of Calvary Church, the
Rev. Bruce Coie, together with the
Rev. Benson Male of Denver conducted
a week of special meetings at Pioneer
Chapel in Lincoln, Nebraska, March
13-19. They also assisted Faith Church
of Lincoln in making a survey of new
developments in the city, with a view
to possibly relocating the church. On
March 16 the Men's Society of Calvary
Church sponsored a "Family Night"
dinner, and social evening which feat­
ured the showing of the film, "Prior
Claim."
Hialeah, Florida

The Rev. John Galbraith visited the
work of Sharon Chapel early in March
and surveyed with the Rev. Robert
Lucas, pastor of the Chapel, the op­
portunities in the area. In view of the
rapid development taking place, it

Catherine, Benjamin F., and Sarah.
" Sarah was fourteen at the time. Her

father was a grandson of Benjamin
Franklin. Her mother was the sister of
Dr. Caspar W istar of Philadelphia. She
seems to have been much concerned
with "society" in the lighter sense of the
word, though Hugh described her as a
"very superior and high-toned woman."
Mother Mary and Mrs. Bach did not get
along too well. But Charles and Sarah
made our fine. In 1822 they were mar­
ried.

fall, thus being a full year behind his
brother.

For the rest of his life, with brief ex­
ceptions, Princeton was the home of
Charles Hodge. Of life in the college
and seminary we shall speak in our
next account, but we may note one de­
velopment here. Mother Mary remained
for a year or more as homekeeper. But
in the spring of 1813 some of her other
roomers left, and their place was taken
by the widow of Dr. William Bache of
Philadelphia and her three children,-----------
Orthodox Presbyterian
Church News
Portland, Me.

Through the cooperative endeavors
of the Ivy Club and the Parish Com­
mittee the social parlors of Second
Parish church have been redecorated
and present a delightful appearance.
Ruling Elder Ernest Kliemann, who
heads the local weather bureau, has
been transferred to South Carolina
where he will be head of the Green­
ville bureau, beginning June 1.
Houlton, Me.·

On February 23 the congregation
of the Houlton church held a fellow­
ship supper in the American Legion
hall, with 37 in attendance. Dr. Joseph
Memmelaar of Bangor was guest
speaker, bringing a message concern­
ing the contemporary religious situa­
tion.
Bangor, Me.

A fellowship supper and hymn sing
for members and friends of Pilgrim
church was held March 16, with some
35 persons present.
Fair Lawn, N. J.

Members of Grace Church gathered
recently for a farewell dinner for the
Rev. and Mrs. LeRoy Oliver, who left
on April 2 for Philadelphia, where
Mr. Oliver is to serve in the position
of Associate General Secretary for
Home Missions of the denomination.
Guest preachers at the church have
been Henry Fikkert, Raymond Com­
meret, George Knight and Elmer
Dortzbach. .. Eleven persons have
joined the congregation in recent
weeks.
West Collingswood, N. J.

The annual Congregational dinner
of Immanuel Church was held March
8. Nineteen adults who have joined
the church in the past year, together
with their covenant children, were
guests of the congregation on this oc­
casion. " On Thursday evening,

only with him but with other prominent
personages.

Somervillewas on the "Swift and Sure
Mail Coach Line" between Philadelphia
and New York. It was therefore rela­
tively easy for their mother to visit them,
which she did more than once. On her
return from the first such visit, she wrote
them:

"... I am pleased to hear my Charles
say, that he finds Caesar difficult bur
makes our to get his lessons-were it
not difficult it would nor be worth the
study as affording no exercise for the
mind. The great use of study is to
strengthen the mental powers as exer­
cise does the bodily ones. Therefore the
pursuits that do not compel you to close
application and attention are useless . . .
true pleasure consists nor in inaction, but
in variation of employment." And she
continued:

"People laughed at my going a hun­
dred and twenty miles in winter to get
a kiss from two such boys-let them
laugh. I was compensated for the trouble
in finding you so agreeably situated,
so happy and I trust progressing in
knowledge and virtue. And as your
welfare and improvement will reward
me for any exertion I make to promote
them, so I confess your proving only
common characters such as the mass of
mankind are, would be the greatest
mortification I am susceptible of . . .
The misapplying or neglecting to im­
prove talents committed to our care is
one of the sins often spoken of in
Scripture."

In those days preachers were also
teachers. The first teacher the boys had
in the Somerville Academy was the Rev.
Mr. Boyer, afterwards pastor of the
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, Pa.
Later the teacher was the Rev. Mr.
Vredenburgh, pastor of the Dutch Re­
formed Church in Somerville. Of what
the schoolingincluded, other than Caesar,
we are not told, nor do we know the
number of pupils. One fellow student
was Peter Studdiford, who became a
Presbyterian minister and pastor of the
Presbyterian Church in Lambertville,
New Jersey.

Early in 1812 the family set up resi­
dence in Princeton. Mother Mary moved
there to provide a home for the boys.
Hugh entered Princeton College in the
second half of Sophomore year. Charles
attended Princeton Academy in the
spring, and entered the college in the
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seems imperative that a chapel build­
ing be erected as soon as possible. The
congregation is at present meeting in
the local school auditorium.
Los Angeles, Calif.

A series of special meetings was held
at Beverly Church March 11-15, with
Orthodox Presbyterian ministers from
the area participating in a discussion
of the theme, "Christianity or Liberal­
ism-which is the true religion?" On
March 24 Bob Davenport, All-Ameri­
can fullback from U.C.L.A. spoke to
a youth rally sponsored by the Van­
guards, the Y. P. Sunday school class
at Beverly. Other young people from
the area attended. The pastor, the Rev.
Dwight Poundstone, is conducting a
communicants class in Whittier.
Garden Grove, Calif.

The Garden Grove church was or­
ganized as an Orthodox Presbyterian
congregation on May 12, 1955, with
nineteen communicant members and
16 covenant children. Since then 18
adults have completed a series of in­
struction classes, and nine of these
have been received as members, along
with six who came by transfer from
other churches. At present there are
34 communicant members and 34 cov­
enant children. The work is under the
direction of the Rev. Robert Morris.
Attendance at Sunday morning wor­
ship services has been averaging about
80, and in the Sunday school about
120. It is the prayer of the pastor and
members that the growth of this work
will be enduring.
San Francisco, Calif.

The drive to secure funds for the
purchase of property for the South
San Francisco mission, sponsored by
First church, is making progress, with
over $800 on hand. The meetings are
presently being held in a rented audi­
torium in Southwood.
Sunnyvale, Calif.

The nation was informed of the
Orthodox Presbyterian church in Sun­
nyvale when the pastor, the Rev. Hen­
ry Coray, made a brief appearance on
the March 21 television program,
"This is your Life," in connection with
the presentation of the story of the
Rev. Pratt Tucker, formerly a miner in
West Pittston, Pa., and now Chaplain
of the Federal Penitentiary in Atlanta,
Ga. Plans are under way to organize
the congregation in Sunnyvale at an
early date. A down payment has been
made on a property in a new resi­
dential area. Dr. Edward J. Young
was guest preacher on March 18.
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Portland, Oreg.
A Bible conference was held at First

Church March 13-18, with the Rev.
Edward Kellogg of National City as
guest preacher. A special visitation
program in the neighborhood preced­
ed the week of services, which were a
means of blessing to the members of
the church and to visitors from the
community.
Center Square, Penna.

Ruling Elder Thomas G. Kay, who
has been in charge of services at Com­
munity Church for some time, has ac­
cepted a call to become pastor of two
Southern Presbyterian congregations in
the state of Mississippi.

Dr. Young1s Lectures
Arouse Wide-Spread Interest

A BOUT FIFTY MINISTERS and Chris­
tian workers representing eight de­

nominational groups heard the lect­
ures of the Rev. Professor Edward J.
Young, given on three successive Mon­
day mornings in the Third Christian
Reformed Church of Paterson, N. J.,
beginning February 26. The three lec­
tures were on the subjects, "Genesis
One," "The Fall of Man," and "Isaiah
7: 14." Following each lecture there
was a coffee break, giving opportunity
for those present to become mutually
acquainted, and then there was a ques­
tion and answer period. The questions
revealed a number of theological view­
points in addition to that of ortho­
doxy. Comments on the lectures were
most enthusiastic,

A fourth lecture on the subject,
"The Significance of the Dead Sea
Scrolls," was given Monday evening
March 12, and was of more popular
character.

These lectures were sponsored by
the North Jersey district of the Alumni
Association of Westminster Seminary,
which is planning another series by a
member of the Seminary faculty at a
future date. One outgrowth of these
lectures was an invitation for Dr.
Young to lecture in Brooklyn. Several
Baptist ministers of that city attended
the lectures in Paterson, and were so
impressed that they expressed the de­
sire for Dr. Young to bring similar
messages in their area.

A few weeks after the Paterson lec­
tures, Dr. Young went to San Francis­
co, California, where he delivered the
second annual "Westminster Lectures"
sponsored by Covenant Orthodox Pres­
byterian Church of Berkeley. The lec­
tures were delivered on March 20-22,

and dealt with the subject of the
Inspiration and Infallibility of Scrip­
ture. In addition to these lectures at
Covenant Church, Dr. Young preached
in Orthodox Presbyterian Churches of
the area, addressed a large congrega­
tion at the Alameda Christian Re­
formed Church on the subject of the
Dead Sea Scrolls, spoke several times
at noon meetings in Horton Hall near
the D.C. campus, and also spoke at
the Pacific School of Religion, the
Golden Gate Theological Seminary,
and the Oakland Baptist Bible Col­
lege.

Though Covenant Church is cur­
rently without a pastor, the officers
and members of the church accepted
the responsibilities involved in promo­
ting these lectures, with very gratify­
ing results. Question periods following
the lectures revealed numerous dif­
ferences of viewpoint, and were very
profitable for all present.

Clowney
(Continued from p. 54)

in the preceding context ( 5:1) an
older man, not an official, is meant.
Verse 17 makes good sense if the same
meaning of "elder" is retained: "Let the
older men that rule well be counted
worthy of double honor." The honor that
is spoken of here is financial, as we learn
from the following verse and v. 3. In
the immediately preceding verses pen­
sions for widows ate discussed. These
are to be given only to older women. The
next question might well be, what of
the older men? These toO are worthy of
"honor," i.e. a pension. But some older
men are also rulers, church governors.
These are worthy of double honor; that
is to say, they are entitled not only to
subsistenceas pensioners, but their labors
in the church should be compensated,
for "the laborer is worthy of his hire."
This applies especially to those older men
who not only rule well, but also labor
in the word and in teaching.

This interpretation has the advantage
of explaining the "double honor" na­
turally. If "elders" are thought of as offi­
cials, the verse seems to suggest double
pay for elders who rule well in contrast
to those who do not rule well. It might
be noted that this verse, so understood,
teaches that all rulers and teachers, of
whatever age, are entitled to remunera­
tion, but that special consideration is due
to older men without normal means or
families who might aid them.
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2. Can it be maintained that the term
"presbytercould not refer to the ruling
elder of the New Testament church in its
technical sense?

Even if the exegesis of I Tim. 5: 17
above be adopted, it is very difficult to
answer in the affirmative. The back­
ground of the Jewish usage is significant.
All members of the Sanhedrin could be
called "presbyters" and the council is the
"presbytery", but the term had a special
application to presbyters who were not
priests or scribes (Lk. 20: 1). This how­
ever did not prevent its use to designate
specifically the priests and scribes who
were members of the council (Lk.
22:66 ) . Against this background any
ruler or governor in the Christian com­
munity would naturally participate in a
council and be called a presbyter.

3. Can the term "presbyter" be used
without further limitation to refer to
ministers exclusively?

Yes. A clear parallel is the use of
"minister" (diaconos). This term may be
used of all Christians (John 12:26), of
all officers of the church (I Peter 4: 10),
of deacons in the narrow sense, exclusive
of bishops (Phil. 1: 1; I Tim. 3: 8) , or of
ministers of the gospel, exclusive of
both ruling elders and deacons (Rom.
12:7; Col. 1:23; I Cor. 3:5; I Thess.
3:2; II Tim. 4:5, etc.).

In the use of "presbyter" a similar
variety is possible, and it would seem
that just as "deacon" may be used of
the minister of the gospel as a title for
his particular office in spite of a broader
use and another specialized meaning, so
"presbyter" may apply to the minister
specifically in spite of the fact that there
is a more general usage for older men and
for all who are rulers, and another spec­
ialized use, in Jewish circles at least, for
an elder who is precisely not a teacher
but only a ruler.

It must be observed that in many of
the passages where a bishop or presbyter
is spoken of there is a strong emphasis
on the teaching function. See I Tim. 3:2;
Titus 1:5-9; Acts 20:28; ct. II Tim. 2:2;
Heb. 13:7,17. There is no reason to
demand the teaching function of all who
might be called "presbyters" or "bishops,"
because of these passages any more than
there is reason to demand the teaching
function of deacons because this term is
applied to ministers of the gospel.

4. It is, therefore, a mistake to as­
sume that where "presbyter" is used
without further distinction, all who could
be called "elders" must be meant.
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To do this is to blur over the very
distinction which I Tim. 5: 17 clearly
makes, that there are rulers who do not
teach. This also is the import of the
classical passages in I Cor. 12:28 and
Romans 12:8 where the gift of govern­
ment is separately mentioned and may
obviously be possessed and exercised in
the church by those who do not have
the distinct and additional gift of teach­
ing. This involved no radical shift from
the practice of the Jewish community,
for there were scribes as well as elders
of the people in the Jewish council.

There is abundant and emphatic
teaching in the New Testament concern­
ing the office of the gospel ministry. This
evidence itself indicates an emphasis
which must be preserved. There is also
ample evidence for the office of the
church governor, or ruling elder. Be­
cause both have gifts for govern­
ment, there is an area in which they
work together. But their office or total
function is by no means the same, and
even in the ruling function there are
some differences. Christ rules the church
through his Word and Spirit. The teach­
er of the Word therefore is particularly
necessary in the councils of the church.
In the words of our Form of Govern­
ment: "The office of the minister is the
first in the church, both for dignity and
usefulness" (Ch. IV).

Perhaps the greatest danger in our
present situation is that of voting on a
"Version" with too little study of the
New Testament. There is a vast reservoir
of such study behind our present Form.
There is the most admirable scholarship
and earnestness reflected in the Com­
mittee's Version. The points of disagree­
ment between the two must be resolved
in the light of the Word of God. This
we must do although we are not Thorn­
well's or Hodge's. But we must expect
that it will take us somewhat longer!

D.V.B.S. Material
Being Prepared

THE COMMITTEE on Christian Edu­
cation has announced that sample

kits of its "Great Commission" Vaca­
tion Bible School materials are now
available, and that those planning to
conduct such schools should make
plans and send in orders early.

Four study units, for Beginner, Pri­
mary, Junior and Intermediate groups
are being offered. Each unit includes
a teacher's manual, pupil workbook,
and work sheets, and the intermediate
unit also offers a Flan-i-Map set.

Orders or inquiries should be sent
to Great Commission Publications, 727
Schaff Building, Philadelphia 2,
Penna.

Southern Baptists Launch
Color TV Series

T HE RADIO and Television Commis­
sion of the Southern Baptist Con­

vention is preparing a series of pro­
grams which are to be filmed in color
for use on color television. This is the
first religious television series to be
filmed in color.

There are to be thirteen half
hour programs in the series, each
dramatizing one of the parables. The
first program, on "The Two Sons,"
was to be released April 8. Programs
are offered to stations that request
them.

The Rev. Paul M. Stevens, commis­
sion director, said that the religious
message in each episode is kept to a
minimum and is non-denominational
in content. A booklet relating the part
Christianity plays in the life of every
individual is offered free on each pro­
gram to viewers who write for it.

Nearly $40,000 Contributed
To Martyrs Fund

N EARLY $40,000 has been contri­
buted to the fund set up as a trust

for the survivors of the five mission­
aries who were slain in Ecuador in
January.

The fund was established immedi­
ately after the missionaries were slain.
Dr. Edman, President of Wheaton
College, is a co-administrator of the
fund along with it. Gen. William
K. Harrison Jr., commander in chief
of the Caribbean Command, and Dr.
Clyde W. Taylor, executive secretary
of the Evangelical Foreign Missions
Association.

Suggests NAE - NCe Talks

EPISCOPAL Bishop John S. Higgins
of Rhode Island has suggested in­

formal talks between the National
Council of Churches and the National
Association of Evangelicals, designed
to clarify the aims of the two groups
and discover ways and areas in which
they could work together nationally.
The Bishop made it clear he was
speaking as an individual, not as a
representative of the National Council.
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Name . . _

Add ress . _ .__ _ _ .

..

Send $1 lor a large
supply 01 many line
tracts and booklets.

Friends and others will wei·
come them and in turn use
them to help others. They
meet common problems:
"Why I Go to Church," "How
to Pray," "One Church, Why
many Denominations?"
"Something for Nothing,"
"Are You Movie Minded?"
"An Alarming X-Ray," etc.
lead naturally to the Bible
for further guidance.

When trouble, serrew,
need or any other adver.
sity afflicts your friends,
be ready with a tract
equal to the occasion.
Many keep a variety on
hand for sowing as seed
in harrowed hearts.

Beautijul-in Colors!

BACK TO GOD TRACT COMMITTEE
47 JEFFERSON AVENUE

Grand Rapids 2 Michigan

FORMORDER
THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa.

Dear sirs:

Enclosed find $2.50 for which please send The Presbyterian
Guardian for one year to:

Bible Synod Leaves
ACCC, ICCC

The Presbyterian Guardian is a monthly magazine committed to stating, defending, and
promoting orthodox Presbyterianism as set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith.

The Presbyterian Guardian

THE BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN SYNOD,
meeting in St. Louis April 5,

voted to withdraw from membership
in the American Council of Christian
Churches, and the International Coun­
cil. These actions appear to stem from
a conflict that has arisen between per­
sons prominent in the Bible Synod,
and the leaders of the Councils. Last
year Dr. Carl McIntire and others set
up an Independent Board for Presby­
terian Home Missions, though the
Bible Presbyterian Synod had its own
National Missions Board.

New York Crusade by
Graham Planned

EVANGELIST BILLY GRAHAM plans
to begin his New York crusade

about May 12, 1957, and the crusade
is to last at least eight weeks. During
the crusade a mass meeting will be
held every night in a ball park or
some other large arena. Some ten
thousand people will be recruited for
service in the campaign, including a
4,000 member choir. Preparations for
the crusade are under the direction of
the Graham team and an executive
committee authorized by the Protestant
Council's Department of Evangelism.

Meanwhile Graham is addressing
various groups. On April 8 he was in
Princeton, N. J., and addressed 1,700
persons in the University's Alexander
Hall, although a few minutes before
eight p.m. police were warned by an
anonymous telephone call that a bomb
would go off in the building at that
hour. Graham continued the meeting,
and no bomb went off.

Bishop Higgins participated, along
with several N AE officials, in a panel
discussion on "Evangelism and the
Universal Church." held early in April
at Providence-Barrington Bible Col­
lege. Others on the panel were Dr.
Clyde W. Taylor, secretary of the
Evangelical Foreign Missions Associa­
tion; Dr. Paul S. Rees, former presi­
dent of the NAE; and Professor Carl­
ton H. Taylor, head of the college's
philosophy department. Bishop Hig­
gins described the NCC as a council
of churches which have subscribed to
the Council's Preamble, but the Coun­
cil does not ask the churches to guar­
antee the faith of their members. Dr.
Taylor said that the NAE is not a coun­
cil of churches, though some entire
denominations hold membership in it.
It is primarily for fellowship on the
part of evangelical Christians, and is
not particularly seeking organizational
unity on the party of denominations.
"We are one," said Taylor, "if we are
members of Christ-of the Church
Universal. "

Bishop Higgins said he thought
Episcopalians and Evangelicals were
coming to think more in the same
terms, but acknowledged that the
Episcopal doctrine of the ministry more
than anything else is what keeps them
apart.

U.S.A.-U.P. Merger Charted

COMMISSIONERS to the General As­
semblies of the Presbyterian

Church in the U. S. A. and the United
Presbyterian Church have received a
Plan of Union for bringing the two
bodies together. The Plan is based on
the three-way plan of 1954-5 which
was rejected by the Southern Presby­
terians.

If the two Assemblies this year ap­
prove the plan, it will be sent down to
the presbyteries for their vote. Should
it be approved there, the 1957 Assem­
blies will lay plans for a joint Assem­
bly in 1958 to bring the two churches
together. So confident are those in
authority that the plan will go through,
that the 1958 meeting place has al­
ready been set for Pittsburgh.

The merged church will have some
three million members, and will be
called the United Presbyterian Church
in the U. S. A.
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